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CHAPTER VI. 


Spanish and Mexican estimate of the Value of Waste Lands—In¬ 
creasing Value of Texas from Anglo-American Culonization— 
Military rule in Texas—Violation of Constitutional Rights and 
Rising of the Colonists—Defeat of Ugartechea and Piedras, 
and flight of Colonel Bra<ibuTu—Plan of Vera Cruz—Expul¬ 
sion of the Garrisons and defensive statements of the Colonists 
—Convention at San Felipe—Petition for separating Texas 
from Couhuila—Grievances of the Texans—Stephen Ausdn^s 
Mission—Commotions in Mexico—Reception of Austin by the 
General Government—His Advice to the Colonists, and its 
Consequences. 

The. cplouizatioii laws of Mexico invited foreign 
jiettlers, and guaranteed the security of their persons 
and property; tlie avowed object of the government 
Ixdng to control the Indians and create a productive 
frontier population. Although the adoption of a 
regular system of land sales had been recommended 
to the Mexican Congress by tlie Executive in 1823, 
colonization was chiefly carried on by the plan of 
contract, and large tracts of land were granted gra¬ 
tuitously, independent Mexico attaching as little 
substantial value as old Spain to its waste lands. 
Edmund Keene, the first Empresario for Texas, was 
appointed under the Spanish government, with a 
grant of 21,000 square leagues of the choicest ter¬ 
ritory.* Robert Owen has recorded the fact, that 

* “ Argument and Observations on the Empresario Contracts 
of Texas, by John Woodward, New York, 1831.” 

a 2 
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he visited Mexico in the well-founded hope of ob¬ 
taining from the philosophic munificence of the 
republican authorities the cession of Texas, for the 
development of his new organization of society. In 
short, until Anglo-American enterprise and indus¬ 
try had imparted marketable value to the luxuriant 
wilderness, Texas was valueless and useless to its 
nominal possessors, who had cc^ased to incur even 
the expense of maintaining the old military posts. 
Indeed, to the great majority of the Mexicans, the 
country was known only by its evil reputation, as 
the haunt of irreclaimable savages. 

In less than ten years, flourishing settlements had 
been formed, from the Sabine to the Colorado. The 
inhabitants, far removed from the theatre of the 
civil commotions which had never ceased to disturb 
and depress Mexico from the yciar of its liberation, 
were occupied in raising agricultural produce, rear¬ 
ing cattle, and devising schemes of j>ractical im¬ 
provement. Emigration from the United States, 
although checked by the decree of the 6th of A])ril, 
1830, 4iad increased the number of colonists to 
about 20,000; of whom a large proportion were in 
the prime of vigorous manhood. Mexican cupidity 
was awakened by their prosperous progress. Their 
disinclination to pay the factious soldiery of the in¬ 
terior, and their heretical leanings, had embittered 
against them the two predominant classes of the 
nation; their opposition to what they considered 
oppressive and insulting custom-house regulations, 
and their stubborn independence, had irritatc^d and 
alarmed a vain and vacillating government. In 
violation of constitutional guaraniees, it was deter- 
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min^d to rule the Anglo-Americans (of all people 
the most jealous of military interference in their 
internal affairs) by the power of the sword. 

Military posts were established in the various set- 
tU;d districts and trading points,—at Nacogdoches, 
Bexar, Goliad, Anahuac, Galveston, Velasco, Fort 
Tcran, Victoria, and Tehoxtitlan. About 1300 
Mexican soldiers were distributed at the different 
stations. These troops were of the very worst de¬ 
scription—composed of convicts and inferior castes, 
whose domineering habits, acquired under the mi¬ 
litary’^ oligarchy which preyed upon the interior, 
rendered them utterly unfit to* mingle with law- 
resj^ecting men. The civil authorities of Texas, 
subordinate to the Governor and Legislature of the 
State of Coaliuila and Texas, were the Political 
Cliiefs, autklieAyuntamientos of the three jurisdic¬ 
tions—Bexar, the Brazos, and Nacogdoches. Each 
Political Chief presided over the Cahildoj or muni¬ 
cipal council, held in the capital of his district, and 
was officially bound to enforce the general laws of 
the State within the limits of his command. Bexar, 
being especially a Mexican department and the 
most extensive of the three, had the honour of 
giving a Political Chief to all Texas. 

The first collision between the colonists and the 
military occurred at Anahuac, a post under the su¬ 
perintendence of Colonel Bradburn, in the autumn 
of 1830. The commandant, an, American who 
had served in the Mexican revolutionary war, coun¬ 
tenanced and encouraged by the general govern¬ 
ment, colnmitted many violent and arbitrary acts. 
By order of the Commandant-general, Teran, he 
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arrested, in 1831, Don Francisco Madero, ^hile 
engaged in executing his commission from the Go¬ 
vernor of Coahuiia and Texas, authorising him to 
put the settlers on the Trinity river in possession 
of their lands. The Commissioner and his sur¬ 
veyor, Jose Maria Carbajal, wete taken by Brad- 
burn’s soldiers, and imprisoned at Anahuac. The 
arrest was made under the plea that the Commis¬ 
sioner was acting in contravention of the Eleventh 
Article of the Law of the 6th of April, 1830; but its 
gross illegality was manifest, and was ^emphatically 
condemned by the Governor of the State.* 

The next attack upon the rights of the Texans 
was the subversion of the Ayuntamienlo, legally 
organised for the settlement of Liberty on the 
Trinity river. Not content with formally abolish¬ 
ing this municipality by a laconic rnih^iiiy order, 
and preventing the elections ‘tiy force, Colonel 
Bradbum chose to establish another at Aualuiac, 
without either the sanction or the knowledge of 
the State government. This garrison corporation 
claimed an extraordinary share of civil prerogative; 
and the commandant, its head, assuming the aji- 
propriation of extensive sections of land in the 
character of empresario, distributed grants by 
virtue of the law of the strong arm, in contempt of 
the law of the State. Yet the principal officers of 

* In the message of the Governor to the legislature of thr State 
of Coahuiia and Texas, at the opening of the session in 1632, after 
noticing the illegal conduct of Bradbum, in arresting the Com¬ 
missioner Madero, His Excellency observed—" This matter is m 
such a sitnaUon that, to remove the obstacles, it viould be neces¬ 
sary to adopt measures that might compromise the State in the 
highest degree.” 
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this very AyuntamieHto were threatened with mili¬ 
tary arrest, and obliged to fly to Austin’s colony. 

Emboldened by tile impunity which attended his 
violent and unconstitutional proceedings, Brad- 
bum ventured to infringe the personal liberties 
of the settlers. Some of the soldiers who were 
employed in cutting timber, having assaulted a 
respectable citizen, several of his neighbours waited 
on the commandant to demmd punishment of the 
orfenders. Their appeal being disregarded, they 
resolved to. intercept the aggressors and inflict sum¬ 
mary chastisement themselves. Intimation of their 
intention was conveyed to Bradburn, who had them 
suddenly arrested and imprisoned in the fort. About 
the same time, William Barrett Travis, whose name 
was afterwards distinguished in Texan histor}% was 
also coiiiuMd-at Anahuac, on suspicion of being the 
Author of a tlireatcning letter to the commandant. 
Alarm and indignation at these lawless proceedings 
spread among the colonists, who assembling at 
Anahuac to the amount of about 150 men, headed 
by John Austin,* respectfully applied for the re¬ 
lease of the prisoners. Receiving a refusal, they 

* John Austin was a native Connecticut in New England, 
but unconnected with the family of Stephen Austin. Being of on 
adventurous spirit, he wandered, while yet a hoy, from a quiet 
and religious home, ahd went “ before the mast.” One of his 
voyages brought him tn a M.exican port, from which hisjau^ity 
led him to Capital, where <he became acgutunte djj^Bfc - 
phen Austin, that engaged in the final negotiations res^^^Hps 
first colony, and accompanied him to Texas.. ** Hc|^^|prs 
Mrs. Holley, “ Great strength of character, was foreml||Hpery 
important crisis, and ready at every poSt of danger.^* 
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threatened to reduce the garrison; whereupon the 
commandant, ordering the prisoners to be pinioned 
to the ground, declared that ^e first shot fired 
by the colonists should be the signal of their fate. 
Travis, hearing this, called on his. firiends to fire 
away, and not regard his life, as he would rather tiie 
a thousand deaths than permit the oppressor to re¬ 
main unpunished. In reply to Bradbum's menace, 
the colonists vowed that if he dared to execute it, the 
crime and its retribution should be written on the 
walls of the fort in his best blood. A few shots were 


fired, but, before a regular attack was commenced, 
terms of adjustment were proposed and accepted, 
by which the commandant agi aed to the immediate 
release of the prisoners, on condition that the colo¬ 
nists should previously retire six miles from the fort. 
No sooner had the latter withdrawn thaj^^jivailing 
himself of the opportunity of procuring some mili¬ 
tary stores deposited in another part of the village, 
Bradburn retracted his agreement, and bade de¬ 
fiance to the colonists, who forthwith seriously re¬ 
solved to attempt the reduction of the garrison. 
Leaving his force under the command of W. C. 
Hall, John Austin proceeded in quest of artillery to 
Velasco. Ugartechea, the officer in command at 
that place, having opposed riie. shipment of the 


cannon, Austin determined on taking it by land. 

however, that, in his absence, Ugartechea 
n^^Harass the colonists on the Brazos, be asked 
an^Hpation o? his intentions, and was informed 
subordinate to Colonel Bradburn, he 
i^uid obey his ordesrs, sfould tliey direct him to 
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attack the settlement at Brazoria. Under these 
circumstances, Austin decided on dislodging Ugar- 
techea before he joined his friends before Anahuac. 

On the morning of the 26th of June, 1832, while 
it was yet dark, 112 Texans, commanded by John 
Austin, began the attack oh the Mexican garrison 
of Velasco, directed in their fire by the flash of the 
guns from the fort. Until day dawned, they fought 
at great disadvantage, and sufiered considerably, 
not only from small arms, but from a gun mounted 
on a swivel upon a bastion > their opponents sus¬ 
tained comparatively little injury. With the return 
of light, the skill of the Texan marksmen operated 
with deadly effect. Every Mexican who showed 
his head above the walls of the fort was shot; the 
cannon was repeatedly cleared; and the hands that 
success! velsLlield the lighted match were shattered 
-by the rifle, with^lie precision of expert pistol prac¬ 
tice, until, at last, Ugartechea, unable to man the 
bastion with his terrified mercenaries, ascended it 
himself, and directed the gun. Respecting him as 
a man, and admiring his gallant bearing as a sol¬ 
dier, the Texans, although they might have de¬ 
spatched a bullet through either eye of the com¬ 
mandant, abstained fk>m firing, and the fort was 
surrendered; terms of capitulation being duly sub¬ 
scribed, and the Mexicans received and treated with 
kindness. In this affair eleven Texans were killed, 
and fifty-two wounded, tw^ve of^ them mortally. 
Of the 125 Mexicans who formed the garrison,, 
about one-half were killed, and seventeen lost their 
hands b^f^the fearful drillmg of the rifle. 

After the fall of Velasco, Austin conveyed the 
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cannon to the force assembled at Turtle Bayou for 
the siege of Analiuac; but, on arriving there, he 
learned that the object of the colonists had been 
accomplished. It appeared that Bradbum had con¬ 
veyed intelligence of his situation to Colonel Pie- 
dras, commandant of the Eastern frontier, at Nacog¬ 
doches, and re(][uested him to repair to Anahuac 
witli reinforcements. Piedras started with a con* 
siderable force; but, intercepted by the colonists 
posted at Turtle Bayou, who were ntw 300 strong, 
he was obliged to capitulate without a contest. In 
consideration of being permitted to return unmo¬ 
lested to Nacogdoches, he engaged, as the superior 
in command, to release the j)risonei at Anahuae, 
and to bring Bradbum to trial. The lattei t scaped 
from the fort, and fled to New Orleans. 


Thus far the colonists had pmcnp<h» d triumj >]iantl v 
in resistance to military oppressiojcr, but Mibsecjiient- 
reflection brought with it apprehensions of evil con¬ 
sequences from their temerity in taking arms agaiii'^t 
the Federal troops. For the purpose of depriving 
their acts of the rebellious aspect which they were 
certain to assume in the eyes of the Mexican au¬ 
thorities, they adopted a series of resolutions, setting 
forth that, in expelling Bradbum and Ugartechea, 
they were influenced chiefly by zeal for the Plan of 
Vem Cruz, proclaimed by Santa Anna in the be¬ 
ginning of the year 1832. 

The agitatioi^ of this Plan, which was a move¬ 
ment on popular and constitutional grounds against 
Bustamente and his arbitrary encroachments, com¬ 
menced with the garrison of Vera Cruz,* and ex¬ 
tended over the whole interior of Mexico Pedra/a, 
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■ who had been ejected from the Presidential chair 
and banished, was recalled. After a struggle of 
nearly a year, attended by the usual proportion of 
anarchy and bloodshed, Bustamente, depressed by 
defeat and the death of his favourite general Teran, 
the enemy of the Texan colonists, proposed an ar¬ 
mistice to Santa Anna, which terminated in an 
arrangement between them, whereby it was agreed 
that Pedraza should be received as the constitu¬ 
tional President, by virtue of the election of 1828, 
and that the armies of both parties should unite in 
support of the Federal Constitution in its original 
jjurity. The Mexican Congress refused its assent 
to this treaty; upon which the rival chiefs entered 
into a fresh compact to enforce its stipulations, with¬ 
out regard to the opposition of the legislative body. 
Pedraza Jiii^ai^talled as President on. the 26th of 
^December, 18»T^^?ind, after serving the small re¬ 
mainder of his constitutional term, which expired 
on the Ist of April, 1833,^e was succeeded by 
Santa Anna, with Gomez Farias as Vice-President, 
the first that had been chosen from civil life. En¬ 
tering the capital on the 15th of May, the new 
President assumed the duties of his office. The 
Federal system, which had been outraged by tlie 
usurpations of the Centralist leader, Bustamente, 
was again recognised, and apparently re-established, 
under the new administration. 

During the progress of these evqpts, intelligence 
of the rising in Texaa had been communicated to 
Santa Anna, who believing that the object of the 
Anglo-Americans was Mparation from Mexico, de¬ 
spatched against them Colonel Mexia, who sailed 
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from the Barra Santiago, at the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, on the 14th of July, with five vessels, and 
a force of 400 men. Stephen‘Austin, then a re¬ 
presentative from Texas in the State Legislature, 
embarked with Mexia, and on the 16th the fleet 
anchored off the entrance of the Brazos. An of¬ 
ficial letter was addressed by Mexia to the second 
Alcalde of the second department of Austin’s colony 
(John Austin), who, in reply, detailed the late events 
in Texas, and the motives of the colonists in ap¬ 
pealing to arms. 

“ We are farmers, and not soldiers,” said Austin; 
‘‘therefore desire that the military commandants, 
shall not interfere with us at all. Since 1830, we 
have been pretty much governed militarily, and in 
such a despotic manner that we were finally driven 
to arms, to resist within their limits military 
subalterns of the general goveminent. We have 
not insulted the flag of our adopted country, as had 
been surmised from dllr first movements; but, on 
the contrary, we have sustained its true dignity, and 
attacked those who have outraged it, by using it as 
a pretext for their encroachments upon the Con¬ 
stitution and Sovereignty of the State of Coahuila 
and Texas, and as a cover for their baseness and 
personal crimes. 

“ The commandant of Fort Velasco acted under 
the orders of the commandant of Anahuac, Colonel 
Juan Davis Bradburn. An investigation of the con¬ 
duct of that officer will Inform you fully of the de¬ 
tails of many despotic and iffbitrary acts. He was 
sustained by the coifimandant of Nacogdoches, Co¬ 
lonel Piedras, and by that of Fort Velasco, Lieu- 
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which afforded the inhabitants of that place a pre¬ 
text for expelling him. Declaring in favour of the 
Vera Cruz Plan, the Nacogdoches settlers attacked 
the garrison in their “ quartel,** and after protracted 
skirmishing, in which three Texans were killed and 
seven wounded, and eighteen Mexicans killed and 
twenty-two wounded, the latter evacuated their 
quarters during the night, and retreated towards 
the river Angelina. Pursued by a garty of twenty 
mounted men, who killed two of their number 
and wounded, several, their leader, Piedras, pro¬ 
posed a temporary cessation of hostilities; as it was 
late in the evening, he was allowed to occupy the 
house of. an Anglo-American without molestation 
from the TexaiJb. The next morning, the Mexicans, 
terrified by a deceptive report of the approach of a 
large hostile force, surrendered at d^ef^on, and, 
after being disarmed, were pefflifted to continue 
their route to San Antonio de Bexar. Other gar¬ 
risons withdrew into the interior about the same 
time. The citizens of Bexar and the governor of 
the State openly declared for the Plan of Vera Cruz; 
political unanimity generally prevailed, and, in Au¬ 
gust, 1832, Texas was free from military domination 
and internal strife. 

The Texan colonists were ejqiosed to severe trials 
at the close of this year. Hardly had they been re¬ 
lieved from the aggressions of the Mexican soldiery, 
when they were threatened with a formidable imip- 
tion of frontier Indians. Against these savages their 
own moral and physical resources constituted the sole 
means ^ defence, with the exception of less than 
seventy soldiers, maintained by the citizens of Bexar. 
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tenant Colonel Ugartechea, and, consequently, we 
were compelled to oppose them all. 

“Therefore we attacked Fort Velasco on the 26th 
of last month, with 112 farmers, hastily collected, 
without discipline, and badly armed; and, after an 
obstinate and bloody engagement of eleven hours, 
it surrendered, on the terms expressed in the en¬ 
closed copy of the capitulation—every article of 
which has beeq strictly complied with on our part, 
brides furnishing the provisions needed for the 
troops.” 

Representatives from the different Ayuntamientos 
were convened at San Felipe, by whom the causes 
of the disturbances were fully investigated, and a 
formal explanatory statement drawn up and pre¬ 
sented to Mexia, to be by him transmitted to Ge¬ 
neral S airta i wl^ ma. This statement, after reciting 
the arbitrary inStStires of Colonel Bradbum, ex¬ 
pressed the earnest desire of the colonists that the 
government should be restored to its constitutional 
basis, according to the principles of the Federal re¬ 
publican party head^ by Santa Anna; and con¬ 
veyed their declaration that their only aim was to 
sustain the Constitution and the laws, which the 
military had violated. Professing to be satisfied 
with the explanations and assurances offered by the 
Texans, Mexia sailed with his fleet to Matamoras, 
taking with him, as a re-inforcement to the army of 
Santa Anna, the garrison of the dismantled fort at 
Velasco, and such other Mexican troops as were 
disposed to act against Bustamente. Piedras, the 
comman3ant at Nacogdoches, declined Mexia*s in¬ 
vitation to join the Liberating Army” in Mexico, 
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The Bustameate administration, pressed by Santa 
Anna and the Constitutionalists, was unable to spare 
either money or men from the exigencies of civil war. 
The calamities of the settlers were farther increased 
by the ravages of the cholera, which swept off many 
valuable members of the struggling community. 
Among the victims of this terrible disease was Jolin 
Austin, witli his aged father, who had travelled from 
his distant home to witness the prosperity of his 
fugitive son. 

A strong conviction was now impressed upon 
many of the Anglo-Americans, that without the pos¬ 
session of full and indejiendent powers of local 
administration, their social progress must be griev¬ 
ously retarded, and their rights exposed to constant 
invasion from contending factions and their ambi¬ 
tious chie.fc.i^Under this persuasion, a Convention 
•of the people waS^mmoned to meet at San Fel^ 
de Austin, where it assembled in October, 1832, for 
tlie purpose of framing a memorial to the Supreme 
Cioveruraent, for the repeal of the invidious law of 
the Cth of April, 1830, and for the separation of 
Texas from Coahuila. 

It was barely possible that, by conferring an 
independent State Legislature upon Texas, the 
Mexic^ government might have retained it as a 
member of the National Federation, but it must 
have been perfectly obvious to all who had an accu¬ 
rate idea of Anglo-Americ€m character and training, 
that, with the growing power of the colonists, would 
arise an irrepressible impatience of the loose and 
anarchical rule which Mexico*inherited from her 
European parent. The local administration was 
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to the^ast degree imperfect and inefficient. The 
laws which affected life and liberty, and regulated 
the civil relations of the settlers, were published in 
the Spanish language and dispersed in cumbrous 
compilations in remote districts. The capital of the 
Federation was distant 1200 miles from their 
southern frontier—the capital of the State of Coa- 
huila and Texas, about 500. In the latter were the 
principal public officers, and courts of appeal from 
the local authorities, and to obtain a hearing 
was an affair of great difficulty—sometimes not 
accomplished until after a delay of years. Public 
education had been neglected, the narrow and 
meagre plans recommended by the legislature of 
Coahuila and Texas having remained unexecuted. 
By a decree of the 13th of May 1829, it was resolved, 
that a school of “ mutual insfructioi^ m. 4kc Lancas- 
terian plan” should be establil^'ecl in each depart¬ 
ment of the State, to consist of 150 pupils each, 
who were to be instructed ia “ reading, writing, 
arithmetic, the principles of the Catholic religion, 
and all Ackerman’s catechisms of tlie arts and 
sciences.” Another decree, dated the 13th of April, 
1830, empowered the executive to establish six 
primary schools, until those on the Lancasterian 
system, mentioned in the preceding decrft||. could 
be organised. 

Public spirit and funds were wanting to enforce 
these petty enajitments, as well as others of a more 
aspiring character. Tlie Texan representatives 
formed a powerless ^minority in the State Legisla¬ 
ture, most of whose laws betrayed a Mexican ori¬ 
gin. Notwithstanding various notable devices for 
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raising a revenae, such as the leasing of the “ cock- 
jnt location of the whole' State” for five years, 
levying a tax on bilfiard tables “of twenty-four 
dollars per annum, to be paid in three equal instal¬ 
ments in advance,” and an impost of two per cent, 
on the cireulaticm of money, “ the collection to be 
made in each town at the time of removal of 
any amount of money, whether the same be destined 
to a place within or without the State,”* with pe¬ 
cuniary penalties for larceny and official malversa¬ 
tion, cigar and other monopolies, &c.,—^the treasury 
of Coaliuila and Texas was so deficient in funds to 
meet “the most urgent expenses,” that a decree 
was passed suspending the office of Oovemment 
Councillor until the State should be able to defray 
the expense thereof, and limiting die payment of 
the to occasions when he might be 

called upon, by ekUaordinary circumstances, such 
as sickness and death, to discharge the duties of 
Governor. For the same cause, the department or 
district Chiefs were suspended from the exercise of 
their fiinctioiis, with the exception of the Supreme 
Political Chief of Texas. A decree of the 2nd of 
April, 1829, attributed the dedining state of the 
internal trade in a great measure to “ the influx of 
foreigners into the markets,” and prohibited mer¬ 
chants belonging to nations that “ had not ratified 
treaties with limdco ” fVom selling goods by retail. 
This wise enad^ent ^ve place to another, on the 
13di May; ‘ 1829, prohibited “ foreign 

d wimtevet not naturalised in 

* Decreto 3, dado en ^ SeUUUOt ft SI de JtiHo de 1897. 

c 
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the Republic of Mexico, from rdiailing goods in 
any town in the State, they bfeihg pennitted to sell 
only by wholesale, for cash bn credit.” The 
same law forbade the introduction" and sale by 
foreigners, or natives, of coarse cotton and woollen 
stuffs not manufactured in the Bephblic. There 
being few merchants of capital in M^lco, the rule 
of the native traders was to a pride bn all foreign 
goods, and neither buy nor sell at ahy other. This 
combination compelling certain ffjreign merchants 
to retail their own goods—a plan which they found 
very successful—the Mexican legislators interfered, 
and deprived them of the privilege.' 

From the clog of a govemmenf with views so 
puerile and intolerant it was natural that the Anglo- 
Texans should yearn to be liberated, which they 
hoped to be by obtaining a s ^ar yte'0tute govern¬ 
ment, according to the guarantee of the Constitu¬ 
tional act of the Constituent Congress of Mexico, of 
the 7th of May, i^24. The subject was fully discussed 
by the Convention of October, 1832, at San Felipe, 
which adjourned after a week spent in deliberation. 
In consequence, however, of the suddenness witli 
which the Convention hkd been convoked and the 


non-attendance of a number of the delegates, the 
proceedings did not afford general satisfaction, A 
second Convention, was, therefore, asseihbled, at 
the same place, on the Ist of AprUj 1833, specially , 


empowered to* frame e^^^State Constitution, to be 
submitted to the NaflbnC'W a 

Memorial praying, for the admission oTT^xas into 
the Mexican Union, in conformity with the terms 
of the Federal compact. 
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A Constitution for the State of Texas, as a 
distinct and indefiendent member of the Mexican 
Federation, based upon enlightened principles and 
securing the rigiit of Trial by Jury and tl^ privi¬ 
lege of Habeas Chrpus^ was filmed and adopted, 
together with a petition to the General Government, 
declaratory of the injury sustained by Texas in her 
connexion witli Coahuila, and the considerations on 
which the petitioners deemed her entitled to the 
rank of a constitutional unity. 

The petition commenced by expressing the wish 
of the inhabitants of Texas, met in General Con¬ 
vention, by means of delegates, for the separation 
of Texas from Coahuila, believing such separation 
indispensable to their mutual happiness and pros- 
])erity, and satisfied that it would ultimately be 
productive of .tl^most happy results to the Mex- 
i(5an Republic, 

“ Our misfortunes,” said the petitkaiers, “ pervade the 
whole territory—operate on the whole population; and 
arc as diversified in character as our public interests and 
necessities are various. Texas, at large, feels and deplores 
an titter destitution of the common benefits which have 
usually accrued from the worst system of internal govern¬ 
ment that tho patience of maakiiid ever tolerated. She is 
virtually without a government—and if she be not precipi¬ 
tated into all the horrors of anarchy, it is only because 
there is a reclaiming spirit among the people which infuses 
a moral energy into* the fragments of authority that exist 
among us. * * * Wd'complain more of die want of 

a/i the important elbdbuttil of, government than of the. 
abuses of scuy. 

** There are some impressive reasohs why the peace and 
happiness of Te;B:as demand a local government Con- 

c 2 



20 


TEXAS. 


[book TI. 


stituting a remote frontier of the KcpuMe^ and bordering 
on a powerful nation, a portion of , whose population in 
juxta-position with her is notoriously ^s^jQigate and lawless, 
she requires, in a peculiar and comply sense, the vigorous 
applicatibn of such laws as are essential to the prevention 
of illicit commerce, to the security of public revenues, 
and to the avoidance of serious coIHsidh Wi^ the autlio* 
rities of the neighbouring Republic. That nuch a judicial 
administration is impracticable under the present arrange¬ 
ment, is too forcibly illustrated hy the past to admit ^ ai^ 
natural hope for the future. 

“ It is an acknowledged principle in the science juris¬ 
prudence, that the prompt and certain infliction of mild 
and humane punishments is more eflicadotis for the pre¬ 
vention of crime, than a tardy and precarious administra¬ 
tion of the most sanguinary penal code. Texas is virtually 
denied the benefit of this benevolent rule, by the locality 
and the character of her present Government. Crimes of 
the greatest atrocity may go unpunished, and hardened 
criminals triumph m <he||, iniquity , bey nwe of the difficul¬ 
ties and delays which encum^r hSTjudicial system, add 
necessarily intervene between a tnel and a conviction, and 
the sentence and the execution of the law. Our ^Supreme 
Tribunal of Justice’ holds its sessions upwards of seven 
hundred miles distant from our central population; and 
that distance is greatly enlarged, and sometimes im¬ 
passable, by the casttdties incident to a «»a«7eondueted hy 
.a single horseman, throtigh a wilderness often infested by 
vagrant and murderous IniSans. Beft;re sentence can be 
pronounced hy the local courts on persons charged with 
the most atrocious crimes, the copy of the process must he 
transmitted to an assessor, residenVat Leona Vicario (Sal¬ 
tillo), who is too far removed from the scene of guilt to 
appreciate the importance^ a Jpeedy decision, and is too 
much estranged from our eirE ’sintd to 

feel the miseries that result ftom a tot^ want.>^1e^ pro¬ 
tection in person and ‘property. But our diffic^^s do not 
terminate here: after the assessor shall have '^^ond leisure 
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to render his apnion, and final judgment is pronounced^ 
it again becomes necessary to resort to the capital^ to sub> 
mit the tardy septenoe to the Supreme Tribunal, for 
^ approbation, revpeation, or modification,’ before the judg¬ 
ment of the law be executed. Here we have again to 
encounter the vexations and delays incident to aU Govern¬ 
ments, wheria iho^ who exercise its most interesting func¬ 
tions, are removed by distance from the people on whom 
they operate, and for whose benefit the social compact is 
created. 

_ V ' I 

** These repeated delays, resulting from the remoteness 
of otor courts of judicature, are pernicious in many re¬ 
spects : they involve heavy expenses, which in civil suits 
are excessively onerous to litigants, and give to the rich 
and iufiuential such manifold advantages over the poor, as 
operate to an absolute exclusion of the latter from the 
remedial and proteclivd^ benefits of the law. They offer 
seductive opportunities and mcitements to bribery and cor¬ 
ruption, and endanger tlie sacred purity of the judiciary, 
which, of all the^ branches of Government, is most inti¬ 
mately associated witii'lhe domestic and social happiness of 
man, and should therefore he, not only sound and pure, 
but unsuspected qf tlie venal ipfecjtion. They present in¬ 
superable difficulties to the exercise of the corrective right 
of recusatioii, and virtually nullify the constitutional power 
of impeachment. In criminal actions they are no less in¬ 
jurious. They are eqiuvalent to'a licence to iniquity, and 
exert a dangerous infiuence on moral feelings at large. • 
Before the te<Bpp6 procc8S;,>o^. me law can be complied 
with, and the criminal, whose hands are, perhaps, imbrued 
in a brother’s blood, be made to feel its retributive justice, 
the remembrance of his crime is partially effaced from 
the public mind; and the rightoons arbitrament of the law, 
which, if promptly executed, would hav^ received univer¬ 
sal api^igJ^Qn ai^ l>een warning to evil-doers, 

is as yindictive cruel. The popular feeling 

is change 4i‘om a just indignation ef the crime, into an 
amiable, hnt mistaken sympathy for the criminal; and by 
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an easy and natural transitiun^ is conrerted into disgust 
and disaffection towards the Government and its laws.*’ 


The petitioners further represented “ that Coa- 
huila and Texas were altogether dissiinilar in soil, 
climate, and natural productions; that, owing to the 
numerical inequality of their respective representa¬ 
tives, the enactment of laws beneficial to Texas 
could only emanate from the * generous courtesy’ 
of her constitutional partner, and that legislative 
advantages to the one might, from ii^compatibility 
of interests, be ruinous to the other. Protection 
from Indian depredations, they declare to be of vital 
im])ortance to Texas, which protection Coahuila was 
unable to render: the Indiana in their immediate 
neighbourhood had been denied justice, which would 
be granted by independent Texas. Finally, Texas 
jjossessed the necessary elements Jfer a State go¬ 
vernment, and for her attachdi^t to tlie Federal 
Constitution and to the Republic, they pledged their 
lives and honours.’* 

Among the various petitions to the general go¬ 
vernment, which accompanied the preceding, there 
was one complaining of the tariff, a frequent source 
of dissension between'thC sdttters and the officers of 
the Federation. This pMfion represented that the 
duties on articles of necessity to the inhabitants, that 
were not, nor could be manufactured in Texas for 


years to come, were so high as to amount to a total 
prohibition, and many other articles of prime neces¬ 


sity were absolutely pridiibit^. The/p^|ie of 
Texas being geneijally farmers, subsisting^ i»y agri¬ 
cultural labour, and destitute of manufacturing 
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establishments, thej^ prayed the general govern¬ 
ment to grant them for three years the privilege of 
introducing, free of duty, certain articles indispens¬ 
able to their comfort and advancement—^among 
which were enumerated, provisions, iron and steel, 
machinery, ferming utensils, tools of the various 
mechanic arts, hard-ware and hollow-ware, nails, 
waggons and carts, cotton-bagging and bale-rope, 
coarse cqtton goods and clothing, shoes and hats, 
household and kitchen furniture, ammunition, me- 
didnps, books, and stationery. Many of these arti¬ 
cles were either directly or indirectly prohibited. 
It was stated, in conclusion, that the trade of Texas 
was small, and the resources of the settlers limited, 
but, if fostered by a liberal policy on the part of 
the general government, the trade would in a few 
years yield a revenue of no little importance. 

• For the purpose of bimging the petitions under 
the serious consideration of the Federal Govern¬ 
ment, the Convention nominated three commission¬ 
ers—Stephen Austki, Erasmo Seguin, (a respectable 
Mexican planter,) and James B. Miller. Ultimately, 
however, the danger and toil of the mission devolved 
solely upon Colonel Austin, .who, although he, in 
common with the majority pf the colonists, depre¬ 
cated every approach to rash aiwl precipitate mea¬ 
sures, and was doubtihl of the expediency of appeal¬ 
ing, at that particular time, to the Supreme Go- 
verumept for admission into the Union, acceded to 
the Ipgpl and constittitiop|i expression of the popular 
will. On the rise of the Convention, he left Texas 
in April •for the city of Mexfco, where he soon 
afterwards arrived, and found the spirit of faction 
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in as virulent activity as it had been ten years be¬ 
fore, when he was a suitor for the confirmation of 
his contract of colonization. 

On the 1st of June, little more than a fortnight 
after Santa Anna had formally entered upon the 
exercise of the Presidential duties. General Duran 
promulgated a plan, at San Augustin de las Cuevas, 
in favour of the church and army, and calling 
the illustrious Santa Anna to the Supreme Dida- 
torship of the Mexican nation. Although there 
were the strongest grounds for believing that the 
versatile and ambitious President had secretly in¬ 
stigated this movement, he raised a large force, and 
appointing Arista, one of Bastamente*s most devoted 
{)artisans, his second in command, left the capital 
with the professed intention of quelling the revolt, 
Lorenzo de Zavala, governor of Mexico, and a 
political associate and suppoiter' of Santa Anna 
in federal principles, had in vain remonstrated 
against the appointment of Arista to such an im- 
portmit trust. The government laoops had not 
proceeded far when Arista, changing his views, de¬ 
clared in favour of the Plan of Duran, and secured 
the President’s person, simultaneously proclaiming 
him Dictator. News of the movement reached the 
military in the capital, who Joined in the cry of 
“ Santa Anna for Dictator 1” but the"Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, Gomez Farias, distrusting Santa Anna, and 
convinced that Jhe anest was a voluntary trial erf his 
popularity, to test the probability of suoeeeding 
in his ulterior aim of unconstitutional ascendancy, 
rallied the Federalisits against the soldiery ^ hnd, aid^ 
by Zavala, frustrated the ingenious scheme of the 
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President and his allies. Aifecting to make his 
escape, Santa Anna returned to the city, satisfied 
that the public mind was not yet prepared for the 
adoption of a Central Government. To reinstate 
himself in the confidence of the friends of the consti¬ 
tution, he determined to sacrifice the very persons he 
had suborned to rebellion. He raised accordingly 
anotlier force, and joined by a division under Gene¬ 
ral Mexia, pursued the insurgents, whom he com¬ 
pelled to surrender at Guanaxuato. Arista was 
pardoned and Duran banished, and the victorious 
President returned to the capital, where he was 
hailed by the populace as the champion of the Fe¬ 
deral Constitution and the father of his country! 
Disappointed in this attempt, Santa Anna retired 
for a season to his estate, where he occupied him¬ 
self in endeavours to effecst by intrigue what he 
had failed to accomplish by a dexterous stroke of 
political strategy. 

In the absence of the executive head, his authority 
devolved upon the Vice-President, (Jomez Farias, 
who, entertaining a confirmed dislike of the priest¬ 
hood and the mihtary, commenced a system of re¬ 
trenchment and reform 1^ reducing the army. His 
views were fcdlowed out by Congress, which 
passed several salutary laws for restraining the 
power of the clergy. In order to relieve the finan¬ 
cial embarrassments a eoantry burdened with a 
heavy public debt,' and uttprovide4 with means for 
mainta^ing even its peace establishments, the Fe¬ 
deral Le^lature was about to appropriate a portion 
of Uae ecfclesiastical revenues to*the public use, when 
signs of revolutionary outbreaks appeared in various 
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quarters. Countenanced, prol^abiy, by Santa Anna, 
who had openly displayed his hostility to Farias and 
his policy, General Bravo commenced an insurrec¬ 
tion in the south, and an attempt was made to seize 
the Vice-President in his house at Mexico. It was 
amidst this turmoil of antagonist parties that Austin 
sought to obtain the acquiescence of the General 
Government in the wishes of the Texan colonists, 
as expressed by their petitions^, 

In a despatch to the municipality of Bexar^ dated 
the 14th of August, he intimated his expectation of 
a favourable result to his mission; still no de¬ 
finitive arrangement had been made. To use his 
own words, “ Months.had passed, and nothing was 
done with the petition, except to refer it to a Com¬ 
mittee of Congress, where it slept, and was likely 
to sleep. I finally urged the just and constitutional 
claims of Texas to became a State, in the most press* 
ing manner, as I believed it to be my duty to do; 
representing, also, the necessity and good policy of 
this measure, owing to the almost total want of local 
government of any kind—^the absolute want of a 
judiciary—^the evident impossibility of being go¬ 
verned any longer by Qoahuila (for three-fourths of 
the Legislature were from thence), and the conse¬ 
quent anarchy and discontent that existed in Texas. 
It was my misfortune to oflPend tlie high authorities 
of the nation: my frank and honest exposition of 
the truth was construed into threats. At this time 
(September and October, 1833) a revolution was 
raging in many parts of the natiohj and especially 
in the vicinity of die city of Mexico. I despaired 
of obtaining anything; and wrote to Texas, recom- 
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mending the people there to organise as a State, de 
facto, without waiting any longer. This letter may 
have been imprudent, as respects the injury it might 
do me personally; but how far it was criminal, or 
treasonable, considering the revolutionary condition 
of the whole nation, and the peculiar claims and 
necessities of Texas, impartial men must decide.** 

Austin had irritated the national pride of the 
Vice-President by pltiinly stating, what he knew 
must ultimately be the effect of rejecting the 
ap[)cal of the colonists. The letter to wliicii he al¬ 
ludes was addressed to the municipality of Bexar, 
from the city of Mexico, on the 2nd of October. 
He informed the municipal authorities that, after 
the 14th of August, the Congress had been deterred 
Irom meeting regularly by the cholera. The sudden 
civil war, of which it was difiicult to foresee the re- 
smlt, had, moreover, paralysed public adiiirs; so 
that, up to the hour of writing, nothing had been, 
nor was likely to be done. “ In such a state of 
things,” he adds, “ I strongly recommend that all 
the municipalities of Texas should come, without 
delay, to an understanding—organising a local go¬ 
vernment for Texas as a State of the Mexican Con¬ 
federation, grounded on the law of the 7th of May, 
J824. Things should be prepared with union and 
harmony, thus being ready for the time when the 
Congi-css will refuse their approval. 

“ This step,’* he remarks in condlpsion, “ is abso¬ 
lutely necessary as a preparatory measure; as we 
(^an no longer doubt that, if the inhabitants of Texas 
do not take matters into their own hands, that beau- 
tiiul country is ruined for ever. I now recommend 
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the only course which we can pursue to save our¬ 
selves from anarchy and total destruction. Under 
such circumstances, I trust that you will lose no 
time in addressing a communication to every cor¬ 
poration of Texas, exhorting them to concur in the 
organization of a local government, independent of 
Coahuila, even should the Supreme Government of 
Mexico refuse its consent.” 

Having transmitted this letter to its destination, 
and having obtained through his friend Lorenzo de 
Zavala, the Governor of Mexico, the repeal of the 
whole of the eleventh article of the law of the 6th 
of July, 1830, by which “the citizens of foreign 
countries lying adjacent to the Mexican territories” 
were “ prohibited from settling as colonists in the 
States or Territories of the Republic adjoining such 
countries,” Colonel Austin quitted the capital and 
proceeded towards Texas. On the 10th of Decem¬ 
ber he took leave of the Vice-President, to whom 
he had become personally reconciled. In the mean¬ 
time, the letter of the 2nd of October had been re¬ 
ceived and discussed by the municipality of Bexar. 
Owing, perhaps, to the preponderance of Mexican 
influence in that coloration, the recommendations 
of the Commissioner were disapproved by the ma¬ 
jority, and the communication itself forwarded to 
the federal authorities in the city of Mexico. Highly 
incensed by the discovery, the Vice-President de¬ 
spatched an express, with orders to the governors of 
the diflerent States through which he was to pass, to 
secure Austin’s person. He was arrested at Saltillo, 
230 leagues from Mexico, tak^ back -to lhat city, 
and imprisoned in the dungeons of the bid Inquisi- 
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tion—shut out from the light of day, and not al¬ 
lowed to speak to or correspond with any one, nor 
to have books, pen, ink, or paper. Parties hostile 
to Austin and his object had inflamed the mind of 
the Vide-President against him, so that he had be¬ 
come his most violent and bitter enemy. Farias 
was an honest supporter of the Federal system ; but 
he was of a hard and unyielding temper, and was 
governed by the opinion that the enforcement of a 
modified system of terror was essential to the wel¬ 
fare of the country. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Settlement of Beales* and Grant’s Concession on the Rio Grande 
in 1833-4-~DepMture of the Amos "Wright schooner from 
New York and arrival in Aransas Bay—Unpropitious season— 
Mexican Coast Guard and Collector of Customs-—Difficulty of 
Winter Travelling—Refugio and €U>liad—Mexican Rancho— 
Bexar—Journey to the Rio Grande—Founding a Town—De¬ 
parture of the Empresario—Fate of the Settlement—Supe¬ 
riority of Anglo-American Colonization. 

In the history of a modem colony, every advance 
towards the formation of a new settlement has a 
claim to be recorded. Whether the attempt to 
colonise has been successful or unsuccessful, it sel¬ 
dom fails to supply useful instmetion to future 
adventurers. Holding Uiis opinion, and moreover 
desirous to exhibit the condition of a lar^e and yet 
unsettled portion of the Republic of Tex?^, as it 
was under Mexican' rule a few years ago, 1 pause 
in the narrative of geneml events, to relate tlie 
first operations of an association which made the 
earliest essay to establish a foreign colony in the 
district lying between the river Nueces and the Rio 
Grande. 

Doctor John Charles Beales, whose name has 
been previously, mentioned in this work, concluded 
with the State of CoahuUa said Texas a contract 
for colonising a tract between those rivers, com¬ 
prising three millions of acres. To this ebneession 
was added another of five millions of acres, farther 
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to the north. Doctor Beales, now in the practice 
of the medical profession in the city of New York, 
is an Englishman, a native of Aldborough in Suf¬ 
folk, and was m^ied in the city of Mexico, in the 
year 1830, to Doha Maria Dolores Soto* a Mexican 
lady, the widow of Richard Exter, an Englisli 
merchant, who, by virtue of an agreement with 
Stephen Julian Wilson, a naturalised citizen of tlic 
Mexican Republic, became a partner in certain 
Empresario contracts- Having in partnership with 
James Grant, a naturalised Mexican citizen, ob¬ 
tained Empresario rights for the settlement of 800 
European families, Doctor Beales, still retaining his 
character of Empresario, with the approval of Mr. 
Grant, associated himself with a New York Com¬ 
pany, formed of ])ersons of respectability, who pro¬ 
vided the requisite funds for procuring emigrants 
from Ireland, France, and Germany, and conveying 
them to the settlement. According to a manuscript 
journal transmitted by Dr. Beales to the Director 
of the Rio Grande and Texas Land Company, with 
which I was favoured by the Company’s secretary 
and legal adviser, Mr. Charles Edwards of New 
York, the first body of cdonists—fifty-nine in num¬ 
ber—embarked at New York for Aransas Bay, in 
Texas, in the schooner Amos Wright, on the 10th 
of November, 1833. To each emigrant the Em¬ 
presario was to concede one labor of land and a house 
lot free of charge. • 

The vessel sailed on^^he 11th of November, a 
very injudicious period, aS it exposed the emigrants 
to the discouragement and inconvenience of arriving 
in Texas at the molt unfavourable season of the 
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year. On the 3rd of December land was descried 
in Matagorda' Bay; on the 4th, at 9 o’clock a.m., 
land was made, 30 miles north of Aransaso inlet, 
and at 1 o’clock on the 6th, the schooner crossed 
tlie bar, wilh nine feet water, and came to anchor; 
the wind veering north-east and north-west. Head 
winds and strong tides delayed the vessel two days, 
but at 10 o’clock a.m; on the 8th they commenced 
warping up the bay. On the 9th it blew a very 
strong gale from the north, which prevented further 
progress: at 9 o’clock a.m. on the 10th they com¬ 
menced warping, up the channel, with light winds 
from the north. The wind becoming more favour¬ 
able at noon, they proceeded as far as Live Oak 
Point, where they anchored. At 8 o’clock, a.m., on 
the 11th, they weighed anchor and steered for 
Copano, distant about six miles to the westward, 
when the vessel ran aground, and they were unable 
to anchor until about 2 o’clock, p.m. On account 
of the superior freshness of the language, I shall 
borrow from the journal itself those passages which 
tend to illustrate the character of the expedition, 
and the social and physical aspect of the country. 

On the 11th of December, the master of the 
schooner (Mr. Munroe) went a^re, and brought 
off the captain of the Mexican coast-guard and 
all his force, consisting of a corporal and two sol¬ 
diers.—“ Had at supper the pleasune of the officer’s 
company who ashore at 7 o*ch>ck, completely 
intoxicated. On coniing al^ard, the military wished 
to give us a salute, but, unfortunately, only one 
pistol would go-oflC We had the mortification of 
learning, first, that we coul%iiot clear the vessel 
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without going to Goliad (La Bahia), a village about 
15 leagues distant; and secondly, that nothing could 
be done until the Collector of the Customs should 
pay us a visit, and it would be necessary to send 
ail express to him. It was some comfort, howeviT, 
that the captain of the coast-guard very coolly al¬ 
lowed us to disembark everything without the form¬ 
ality of either entering the vessel or receiving a 
custom-house officer.” 

JHec, V2lh .—^Wont on shore to select a proper place for 
pitching onr tents, which we arranged to have imme¬ 
diately on the shore, having an oyster-shell beach, and 
])rotc’(*tcd hy a few bushes. At this time we had a plen¬ 
tiful supply of water in the ponds on the prairie, but it 
must b<i observed that, in th(‘ dry season, there is no water 
near tlii^ plac(’, and it would be necessary to send a boat 
for it to Live Oak Point. There was a small half-finished 
frame-house on the beach, usually uninhabited, but occu¬ 
pied, when there was any vessel in the bay, by the captain 
of the coast-guard. A pai*ty set to work, clearing and level¬ 
ling the ground, for the purpose of ])itching the tents. 
This business was not completed for two or three days, 
and while the majority lived in the tents, a great many 
built small houses, so that our canxp at the end of a week 
presented a very comfortable appearance. The business 
of disembarking went on veiy' slowly, as the vessel could 
not aixproach within four hundred yards of the beach. At 
last we hit upon a plan vdiich succeeded perfectly; we ran 
a waggon into the water as far as it could conveniently go, 
and loaded it from the boat; and then by the aid of long 
ropes hauled it ashore. This operation lasted five or six 
days: in the mean while, the people were divided into six 
watches, and went upon gmird regularly, throe hours each 
watch. • 

Dec. \5th. —To-day the much-expected Collector of the 
Customs, Don Jose Maria Closio, made his appearance; and 
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as our vessel is the largest that has entered this port, he 
brought with him his wife and another lady, as well as 
an Indian. This visit rather deranged ns, as, from the 
situation he lield, he might give us a great deal of trouble, 
or the reverse: we therefore roused our cooks, and with 
some difficulty mustered a tolerable bill of fare, of which 
the “civilised” part of the expedition partook in the 
cabin of the schooner. Myself, being an old Mexican, 
was of course at home, but the rest of the party weic 
rather surprised at observing that the Ladies were not 
yet initiated into the art of cutting their own victuals; 
and still more so when they took out their cigars and 
speedily filled the cabin with spiokc!—Tlie Collector was 
an old officer of the army, who had travelled through all 
parts of the Republic, and possessed a great deal of inform¬ 
ation. I was highly amused, in my conversation with 
the Senora Administradora at the tone of contempt in 
which she spoke of the poor, ont-of-the-world, ignorant 
villagciifOf La Bahia. Indeed,” she observed, “persons 
who had seen large cities could not live happily in such a 
banishmentand then, with quite an air, assured me that 
she was herself “ born and bred in Saltillo !**—The oUier 
lady, being a Badina, w’as of course struck dumb by the 
superior knowledge of the Saltillena. Fortunately, the 
afternoon at length passed, and our visitors were escorted 
on shore. 

Dec. nth .—The Collector and his family took their 
leave ; the former having behaved in the most obliging 
manner, positively refusing to have a single article ex¬ 
amined. This was indeed a favour, as, although wc had 
nothing that was subject to duty or seizure, still an active 
examination would have caused ua several days* hard 
work, in opening and closing our trunks, chests, &e. &c. 
Our little attentions were thus amply repaid. The Indian 
amused the people very much by his skill in shooting 
with the bow and arrow.' I sent him out to shoot game, 
and he returned in a»8hort time vrith a very fipe deer, for 
which I paid him half a dollar. 

Dec. \9th .—^The two last days have been exceedingly 
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uncomfortable, blowing fresh from the northward, with 
heavy rain, so that we were unable to move out of our 
tents. A servant arrived from La Bahia, with six of my 
mules and one horse, these being all that remained out of 
fifteen loft there to be t^iken care of. 

Dec. 20M.—Mr. Power, Captain Munroe, and myself 
started on hired horses for La Bahia, but after proceeding 
about three leagues we came to the Lake of the Mis¬ 
sion,” and found it so full of water that it was impossible 
to ford it. We therefore were obliged to turn back, and 
arrived at the tents a little' after dark. 

Dec. 21.y/.—The same party made a second start for 
La Bahia, in one of the heavy waggons drawn by the six 
mules, taking the horses also by way of precaution. On 
account of the difficulty experienced yesterday, we took 
the other road, and found it execrable, the water being 
up to the animals’ knees neariy the whole of the way. 
With great difficulty we made about six miles, when wc 
stopped at a small elevation which was dry and had a few 
bushes on it. Wc quickly kindled a fire, made a good 
strppcr, and then went to bed—Mr. Power .and myself in 
the waggon, and the others on the “ cold ground.” 

Dec. 22'nd. —Made an early start, but after struggling 
through about two miles, the inides could no longer draw 
the waggon; -tre were therefore obliged to send them 
back, while Mr. Power, self, and my servant Marcelino, 
proceeded on horseback. At about 8 o’clock we arrived 
in La Bahia, and as I had a letter of introduction to Don 
Miguel Aldrete, the Alcalde, he was polite enough to give 
us the uise of a small house during our stay, where, 
through the successful foraging of Marcelino, we con¬ 
trived to be tolerably comfortable. 

Dee. 23r(i.—^La Bahia, or (joliad, is a wretched village, 
situated on the right back of the San Anl^mio River, about 
40 miles from the ‘ Copano.’ It contains eight hundred 
souls. It is most beautifully placed, having the old ruined 
church of ,the Mission on a risingvground in front, and 
backed by woods on the opposite side of the river. This, 
with common industry, might be made. a very pretty vil- 
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lage, as they have an abundance of soft limestone easily 
worked, and the soil is very fertile ; but, from the negli¬ 
gence and idleness of the Mexican inhabitants, the streets 
are complete ravines. They have no gardens, and the 
houses are built partly of logs and p<artly of mud. The 
inhabitants are, almost without an exception, gamblers 
and smugglers, and gain their subsistence by those two 
occupations, and the more honourable one of carting the 
goods brought to the port by foreign vessels. For this 
purpose they nearly aU possess very fine oxen, to purchase 
some of which was now my chief object. 

We remained in this village several days, and found 
the Alcalde very polite and of considerable service to us. 
We succeeded in purchasing eleven yoke of oxen, at an 
average price of thirty-two dollars per yoke, and had a 
great deal of annoyance from the people driving the cattle 
out of the yard I had hired from them. Of course, as the 
animals were bought of various persons, they immediately 
distributed themselves all over the country, putting me to 
a great deal of expense and trouble to find them again. 
This trick was played me twice, although 1 took the addi¬ 
tional precaution of hiring men to keep watch. 

On Christmas-eye a grand ball was given by the young 
men of the place, to which wc were invited in due form, 
and of course assisted*'* The house only consisted of 
one room, unfortunately without window's. There was a 
yery large attendance of ladies, and we had an ample op¬ 
portunity of seeing all the beauty and fasliion ” of La 
Bahia. One rather singular custom exists, which is, that 
when a country-dance, for instance, is called, the gentle¬ 
men do not at all concern themselves about partners, but 
those who wish to dance go and place themselves in their 
proper places, when the ladies rise and each one ranges 
herself in front of the gentleman wdth whom she chooses 
to dance. The heat being very oppressive, and no refresh¬ 
ment of any kind, we quickly retired. 

Dec. 30^A.—Wc took our departure from La Bahia, 
having hired two men to driye the cattle, and proceeded 
about twenty-eight miles to the Mission del Befugio., This 
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is one of the remains of the very nmnerotis missionary 
establishments founded by the Spaniards for the chdlisa- 
tion and conversion of the Indians. Like aU the rest, it is 
prettily situated, and, like them also, it has gone to ruin. 
The constant disturbances in this country, since the inde¬ 
pendence of Mexico, have prevented the government 
from taking the necessary precautions, or giving the neces¬ 
sary assistance to these establishments. The consequence 
has been that the savage tribes have, one after another, 
spoiled” the temples, and driven off the horses and cattle. 
The “ Fathers ” have died, or retired to Spain; and the 
jSfissions have noAv become desolate. The present one was 
destroyed by the Comanches a few years since. There arc 
at present five or six miserable huts, built and inhabited 
by as many Irish families, brought to this country by the 
Einpresario Mr. Power, wlio could not properly locate 
them, in consequence of his disputes with respect to the 
boundaries of his lands. They obtained permission to re¬ 
main where they are until Mr. Power could place them 
properly and give them their titles. Tliey have, in con- 
soij^uciice, been about five years in this situation, and 
as they imagined their sojourn would be temporary, 
they made no improvements, not even cultivating a bit of 
garden-ground! And now, in the true sj^it of their coun- 
ti-ymcn of the same class, they do nothSg but idle about, 
waiting for Mr. Power to make his appearance with their 
“ titles.” They have, however, several cuttle, pigs, and 
fowls, and candidly acknowledge that they might speedily 
become independent if they would but exert themselves. 
W e ])asscd the night here, and on the morrow, Decemher 
31«/, proceeded to the camp. Having to cross the Laguna 
on our route, wc still found so much water in it that wc 
were obliged to strip ourselves and smm our horses across. 
This, which wotdd have been a formidable undertaking 
on this day, either in England or the United States, here 
w'as merely an object of amusement. About five o*clock 
we arrived at ** home *, ’’■-r-sbfange as this word would seem 
thus applied, certainly a slight feeling of that kind was 
produced when we entered our tents, and were waimly 
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saluted by our comrades.—It being my turn to be on 
guard at midnight^ I had the pleasure of ringing the bell 
at twelve o’clock, and congi*atulating the whole of the dis¬ 
turbed camp at the entry of a New Year. 

At the close of tlie year, I cannot avoid returning sin¬ 
cere and humble thanks to Divine Providence for liaving 
protected us from all kinds of danger, and especially dis¬ 
ease. Ever since we entered the Bay of Aransaso it hits 
rained almost continually, with violent northers, so that 
the cold was intense ; the water in the tents freezing ncaily 
every night. The people I may say, almost literally, were 
completely wet through all the time ; and yet, unaccus¬ 
tomed as they were to this kind of life, not a single case 
of illness occurred! 

The year 1834 was ushered ii*' by a “ freezing 
norther,” which detained Dr. Beales and his party 
at their encampment until the 3rd, when they 
made a progress of two miles from the beach. A 
farther detention liaving taken place on the 6th, tlie 
Empresario amused himself with grouse-shootiiig, 
and had excellent sport. 

** The immense number of game on the prairie was asto¬ 
nishing, it appcHltd like a large preserve. We had in 
abundance, deer, geese, ducks, grouse, quail, curlews, 
rabbits, and a few hares.” 

On the 7tb, the weather being “ delightfully mild,” 
they resumed their route—and on the 8th, after 
encountering much fatigue in getting the waggons 
through a flooded pass, they encamped, on the west 
side of jjthe Mission lake, pretty well protected by 
trees and buslujs. On the 9tb, they had much difli- 
culty in extricating two of the waggons from the 
slough, tlie weathtu' being again very cold. They 

took leave of this troublesome lake, not without some 
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admiration at the want of energy in the Mexicans, who 
are constantly exposed to this annoyance, when they might, 
by a week^s work and a few shillings’ expense, throw a very 
good bridge over the stream which supplies the lake, and 
which is not more than thirty feet across. Indeed we should 
have ourselves adopted ttds method, but it would have 
detained us at least a week, as the timber necessary for 
the purpose was at some distance.” 

From the lOth to the 12th, the party were de¬ 
tained by the illness of Mr. Power, one of their 
leading members. This gentleman was so much 
relieved on the 12th, that they were enabled to pro¬ 
ceed by placing his bed in a pleasure waggon. 
They reached the encampment at the Mission, where 
fresh meat, milk, and eggs were obtained for the 
people. The weather, which had been bitter cold, 
changed to “a beautiful spring temperature.” 
After halting to bring up fractured waggons and 
stragglers, the Empresario resumed his march, and 
arrived at La Bahia with his party at 12 o’clock on 
the IGth. 

“It being a very fine day, I persuaded the Mexican 
carters to assist us in passing the San Antonio river, al¬ 
though their contracts were merely to La Bahia. Alter 
about four hours* hard work^ all the train was safely en¬ 
camped on the opposite hank of the river. The water 
was much deeper than usual in the pass where we entered 
the waggons, and a few yards on either side too deep for 
the animals to ford. I had obtained an important advan¬ 
tage in encamping where I was at present, as the people 
w'cre in some degree separated from the town; and although 
they could, and constantly did, ford the river during our 
whole staj, still a gr(?at deal was aiscomplished. Our old 
friend, the Collector of the Customs, behaved very hand¬ 
somely, again refusing to examine anything, and assisted 
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me materially in hiring carts, &c. Some of the foreigners 
in. the town, the lowest class of the Americans, behaved 
exceedingly ill, endeavouring, by all the means in their 
power, to seduce aw’ay my families.—^Finding they could 
not succeed, they changed, their attack, by teUiiig -them 
the most dreadful stories of the Indians, and assuring them 
that we should most decidedly he-killed and eaten. These 
representations were not without their effect, and forced 
me to be doubly wary, and even obliged me to relax a 
little in my discipline, lest any trifling thing should be 
made an excuse for open desertion. 

Jan. nth, IHth, and 19/A—Remained encamped in the 
same place, occupied in arrangements for proceeding on 
to Ilexaj*, engaging carts in place of those who had here 
concluded their contracts, &c. We were unfortunate in 
the absence of D, Miguel Aldrete, who had underhikcn 
to engage all the carts I might require. As he was absent 
on business, the owners wanted to raise the price, and threw 
fifty other obstacles in the way; but by perseverance and 
firmness these were all overcome and everything pro¬ 
mised well for the morrow. 

The persuasions, &c., of the blackguards 1 before men¬ 
tioned, had the effect of making one of our pai’ty stay 
behind. I have been joined, however, by John Quinn, 
my old mayordotno, and a Mexican family, consisting of 
a man, his wife, and four children. On the Sunday even¬ 
ing (the 19th) the Collector*8 lady stood godmother to a 
young Caranchuhua Indian, who was baptized. She gave 
a grand ball upon the occasion, to which we "vl^ere invited. 
Although not very much Inclined to undergo this second 
infliction, we could not decently refuse. 

Jan. —After several veXataons, we began our march 

about 2 o'clock I’.M., witli a train of eighteen carts and w'ag- 
gous. After proceeding about five mSes we encamped, by 
the road-side, in the midst of a very beautiftil country. The 
weather then again changed to severe cold. 

Jan. 2Ut .—In consequence of the severe weather, it was 
almost impossible to induce the Mexicans to start; and 
when we did so we were speedily compelled to encamp 
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again, which we did in a wood close by the side of the 
road. 

Jan, 22nd and 2‘dfd ,—We could not move either of these 
days, owing to the inclemency of the weather; but early on 
the . * . 

2~\t1i we made a start, being obliged to leave two of 
the Mexican carts behind, which had lost their cattle. We 
nrocceded in very good order, and encamped about thirteen 
miles from otir starting-place, at a cluster of trees and some 
pools of water. The countiy Ave Avere now travcliing 
through was very beautiful, and appeared fertile. The 
river St. Antonio ran a little way to the left of the road, 
Avith its banks thickly covered with fine timber. 

Jan. 25</i. —^Wc were not able to move till about 10 
o’clock, as several of the cattle had strayed to a great dis¬ 
tance in the night, llie weather ^ippeared inclined to 
clear up, although it still rained a little; the roads, how¬ 
ever, were better. We travelled about fourteen miles, and 
encamped on the banks of a very pretty brook, with steep 
banks, called “El Cleto.” We saw here a great many 
remains of an Indian encampment. We Averc met by a 
regular American back-woodsman, who had come thus far 
from Bexar to meet us, for the purpose of engaging himself 
as a hunter to the party. 1 engaged him, upon condidou 
that, if I Hkcd his conduct as far as Bexar, he was to go all 
the Avay with us. 

Jan. 2(Sih .—^We commenced crossing the stream about 
nine o’clock, and got all over without accident. We tra¬ 
velled to-day about ten mdes, and, as it was a fine after¬ 
noon, encamped on a little plain, where we had a delightful 
prospect. The country is getting rather more hiUy as we 
proceed. Our hunter shot two deer to-day. 

Jan. 21th ,—Our u^ued luck Avith the weather attended 
us; the fiattering aj^eaxances of last Mht passed away, 
and about three o’clo^ A.m. a most violent norther arose, 
accompanied by snow and rain. As we were on a plain, 
we had no protection from the storpj; in consequence, our 
tents were speedily wet through, and the cold was so in¬ 
tense that nearly all the people deserted the camp and ran 
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into the woods, where they made large fires, ttid sheltered 
themselves as well as possible. It was with the greatest dif¬ 
ficulty I could keep even enough to sit the regular watch. 
[Wind N.W. Bain and snow. Thermometer 26“.j The 
weather increased in severity tOwards%ight, 

Jan. 28tJk .‘—As the weather somewhat moderated, we 
were enabled to commence our journey about mid-day. 
The roads had now become execrable, and the poor oxen 
were every moment lying down from fatigue. We to-day 
travelled only about five miles. 

Jan. 29tA.-^Wc started at an early hour this morning, 
and met the post from Bexar, who informed us that we 
should find the roads in a dreadful state. The hunter 
every day killed one or two deer, and to-day he added a 
turkey to our bill of fare. We proceeded about eight miles, 
when we reached a place called Marceliiio, where wc en¬ 
camped for the night. We were obliged to make these very 
short journeys, as half the cattle were knocked up; so that 
when we arrived at the stopping-place we were obliged to 
send back the good cattle to bring up the stragglers. 

Jan. 30fA .—^We to-day only made six miles, and en¬ 
camped at the Canada de Encinosj we were obliged to 
leave behind a wj^gon and a cart, as we had no oxen 
capable of going back for them. 

Jatz. 31s^.—^Made an early start, and at twelve o’clock 
arrived at the Rancho^ of Don Erasmo Seguin, distant 
six miles from our starting-place. We arrived here with 
about one-half of the cattle going loose, and several had 
been left behind on the road, and abandoned from their 
inability to proceed even alone. 

The whole of this month has been extraordinarily in¬ 
clement; and although the natives all agree that such a 
winter had not been experienced for thirty years, still it 
shows that no good frrmer should neglect die providing of 

* Mtmclu), and Jiancheria, are used in Bpanish America to signify a 
labourer’s house, or a collection of peasant's huts, from one and upwards. 
Be the number great or sihall, if there be not a cliurch, tiie aggregate 
is called a Rancheria. A church is necessary to eonstitute a Pudtlo (town or 
Tillage), some of which only contain the church and the curate’s house. 
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places of shelter and good winter fodder for his cattle. 
Wc have been constantly wet, notwithstanding which we 
have not suffered in our healths, with the exception of a 
few colds. 

Feb. \st arhd find,—Wt encamped close by the side of a 
small canal, made for irrigation. Thb, although a very 
iuconvenient place, being without wood or pasture, was the 
best we could obtain. 

The Bancho of DonErasmo Seguin is admirably situated 
on a rising ground, about 200 paces from the river San An¬ 
tonio, and well surrounded by woods. They have made a 
species of fortification as a pretention against the Indians. 
It consists of a square, palisadoed round, vuth the houses of 
the families residing there forming the sides of the square. 
They have also three pieces of brass cannon, but not yet 
mounted. This may he made a beautiful place, but it is as 
yet ill its infancy, having been planted only two years. It 
consists of two sitios of very fertile land. They have begun 
to sow cotton, which thrives very well; I procured a small 
quantity as a specimen. 

• Feb. ‘.Srd .—I hired five yoke of oxen from the Rancho, 
to assist us as fiir as Eexar. Wc started early, and passed 
through some fine woods. We were obliged, in some 
places, to make the road afi-esh, but generally wc found it 
cxc('llent, as the weather was delightfiil, and we appeared 
at length to have got ii4o the climate of Mexico. We to¬ 
day passed a beauliftil stream called Las Caiabei’os, which 
is really a most romantic spot, with high banks covered 
with magnificent tjimber. The carts all got over without 
trouble, so that we had no annoyances to interfere with our 
admiration of the scene; immediately after passing through 
the wood, ou the western side, we encamped, having tra¬ 
velled about thirteen miles. 

Feb. Uh .—We made an early start this morning, and 
proceeded to a brook called the “ Salafto,” where wc en¬ 
camped, having made about twelve miles. We formed our- 
ciunp with great precaution, as tliis place is famous for the 
murders committed by the “ Tahuacanos,** being one of 
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their usual resting-places. The night passed without any 
alarm. 

Feb. 5th .—I went forward to Bexar, with four men well 
armed, in order to obtain permission from the Alcalde to 
encamp. The train started about ten o’clock, and arrived 
at Bexar about half-past twelve o’clock, and encamped at 
the entrance of the lake. 

Feb. Qth .—^We discharged the carts and waggons, and 
in the afternoon were visited by nearly all the women in 
Bexar, so that the camp had the appearance of a fair. 

The approach to Bexar is very pretty, as you have the 
vale of the river with the tqwn of Bexar On the opposite or 
western bank. Behind, the land rises, so as to form an 
agreeable background, while two churches of some ruined 
Missions, a short distance from each other, contribute to 
give a civilised and interesting appearance to the prospect. 
Bexar itself is a small town, now containing about ‘ij.'KlO 
souls. It is most advantageously situated, the land around 
it exceedingly fertile, with canals already made for the pur¬ 
pose of irrigation. The river San Antonio is a beautiful 
•stream, and would work machinery to almost any extent; 
yet all these natural advantages are neglected, and Bexar 
is one of the poorest, most miserable places in this country. 
The Indians steal all their horses, rob their Ranchos, and, 
nearly every week, murder some one or two of the in¬ 
habitants. From want of union md energy, they tamely 
submit to this scourge, which all admit is indicted by a few 
Tahuacanos. 

A German man and woman of our expedition were here 
, married. They had arranged everything with the priest 
before speaking to myself, otherwise I should have had it 
delayed till we arrived ujwn our own territory. 

Feb. IQth and VJtit .—Anxious but unable to proceed, 
for want of sufficient means of transport. 

Feb. \&:h. —We* to our great satisfaction, bade farewell 
,to Bexar about one r.si., with fifteen carts and waggons. 
After travelling about eight miles, we encamped on a small 
brook called E Leon. 
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Feb, 19</t.—We Btartcd about eight o’clock, and passed 
through a very fine country, consisting of a black loam, 
with an abundance of flint pebbles ; it is much more hilly, 
afibrding beautiful prospects, but it appears to be ratjier de¬ 
ficient in water. At five o’clock we encamped on the light 
bank of the Medina, a very beautiful stream, which empties 
itself into tlie San Antonio. We this day marched about 
fiileen miles. 

Feb. 20<A.—Began our march about eight o’clock, and ' 
at mid-day got to the Charcon, a very fine pool of water, 
where I had all the cattle taken out. After about an hour’s 
rest, we again started, and proceeded to Francisco Perez, 
where we only found one small hole, with muddy water, 
barely enough for the people. . To-day avc travelled about 
eighteen miles, through a very hilly country, covered with 
scrubby trees and small brush. 

Feb, 2\8t. —We commenced our march this morning very 
eiuiy, as we were anxious to reach water for our cattle. 
About two o’clock we arrived at Arroyo Hondo, which was 
entirely dry. We proceeded on to the Tahuacano, about 
fifteen miles from our starting-place; but, to our great dis¬ 
may, found no water. All this day we had been without 
water, either for 4hc people or the cattle; wc were there¬ 
fore obliged to proceed about eight miles further, when, 
about nine o’clock in the evening, we came to a small pool 
at a place called Tierras Blancas. This water was so dread¬ 
fully bad that I could not touch it; however, such as it 
was, it was a great relief; as, although the Rio Frio vras 
only distant about seven males, the cattle could not have 
reached it. 

Feb, ^nd ,—We started abont nine o’clock, and passed the 
Rio Frio at one o’clock without much difficulty. Wc en¬ 
camped on the right bank, in a very good situation, except 
that there was but little pasture. In the evening nearly dl 
hands turned out to shoot wild turkeys, and w'ere fortunate 
enough to bring in twenty-three very fine ones. There 
was an immense quantity of fish in tlic^rivcr. Wc attempted 
to haul die seine, but, from there being a great quantity of 
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stones and logs, we met with no success. Several of the 
people caught some with lines and hooks. 

Fdf. 2Zrd ^—e remained to-day on the Bio Frio, in 
order to rest our cattle; while at breakfast two Shawnee 
Indians arrived at the camp. They had been hunting on 
the Bio Grande, and were now returning to Natchitoches 
with beaver-skins. I bought three beaver-traps of them. 
In the evening, fourteen turkeys were obtained. 

Feb. 2\ih .—About two a . m. a most violent squall of wind^ 
accompanied by thunder, hail, and rain, came on suddeidy. 
Our tent was carried away, and in a moment, wc were 
completely deluged. The ground on which we were en¬ 
camped, being level, was immediately flooded, and all the 
fires extinguished; the consequence was a scene of con¬ 
fusion such as w’e had seldom witnessed. Fortunately the 
storm passed away in a few minutes, and we then gradually 
began to get on dry clothes, light our fires, &c. This was 
a very cold windy day, but, being dry, w'e determined to 
remain in our encampment to air our tents, &c. 

Feb. 25ih .—^There being no water, we were obligcid to 
go as far as La Leona. It is incorrect to say there is 
no water, as about two leagues from Bio Frio there is a 
small brook, where water can generally b^dund, distant 18 
miles j&rom our starting-place. -We arrived just at dark, and 
had a great deal of difficulty in crossing. TLtere is a bridge 
of branches over the stream, and Mr. Egerton (the sur¬ 
veyor) and myself went forward to repair it; notwithstand¬ 
ing which, we upset two carts into the water, owing to the 
darkness and carelessness of the drivers. Wc at length 
kindled large fires on each side of the bridge, and tied 
ropes to the horns of the leading cattle, by which precau¬ 
tions all the remainder were passed over without accident. 
This stream is small, but very beautafol, well timbered, 
and surroimded by rich fertile lands. The water is per¬ 
manent ; it emptibs itself into the Nueces. 

Feb. 26th .—^We started at nin© o’declc, and proceeded 
through a fertile country which only wants inhabitants. 
We fell upon a trail of some nine or ten Indians, ap- 
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parently about two or three days old. Soon after we met the 
Mexican post from Kio Grande; they saw some of us at a 
distance, and, taking u« to be Indians, galloped off into 
the woods, and it was some little‘time before they rectified 
their mistake. We proceeded to Buena Vista, a distiince 
of about 10 miles from La Leona, and there encamped. 

Feb. 21th .—Started about nine o’clock, sent on a party to 
the Nueces to repair the bridge, hoping to be able to cross 
before night, but owing to the long journey, and one of 
the Mexican carts breaking its axle-tree, we did not arrive 
on the bank till dark. We accordingly encamped, after 
travelling about 20 miles. There is a stopping-place, called 
the Tortugas, about three leagues before you reach the 
river. 

Feb. ^th .—^We crossed the Nueces nvithout accident, 
as we took a great deal of trouble. The banks are voiy 
steep, and still remained so in spite of all that had been 
done by the party yesterday. I, therefore, thought it 
necessary to take out the oxen, lower the carts by roj>es on 
the bridge, drag them across, and then draw them up the 
opposite hank by the oxen. 

As wo this day entered into the Rio Grande Grant, the 
gentlemen and people made me pass the last; they then 
placed me in a light carl, and all hands drew me over the 
bridge, with the English and Mexican flags flying, and aU 
the people cheering most enthusiastically.' We jrfterwards 
cut out a tablet on the side of a large tree, and Mr. little 
with a knife carved the following words :—“ Los Prtmeros 
Cohnos de la ViUa de Dolores pasarm d 28 de Febrero, 
1834/* 

We proceeded about a league througb very rich land to 

La Espantosa,” which is a pool of water about fifty yards 
wide and four or five' miles long: it is full of fish, hut, 
from the quantity of bushes and dead wqod, we could do 
nothing with the seine. 

Mwrch Is^.—:We started about nine o’clock, and proceeded 
through almost dreary saMy wasUj, where the wheels 
sank in as far as the axles, to a place called La Pina, a fine 
pool of water, which filters through a large bed of stone; 
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it is full of pbrch, and we managed to take a few, although 
the net was not deep enough to reach the bottom. We 
trarelled this day about 12 miles. We were here no less 
than four different travelling parties. 

March %id, —Mr. Egerton started early this morning, 
with one servant, for the Presidio del Rio Grande, in 
order to bring carts ; it being my wish to leave the road 
and go to the Meras at once, without going across the 
river. We were unable to proceed to-day, as some of t.h(' 
Mexicans had lost their cattle. 

March 3rd .—^At midnight Mr. Egerton returned with 
the news that the water in the Rio Grande was very low, 
and that he had discovered a good road on the o]}pi)sitc 
side of the river to a pass opposite our lands ; I then le 
thought it better to proceed by that rovte. Wc according!> 
started about nine o’clock. In the beginning we Iku) 
pass through tiie same kind of sandy tract wc hud < > 
perienced the day before yesterday; but, after fruvelli?!); 
about a league we entered on a very fine jilain, with v(, » 
rich lands covered with excellent pasture; but imfortunufcly 
completely naked of timber, and very deficient in -\viit(»r. 
We proceeded about six leagues to a place called Sun 
Ambrosio, but' found the bed about a league fartlnu , 
where there are several pools of muddy water. 

March 4M.—Started about nine o’clock. IVlr. Egerton 
went forward to the Presidio del Rio Grande, to purchase 
some small stores. The train, after advancing through the 
same kind of country as yesterday for about ten miles, 
arrived at one o’clock on the banks of the Rio Grande, wdiich 
is here a. fine stream about three hundred yiu-tls wide. 
The people were all delighted at the appearance of the 
river, no one supposing it to be so large. We sent across 
to ascertain its depth, and found it to he about three firet 
the whole distati^. We encamped on the left bank, and 
spent the afternoon in preparing .the loads for the passage 
in such a manner as not to wet the articles. 

Mar^ 5th .—After repairing the banks, wc j)a8sed the 
river without much trouble, and encamped upon the south 
bank. 
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March 6th .—We proceeded as far as the Mission of San 
Bernardo, about five miles from the ri^, and close to the 
Presidio of Eio Grande. This last is a village with 
about seven hundred inhabitots. There are some large 
houses in it, and sevcrd gardens. 5!he people were very 
civil to us: altogether, I liked it much betfc^ than either 
Bexar or La Bahia. I here bought two cows, with their 
calves ; besides some animals to IdB.—^In the afternoon 
we, as usual, were visited by nearly all the inhabitants of 
the place. ^ . 

March tth ,^—We began after breakfast to make pre- 
j>arations for starting, but the cattle had strayed a great 
distance, and wc were consequently obliged to remain 
dmii.^ the day. 

(j « ' 

Morch —We sta^d very late from the Presidio, 

bi'iu^ o! lig«‘d to leave our yoke oxen behind, they hav- 
in-'- ir;:\t^d away. We continued travelling till eight 
■‘■Jock, when wc arrived at a brook called San Domingo. 

L'idde to-d-'y about twenty miles. I bought' in the 
, Idio two cows and calves, and two fat heifers. 

MarJi {jf/i ,—Started at half-past'eight. About seven 
milcH from ♦he starting-place, we came to a very fine pool 
of wtit('r called San Nicholas. We saw a great number of 
wild horses. After travelling about fifteen nules, wc cu- 
campcid on the Rio Escondido^ a very pretty stream of 
beautiful water, with high banks: there is also very ex¬ 
cellent pasture here. We were obliged to mak^ the road 
for about three hundred yards down the Side of a steep 
hill, and through very thick undferwpod and bush. 

March \6tk. —Mr. Egerton started this morning for San 
Fernando. We proceeded up the same bank of the river 
to look for a pass, as the water w^as too deep and the banks 
too high for us to advance on the road. After proceeding 
about a league, we came to the pass which had been dis¬ 
covered by the guide. It turned out to be a very good 
one; but, in passing down to die “bottom,” we unfor¬ 
tunately upsq t one of our carts. We •crossed the stream 
without farther accident, and on the opposite bank we 
found five Shawnee Indians encamped, hunting beaver. 
VOL. II. £ 
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Ott^ or two of them spoke EugUsh perfectly. They had 
Oaught about forty beavers, and expressed their intention 
of following us to the lands and spending some time there 
in hunting. About a mile farther <l^n, we entered on a 
very fine low plain, with very n<^ land, f<»ming a kind 
of extensive bottom to the Eio *ph:ande. After proceeding 
some distance across this ‘plain, the cattle began to give 
up, and we were oblige to encamp about ftiree o’clock, 
although we had no water. Wc travelled to-day ten miles- 

Mm'cH^ started Very early to discover a good 

pass across the river. We proceeded for some distance to 
what is called the Paso de la Navaja, 'but found that it 
would be impossible to cross here without wurkiug for 
several daysj I accordingly returned to the train, and sent 
Mr. Paulson and the guide forth^ up the river. Tliey met 
us about midday, witl^ the information that wc could 
cross at an upper pass. We proceeded, and there en¬ 
camped on the edge of the descent into the bottom j having 
travelled about ten nulcs. Soon after our encamping we 
were joined by our Shawnee friends:—^the hunter killed 
a very fine she bear, and broiight three young cubs to^ the 
train. 

March \2ffi. —All hands went to work with great in¬ 
dustry, making the road to the pass; a v^ry arduous task, 
as we had about hdf a league to go before we arrived at 
the water, over very uneven ground, and through thick 
wdlow sWamps. We had likewise to pass, for about a 
quarter of a mile, obliquely across the river, in order to 
take advantage of the shallow places; but still the water 
was in some parts three feet and a half deep. After a*very 
hard day’s work, I had the pleasure of once more encamp¬ 
ing on cur ” side of the river. Mr. Egerton about sunset 
arrived from San Fernando. The .Shawnees once more 
encamped along-side of us; we were also joined by an 
American hunter, with his wife and children. The Mexican 
carts all quitted us here, leaving us entirely to our own 
resources. » ^ 

M<erch 13M.—^We remained in our encampment all to¬ 
day, arranging what things we could take with us, being 
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obliged to leave ibe gretder part of them behind, under a 
guard of men. I agreed with the Shawnces that they 
should hunt for me for some dme^ and they started to try 
their fortune on the Moras river; 1 Hkewise engaged the 
American whb joined us last night as a hunter. 

March HtA—We started very early^ with ^ the party 
excepting Mr. Addicks and two Mexicans^ who remained 
behind to take care of the things. We passed across 
some most beautiful phuns of ricb black loam, but entirely 
destitute of timber, and with no water for irrigation. The 
X>lains are bounded by low limestone hills: on the top of 
one we discovered a small spring; in fact I have no doubt 
that water might be obtained in any part of the plains, by 
digging a few feet. After travelling about fifteen miles, we 
halted at “ El SauciUo,’* a deep brook, the banks of a most 
curious :^rmation. 

March 15/A—Started about nine o'clock: myself and 
the rest of the gentlemen left die train and rode forwaid 
to look at the proposed site of the new town. It gave us 
satisfaction, and we returned down the stream, where we 
found the train encamped, after having travelled about 
four miles. 

March 16/Ar—The train started about nine o’clock for 
Las Moras j but self and some of the gentlemen went down 
the stremn, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there 
were an eligible spot for the town nearer to the Eio Grande. 
In this we were disappointed, as the stream gradually sank 
deeper between its banks, and according to the reports 
of our Mexican guides, it occasionally dried up in very 
hot seasons. Although wc failed in our primary object, 
we had the satisfaction of discovering a most splendid 
fall of about fifteen feet. The stream divides itself into 
two nearly equal branefoes, which embrace a small island, 
and then fall over a strong bed into the sam^ basin j forming 
one of the finest naturd mill sites that can be conceived. 
This being St. Patrick’s eve, we christened this spot “ San 
Patricio'^ continued travelling for about ten miles, 
when, to onr great joy, we encamped on the side of the future 

. E 2 . 
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** Villa de Dolores,” and had just tune to get our tents 
rigged before a most violent storm of thunder, lightning, and 
rain came on. 

The stream of Las MoKras is a very pretty one, about 
three yards across, and aver^es, at the breseftt time, about 
two feet and a half in depth; the wiiter is beautifully clear, 
and runs on a level with the surface of the “ bottoms.” It 
has several very pretty groves of -timber, consisting princi¬ 
pally of live and widte oak, and.elm. The "bottoms” 
below the villa, for some miles, are very broad, and exceed¬ 
ingly rich 5 in some places, where the beavers have made 
dams, the water has spread over several acres in width, 
offering excellent rice groundi.* 

The site of the Villa de Dolores, our new town, is upon 
the left bank of the stream, in a small grove of live oak and 
thick underwood; it rises gradually from the stream, leav¬ 
ing a small " bottom ” of beautiful land for gardens. On 
the opposite side of the stream is a small grove containing 
some pretty sticks of timber. The selection of this spot 
does great credit to the taste and judgment of Mr. Egerton, 
who chose it in his former expedition. 

March nth. —The Mexicans are employed in riding 
round us in circles, that we may have timely notice of the 
approach of any enemy, though tliis does not appear very 
probable, as we have clear proofs that none have been here 
since Mr. Egerton’s visit, his marks not having been dis¬ 
turbed. Besides tbis, we found the cover of a bed upon 
the spot where he lost it! All hands are diligently em¬ 
ployed in clearing a square space of ground in the centre 
of the grove, for a. fortification and temporary residence, 
until houses can be buHt. 

By the afternoon, we had a square of about fifty yards 
on each side, sufficiently clear for our camp: we removed 
into it,having aience of loose brush all round us, with only 
one entrance for the carts and waggons. On one side we 
dug a well, and found beautiful water at four feet. 

March \%th .—The people employed in clearing away 
round our " fort” have also begun to build themselves 
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little huts: all were exceedingly well satisfied with the 
location. I have sot the carpenters to work to build me a 
temporary store-house. 

March \^th .—Egcrton basily^cupied in striking 
out the lines for fibie streets; the pe^e still engaged in 
clearing away round the “fort.” The Shawnees, who 
are encamped a short distance !from us, brought in four 
turkeys and a deer. Self engaged in drawing plans for 
my house and garden. (Thermometer 80°; cool, refreshing 
breezes.) 

MarrJi 20th .—(8 a. m., 65^), The equinoctial gale blow¬ 
ing fresh from the N.,E.i gave us a painful sensation of 
cold, although the’ positive difference of temperature by 
the thermometer was not nearly so great os our feelings 
would lead us to believe.—Wind fresh from N. E. 

Clear day; noon. The people employed as yesterday. 
This is my thirtieth birth-day. We had intended to have 
celebrated it, and at the same time to have laid the founda¬ 
tion-stone of the church, but we delayed on account of the 
absence of some of the party. 

In the evening, Fortunato Soto returned from Mon- 
clova, with his appointment to the office of Commissioner 
to the Colony. He also brought an official letter from the 
Governor to myself, assuring me* of the interest felt by the 
government in our colony; and promised that he would 
apply to the Federal Government for a detachment of 
troops. To OUT; great dismay, Fortunato had not been able 
to cash any of my drafts on New Orleans, and as we liad 
previously ascertained that no money could be obtained in 
Bexar, we found ourselves reduced to the absolute necessity 
of sending to Matamoras, as the colony had not pecuniary 
means sufficient to obtain the necessary supplies. After 
long and serious consideration, it was rmammously deter¬ 
mined that no one emffd eiisure the requisite funds but 
myself; thus obligmg mu .t» quit the colony be^re hardly 
anything could be reguhl&d'! , 

March 21st—The pubfiie employed some in cleariEg, 
and others in buildi^ them^lves huts; self occupied 
in arranging different affairs preparatory to my departure. 
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March *Z%nd ,—Every person employed the same as yes- 
tetday. 

March 23rd .—^This morning, Messrs- Power, Paulson, 
Soto, and myself, with thp Mexican g^Bxd, made an ex¬ 
cursion to the head of the stream. We passed over most 
beautiful lands for Sjbut eight miles, when we arrived at 
the springs. These form large pools of very clear water, 
in the midst of a large grove of very fine timber, consist¬ 
ing principally of live and white oak, elm, pecan, and 
hickory. (Thermometer 99® in the tent.) " This timber 
continues on both sides of the stream all the way down to 
the Villa. The springs are full of fish, and are crossed in 
various directions by beaver-dams. The magnolia and 
other beautiful shrubs were in full blossom; altogethc'r 
forming one of the prettiest spots I iiave seen anywhere. 
After resting a short time in the shade, we proceeded on 
to a hiU which rises from the middle of the plain, to the 
height of about six hundred feet. We mounted to the 
top of it, and beheld the country spread out before us like 
a map. We could distinctly see the hills which give origin 
to the Nueces and Rio Frio, to the E. N. E. of us; the 
Moras, our own stream, running nearly due south and west 
of us, the Piedras Pintas and Sequete. The hiU is com¬ 
posed of a very compact dark granite, and a fine species 
of soft limestone. It is situated about four miles from the 
head waters of Las Moras, and twelve from our Villa. 

After making our observations, we returned to tlie VUla 
highly gratified with our excursion. We found two new 
Shawnees, who had brought us three deer and two turkeys. 

March 2^th .—People s^fill employed in clearing, self in 
anranging affairs for my departure, and the rest of the 
gentlemen in laying out the streets, &c. (Thermometer 
96®.) In the evening a chief of the Shawnees, with three 
of his tribe, arrived. The chief is a very fine man, about 
six feet and a half in height. 

To-day was p^haps the most interesting 
we have passed since our leaving New York. . 

Immediately after breakfast, every thing being pre¬ 
viously prepared, we marched in procession to the site 
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of the church. The Commissioner and myself, with the 
Mexican flag, leading the wa^ j next to hs were two master 
masons, one. carrying a stone and tho other a portion of 
mortar. On arrivnjg at the pl^^ We found that a small 
part of the foundation of tiie church had been dug; one 
of the masons prepared the bod, wid J" then laid the first 
stone of the Villa de Polores: a bumper of wine all round 
was then tossed off to the prosperity of the newtowm, 
amidst cheers and repeated firing of guns. We now pro¬ 
ceeded to swear allegiance to the Mexican Republic, 
which was done first by myself, and then by all the rest 
of the colonists. We next proceeded to the election of 
magistrates, when the following officers were dedared duly^ 
elected ; — 

Alcalde . . J. C. Beales. 

1st Regidor . . W. H. Egerton. 

2nd ditto ... V. Pepin. 

Syndico . . . E. Ludeccs, 

These names were received by cheering, &c.; a bumper 
of rum was drunk to my health, this being the celebration 
of*Imy birth-day. We now sat down to dinner, which I 
commemorate, as we dined off turkey and ** Pate de foies 
gras aux truj^es,* from Paris, while our wines were Ma¬ 
deira and Champagne! After dinner, the Chief and otifer 
Shawnces ca^ne -to the tent, and danced, and sang their 
war-song.—I should have stated that the day began by 
a religious ceremony, which, to say the least of it, was 
equally interesting with the remainder. One of the fami¬ 
lies named Page had a little girl aged six months, which 
they wished me to chriateni as tl^e was no clergyman near 
the place. I accordingly did so; .my little daughter, 
Anita, being its godxqodier, and through Mr. Egerton, be¬ 
stowing her name u^op it .The day was beautifully fine, 
and everything passM oft with th^ gi^test order and good 
humour. * ' . 

March 26^A.'«r-EveifybQdy employed in laying out the 
streets and*clearmgthein-^tliodayeNceedin|^yhot. (IRer- 
mometer 90'*,) . ' 

March 27itfe.—The Shawnects left us; the chief having 
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Kiyea ^ ^ Jkame of his " friend/* while I gave him a 
pipe. All hands employed as yesterday. 

M(m^^th.—Qoi a plough toVork, and a blacksmith’s 
shop employed repairiis^ i^ther p||^h; most of the 
people writing letters; self very iJusy ^in placing aU my 
goods in my new st6rbhoujBe;i wMch is completed, with the 
exception of the roof.—^!r|mi^omet§^ 100. 

March 29^A—This monung mu^ of the people idle, or 
writing le^rs; self concluding my affairs^ and taking a 
farewell stroll " c^out the toion^* About one o’clock, every 
thing being ready, 1 had 6ie, pleasiure of seeing the first 
stone of my house laid. After dinner, the animals were 
brought out, and a farewell address was made to me, and 
I left the '' ViUa ” accompanied by Messrs. Egerton, Paul¬ 
son and Addicks. We went as far as the Sauz,” where 
wc passed the night. Although I had been so short a time 
in the place, it was like leaving home, and would have 
caused me real regret, had it not been that I was returning 
to my family. 

March 30^?<.—Mr. Egerton returned to the ViUa, and 
the rest of us coj^ued our journey; bat wc soon turned 
off from the road, as I understood there lyere some veins of 
c^ among the hills. We passed oyer somf beautiful land, 
ana saw several,large pools of J^e water. After a long 
search, we were fortunate ehoiij^ to meet with the coal; I 
took several specimens of it, and theft m«^e'fi>r the river, 
which we fcund with ' lete difficult than when we 
last saw it. We crossed at the .Paso de, las Adjuntas del ’ 
Bio Escondido, and I took;ie|y# of my lands for this trip. 

The settlement ^ Etelores did not prosper, owing 
to a variety pf.pauses; of ^hidh the principal appa¬ 
rently was Ae kbsen# qualifications in the 

colonists themselves.- wlio accompanied 

the Empresario, diimpipmed of^hfedte of Dolores, on 
the various ground? t%j l^tiream' l^is Moms ,was 
insigruficantj.tfie- i^em^t-^^ reiiidte* from the 
nearest town, San FernahSo, whicll vms seventy 
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miles distant; and the soil, of the best 

quality, not productive without irrigation, which 
was troublesome and expeusiva. Mr, Power pre¬ 
ferred the lands on tbb Grande; the flats being 
a deep rich loam^ containing sufficient moisture 
to produce any q»p iljd|^Uon, and the 

highest bank of Ihe river* (dfeae tM^ng three) afford¬ 
ing the very finest pasture. The Settlers, unac¬ 
quainted with the agriculture of the country, were 
disappointed in Jjreir first crop, which fiiiled for 
want of irrigatiokK They became diseontented with 
their location, and, with the exception of eight per¬ 
sons, determined to leave it on the 17th of June. 
I’hoy withdrew accordingly, and Mr. Power and 
the remainder removed, for safety, to San Fernando, 
to await the arrival of another expedition. Political 
occurrences in succeeding years interrupted coloniza¬ 
tion in the district of the Rio Grande; and although 
Dolores obtained a place on the map, it* had no pre¬ 
tensions to the name of a successful settlement— 
supplying farther evidence of the superiority of the 
Anglo-Americans in forming colonies. The North 
Americans «m the only pieopie who, in defiance of 
all obstacles, have struck die roots of civilization 
deep into the soil of Texas. Bvext as I trace these 
lines, I refiect upon their progress with renewed 
wonder and admiradon. Hiey w, indeed, the 
organised conquerors of the liriM, uniting in them¬ 
selves the thre^old attributes of husbandmen, law¬ 
givers, and soldieih, * 

From this (^isoile history, I turn, to 

resume die narrativeft^ gefteral events dqfing the 
year 1834. 
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Continued Imprisonmentjand RepTeBentatiun^of Stephen Austin— 
Violent Dissolution of the Fj^er^ Congress by Santa Anna— 
Effect of Military Usurpation on the Mexican States—Dissen¬ 
sions'in Obahuila and Texa»-->*Dissolution of the State Govern¬ 
ment—Measures of the Citizens—Difierenpes among the Co- 
loni8t8t~-UnioniBts> and Separatists—Restoration of the State 
Government—Statistical Report of Texas, by the Federal Com¬ 
missioner Almonte. 

Austin was detained in the old prison ot' the Inquisi¬ 
tion in the cityof Mexico, from the liSthof February, 
to the 12th of June 1834: after the first three months, 
the rigour of his confinement had been abated. His 
case was referred to the military tribunal, which 
declared itself incompetent'to deal with it. He was 
then removed to the prison of the Acordada, and his 
case submitted to a civil ftinctioiiary, in whose hands 
it remained until the 12th of August, when this 
authority also disclaimed the power of jurisdiction. 
The Federal Distriot jo^ge having dismissed it sum¬ 
marily on the same ground, if^was ferought under 
the co^isanceOf the Supreme Court of the Mexi¬ 
can United 0tatefi, to ascel^m &om that tribunal 
what^ court was -^mpetent to pirpoeed to trial. 
Writiiig ftrom his Jijp^soil'^ of August, 

1834, Mr. Ai^ip said*f^‘ I do not know as yet 
what court is to'ihvOsdgate my case. I have .lcmg 
since requested to be (delivered tO the Authorities of 
the Staj^ of Coa&uila and Tej^sVapd^I presume 
1 shall be finally sent to the distriet cdort (Federal 
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Judge) of that state. The President, Santa Anna, 
is friendly to Texas and to me, (of Uiis I have no 
doubt,) would have set me at liberty long since, 
and in fact, issued an order to that effect in June, 
had not some statements arrived about that time 
from the State Government of Coahuila and Texas 
against me, which I understand have contributed to 
keep me in prison-so long. It is said the report of 
the State Government on the* subject is founded 
solely on the statements of some influential persons 
who live in Texas. Who those persons are I know 
not. It is affirmed that they are North Americans 
by birth, and I am told that if I am not imprisoned 
for life, and totally ruined in property and reputation, 
it will not be for the want of exertion and industry 
on the part of some of my countrymen who live in 
Texas. Whether all this be true or not,. I know I am 
uhwilling to believe it. 1 am also told that no efforts 
were left untried, during the last winter and spring, 
to prejudice the members of the legislature and 
State Government against me at Monclova.”* 

The remainder of this long letter, which bespeaks 
a man anxious for liberation and apprehensive of foul 
play, is charged with complaints against “ violent 
political fanatics” who were clamorous for the 
erection of Texas into a Federal State, and for 
“ high-handed measures” with the General Govern¬ 
ment, and who abused the writer because he was 
“ too mild, too passive, too lukewarm” on the sub¬ 
ject, yet endeavoured, to compass his destruction 

* A decree of the State of Coahuila* and Texas had removed 
the Sessions of the Legislature from Saltillo (l.«eona Vicario) to 
Monclova. 
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while he was in prison. “Stephen F. Austin's 
motto,” he observes, “ has been fidelity to Mexico 
and opposition to violent men and measures. That 
motto will continue to be the basis of his political 
iaith, and the rule of his actions. He also owes 
duties to the simple-hearted citizens of his colony and 
to Texas, which he has never shriink from executing, 
as far as he could. If proofs are needed to establish 
this fact, let them' be souj^t in the last thirteen 
years, and they will be found. His present incarce¬ 
ration and persecution will also bear him witness. 
At one time, I am vilified for being too Mexican, 
too much the friend of Mexicans, too confiding in 
them, opposed to the separation of Texas from 
Coahuila, and in favour of keeping it for ever bound 
to the State of Coahuila and Texas. At another 
time, I am abused for yielding to the popular opi¬ 
nion, and for representing that opinion in good faith; 
and truly, firmly, fearlessly representing it, as it 
was my duty to do as an agent. I repeat it again and 
again, I cannot comprehend these matters. In my 
letter to the Ayuntamiento of Austin, from Monterey, 
dated 17 th January ,last, and4n all my letters written 
since my return to this city, I have earnestly re¬ 
quested the most promptobedience and submission to 
the authorities of the State and the General Govern¬ 
ment, yea, that a public%ct of gratitude shpold be 
expressed by the people for those remedies that have 
been applied byt the State and the General Govern¬ 
ment to the many ey^ that were threatening Texas 
with ruin.”* ' , 

* I have been unable to ascertain any act of the General 
Government that could appear to Mr. Austin’ to merit Texan 
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Before the date ^ the preceding commimication; 
another violent change had been eflPected in the 
Mexican Government. The Vice-President, Farias, 
in his attempts to circumscribe the mischievous 
powers of the priesthood and the military, evinced 
more zeal than discretion. No one was executed by 
his command, but many were banished and impri¬ 
soned. The priests wrought upon the fears of a 
superstitious populatiipn and ,^produced a reaction 
dangerous to the existence of the Federal system. 
Santa Anna, at the head of the military chiefs who 
had under their control from fifteen to twenty 
thousand mercenary soldiers, deemed the occasion 
favourable for a revolutionary movement. Desert¬ 
ing the Federal Republican party and system, of 
which he had heretofore been the champion and 
the advocate, he espoused the cause, and assumed 
the direction of his former antagonists of the Cen¬ 
tralist faction. With his co-operation that faction 
triumphed. The Constitutional General Congress 
of 1834 "was dissolved on the 13th of May, by a 
military order of tlie President. The Council of 
Government, composed of half the Senate, which, 
agreeably to the Constitution, ought to have been 
installed the day of closing the session of Congress, 
was also dissolved, and a new revolutionary and un¬ 
gratitude, except the repeal of the eleventh article of the decree of 
6th April, 1830. In the Spring of 1834 the Legislature of Coa- 
huila and Texas passed laws for the protectisn of the person and 
property of every settler, whatever might be his religion, for the 
establishment of separate Supreme and Circuit Courts, with trial 
by jury, ai^ the permissive use of the .iSnglish language in Texas. 
But in these enactments the State exceeded its constitutional 
powers, and afforded the Centralists a pretext for subverting tlie 
Federal Constitution. 
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constitutional Congress was com’^enecl by another 
military order. Until it should assemble, Santa 
'Anna retained in his own. hands the substantial 
authority of Government, which he covertly used to 
destroy the Constitution lie had swbm to defend. 

According to^the strength and violence of parties, 
the several States of the Federation were more or 
less agitated by these arbitrary proceedings at the 
seat of Supreme Goyemmen|. The collision be¬ 
tween the President and the General Congress 
divided the legislature of Coahuila and Texas into 
two parties. One of these, at Monclova, issued a 
proclamation (pranunmanvsnto) deroundng Santa 
Anna and his unconstitutional *acts, and sustaining 
Vidaurri as governor of the State; the other, at 
Saltillo, declared for Santa Anna, issued a pronun- 
eiammto against the Congress, annulled the decrees 
of the State Legislature from its election in 1833, 
invoked the protection of the troops, and elected a 
military governor, the majority of votes in the elec¬ 
tion being given by officers of the army. Occu¬ 
pied in mutual denunciations, the two factions, both 
of which were destitute of popul^ir strengtli, arrested 
the progress of public business, until the time con¬ 
stitutionally designated for the election of the Go¬ 
vernor and other State officers had expired, leaving 
the people of Coahuila and Texas to the perils of a 
disgraceful anarchy. The ascendancy of Santa 
Anna in the capital and the interference of his armed 
instruments in the State, had' virtually dissolved the 
social compact, and placed every man under the 
necessity of devising^eans for preserving his own 
and the general rights. 

To provide a remedy for this miserable condi- 
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tion of affairs, a large body of Coahuilan citizens 
assembled with the inhabitants ’ of Bexar at San 
Antonio, on the 13th of Octoper, and reived, on 
tlie motion ^f |)ba ISiasmo Seguin, the chief of 
the Departm^t, that a State Oonyention should 
be held at / on the 15th of }Joveinber, to or¬ 
ganise a Provisional OotemnieiLi^ In order to save 
the country from “ unpai^lleled anarchy and confu¬ 
sion.” A copy of the resolu,tions tras transmitted 
to the other Departments of the State: the project was 
approved by the deputies at Mpnelova, but it was 
not carried into operation from the want of concert 
among the mass of the people. Many of the Anglo- 
Americans who had been* previously hostile or neu¬ 
tral upon the question, now began to yield to the 
conviction that the welfiire of Texas indispensably 
required immediate separarion from Coahuila. Austin 
was still in prison, having failed in the great object 
of his mission; the evils for which redress had been 
conceded by the general were of minor 

importance, while for the anarchy which afflicted 
the province no relief could 1^ anticipated from the 
supreme authority, which was itself a military usur¬ 
pation and the secret causHof the distraction that 
prevailed. 

In his letter of August 25th, Stephen Austin had 
warned the colonists against interfering in “ the poli¬ 
tical family quarrels” of the Republic, they “ having 
every thing to lose and nothing to gain.” He called 
upon the settlers to obey Santa Anna, who professed 
to be friendly to Texas and himself, and cautioned 
the farmers against “ inflammtory politicians,” he 
having begun to lose confidence in all persons ex* 
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cept tjbose who sought their living between* “the 
hi^les of the plough.” But the advocates of sepa¬ 
ration fron^ Co^uila were- sensible that Austin was 
no longer in a situation to express untrammelled opi¬ 
nions, and they could not fail to reanember that he had 
volunteered yerjsdilSexent counsels at a time when 
the state of the comilii^ could have been far less 
powerfully pleaded in justification of extreme mea¬ 
sures. A inaj<»ity of the settlers, however, fearful 
of the consequences of civil broils, submitted to the 
advice of their imprisoned representative, and united 
with those inhabitsmts of Coahuila who were favour¬ 
able to the recoustruetipn of the Stal« Government. 
Two parties thus sprang among the Anglo-Ame¬ 
ricans,'one for proclaiming Texas an independent 
member of the«^exican Federation, at every hazard, 
the other for x^asntaining the connexion with Cou- 
huila, according to the relations of the Federal 
Constitntipn* By Gonstitution, all loyal citizens, 
whether native or naturalised, held themselves bound 
to abide, according to their oaths. 

On the 20th of October, 1834, the Separatists, led 
by the Political Chief of the Brazos, issued an ad¬ 
dress to the people of Tgaias, recommending them to 
organise, to save themselves from the anarchy which 
prevailed in the General and State Governments, by 
declaring perpetual the dissolution of the political 
connexion between Coahuila and Texas, caused by 
the “ wilful and unlawful” proceedings of the former. 
“ Coahuila will, in this case, be left without a plea 
or excuse; having wilfully committed an act of 
treachery, by plighting her faith and forfeiting all 
her guarantees. She can never he allowed to take 
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jidvaiitagc of her own wrong. Let Texas tlien im¬ 
mediately close in with her, on her own terms; suf¬ 
fering her quietly to enjoy all the rights, privileges, 
and benefits which she can derive from the reign of 
anarchy or military despotism.” 

An answer to this a})peal was published in Novem¬ 
ber, by the Grand Central Committee appointed by 
the Convention of Texas to provide against emergen- 
<ji(*.s. The Committee stated their anxiety to obtain a 
restoration of the State Government by constitutional 
means, and exjnessed their determination to have 
recourse to no other description of measures; they 
eoiidenmed the plan of organization proposed by 
their Political Chief, as revolatiouary, and the foro- 
ruiiiier of civil war; they described the dispositions 
of the President and Federal Government as favour- 
abk‘ to T(‘xas—in proof of which they referred to 
the repeal of tlie most obnoxious part of the law of 
the 6'th of April, 1830; they considered it the 
duty of Stephen Austin’s constituents to abstain from 
inviting “ fresh difficulties in the way of his liberty, 
and perhaps his life,” his health being much im¬ 
paired, and a s})eedy release absolutely necessary; 
they deem(‘d it unwrse to “scatter the seeds of dis¬ 
cord and confusion” when the country was j)rosper- 
ing and the mass of the inhabitants contented and 
happy, and they intimated that the difficulties be¬ 
tween Saltillo and Monclova were in proc(‘ss of ad- 
jiistment, and that the State Goveniment would 
“ soon be restored to its proper functions.” After 
noticing some of the “ inflammatory documents 
which had*been cast as firebrands among the people,” 
the Committee met the complaint against Mexican 
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misrule with a pica which must have been as con¬ 
solatory to the discontented settlers as the comfort¬ 
ing of his friends to Job in his afflictions. 

“ Another complaint is made, and somewhat justly 
too, that the Constitution and laws are continually 
departed from; in consequence of which we are 
compelled to forego some of those benefits and ad¬ 
vantages which the Government promised us. It 
would perhaps be as well for us all to think of this, 
and speak about it as little as possible, as it might 
be that the too strict surveillance of the parent 
would restrict the playfulness of the children. But 
if the complaint is just, and the insj,ectioii would be 
right, as no honest man will deny—^what then ? Is 
Mexico herself in any better situation ? Do we not 
see that faction after faction overturns the C<msti- 
tution and laws almost daily, kee})ing up a chaos 
of dreadful confusion ? 

“ When has Mexico been able to avail herself of 
the blessings of a great well-ordered Government ? 
If it bemot in her power to avail herself of these 
blessings in her very capital, how is it possible for 
her to extend them to any otlier part of the Govern¬ 
ment ? Besides all this, we know that the business 
of self-government is new to them, they have so re- 
cently^escaped from the iron hand of tyranny.***** 
Texas is situated 1200 miles fi’om the capital of 
Mexico, and owing to the distance and state of war 
in the country ever since We have known it as a 
Republic, communications could be no other than 
tedious and uncertain. In the event of our petitions 
reaching Mexico "in the recess of Congress, they 
must necessarily wait until the Session, and wait to 
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be acted upon in their turn, and might at last be 
neglected, owing to the immense mass of business 
of more vital importance to the nation occupying 
their whole time. 

* 

“All tliese, besides many more reasons which 
might be given, have been sufficient to cause so 
much delay as to injure Texas materially, without 
the possibility of remedy, be the intentions of the 
Government towards Texas ever so good. Self-pre¬ 
servation is the first law of nature; and so thinks 
Texas, and therefore complains of the Government. 
So thinks the Government, and therefore neglects 
Texas. Where are these difficulties to end ? They 
, will end in Government getting through its troubles, 
wherein Texas must bear a part, or she will add to 
the calamities of the nation and ruin'herself lor ever.” 

The ])leading3 of the peace, or anti-sepai*ation 
j)urty, discouraging as they were, succeeded in allay¬ 
ing the ferment produced by the addresses of the 
Political Chief of the Brazos and his coadjutors. An 
adjustment of differences was also effected between 
the Coahuilan factions at Saltillo and Monclova, 
under the arbitration of the President of the Re¬ 
public, General Santa Anna. The State resumed 
the exercise of its suspended functions, and elected 
members of die legislature and other constitutional 
authorities—the enti^nce of the legislative body on 
the discharge of its duties being postponed from the 
1st of January, 1835, to the 1st of M^rch ensuing. 

Amidst the disorder which prevailed in Mexico, 
in consequence of the alliance of the privileged classes 
against the Federal Constitution, the Supreme Exe¬ 
cutive instituted a proceeding which evinced its 

. F 2 
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growing sense of the importance of Texas aiid its 
hostility to the Anglo-Americans. It has been 
previously mentioned that, by the decree of tlie 6th 
April, 1830, issued by the Vice-President Busta- 
mente, the Government was authorised to appoint 
Commissioners to visit the colonies of the frontier 
States, and, in the words of the third article, “ to 
contract with the Legislatures of said States for the 
purchase, by the nation, of lands suitable for the 
establishment of new colonies of Mexicans and 
foreigners; to enter into such arrangements as they 
may deem proper for the security of the Republic, 
with the colonies already established; to watch over 
the exact compliance of the contracts on the en¬ 
trance of new colonists; and to investigate how far 
the contracts already made have l)ccn complied 
with.” By the fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh 
articles of the same decree, the Executive was em¬ 
powered to take possession of such lauds as might 
be suitable for military defences and new colonies, 
indemnifying the State by deducting the amount 
of their value from the debt due by it to the Fede¬ 
ration; to remove convicts from Vera Cruz and 
other places to the new colonies, giving to each, at 
the end of his term of service, a grant of land, with 
necessary implements of husband^, and means of 
subsistence for one year ; and tp convey, free of 
expense, Mexican families desirous to become colo¬ 
nists, with th^ like provision that was to be appro¬ 
priated to discharged convicts. Texas alone could 
have been contemplated by these enactments, it 
being the only frcftitier State that had been selected 
for colonization. 
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In the spring of 1834, while Stephen Austin was 
exjjiating his contumacy in a Mexican prison, Colo¬ 
nel Juan Nepomuccuo Almonte was commissioned 
by the Supreme Government to visit Texas, and 
report his observations to the Executive, Subse¬ 
quent events warrant the conclusion that the 
Commissioner’s instructions extended to inquiries 
for military as well as civil purposes. With the 
permission of the Government, he published, in 
January, 1835, his Statistical Notice of Texas, 
dedicated to General Barragan, which, according 
to the Commissioner’s introductory statement, 
formed only part of the information he had pre¬ 
sented to the supreme authorities. 

This publication, though indicating, by its flimsy 
texture, the indifference and ignorance of Mexico 
with regard to Texas, is important as a link in the 
chain of historical evidence. Colonel Almonte 
cannot be suspected of partiality to the Anglo- 
Texans; and as his Repoi-t illustrates their social 
progress during a period of ten years, beginning 
with the settlement of Stephen Austin’s first colony 
ill 1824, an abstract of its more important contents 
may be usefully incorjjorated in the general nar¬ 
rative.* 

In his prefatory remarks, the author obseives that 
he had not coutemjflated the publication of his re¬ 
searches in Texas, both from the reserve incumbent 
on an agent of the Government, and 4rom the want 
of sufficient time to examine the great resources of 

* My copy of Almonte's work, which about the size of an 
ordinary pamphlet, bears the following imprint: Mexico — hn- 
preso Por Ignacio Cumplidot Caile de tos licbeldesy n. 2. 1835.” 
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ext^ive and interesting country. In deference, 
howmeV', to the desire for information evinced by 
inany^ he had, with the sanction of tlie Supreme 
Government, detei*mined on publishing his Statist¬ 
ical Observations, which, although imperfect, might 
not perhaps be regarded with indifference, as they 
would afford some idea of what Texas is and what 
it was. What it will be, it is not difficult to an¬ 
ticipate. If we consider the extraordinary and 
rapid advances that industry has made; its advan¬ 
tageous geographical position, its harbours, the easy 
navigation of its rivers, the variety of its produc¬ 
tions, the fertility of the soil, the climate, &;c.,—the 
conclusion is, that Texas must soon be the most 
flourishing section of the Republic. There is no 
difficulty in explaining the reason of this prosperity. 
In Texas, with the exception of some disturbers, 
(con ecepcion de algmnos revolto$os\ they oUly 
think of growing the sugar-cane, cotton, maize, 
wheat, tobacco'; the breeding of cattle, opening of 
roads, and rendering the rivers navigable. Moreover, 
the effects of our political commotions are not felt 
there, and often it is only by mere chance our dis¬ 
sensions are known. Situated as Texas is, some 4f50 
leagues from the capital of the Federation, it is easy 
to conceive the rajudity of its progress in population 
and industry, for the reason that Texas is out of the 
reach of the civil wars that have unfortunately come 
upon us. The inhabitants of that country continue, 
without interruption, to devote themselves to indus¬ 
trious occupations, giving value to the lands with 
which tliey have ffeen favoured by the muniflcence 
of the Government. 
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“ If, then, the position of Texas is so advantageous, 
why should not the Mexicans ]:)articipal;e in its 
benefits ? Are not they the owners of those valuable 
lands {preciosos terrenos) ? Are they not capable of 
encountering dangers with firmness and courage ? 
Let small comjpanies be formed; enter into contracts 
with agricultural labourers; appoint to each of the 
companies its overseer, agent, or colonial director; 
and I will be the surety that, in less than one or two 
ytrars, by the concession of eleven league grants of 
land, which will not cost perhaps more than a trifle 
for tlie stamped paper on which the title is made 
out, the grants will be converted into a property 
worth more than from fifteen to twenty thousand 
dollars. Let those who wish to test the worth of 
tins assurance visit the plantations of the colonists, 
and they will perceive I am no dnjaraer.” 

*The Commissioner, adverting to the objection of 
tlie remottiuess of Texas as a field for Mexican colo¬ 
nization, remarks that it is not necessary to remove 
thither by land: from the city of Mexico to Vera 
Cruz it was but four days’ journey, and the voyage 
from thence to Galveston or Brazoria might be 
made in six or eight days more. “ If, as is possible,” 
he proceeds to say, “ 1 return to Texas as colonial 
director, I shall have great pleasure in affording to 
purchasers of land and Mexican Empresarios all the 
information in my power for the better colonization 
of the country. I do not hesitate particularly to as¬ 
sure retired officers and invalids, that the best way 
to provide for their families is to solicit permission 
of the Government to capitalise *their pay, and go 
and colonise Texas. There they will find i>eace and 
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indastry, and obtain rest in their old age, which, in 
nil probability, will not be found in tlie centre of 
the Republic.” 

The Report opens witli a general notice of Texas, 
and then enters upon separate statistical details re< 
specting the three Departments—Bexar, the Brazos, 
and Nacogdoches. My object being to adduce the 
Commissioner’s authority as Mexican evidence to 
fact, I shall refer to his testimcmy in the order of his 
own aiTaiigement The investigation commenctxl in 
the Spring, and terminated in the Autumn of 1834. 

“The population of Texas,” states the Report, 
“extendsfrom Bexar to the Sabin? River, and in 
that direction there are not more than 25 leagutjs of 
unoccupied territory to occasion some inconvenience 
to the traveller. The most difficult part of tlic 
journey to Texas is the space between the Rio 
Grande and Bexar, which extends a little more than 
50 leagues, by what is called the Upjjer Road, and 
above 65 leagues by the way of Loredo. These dif¬ 
ficulties do not arise from the badness of the ro^ 
itself, but from the absence of population, rendering 
it necessary to carry provisions, and even water 
during summer, when it is scarce in this district. 
This tract is so flat and rich in pasturage that it 
may be travelled with sufficient relays, and at a 
suitable speed, without the fear of wanting forage. 

“ In 1806 the department of Bexar contained two 
municipalities ;*San Antonio de Bexar, with a popu¬ 
lation of 5,000 souls, and Goliad, with 1,400 ; total 
6,400. In 1834 there were four municipalities, 
with the following ]>opulation respectively:—San 
Antonio de Bexar, 2,400; Goliad, 700; Victoria, 



73 


CHAP, viir.] Almonte’s beport. 

300; San Patricio, 600; total 4,000. Deducting 
600 for the municipality of San Patricio (an Irish 
settlement), the Mexican population had declined 
from 6,400 to 3,400 between 1806 and 1834. This 
is the only district of Texas in which there are no 
negro labourers. Of tlie various colonies intro¬ 
duced into it, only two have prospered; one of 
Mexicans, on the ^river Guadalupe, by the road 
which leads from Goliad to San Felipe; the other 
of Irish, on the river Nueces, on the road from Ma- 
tamoros to Goliad. Witli the exception of San 
Patricio, the entire district of Bexar is peopled by 
Mexicans. The greater part of the lands of Bexar 
can easily be irrigated, and there is no doubt that so 
soon as the Government, compassionating tlie lot 
(suerte) of Texas, shall send a respectable force to 
chastise the savages, the Mexicans will gladly hasten 
to*colonise those valuable lands wliich court their 
labour. 

“ Extensive undertakings cannot be entered on in 
Bexar, as there is no individual capital exceeding 
10,000 dollars. All the provisions raised by the in¬ 
habitants are consumed in the district. The wild 
horse is corainon, so as rarely to be valued at more 
than 20 rials (about 10 shillings British) when 
caught. Cattle are cheap; a cow and a calf not 
being worth more than 10 dollars, and a young bull 
or heifer from 4 to 5 dollars. Sheep are scarce, not 
exceeding 5,000 head. The whole tsxport tmde is 
confined to from 8,000 to 10,000 skins of various 
kinds, and the imports to a few aiticles from New 
Orleans, tvhich are exchanged in San Antonio for 
peltry or currency (peleteriay vietcdico). 
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“ There is one school in the capital of the Depart¬ 
ment supported by the municipality, but apparently 
the funds are so reduced as to render the mainte¬ 
nance of even this useful establishment impossible. 
What is to be the fate of those unhappy Mexicans 
who dwell in the midst .of savages without hope of 
civilization ? Goliad, Victoria, and even San Patricio, 
are similarly situated, and it is not difficult to fore¬ 
see the consequences of such a state of things. In 
the whole department there is but one curate (earn ); 
the vicar died of cholera morbus in September last. 

“ The capital of the Department of the Brazos is 
San Felipe de Austin, and its principal towns are 
the said San Felipe, Brazoria, Matagorda, Gonzalez, 
Harrisburg, Mina, and Velasco. The district con¬ 
taining these towns is that which is generally called 
‘ Austin’s Colony.’ 

“ The following are the municipalities and towns 
of the Department, with the population :—San 
Felipe, 2,500; Columbia, 2,100; Matagorda, 1,400; 
Gonzalez, 900; Mina, 1,100: total, 8,000. Towns: 
Brjizoria, Harrisburg, Velasco, Bolivar. In the 
population are included about 1000 negroes, in¬ 
troduced under certain conditions guaranteed by 
the State Government (introducidos hajo dertas 
condicione.% garantizadas por el gohierno del cstado); 
and although it is true that a few African slaves 
have been imported into Texas, yet it has been done 
contrary to tlie opinion of the respectable settlers, 
who were unable to prevent it. It is to be hoped 
that this traffic has already been stopped; and it is 
desirable that a law of the General Congl^ss and of 
the State should fix a maximum period for the in- 



75 


CHAP. VIII.] Almonte’s beport. 

troduction of negroes into Texas, as servants to the 
oiiipresarios, which period ought not, in my opi- 
iiion, to exceed 10 or 12 years, jit the end of 
which time they should enjoy abso^lPliberty. 

“ Tile most prosperous colonies of this Depart¬ 
ment are those of Austin and Dewitt. Towards the 
north-west of San Felipe there is now a new colony 
under the direction of Robertson; the same that 
was formerly under the charge of Austin. 

“ In 1833, upwards of 2,000 bales of cotton, 
weighing from 400 to 500 lbs. each, were exported 
from the Brazos; and it is said that in 1832 not 
less than 5,000 bales were exported. The maize is 
all consumed in the country, though the annual 
crop exceeds 50,000 barrels. The cattle, of which 
there may be about 25,000 head in the district, are 
usually driven for sale to Natchitoclies. The cotton 
is*Gxported regularly from Brazoria to New Orleans, 
where it pays 2^ per cent, duty, and realises from 
10 to 10 J cents, per lb. for the exporter, after 
paying cost of transport, See. The price of cattle 
varies but little..throughout Texas, and is the same 
in the Brazos as in Bexar. There are no sheep in 
this district; herds of swine are numerous, and may 
be reckoned at 50,000 head. 

“ The trade of the Department of the Brazos has 
reached 600,000 dollars. Taking the estimate for 
1832 (the settlements having been ravaged by the 
cholera in 1833), the exports aijd imports are 
estimated thus: 5,000 bales of cotton, weighing 
2,250,000 lbs., sold in New Orleans, and producing 
at 10 cents, per lb. 225,000 dollars net; 50,000 
skills, at an average of 8 rials each, 50,000 dol- 
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lar^. Value of exports, 275,000 dollars (exclusive 
of the sale of live stock). The imports are esti¬ 
mated at 325^00 dollars. 

** In this Wpartment there is but one school, 
near Brazoria, erected by subscription, and con¬ 
taining from 30 to 40 pupils. The wealthier 
colonists prefer sending their children to the United 
States; and those who have not the advantages of 
fortune care little for the education of their sons, 
provided they can wield the axe and cut down a 
tree, or kill a deer with dexterity. 

“ The Department of Nacogdoches contains four 
municipalities and four towns. N.^cogdoches muni¬ 
cipality has a population of 3,500; that of San 
Augustine, 2,500; Liberty, 1,000; Johnsburg, 2,000; 
the town of Anahuac, 50 ; Bevil, 140; Teran, 10; 
Tanaha, 100: total population, 9,000, in which is 
included about 1,000 negroes, introduced under 
special arrangements (convenios particulares), 

“ Until now it appears that* the New York Com¬ 
pany are only beginning to interest themselves in 
settling their lands, bought or obtained by contKict 
with Messrs. Zavala, Burnet, and Vehlein, empre- 
sarios, who first undertook the colonization of the 
immense tracts which they obtained of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, and which are laid down in 
the maps of the North as lands of the * Galveston 
Bay Company.’ In consequence of that trans¬ 
action, the Coiqpany are proprietors of nearly three- 
fourths of the Department of Nacogdoches, including 
the 20 leagues of boundary from that town to 
the Sabine. Of the contracts of Zavala, Burnet, 
and Vehlein, some expired last year, and others will 
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expire during tJie present year. The Supreme Go¬ 
vernment, if at all anxious to do away with a sys¬ 
tem of jobbing so ruinous to the lands of the nation, 
at the hands of a few Mexicans and foreigners, 
(flight, without loss of time, to adopt means to ob¬ 
viate the confusion daily arising out of contracts 
with the speculators, which create a feeling of dis¬ 
gust among the colonists, who are dissatisfied with 
the niOTopoly enjoyed by companies or contractors 
that have acquired the lauds with the sole object of 
speculating in them. 

“ settlements of this district have not pros¬ 
pered, becjiusc speculators have not fulfilled their 
contracts, and the scattered population is composed 
of individuals who have obtained one or more 
leagues of land from the State, and of others who, 
in virtue of the law of colonization inviting 
strangers, have established themselves wlierever it 
appeared most convenient. But the latter have not 
even the titles to. their properties, which it would 
be only fair to extend for them, in order to relieve 
them from that cruel state of uncertainty in wdiich 
some have been placed for severaj^ years, as to whe- 
tlier they appertain to the United States or to 
Mexico. And as these colonists have emigrated at 
their own expense, it seems just that the contractors 
on whose lands they have settled, and who were not 
instrumental to the introduction of their families, 
should not receive the premium allowed by law. 
In stipulating with those contractors {empresarios) 
both the General and State Government have 
hitherto 4 icted with too much •negligence, and it 
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would be well that they should now seriously turn 
their attention to a matter so deeply important. 

“There are three common schools in this de¬ 
partment ; one in Nacogdoches, very badly sup¬ 
ported, another at San Augustine, and the third 
Johnsburg. Texas wants a good establishment for 
public instruction, where the Spanish language 
may be taught; otherwise the language \yill be 
lost: even at present, English is almost tl!® only 
language spoken in this section of the Republic. 

“ The trade of this Department amounts for the 
year to 470,000 dollars. The exports consist of 
cotton, skins of the deer, otter, braver, &;c., Indian 
corn, and cattle. There will be exported during 
this year about 2,000 bales of cotton, 90,000 skins, 
and 5,000 head of cattle, equal in value to 205,000 
dollars. The imports are estimated at 205,000 
dollars; the excess in the amount of imports i.s 
occasioned by the stock which remains on hand in 
the stores of the dealers. 

“ There are about 50,000 head of cattle in the 
whole Department, and prices are on a level with 
those in the Braz(^. There are no sheep, nor pas¬ 
turage adapted to them. There are above 60,000 
head of swine, which will soon form another Jirticle 
of export. 

“ Thei’e are machines for cleaning and pressing- 
cotton in the Departments of Nacogdoches and the 
Brazos. There are also a number of saw-mills. A 
steam-boat is plying on the Brazos river, and the 
arrival of two more is expected ; one for the Neches, 
the other for the Trinity. 
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‘‘ The amount of the whole trade of Texas for tlie 
year 1834 may be estimated at 1,400,000 dollars. 


departments. imports. exports. total. 

Bexar .... 40,000 20,000 60,000 

Brazos - . . 325,000 275,000 600,000 

Nacogdoches . 265,000 205,000 470,000 

Appiuximute valuation of contraband trade with the 
interior, througli the ports of Brazoria, Matagorda, 
and Copano. 270,000 


Total. 1,400,000 

“ Money is very scarce in Texas ; not one in ten 
sales arc made for cash. Purchases^ are made on 
credit, or by barter; which gives the country, in 
its trading relations, tlie appearance of a continued 
fair. Trade is daily increasing, owing to the large 
crops of cotton, and tlie internal consumption, 
caused h}'' the constant influx of emigrants from the 
United States.”’*^ 

The Coramissimier, in a tabular return, estimates 
the whole population of Texas Proper at 36,300; 
of which 21,000 are civilised inhabitants, and 
15,300 Indians. The number of hostile Indians is 
estimated at 10,800, and of friendly tribes 4,500; 
of the former, 9,900 are appropriated to the De¬ 
partment of Bexar, and the remaining 600 to the 
Brazos.t The Northern Indians in the Department 

♦ In a new and fertile country, settled by industrious agricul¬ 
turists, Uie high price of provisions is a symptom of prosperity, 
the consumption being occasioned by the increase of population. 
Apart from exports, the demand for Indian com and other produce 
to meet the wants of immigrants, brings large returns to the 
farmers of Texas. The settler who pays high prices this year may 
be enabled exact them the next. * 

t Although the Anglo-Texans had suffered grievously from 
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of Nacogdoches are described “ as generally attached 
to the Mexican Government.** They had applied 
to the President of Mexico for a grant of land. 
“ The statement accompanying the petition,** 
says the Commissioner, “ will show who are 
friends and who are in arms against us in Texas.** 
Beyond the foregoing facts. Colonel Almonte’s 
Report supplies no information calculated to throw 
light on the social condition of Texas in 1834. The 
meagre character of the publication is admitted by 
the Commissioner himself, who, in apologising for 
an important omission, makes a revelation more 
curious than creditable, as regards the state of the 
arts in Mexico. “ I had proposed,** he says, 
“ adding to this notice a map of Texas which is in 
my possession, that the reader might judge at a 
glance of tlic extent of its immons(i territory, but 
finding that impossible, from the difficulty attend¬ 
ing engraving or lithography in owr country^ I shall 
content myself with recommending him to procure 
one of the maps published in New York, and 
usually found in the libraries of that capital.*’* 
According to the Gazette of (Joahuila and Texas, 
published at Monclova, Colonel Almonte had ar¬ 
rived in that city on the 24th of September, 1834, 
after executing the duties assigned him by the 
General Government. His next visit to a country 

cholera in 1833, their numerical strength is evidently underrated. 
The scattered settlements rendered it extremely difficult to number 
tlte colonists with accuracy, and it did not accord with the policy 
of the Mexican Government to represent them as formidable in any 
respect. They probably amounted to about 30,000, exclusive of 
the 2,000 negroes. * 

* Nofida EstadisHca Sobre Tpjas, p. 89. 
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of which he spoke in most eulogistic terms, was in 
a very different capacity. 

Brief and superficial as is the Report of the Mexi¬ 
can Commissioner, it has afforded very seasonable 
aid at tliis stage of rny narrative. It has described, 
ill the cold phraseology of official inquiry, the 
change effected in ten years by the Northern Colo¬ 
nists, in the solitudes of a land neglected and aban¬ 
doned by its rulers. The statistics of Almonte form 
the proudest testimonial to the labours of those 
fearless and persevering spirits who first rendered 
the golden glebe of Texas tributary to the enjoy¬ 
ments of civilised man, and supply a conclusive 
answer to the charges brought against the Texans 
by persons who, in the fervour of a philanthropic 
enthusiasm in behalf of the Indian and the Negro, 
are ready to sacrifice not only time and money, but 
flic solemn obligations of truth and justice. 
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CHAPTER IX, 

Innovations of the M^ican CeutmlistB—Unprincipled Sale of 
Texan Lands—Constitutional Exposition of the Legislature of 
Coahuila and Texas—Fall of Zacatecas—Dispersion of the 
Legislature of Coahuila and Texas, and Arrest of the Governor 
—Agitation in Texas—Lorenzo dc Zavala-^—Return of Stephen 
Austin—His Speech at Brazoria—Military preparations against 
Texas and organization of the People—Defeat of the Mexicans 
near Gonzalez—Suhversion of the Federal Constitution of 1824 
and establishment of a Central Government in Mexico. 

The new Congress, convoked under the auspices of 
Santa Anna and the Centralists, assembled in the 
city of Mexico in the month of .laiiuary, 
Petitions and declamtions in favour of a Ct;iitral 
Republic were poured in by the military and clerg}^, 
while protests and remonstrances on behalf of tlu; 
Federal Constitution were presented by some of tlie 
State legislatures and the people. The latter were 
disregarded, and their supporters persecuted and 
imprisoned. Emboldened by party co-operation, the 
Congress assumed extraordinary powers and de¬ 
posed the Vice-President, Gomez Farias, without 
impeachment or trial, electing in his stead General 
Barragan, a leading Centralist. Among tlie first 
acts of the Congress was a decree for reducing the 
militia of the»several States to one for every five 
hundred souls, and disarming the remainder, which 
amounted to the annihilation of that constitutional 
force. Every successive step evinced a settled pur¬ 
pose to establish a Central Republic on the ruins of 
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tlie Federal System, that ** division of the supreme 
])owers of the Federation, and of the States,” \ifliicli, 
according to the provisions of the Constitutional 
compact in 1824, could “ never be reformed.” 

The legislature of the State of Coahuila and Texas 
assembled in session at Monciova on the 1st of 
March, and Augustin Vi^ca, who had been elected 
governor, entered upon the duties of his office. 
Among tlie grievances which were (jonsidered by 
the Texans as an equitable ground of separation 
from Coahuila, was the prodigal disposal of the 
valuable waste lands, which lay almost exclusively * 
witln'ii the limits of Texas. The waste lands of a 
n(‘w republican state constitute its capital, and it 
was calculated that those appertaining to Texas 
would, under proper administration, sustain tlie 
expenditure of a State government for the first ten 
years. An immense extent of the domain of Texas 
Iiad been granted in 1834 to John T. Mason of 
New \ ork, by an act of the Legislature of Coahuila 
and Texas, and on the Utli March, 1835, they 
lollowed up the same wasteful and iniquitous policy, 
by selling 411 leagues of choice land at private sale, 
and for the inadequate sum of 30,000 dollars. 
Tracts of eleven leagues had also been sold, at a 
nominal price, from time to time, to citizens of 
Coahuila, to be by them resold at a profit; thus 
improving their condition at the expense of Texas. 
Anticipating the period of separatioiH the Coahuilan 
members of the State Legislature, availed them¬ 
selves of their majority, and proceeded without 
shame or scruple, in squandering the resources *of 
their constitutional associates. Among the spe- 

G 2 
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culators who appeared as purchasers at Monclova, 
were «some Texans, whose participation in the odious 
job has, in places where the facts were unknown, 
brought discredit on the general body of their 
fellow-citizens. These persons justifi^ their con¬ 
duct on the plea that, if ^iir^an settlers had not 
bought the land, it would have been transferred to 
strangers. The transaction, however, which had 
been accomplished by sinister influence, excited 
the deepest dissatisfaction among the industrious 
colonists who protested against it as a violation of 
good faith and the most sacred guarantees,” de¬ 
nounced it as a ** death-blow ” to their rising 
country, and stigmatised it as “ an act of corruption 
in all parties concerned.” 

The Federal Decree of 6th April, 1830, con¬ 
templated the purchase of the frontier lands from 
the States to which they belonged, by the Supreme 
Government, for the pur}X)se of colonization and 
defence. Nothing had been effected under the pro¬ 
visions of that decree, until the mission of Colonel 
Almonte, whose report revealed the intention of 
the general government to colonise Texas with 
Mexicans, instead of foreigners, more especially 
with military men. The lavish appropriation of 
the waste lands by the Legislature of Coalmila and 
Texas must, of course, if permitted, have disabled 
the Government from executing its design. The 
law authorising the sale of the 411 leagu'bs of Texan 
land was, therefore, as objectionable to the supreme 
authorities as to the colonists. The General 
Govcjrnment accordingly denied the right of the 
State Legislature to dispose of the land except in 
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its own favour, on the ground thnt Coahuila and 
Texas was chargeable with a proportion of the 
public debt, which remained unliquidated. Instead, 
however, df resorting to the remedies prescribed by 
the Constitution and the laws, the power of the 
sword—the usual arbiter of Mexican differences— 
was invoked to rectify the alleged abuse. 

The revolutionary proceedings of the party in 
power in Mexico, were opposed by the people in 
Puebla, Oaxaca, Zalisco, and other States of the 
nation. The State of Zacatecas refused to disband 
and disarm its militia, in obedience to the decree of* 
the General Congress, and in April had recourse to . 
arms, to resist the measures in progress for establish¬ 
ing a Central Bepublic. On the 22nd of the same 
month, the Legislature of Coahuila.and Texas framed 
an “ .Exposition to be presented to the CJiambers 
of’the Union, petitioning that no reforms be made 
in the Federal Constitution, save in the manner 
therein prescribed.” 

In this document the petitioners, after lamenting 
the constant fluctuations in the government for party 
objects, observed:— 

A year has not passed since the plan of Cuernavaca, 
exciting the fears of the timid and the individual interest 
of those disaffected by the compacts of Zavaleta, became 
general throughout the republic. This plan did not ac¬ 
knowledge the legitimacy of the General Congress, and 
most of the State Legislatures were dissolved, under the 
pretext of their having passed laws upon religious reforms, 
and others which were edntr^ to the Federal Constitution 
and those of the States. If . t^ single cause produced a 
general and simultaneous movement throughout the re¬ 
public, what may be expected from the violent reforms 
which now occupy the august chambers ] * * * * 
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** To effect these reforms, opinions have been expressed 
in that august body, so unreasonable as to suppose the 
present General Congress invested with the power of 
changing the constitution at pleasure* It is hot understood 
how a national representation which owes its origin to the 
existing fundamental compact, can Khve the right of- 
reforming or changing it according to their citprices. On 
what principle of constitutional right can this power bt' 
predicated ? What act of their organization has conferred 
upon them so extraordinaiy a prerogative ? Did not the 
electors from whom they received their appointment act in 
conformity with the same constitution? Then it i<S certain 
that the general Congress has ndt, nor can have, any other 
power than those defined in die 47t«h, 48thV' 49th, and 50th 
articles of the Federal Constitution, because it is ^so evident 
that tlie people, in constituting this Coujgress, were strictly 
governed by tlie same. 

Therefore, the State of Coahuila -and Texas, legrdly 
represented by its legislature, protests, in the most soleuiu 
manner, that having been received into the confederation 
by virtue of the fundamental compact, and on the principles 
therein established, it does not, nor ever will acknowledge 
the acts emanating from the General Congress, which are 
not in strict conformity with the express tenor of the above 
cited articles; nor will it admit other reforms of the Con¬ 
stitution, than those made in the manner therein prescribed: 
on the contrary, it will view as an attempt against its sove¬ 
reignty, every measure in opposition to these legal disposi¬ 
tions. A fatality, ever to be lamented, has caused us to 
attempt the remedy of one evil by another. While in the 
south there appears a rcvolutionmry spai'k, the chambers of 
the Union are warmly engaged in the &cussion of questions 
of reform, which^have engrossed the attention of all; certain 
laws have been repealed, and others have been passed, giving 
such a preponderance to the privileged classes, that they, to 
continue these abuses, are Constantly engaged in exciting 
disturbances. The civic militifi is reduced throughout the 
republic; or, rather, the only bulwark of liberty, and of the 
rights of the community, is destroyed. 'The general govern- 



CHAP. IX.] FALL OF ZACATECAS. 87 

ment, which ought to turn its attention to the revolutions of 
the south, is preparing an expedition against a pacific state, 
as is tliat of Zacatecas, which has so long been, the glory of 
the nation, checking arbitrary measures and abuses of power, 
llic commandant-general of the Eastern Internal States, 
interfering, in the most scandalous manner, with the in¬ 
ternal administration of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
and even issuing orders that certain laws, which have been 
passed by this legislature shall not be complied with, is 
making arrangements to move the presidial troops from the 
frontier posts where they a3*e stationed, and where they are 
so necessary on account of the savage Indians, and is 
bringing them upon this capital, doubtless to put dowTi the 
supreme autborities, or .to accomplish some ncfiirious ob ject. 
The general govermnent, which has been applied to, to 
check these advances of military power, preserves a pro¬ 
found silence upon the subject; so that everything indicates 
the dangerous course wc arc pursuing, and in wliich rc- 
fiection, prudence and wisdom alone can prevent us from 
being involved in the disasters of a civil war.’* 

Santa Anna, with a body of regular troops, 
inarched in April against Don Francisco Garcia, 
governor of the State of Zacatecas, a liberal and 
enlightened man, but an unskilful commander. 
Withdrawing his undisciplined troops, amounting 
to 5,000 men, from their strong post in the city, 
Garcia had the imprudence to give battle to Santa 
Anna on the prairies of Guadalupe, where, after an 
engagement of two hours, he was totally defeated 
with great loss, leaving 2,700 prisoners, with cannon, 
arms and ammunition in the hands of the enemy. 
Advancing by a forced march to the city of Zacatecas, 
Santa Anna took possession of it, and overcame all 
farther resistance in the State.* • While engaged in 

* Official account of the fall of Zacatecas, by General Santa 
Anna, May llth, 1835. 
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these operations, he ordered his brother-in-law, 
General Martin Perfecto de Cos, who had the mili¬ 
tary command and inspection of the Eastern Internal 
Provinces, to proceed from Matamoros with a suit¬ 
able force, for the purpose of punishing the legis¬ 
lature of Coahuila and Texas, the members of which, 
in addition to their profrigato land sales, had incurred 
his personal displeasure by declaring against him in 
June 1834. 

Difficulties began to thicken around the State 
Legislature of Coahuila and Texas. The Centralist, 
party was again organised at Saltillo, powerfully 
seconded by military influence. Tlie Governor 
Viesca endeavoured to prepare for the approaching 
storm, by calling out part of the militia, and applied 
for a levy of one hundred men in each of the tlu-ee 
Departments of Texas. His proclamations called 
upon the Texans to arouse themselves for the ])ro- 
tection of their dearest intere8t8.-r—“ Your liberty, 
your property, na}^ your very existence,” he said to 
the colonists, “ depend upon the capricious will of 
your direst enemies. Your destruction is resolved 
upon, and nothing but that firmness and energy 
peculiar to true Republicans can save you. The 
present administration wish to reduce Texas to a 
territory; and if this degradation should not prove 
sufficient to arouse you to hostility, they mean to 
heap insult upon insult, disgrace upon disgrace, until 
you are ultimafely compelled to defend yourselves.” 

So unpopular had the Governor and Legislature 
become, in consequence of their misappropriation of 
the public lands, that the appeal was disregarded.* 


* “ It WHS too much for us to risk, if it was not too much for 
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At this juncture, Geneml Cos issued an address 
denouncing the legislature at Monclova,complaining 
that tliey had alienated the public domain, refused 
quarters to the government troops, secreted the 
exiled Vice-President, Gomez Farias, declared the 
local militia permanent, and meditated insurrection¬ 
ary designs, under the pretext of reducing Saltillo, 
which had disclaimed their authority. The Com¬ 
mandant-General concluded by threatening to put 
down the “ Revolutionists” by military force, unless 
they manifested speedy repentance and reformation 
of these and other “ criminal acts.” 

Apprised of the fall of Zacatecas, and awar(‘ tliaf. 
Cos was about to execute his threats, the Legislntui o 
adjourned, after authorising the Governor, Viesca, 
to remove with the public archives to Texas, and 
there fix the seat of government. Having secured 
the State documents, the Governor commenced his 
march, escorted by about one hundred and fifty local 
militia, and twenty Anglo-American colonists. At 
tlic Hacienda de Dos Hermanos, about tliirty miles 
on the route, he halted for two days, in order to 
despatch some indispensable business before leaving 
Coaliuila. This delay was fatal to his resolution. 
He was informed that he would have to fight his 
way in crossing the Rio Grande, where Santa Anita 
had posted some troops; too few, however, to form 
a serious obstacle in the estimation of determined 
men. Notwithstanding the urgent* advice of the 
Texans to push onward, he returned with the 

him to ask, hur blood to sustain those who had wantonly squan¬ 
dered our lands.”— Declaration' of the Central Conimitlee and 
Represoniatives of the Municipalities of the Braxos and Bexar. 
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archives to Monclova, disbanded his followers, and 
intimated that he relinquished all farther opposition 
to the government. Subsequent reflection having 
satisfied him that he had advanced too far to recede 
with safety, he attempted a secret retreat to Texas, 
accompanied by some officers of the government, 
and guided by Colonel Milam and Dr. Cameron. 
On the second or third day of his journey he was 
arrested in a mountain pass, and sent, witii all his 
party, a prisoner to Monterey in New Leon, from 
whence they were ordered to be transferred to the 
dungeons of the castle of San Juan D^Ulloa, at Vera 
Cruz. Fortunately, Milam escaped at Monterey, 
and the others on their way to Saltillo, and evemtu- 
ally all reached Texas in safety. The State autho¬ 
rities were deposed by a resolution of the General 
Congress, the decrees of the session of 1835 annulled, 
and those members of the legislature ^o remained 
in Coahuila arrested by imlitary order, imprisoned, 
and ultimately banished. 

The unjustifiable acts df the State Legislature, its 
disperdon and the encroachments of the military, 
produced great excitement and confusion in Texas, 
which were increased by disturbances arising out oi* 
opposition to the vexatious mode of collecting the 
Customs* duties, as well as to the amount of those 
duties, which was oppressive to to merchants and 
colonists. In tlie autumn of 1834 a revenue officer 
with a guard bf forty men had b^en stationed at 
Anahuac. A number of persons assembled at this 
place, seized the collector, di^rmed the troops, and 
forced them to withdraw to San Felipe. The actors 
in this high-handed affair, the disappointed land 
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speculators, and all the turbulent and ambitious 
adventurers in the country, clamoured for an open 
and immediate rupture with the General Govern¬ 
ment, but the great majority of the colonists still 
opposed violent measures, condemned the aggression 
at Anahuac, declared themselves ready to discharge 
their duty as faithful citizens of Mexico, attached by 
inclination and interest to the Federal Compact, and 
humbly sustaining their position until the Federal 
Congress should legally admit them to the rights of 
a separate State. The war party alarmed the colo¬ 
nists with fearful accounts of the arbitrary projects 
and military preparations of Santa Anna: their 
opponents deprecating rumours which had a most 
pernicious effect on emigmtion and the public wel¬ 
fare, formed committees and promulgated addresses 
to the people, through tilieir Political Chiefs, allaying 
popular apprehension by citing the official commu¬ 
nications of the Commandant-General Cos, and 
Colonel Ugartechea, Commandant of Bexar, which 
“ breathed throughout peace and harmony.” The 
latter declared that “ the colonists had nothing to 
fear from the introduction of troops, which had no 
other object than to place detachments at the ports, 
to suppress the smuggling trade, and to prevent the 
incursions of the Indians, who, when not chastised, 
became every day mote insolent.” Publicity was 
also given by Wylie Martin, the Political Chief of the 
Brazos, to the following extract from a letter from 
Colonel Austin, dated Mexico, March 10, 1835 :—. 
“ The teri^torial question is now, dead. The advo¬ 
cates of that measure are now strongly in favour of 
a State Government, and the subject is before Con- 
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gross. A cali has been made upon the President for 
information on the subject; and I am assured the 
President will make his communication in a few 
days, and that it will decidedly in favour of 
Texas and the State/’ 

The bulk of the colonists, consisting of quiet 
husbandmen, to whose prosperity, peace was all- 
important, were tranquillised by assurances which 
hannoniscd with their wishes. Their indignation 
against the State Legislature, inconsequence of the 
unprincipled sale of the public lands rendered them 
indifferent to its fate, and they consoled themselves 
with the hope that they would, eve long, obtain the 
benefits of good local government by the acknow ¬ 
ledgment of Texas as an independent member of the 
Mexican Union. It was not until the course of 
events demonstrated the fallacy of this hope that 
they yielded to despondency or dreamt of resistance. 
The first circumstance which awakened suspicion in 
the minds of the peaceable settlers, regarding tlu^ 
intentions of the General Government, arose out of 
the attack on the revenue post at Anahuac. 

This unwarrantable act was the joint work of 
some American traders at Gklveston and a few^ 
Texans, and was neither sanctioned nor palliated by 
the colonists at large. On the 1st of June, 1835, 
the Ayuntamiento of Liberty, in the Department of 
Nacogdoches, “having been informed of the diffi¬ 
culties existing^between some of the merchants and 
the collector of the maritime custom-house of Gal¬ 
veston, in relation to the collection of duties imposed 
on foreign wares, goods, and merchandise, and being 
desirous to put a speedy period to these dissensions,’* 
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issued a manifesto, in conformity with the 155th 
article of the State Constitution, indicating to “ all 
the good people of every jurisdiction that a prompt 
obedience to the laws is the first duty of every good 
citizen; that every nation enjoys the undoubted 
right to establish its own system of revenue; that 
the revenue laws, like all other political laws, are to 
be respected by those who come within the legiti¬ 
mate sphere of their action; and although these laws 
may be unwise, yet to resist them by force is more 
unwise and ill-timed than the laws themselves: 
besides, it would be criminal.” * * * ** We are 
willing to admit that these duties, when applied to 
the peculiar condition of the colonists, are dispro¬ 
portionate in some particulars, and oppressive in 
others, and stand in great need of modification ; but 
this modification is only to be effected by the 
National Congress,” * ♦ * ♦ «This Ayuntamiento, 
theri'fore, with great solicitude and determination, 
caution all persons against using any force, violent 
threats, or illegal means, against the collector of the 
maritime customs of Galveston, in the discharge of 
his official duties; or against any of his officers, or 
other persons lawfully employed in the custom-house 
department. And we call upon all officers, both civil 
and military, to lend their aid, if required, to sus¬ 
tain the revenue officers at Galveston and Anahuac, 
in discharging their respective official dirties. And 
we, moreover, enjoin it as a duty incumbent on the 
Commissaries and other lOfficers of police in Texas* 
to use their best exertions to suppress and prevent 
all mobs, nots, threats, oa* disorderly conduct against 
good order and public tranquillity; or against any 
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of the public functiouaries, or other individuals of 
this municipality who may be engaged in preserving 
the laws and the constitution of their country invio¬ 
late; and to give timely noticp of any such rnal- 
conduct, together with the names of those who may 
be engaged therein, to, the competent authorities.” 
In defiance of this notification, the malcontents 
assailed the collector at Anahuac, and haying accom¬ 
plished their object, dispersed before tlae authorities 
could take measures to repel or arrest, them. The 
Political Chief of the Brazos and the Central Com¬ 
mittee of the Departments of Brazos and Bexar nof 
only condemned this lawless aggression, but hospita¬ 
bly entertained the ejected commandant of Anahuai* 
and his men, and, as he could not be prevailed upon 
to return to his post, assisted him, according to Iii.'^ 
request, to proceed with the troops to Bexar.* 

An exaggerated account of the proceedings at 
Anahuac having reached General Cos, he despatched 
Captain Thompson, a naturalised citizen of Mexico, 
in the war schooner Correo, to Galveston, to inquire 
into the circumstances of the affair, and report as 
soon as possible the result of his investigation at 
Matamoros. Thompson proved himself altogether 
unfit for his mission. Instead of instituting an in¬ 
quiry into the facts of die alleged outmge, he as¬ 
sumed the character of a "blustering dictator, ex¬ 
ceeded hir orders, and, under the pretext of pro¬ 
tecting the revenue, attacked a^^captured a vessel 
*m the Texan trade. This had theel^ ^f irritating 

* • 

* Address to the People of Texw hy. Wylie'Murtin, Political 
Chief of the Brazos, August 15th, 1^5. 
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the public mind against both Thompson and tlie 
government, and the former having continued to 
linger on the coast, a merchant vessel, the San 
Felipe, fitted out with cannon at New Orleans, and 
commanded by Captain Hurd, captured the Correo, 
and sent it witli its commander to New Orleans, on 
a charge of piratically interrupting the trade of 
Mexico and the United States. The insolent as¬ 
sumption of authority by Thompson, on the one 
side, and the insulting seizure of a Mexican vessel 
of war, on the other, operated injuriously on the 
relations subsisting between .the general govern¬ 
ment and Texas, and imparted greater boldness to 
the section of Anglo-Americans who desired to bring 
on an open rupture. 

Notwithstanding the soothing professions of Cos 
and Ugartechea and the really pacific inclinations 
of‘the mjijority of the Texans, it was apparent in 
August that a collision was at hand. It was re¬ 
ported that Santa Anna was concentrating troops at 
Saltillo for the invasion of Texas; and the conduct 
of his partisan, Colonel Nicholas Coiidey, com¬ 
mandant of Goliad, served to confinn the rumour. 
This man commenced his rule by imprisoning the 
Alcalde and extorting from the Collector of Customs 
{Administmdor) the sum of 5,000 dollai’s, on pain 
of being aeat under arrest to Bexar. The arms 
deposited with the local authorities were seized, 
citizens were pressed into the ranks as soldiers, and 
troops were forcibly quartered on the people. The 
refusal of the Texans to deliver up an exiled Federal 
leader, Lolrenzo de Zavala, and some of the fugitives 
from Monelova, at the demand of their political ene- 
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mies, was deemed a sufficient pretext for increasing 
the military. Zavala, who became a prominent 
actor in Texan affairs, was a native of the Mexican 
State of Yutacan, and was elected a delegate to repre¬ 
sent his country in the Spanish Cortes. After the 
revolution, he played a conspicuous part in the 
Mexican Congress, and was successively Governor 
of the State of Mexico and Minister of Finance. 
In 1828-9, he united with Santa Anna and Lobato 
in maintaining the cause of Federalism, then repre¬ 
sented by Guerrero. He adhered to Santa Anna 
BO long as that intriguing soldier remained true to 
federal principles. At the time when the first 
advances towards Centralism were made by his old 
associate, Zavala was minister from the Mexican 
Republic to France. Informed of Santa Anna’s 
faithlessness to his principles and party, he resigned 
his office, being unwilling to represent a govern¬ 
ment whose head had sacrificed the public liberties 
to his personal ambition.* Retiring from France, 
he went a voluntary exile to Texas, where, having 
relinquished his high station, he came “ to establish 
himself among free citizens,” and to cultivate - the 
lands he had previously purchased. He was residing 
on his estate, on the San Jacinto River, when de¬ 
manded by Santa Anna, whose vindictiveness he 
had awakened by a spirited letter accompanying 

* Habiendo obtenido del General Suntafia la common de 
Ministro Plenipotmciario cerca de S, M d Rey de los Frances es 
hic-e dimisionde este encargo tan luego como llegh d mi noticia ha- 
her disuelto el Congreso y arrogadose todos los poderes .—Opinion 
of Don Lorenzo de Zavaja on the political condition o^the Mexican 
United States, addressetl to a Meeting of the Citizens of Lynch¬ 
burg, in Texas, August lih, 183&. 
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his resignation of the French embassy, in which he 
told the Dictator that “ formerly he owed his suc¬ 
cess in arms to the justice of his cause, but now 
that his cause was a bad one, liberal principles 
would put him down.” 

Zavala’s position and experience gave him an 
early and accurate perception of Santa Anna’s revo¬ 
lutionary scliomes. The Plan of Toluca, published 
in June, calling for a change of the Mexican Go¬ 
vernment from a Federal to a Central Republic, 
was, he knew, the certain prelude to the subversion 
of the constitutional compact. In the critical situ¬ 
ation of their affairs, his counsels were of value to 
the Texans, who, in the l)eginning of September, 
Jiad the additional gpod fortune to witness the return 
of their aljlest adviser, Stephen Austin, with whom 
Zavala zealously co-operated. 

On the 8tli of September Mr. Austin, after an 
absence of nearly two years and a half, and an 
imprisonment of many months, attended a public 
dinner at Brazoria, in honour of his return. In a 
s])eech delivered by him on that occasion, he ex- 
])lai^ed his conduct as agent for Texas, stated the 
])olitical difficulties in which the country wtis en¬ 
tangled, and recommended union and deliberation: 

“ I left Texas,” said Mr. Austin, “ in April, 1833, as 
th» public agent of the pooi>le, for the purpose of applying 
for the Jidmission of this country into the ^Mexican Con¬ 
federation as a State separate from Coahuila.* This-appli¬ 
cation was based upon the constitutional and vested rights 
of Texas, and was sustained by me in the city of Mexico 
to the utmost of my abilities. No honourable means were 
spared to effect the objects of my mission, and to oppose 
the forming of Texas into a Territory, which was attempted. ■ 

VOL. II. H 
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I rigidly adhered to the insti'uctioiia and wishes of my 
constituents, so far as they were communicated to me. 
My efforts to serve Texas involved me in the labyrinth of 
Mexican politics : I was arrested, and have suffered a long 
persecution and imprisonment. I consider it to be my 
duty to give an account of these events to my constituents, 
and will therefore at this time merely observe that I have 
never, in any manner, agreed to anything, or admitted 
anything*, that w'ould compromise the constitutional or 
vested rights of Texas. These rights belong to the people, 
and can only be surrendered by them. 

“ I fully hoped to have found Texas at pe.'ice and in 
tranquiUity, but regret to find it in coininotion ; ail dis¬ 
organised, all in anarchy, and threatened with imnu‘diat< 
hostilities. This stjitc of things is dctply to bo hnneiited ; 
it is a great misfortune, but it is one which has not been 
produced by cU}y acts of the peojdc of this country; on 
contrary, it is the natural and inevitable eonsofjucnce of the 
revolution that has spread all over ]M<‘.vi( 0 , and of lh(; 
imprudent and impolitic mciasures both of ihe Comeral and 
State Governments with respect to 1 exas. The peo])k‘ her<‘ 
are not to blame, and cannot be justly censiu’od. 'Phey 
are farmers, cultivators "of the soil, and are pacific from 
interest, from occupation, and from inclination. They 
have imifornily endeavoured to sustain the Constitution and 
the public peace, and have never deviated from tht.ir duty 
as Mexican citizens. If any acts of imprudence havctbeoii 
committed by individuals, tliey evidently resulted from tlie 
revolutionary state of the whole nation, Ahc imprudent and 
censurable conduct of the State authorities, and the t(»tal 
want of a local government in Texas. It is, indeed, a 
source of surprise and creditable congratulation, that* so 
few acts of this description have occurred under the pe¬ 
culiar circumslances of the times. It is, however, to be 
remembered that acts of this nature were not the acts of 
the people, nor is Texas responsible for them. They were, 
as I before observ^'d, the natural consequences of the 
revolutionary .state of the Mexican nation; and Texas ccr- 
'tainlydid not originate that revolution, neither have the* 
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people, as a people, participated in it. The consciences 
and hands of the Texans are free from censure, and clean. 

“ The revolution in Mexico is drawing to a close. The 
object is to change the fonn of government, destroy tlie 
Federal Constitution of 1824, and establish a Central or 
Consolidated Government. The States are to be converted 
into ])rovinccs. 

“ Whether the people of Texas ought or ought not to 
agree to this change, and relinquish all or a part of then- 
constitutional and vested rights under the Constitution of 
1824, is a question of tli(‘ most vital importance, one that 
(alls for tluj d(‘libcratp consideration of the people, and can 
only h(‘ decided by' them, faii’ly convened for the purpose. 
As a citizen of Texas I have a right to an opinion on so 
im]n)rtant a matter—T have no other right, and pretend to 
no other. In tlie report which I consider it my duty to 
make to my constituents, 1 intend give my views on the 
present situation oi' the country, and especially as to tin: 
constitutional and natural riglits of Texas, and will, there¬ 
fore, at this time, merely’’Touch this subject. 

‘‘ Ibitb'r the Spanish government, Texas was a separate 
ami distinct pro\ ineo. As such it had a separate and dis¬ 
tinct local organization. It was one of the unities that 
composed the general mass of the nation, and its such par¬ 
ticipated in the war of the revolution, and was represented 
in the Constitncnl. Congress of Mexico that formed the 
Constitution of 1824. This Constituent Congr<'ss, so far 
from destroying this unity, expressly recognised and con¬ 
firmed it by the law of ^May 7th, 1824, which united Texas 
with Couhuibi provisionally, under, the especial guarantee 
of being made a State of the Mexican Confederation, as 
soon as it possessed the necessary elements. That law and 
the Fe(U;ral Constitution gave to Texas a specific ])olitical 
existence, and vested in its inhabitants special and defined 
rights, which can only be relinquished by’ the people of 
Texas, acting for ihoinselves as a unity, and not as a part 
of CoahuiU, for the reaiSon that the .union with Coahuila 
was limited, and only gave povrer to the State of Coahuila 
and Texas to gt>vern Texas for the time being, hut always 

11 2 
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subject to the msted rights of Texas. The State, therefore, 
cannot relinquish those vested rights, by agreeing to the 
change of government, or by any other act, unless ex¬ 
pressly authorised by Oie people of Texas to do so; neither 
can the General Government of Mexico legally deprive 
Texas of them -vrithout the ermsent of this people, 'riiese 
are my opinions. 

“ An important question now presents itsedf to tin' 
people of this country. 

“ The Federal Constitution of 1824 is about to be de¬ 
stroyed, the syste*m of government change<l, and a central 
or consolidated one established. Will this act annihilate 
all the rights of Texas, and subject this country t() the 
uncontrolled and unlimited dictation of th(^ new govern¬ 
ment 'i 

“ This is a subject of the most vit al importance. I iiave 
no doubt the Federal (Constitution ndll b(" destroyed, and 
a Central Government established, and thai tin people will 
soon be called upon to say whcth(‘r tliey agrt'c to this 
change or not. This matter requires the most calm dis¬ 
cussion, the most mature deliberation, and the most x>cr- 
feet union. How is this to be had? I see hut <)i]e Avay, 
and that is by a General Consultation of the peo})lc by 
means of delegates elected for that purpose, with full 
powers to give sucli an answer, in the name of Texas, to 
this question, as they may det^m best, and to adopt such 
measures as the tranquillity and salvation of the country 
may require. 

“ It is my duty to state that General Santa Anna ver¬ 
bally and expressly authorised me to say to the people of 
Texas tbat he was their friend, that he wished for then- 
prosperity, and would do all he could to promote it; and 
that, in the new Constitution, he would use his influence to 
give to the people of Texas a special organization suited to 
their education, habits, and situation. Several of the most 
intelligent and influentiaLmen in Mexico, and especially 
the Ministers of Relations and War, expressed themselves 
in the same manner. These declarations afford another 
and more urgent nece.ssity for a General Consultation of 
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iill Texas, in order to inform the General Government, 
:in(l (specially General Santa Anna, what kind of or- 
^'juiization will suit the education, habits, and situation of 
tills people. 

“ It is also proper for me to state that, in all my conver¬ 
sation >vith the President, and Ministers, and men of influ¬ 
ence, I advised that no troops should be sent to Texas, and 
no cruisers along the coast. I gave it as my decided opi¬ 
nion, that the inevitable consequence of sending an armed 
force to this country would be war. 1 stated that there 
was a sound and correct moral principle in the people of 
Texas that was abundantly sufficient to restrain or put 
down all turbuhnit or seditious movements, but that this 
moral princljilc could not and would not unite with any 
annod Ibrce sent against this country: on the contrary, it 
would n^sist and repel it, and ought to do so. This point 
presents another strong reason why the people of Texas 
should meet in General Consultation. This country is now 
in anarchy, threatened with hostilities; armed" vessels arc 
capturing everything they can catch on the coast, and acts 
()1 piracy art' said to bo committed under cover of .tlie 
Mexican flag. Can this state of tilings exist without 
l>reei])ii:iting tlu. country into a wax? I think it cannot,.- 
and therefore believe that it is our bounden and solemn 
duly, as Mexicans and as Texans, to*represent the evils 
that are likely to result from this mistaken and most im¬ 
politic. policy in the military movements. 

“ My friends, 1 cmi tnily say that no one has been, or is 
now, more anxious than myself to keep trouble away from 
Jthis country. No one has been, or now is, more faithful 
to his duty as a Mexican citizen, and no one has personally 
sacrificed or suffered more in the discharge of this duty. 

I have uniformly been opposed to have anything to do 
with tlie family political quarrels of the Mexicans. Texas 
needs peace and a Itfcal government; its inhabitants arc 
farmers, and they need a calm and quiet life. But how 
can I, or ttpy one, remain indifferent when our rights, our 
all, appear to be in jeopardy, and when it is our duty, as 
w ell as our obligation as good Mexican citizens, to express 
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outr opinions on the present state of things, and to repre¬ 
sent our situation to the government? It is impossiblc. 
The crisis is such as to bring it home to the judgment th 
every man that somctliing must be done, and that wilhout 
delay. The question will perhaps bo asked, what are wo 
to do? I have already indicated my opinion. I^ct all 
personalities, or divisions, or excitements, or passion, or 
violence, be banished from among us. Let a General Con¬ 
sultation of the people of Texas be convened as speedily jo. 
possible, to be composed of the best, and most calm, and 
intelligent, and firm men in the country, and let them de¬ 
cide what representations ought to be made to the General 
Government, and what ought to be done in future.” 

The character and services of Stephen 
caused his opinions to be readily adopted by tJic 
colonists, who organised Committees of Safety and 
Vigilance, and resolved to insist on their rig)its 
under the Federal Constitution of 1^24, and the 
laws of the 7th of May of that year. Austin w'as 
appointed chairman of the Committee of Safety for 
the jurisdiction of his own colony, which held its 
’ meetings at San Felipe. Information of “ the most 
positive character” reached this Committee, which 
clearly established 'the intention of the dominant 
party in Mexico to introduce military government 
into Texas, the invasion of which was a common 
theme of convei*sation among the Mexican officers. 
“ Infantry, artillery, and cavalry had been ordered^ 
from San Luis Potosi, Saltillo, and Tamanlipas, and 
all the disposable infantry at Campeachy had also 
been ordered on to Texas by water, as it was sup¬ 
posed they would stand the climate l^etter than 
other troops. Magazines of arms and ammunition 
were forming at Matampros, Goliad, arid Bexar, 
and the old barracks and forti%ations at the last- 
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named place were undergoing repairs to receive a 
large force.” Falcon, who had been constitutionally 
installed as successor to Viesca in the government 
of the State, was dcj)osed by the military, and a 
governor appointed by Santa Anna. Instructions 
had been issued by General Cos to Colonel Ugor- 
tcclica, Commandant of Bexar, to march into the 
colonies and take Zavala and the other proscribed 
Mexicans, be the consequences what they inigdit. 
In addition to this meditated outrage on the laws 
and Constitution, and virtual nullification of the 
civil authorities, Cos issued an order requiring the 
citizens of Brazoria, Columbia, Velasco, and other 
places, to surrender their arms, thus providing for 
tlicir complete prostration to military sway. Itvvas 
known that Cos liimself was expected at Bexar with 
a reinforcement of troo])s, and it was beli<*ved tliat 
ho intended to sow dissensions among t]»e colonists, 
attack them when disunited, and “break up the 
foreign settlements in Texas.” Satisfied that the 
moment for decisive action had arrived, the Com¬ 


mittee of Safiity for tlie jurisdiction of Austin issued 
a circular, d^itcd September 19th, and signed by 


their chairman, containing the following recom¬ 
mendations to the colonists :— 


“ That the people should maintain the position taken by 
them at tlieir primary mcclings—to insist on their rights 
under the Tedci ul Constitution of 1824, and the law of the 
7lh of May of diat year, and union with the JSIexican Con¬ 
federation. 

t 

“ That every district should send members to the General 
Consultation, with full powers to do .whatever may be ne¬ 
cessary for the good of the count r)\* 

“ That every district should organise its militia, where 
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it is not already done, and hold frequent musters; and that 
the captains of companies make a return, without delay, to 
the chief of this department, of the force of his company, 
and of its arms and ammunition, in order that he may lay 
the same before the General Consultation of Texas. Volun- 
teer companies are also recommended." 

This committee deem it to bo their duty to say that, in 
its opinion, all kind of conciliatory measures with General 
Cos and the military at Bexar arc hopeless, and that no¬ 
thing but the BtTiN of Texas can he expected from any 
such measures. They have already, and very properly, 
been resorted to without elfect. War is our only resource. 
There is no other remedy. We must defend our rights, 
ourselves, and our country, by force of arms. To do this 
we must unite—and in order to unite, the delegates of tlic 
people must meet in General Consultation, and arrange a 
system of defence, and give orgimization to the countiy, so 
•as to produce concert. XTntil some com 2 )etent authority is 
established to direct, all that can be done is to recommend 
this subject to the people, and to advise every man in 
Texas to prepare for war, and lay aside all hope of con¬ 
ciliation.” 

The arrival of General Cos at Copano, with 400 
men, (all the disposable force at Mataraoros), and 
his march to Bexar, verified the anticipations of the 
Texans. The Alcalde of Goliad was struck by a 
Mexican officer for not being able to procure means 
of transport as quickly as they were required. The 
soldiers boasted that they would soon visit the co¬ 
lonists and help themselves to their property, and 
the officers said the entrance of Cos into Bexar 
would be the signal of march for San Felipe de Aus¬ 
tin. The General had a guard of thirty men with 
him, and the Morelos division of lancers was close 
at his heels. He htid about 60,000 dollar^ in specie 
for the purpose of paying the troops; and he in- 
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formed the Alcalde of the Nueces district that he 
intended to overrun Texas, and establish custom¬ 
houses and detachments of hi» army where ho 
thought proper.* A letter from Bexar to the Cen¬ 
tral Committee at San Felipe intimated that tlie 
people must either submit to military control or 
prepare for defence, as it was the intention of Cos 
to march into the colonies and regulate their affairs 
by force. 

The first hostile movement of the Mexican troops 
was directed against Gonzalez. In conformity with 
his intructions to disarm the colonists, Colonel 
Ugiirtexhea demanded from the municipality of 
Cjonzalez a piece of cannon which had been four 
years in the town, and which wiis not required for 
th(i rlefence of Bexar, where there were eighteen 
j)iece.s of unmounted artillery, in addition to those 
on the walls. The Alcalde of Gonzalez, witli the 
approbation of the people, refused to deliver up the 
cannon, under the impression tliat the demand was 
only made tq,afford a pretext for a “sudden inroad 
and attack upon the colony, for marauding and 
other purposes.*’ Anticipating that Ugartechea 
would support his requisition by force, the settlers 
applied, on the 25th of September, for aid to the 
Committee of Safety at Mina, who referred the ap¬ 
plication to the Central Committee at San Felipe. 
On the 29th of September, Stephen Austin, on be¬ 
half of the Central Committee, informed tlih inha¬ 
bitants of Gonzalez that, as the movements of the 
people of Texas were of a voluntary character, in 
defence of their constitutional eights, which were 

* Private letter from La Baca, dated October 1st, 1835. 
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threatened by military invasion, they were justified 
in detaining the piece of cannon which was given 
to them by the aittliorities of a constitutional go- 
veiTiment to defend themselves, and the Gqiistitutioii 
if necessary. On this principleJliey would be as¬ 
sisted, if attacked, by the inhabitants of other dis¬ 
tricts, and companies of volunteers had already 
marched to their aid, and more were in readiness, 
should they be needed. The Committee suggested 
that, inasmuch as the position taken up by the 
country was purely defensive, it was very important 
to keep this point constantly in view, and to avoid 
Aggressive operations, “ unless they shoiild be neces¬ 
sary as a measure of defence.** 

On the 3rd of October the Committee at San 
Felipe addressed a circular to the pfiople of Texas, 
reciting the arbitrary and revolutionary acts of Ihe 
governing party in Mexico, and exposing the nature; 
of its designs against Texas. This party had stated, 
through the Minister of Interio • lolations, that 

“—In the new Constitution or Central Goremment 
then bemg organised, guarantees shftU be given to the 
people of Texas, their rights shall he protected and secured, 
and they are told that the government expects from their 
‘ docility’ a submission to all the reforms and alterations 
that may be agreed to by the majority of the nation.—But 
who compose, and what is this majority of the nation spoken 
of by the minister, and how axe tliesc reforms to be elFectcd ? 
It is composed of the same military powers, who liavc as¬ 
sumed the voice^ of the nation, and have suppressed the 
free expression of public opinion, and the reforms are to 
be effected by uncomiiiutimal mearis —a sufficient proof of 
which is, that the present Congress in Mexico, which was 
elected with constitudonal powers alone, have, by their own 
act, declared themselves to he invested with the powers of 
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a National Convedition, to frame a new Constitution, or re- 
form that of 1824, as they think proper. 

“ It is well known to all, that the reforms spoken of by 
tlio minister, and now .being made in Meadco, contemplate 
the abolition of the whole Federal system, the establishment 
of a Central or Consolidated Government, which is to absorb 
and sivallow up all the powers and authorities of the nation ; 
military coinmandanries will supply the place of the State 
Ciovemments, and the vested rights of Texas un<ler the Con¬ 
st itutiou and the law of May 7, 1824, are to be disregarded 
and violated. 

« _ 

‘‘ Ought,, or can, or will the people of Texas submit to 
all this ? Let each man study the subject, and answer for 
hinisolf. If he will submit, let him go to the military power 
and prostrate himself.- If he will not submit, let him give 
his answer from the mouth of his rifle! 

In regard to the present movements of the military, 
the letter from Goiiziiles, and extracts fi*om other letters of 
unquestionable faith, will inform the public. By these* 
IctU'i s, the people of I'exas are informed tlmt tliefr fellow- 
citizens at Gonzalez have been attacked—the war hast com¬ 
menced ! They will also perceive that General Cos has 
arrived with a reinforcement of troops, and is preparing for 
a campaign of extermination against the people of Texas. 

“ T'he head-quarters of the army of the peopi.e for 
the pi'cscnt is at Gonzalez. It is already respecUdde in 
numbers, and invincible in spirit. 

“This Committee exhorts every citizen w'ho is yet at 
home, to march as soon Us possible to the assistance of his 
countrjTucn now in the field. The campaign is opened. 
Tcixas must be freed from military despots before it is 
closed.” 

A debwsiiment of about 200 Mexican cavalry from 
Bexar arrived on tlie western bank of the Guadalupe, 
on the 20th of September, and attemjited tlie passage 
of the river, but were repulsed by eiglitccn men 
\inder Ca'ptain Albert Martin—the whole of the 
available force then at Gonzalez. The Mexicans 
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encamped on a mound until the Ist of October, 
when tliey removed and assumed a strong position 
seven miles above the town. The Texans suspect¬ 
ing that their object Was to await a reinforcement 
from San Antonio de Bexar, or to pass the river at 
the “ upper crossing,” about fifteen miles above, de¬ 
termined to forestall their arrangements by an im¬ 
mediate attack. 

The Texan force at Gonzalez had been increased 
by volunteers from the Guadalupe, La Baca, and 
Colorado, to* 168 men, of whom fifty were mounted : . 
in an election for fiekl-oflicers, they chose John 11. 
Moore, colonel, and J. W. E. Wallace, lieutenant- 
colonel. About seven o'clock in the evening of the 
1st, they crossed the river Guadalupe. The line of 
^march was formed by “ placing tlie cavalry in ad¬ 
vance of the cannon (the brass six-pounder claimed 
by Ugartechea), two companies of flankers in o]>en 
column on each side, with a company of infantry in 
the rear.” They moved regularly and in silence, 
until the Mexicans, alarmed by a shot from, one of 
their piqiiets, formed in order of battle on a high 
mound. This was about four o’clock in the morning, 
during'the prevalence of a thick fog, under cover of 
which the Texans advanced!* on the open prairie, 
until they were within about three hundred and 
fifty yards of the enemy. Tlie scouts in front having 
discharged their rifles, retired into the main body, 
closely pursued by a small detachment of Mexicans. 
The six-pounder was now brought to b6ar upon the 
entire force of the enemy, who fell back to a position 
distant between thfee and four hundred yards. The 
Texans advanced in good order, when "Castonado, 
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the Mexican commaiuier, conveyed, through a pri¬ 
soner, his desire for a conference, which was granted. 
Having inquired the reason of the attack by the 
colonists, he was referred to his orders, which com¬ 
manded him to take by force the cannon that had 
l)ecn prescrite<i to the citizens of Gonzalez, for the 
defence of the Constitution, by the constituted au¬ 
thorities under the Confederation, who alone were 
entitled to their obedience. He, they said, was the 
instrument of Santa Anna, who had overturned the 
j’ights of all the States except Texas, for whose con¬ 
stitutional privileges they were determined to fight 
to the last. The conference tenninated without an 
adjustment, and the commanders joined their re¬ 
spective ranks. The Gonzalez six-pounder resumed 
its fire, and the Texans advanced in double-quick 
time until within about two hundred yards of the 

t 

enemy, when the latter retreated precipitately on 
the road to San Antonio de Bexar, having sustained 
a considerable loss in killed and wounded. The 
Texans, of whom not a man was injured, remained 
masters of the field, an3 having collected the spoils 
of victory returned in triumph to Gonzalez. 

Inspirited by this success, the colonists resolved to 
attack the Mexicans in their strongholds of Goliad 
and San Antonio. As an encouragement to volun¬ 
teers from Central and Eastern Texas, a letter from 
David B. Macomb, one of the party at Gonzales, 
published in the Texan papers, fumjshed a cheering 
picture of the commissariat, and stimulated the pride 
of his fellow-countrymen.—“ We are well supplied,” 
writes D^id, “ with beef and bread, and corn for 
our horses. We have a grist-mill, which has been 
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repaired by our men, and we are now in abundance. 
We shall grind plenty of meal in advance for those 
that are coming. In fine, the Anglo-American 
spirit appears in everything we do—quick, intelli¬ 
gent, and comprehensive; and while such men are 
fighting for their rights, they may possibly be over¬ 
powered by numbers, but, if whipped, th(;y won’t 
stay whipped.’" 

Expresses were forwarded by Stephen Austin to 
the people of the eastern municipalities, urging 
them to join their friends in the Department of the 
Brazos, who were animated by one. spirit for the 
common purpose of taking Bexar, and driving all 
the military out of Texas before the close of the 
campaign.—“ Arms and ammunition,” said Austin. 
“ are needed ; we have more men than guns. Could 
not some muskets be forwarded from the other side 
of the Sabine ? This Committee will contribute, and 
is responsible that the people here will do the same, 
to pay a full proportion of the expense. This is 
all-important: a few waggon-loads of muskets and 
ammunition would be of the utmost service at this 
time. Could not volunteers also be had from the 
United States ? Our cause is one that mcrit.s the 
moral and physical aid of a free and magnanimous 
people, and those who ncfw step forward may confi¬ 
dently expect that Texas will reward tlieir services.” 

While tlic colonists were actively engaged in pre¬ 
parations for the defence of their rights under the 
Federal Constitution of 1S24, measures for annul¬ 
ling that compact were advancing to maturity in 
Mexico. In July,* the General Congress inet in the 
capital and resolved itself into a Constituent Con- 
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gross, with power to effect organic reforms. It 
decreed by a large majority that a central form of 
government should be adopted, and appointed a 
committee to report a Constitution. The commit¬ 
tee reported that there should be a Supreme Chief 
to rule the nation, who should be elected for eight 
years, and be re-eligil)le for life—^that the Senate 
should be composed of twelve members—six gene¬ 
rals and six bishops, to be appointed by the Chief— 
that the Representative Chamber should be elected 
by persons owning a certain amount of property; and 
that the States should be called Dei)artmeuts, to be 
goveraed by a militarj?' commandant and a bishoj). 
On the, .3rd of October, 1835, the acting President 
of Mexico, General Barragan, issued the following 
decree, which abolished the legislative ])owers of the 
several States and established a Central Republic. 

[Decree of the 3rd October, 183.5.] 

“ OJfice of the First Scrretaiy of 
State, Interior Dtpartment. 

His Excellency the President pro tern, of tlie Mexican 
United States to the Inhabitants of the Republic. Know 
ye, that the General Congress hias decreed the following: 

“Art. 1. The present governors of the States shall con¬ 
tinue, notwithstanding the time fixed by the Constitution 
may have exjpired ; but shall be dependent for their con¬ 
tinuance in the exercise of their attributes upon the Supreme 
Government of the nation. 

“ Art. 2. The legislatures shall immediately cease to ex¬ 
ercise theii* legislative functions: but before dissolving, 
(and those which may be in recess meeting for the purpose,) 
they shall appoint a Department Council, composed, for the 
present, of.five individuals, chosen cither within or without 
their own body, to act as a council to the governor; and 
in case of a vacancy in that ofB.ee, they shall propose to 
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the Supreme General government tliree persons possessing 
the qualifications hitherto required: iuid until an appoint¬ 
ment be made, the gubernatorial powers shall be exercised 
by the first on the list who is not an ecclesiastic. 

" Art. 3. In those States where the legislature cannot be 
assembled within eight days, the Ayuntamiento of the caintid 
shall act in its place, only for the purpose of electing the 
five individuals of the Department Council. 

" Art. 4. AH the judges and tribunals of the States, and 
the administration of justice, shall continue as hitherto, 
until the organic law relative to this Inrancli bt? formed. 
The responsibilities of the fiinctionaries which could only 
be investigated before Congress, shall be referresd to, and 
concluded before the Supreme Court of the nation. 

Art. 5. All the subaltern officers of tne State shall also 
continue for the present (the places which are vacant, or 
which may be vacated, not to be filled), but they, as well 
as thef officers, revenues, and branches under their cliarge, 
remain subject to, and at the disposal of, the Supreme 
Government of the nation, by means of the respective 
Governors. 

Palace of the Federal Government in Mexico, Oct. 3rd, 
1835. 

“ MiotrKL Barracan, 

" A. D. Manuel Diez de Bonilla.’* 

This decree was regarded by the Anglo-Americans 
as a monstrous perversion of power, destructive of 
all their hopes of good local government. Their 
State Legislature being dispersed, it conferred tlio 
right of appointing a governor and council, with 
enlarged authority, on the petty corporation of 
Monclova, The case would have been similar had 
the Congress of the United States of the North passed 
an act authorising the corporation of Albanj (in the 
absence of the Statd Legislature) to nominate a Coun¬ 
cil of Government for the State of New York, which 
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was henceforth to be deprived of its administrative 
privileges, and to become a Department of a consoli¬ 
dated govcmment, like the Departments of France. 
Tllie decree was opjiosed by constitutional protests 
and armed resistance, by the Federalists of Guadala- 
xara, Oaxaca, and other Mexican States, but Santa 
Anna and tin*, soldiery succeeded in putting dowui 
these insulated jiopular movements. The last divi¬ 
sion of the Republic to be coerced was Texas, which, 
destitute of iiuinerical strength, regular troops and 
peeuniar 3 >^ resources, resolved to battle for its guar¬ 
anteed rights against the government of a nation 
possessing a population of nine millions. 

“ Like our fathers of the Revolution,” said the 
(Colonists, “we liave sworn to live free or die—like 
our fathers of 1776, we have pledged to each other 
our lives, fortunes, and sacred honors—and have 
vowed to drive every Mexican sokiier beyond the 
Kio Grande, or whiten the plains with our boncs.”^ 

* Address of the General Council to the People of Texas.—San 
I'VHpc de Austin, October 23, 1835. 
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Texati preparations for Defence—Advice of Zavala—A])pointmcnt 
of a General 0<*inicil—Oifenstvc operations of the (/ohmista— 
Capture of Goliad — Milam—Advance of the main Ann\ 
under Stephen Austin to Bexar—Battle of the Conception— 
American rencounter with Texan Indians—The Bnwic Knife— 
Meetin^ of the General Considtatiou of Texas—Election of a 
Provisional Government—The Grass Fit^ht—Atfuir at Lepan- 
tjcllan—Stephen Austin’s reliicincnt fmoj tlic Army, and Repori 
to the Provisional Government—Call of a nen' Convention. 

Once einltarkcd in the contest with the military 
innovators of Mexico, the Texans were indcfatijrable 
in preparations for defence. In tlte l)e]iartin<;T}t of 
Nacogdoches resolutions wore passed for raising an 
armed levy* and Samuel Houston, who was appointed 
genenil of the Department, announced that liberal 
bounties of land wonld be given to all volunteers wht) 
should join his standard “ with a good rifle and one 
hundred rounds of ammunition.” The vc)luiitf*(Ts of 
the Department were requested forthwith to organise 
under the direction of the Committee of \’igil{niec 
and Safety, in companies of fifty men each, who 
were to elect their officers and report to head-quar¬ 
ters, unless ordered on special service. Meetings 
favourable to the cause of the Texans were held at 
Natchitoches and New Orleans; and, at the latter 
place, a committee was appointed to communicate 
with the Provisional Government of Texas, and pro¬ 
cure supplies of men and mone 5 ^ Through its en- 
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tleavours, the sum of 7,000 dollars was soon sub¬ 
scribed, and two volunteer companies, amouiitinp; 
to 115 men, raised and equipped. Deficient in all the 
resources requisite for war, except moral enerf>y and 
courage, the Colonists themselves contributed, from 
their private means, whatever was calculated to 
be of use to the troo})s. Leaden water-pipes and 
clock-weights were melted down for ammunition, and 
even, the women cheerfully assisted in moulding 
bullets and making cartridges. To secure the fron¬ 
tier settler*! from the attacks of hostile Indians, per¬ 
sons \vi?re empowered to contract with and employ 
three companies of rangers, at the daily rate of one 
dollar and a quarter each, to scour the country 
between the Colorado and the Brazos, the Brazos 
and the Trinity, and the exposed district east of the 
Trinity. 

^VdliIe exertions wer^nade to create a military 
force, the organization o^n efficient and satisfactory 
form of civil government was not neglected. On 
the 8th of October, Stephen Austin left San Felipe, 
to assume the command of the little annv at Gon- 

t/ 

zalez, and his place, as Chairman of the Central 
Committee of Safety, was filled by Lorenzo de 
Zavala, who had declared in August that “ the 
fundamental compact having been dissolved, and the 
guarantees of the civil and political rights of citizens 
having been destroyed, it was incontestable that all 
the States of the Mexican Confederatibn were left at 
liberty to act for themselves, and to provide for their 
security and preservation, as circumstances might 
require. Coahuila and Texas formed a State of the 
Republic, and as one part of it was occupied by an 

I 2 
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invading force, the free part of it should proceed to 
organise a power which would restore harmony and 
establish order and unanimity in all the branches of 
the public administration, which would be a rallying 
point for the citizens, whose hearts wore trembling 
for liberty. But, as this power could only be or¬ 
ganised by mejins of a convention which should re¬ 
present the free-will of the citizens of Texas, he 
recommended this step, and -suggested the 15th of 
October, as affording sufficient time tp allow all the 
Departments to send their representatives.” In ])ur- 
suance of Zayala’s advice, the municipalities pro¬ 
ceeded to choose representatives to attend a General 
Consultation of all Texas. On the J C>th of OctoI)er 
a number of delegates (not sufficient to form a 
quorum) assembled at San Felipe; but, in conso- 
quenceof the absence of members whohad withdrawn 
to join the army for repel^g Mexican invasion, it 
was resolved, in accordanc* ith the expressed wish 
of Austin and the officers at Gonzalez, that the 
meeting of the Consultation should be postponed 
until the 1st of November. To meet the emergency 
of affairs—“ Texas being without a head”—a council 
was formed on the 11th, under the name of the 
General Council of Texas, to which the delegates 
to the Consultation who were not i)rcpared to join 
the army, were attached, each municipality being 
requested to send a representative. Among other 
proceedings, the Council adopted a resolution to re- 
commen4 the Consultation to annul the extensive 
land grants made by the Legislature of Coahuila 
and Texas since 1833, which had been purchased 
by certain individuals under the most suspicious 
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circumstances.*’ Three commissioners were ap¬ 
pointed to treat with the Cherokees and other 
Northern Indians, and persons were authorised to 
contract and receive loans, at a rate not exceeding 
ten per cent, per annum, and to obtain possession 
and provide for the collection of all public money 
])reviou8ly received on behalf of the Mexican g’o- 
vernment, or the State of Coahuila and Texas. In¬ 
structions were issued for suspending the ojieratioiis 
of the laud offices until the meeting of the Consul¬ 
tation, and a system of weekly mails was organised, 
and .lohn Rice .Tones appointed provisional Post¬ 
master-General of Texas. 

The Colonists in the west, notwithstanding their 
paucity of numbers and limited resources, acted 
boldly on the offensive. On the 8th a detachment 
of lifty men, under Captain Collins worth, attacked 
and captured the post of Goliad, containing stores 
to the amount of 10,^0 dollars, with two brass 
cannon and 300 stand of arms. The garrison, 
which was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel San¬ 
doval, surrendered after a slight resistance. One 
Mexican soldier was killed and three wounded, and 
one Texan slightly wounded. A most valuable 
addition was made to the military councils of the 
Colonists, at Goliad, in the person of Colonel Milam, 
who unexpectedly appeared at this critical period. 

Benjamin R. Milam, whose name will long be 
held in grateful and honoured remembrance by the 
people of Texas, was born of humble parents in the 
State of Kentucky, and received but a very imper¬ 
fect education. “ Endowed by nature with a 
strength of mind and spirit of enterprise almost 
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peculiar to the inhabitants of the Western States,”* 
fortified by habits of indejiendence, he associated 
with the Indian tribes, in order to explore the more 
southerly parts of Texas. In the war with Great 
Britain, in 1812-15, he acquired a high reputation 
among his countrymen; but, dissatisfied with tlie 
prospects that awaited him in his native State, at 
the close of that contest, he engaged in the struggle 
for Mexican liberation, and was quickly distin¬ 
guished for courage, activity, zeal, and love of 
freedom. Opposed to the usurpation of Iturbide, 
he was arrested and imprisoned; but eventually 
released by a rising of the people. Having assisted 
in the expulsion and punishment of the military em¬ 
peror, he obtained, in 1828, a govciTiinent grant of 
land in Texas.'!’ His escape, after being taken with 
the Govenior, Viesca, has been already mentioned. 
Shunning the habitations of the Mexicans, and tra¬ 
versing unfrequented paths for a distance of (>00 
miles, with a few scanty articles of food provided 
at the place of his confinement, he had arrived near 
the town of Goliad, and threw himself, faint, and 
almost exhausted, among the tall grass of the 
prairie. The approach of armed men arrested his 
attention, and presuming them to be his Mexican 
pursuers, he determined to defend himself to the 
laat, and only surrender liberty with life. To his 
astonishment and joy, he discovered the advancing 
force to be his fellow-colonists of Texas, who were 
marching against Goliad. He entered the ranks of 

* General Wavel, in*the Appendix to Ward’s Mexico. 

t According to Mrs. Holley, Milam disposed of his interest in 
this grant to Messrs. Baring and Co., London. 
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tlio volunteers as a private soldier, although acAis- 
tonied and well qualificjd to comiuaiid, and was 
foremost in the asiuult on Goliad—remaining with 
tlie army after the capture of the fort, in tlie 
same humble grade, as an example to those wdio 
might aspire to lead before they hud learned to 
obey. 

On the llth of Octo1)er, the “Western Ariiiv’* 
of the Colonists was organised at licad- quarters on 
the right bank of the Guadaluj)e. Stephen Austin 
was elected Commauder-in*Chief, and, on the 13th 
he moved towards Bexar, which he proj)osed to re¬ 
duce, althougli strongly garrisoned by Mexican 
soldiers, under General Cos, while the whole Texan 
force did not exceed 300 men. Feeling the neces¬ 
sity of additional strength, Austin wrote to the 
Committee of Safety at San Felipe, begging them 
to nrg(* the Eastern Volunteers “ to hurry on by 
forced inarches” to join him, and “not to stay for 
caniiou, or for any thing.” He also solicited 
supplies of ammunition, with provisions and other 
necessaries for the troops. 

On the 20th the Texans reached the Salado 
Creek, about five miles from Bexar, where they 
took up a secure position to await the arrival of re¬ 
inforcements. Cos refused to receive a flag of truce 
from Austin, or to acknowledge him in a military 
capacity, ^announcing his intention to fire on a 
second flag, if sent. After the fall «f Goliad, the 
Mexicans liad used strenuous exertions to fortify 
San Antonio de Bexar, so that it seemed idle for 
the Colonists to attempt its reduction, witliout a 
considei’able accession of uumbei’s and a supply of 
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artMlery; the former of which was expected from 
Eastern Texas, the latter from the United States. 

While posted at the Salado, the Colonists had 
some skirmishing with the Mexicans, in wliich the 
latter were invariably worsted. On the 27th 
of October Colonel James Bowie and Captain 
J. W. Fannin, in compliance with the order of 
General Austin, proceeded with a detachment of 
ninety-two men, rank and file, under their joint 
command, to examine the old Missions above Es- 
pada, and select the most eligible situation near 
Bexar, for the encampment of the main aiiny. After 
inspecting the sites of the Missions of San Juan and 
San Jose, they proceeded to that of La Purissima 
Concepcion, distant one mile and a half from San 
Antonio de Bexar,.and selected gi*ound within about 
five hundred yards of the Mission, in a bend of the 
river. In fiont, there lay an almost level plain, the 
wooded land skirting wliich formed two sides of a 
triangle nearly equal in extent. A considerable 
“ bluff,” having a precipitate fall of from six to ten 
feet, and a river “bottom” of fi*om fifty to one 
hundred yards, broke die regularity of the triangle, 
and in some degree protected the rear. At this 
place the detachment lay on their arms during the 
night of the 27th, which passed quietly off, with¬ 
out tlie least alarm. 

The morning of the S8th was obscureef by a fog. 
so dense as to.prevent the picquets from discerning 
objects not close at hand. About half an hour after 
sunrise, some Mexican cavalry rode close to the 
Texan line and fired’*updh the sentinels. “ The sub¬ 
sequent details are taken from the official account 
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of the action rendered by Colonel Bowie to Ge¬ 
neral Austin. 

“ Tlie men were called to arms, but were for some time 
unable to discover their foes, who had entirely surrounded 
the position, and kept up a constant firing at a distance, 
with no other effect than a waste of ammunition. When 
the fog rose it was apparent to all that we were surrounded, 
and that a desperate fight w'as inevitable, all communication 
with the main army having been cut off. Immediate pre¬ 
paration was made by extending our right flank (fiist divi¬ 
sion) to the south, and placing the second division on the 
left, on the same side; so that they might be prepared for 
the enemy should they charge into the angle, and avoid 
the effect of a evoss-fure of our own men, and likewise form a 
compact body, so that either might reinforce the other at 
the shortest notice without crossing the angle—an exposed 
ground, which would have occasioned certJiin loss. The 
men, in the mean time, were ordered to clear away bushes 
and vines under the eminence in the rear, and along the 
mai gin of the river, and at the steepest places to cut steps 
for Ibotliold, in order to afford them space to form and 
pass, and at suitable places ascend the ‘ bluff,’ discharge 
their rifles, and fall back to reload. The M ork was not 
completed to our wish before the Mexican infantry were 
seen to advance, wiflx arms trailed, to the right of the 
first tlivision, and form the line of battle about two hun¬ 
dred yards distance from the right flank. Five companies 
of cavalry*Bupi)ortcd them, covering our whole front and 
flank. 

The engagement commenced at about eight o’clock, a.m., 
by the deadly crack of a rifle from the extreme light. Tlie 
action was immediately general. The discharge from the 
enemy was one continued blaze of fire, whilst that from our 
lines was more slowly delivered, but with good aim and 
deadly effect, each man retiring under, cover of the hill and 
timber, to ^ve place to others until he reloaded. The batde 
bad not lasted more than ten minutes^ when a brass six- 
pounder was opened on our line at the distance of about 
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ciglity yards from the right flank of Ae first division, and a 
charge sounded. But the cannon was cleared, as if by magic, 
and a check put to the charge. The same experiment was 
resorted to with like success three times, the division ad¬ 
vancing under cover of the hill at each fire, and thus 
approximating near the cannon and victory. ^ The camion 
and victory,’ was truly the war-cry; the enemy only fired 
it five times, and it had been three times cleared, and their 
charge as often broken, when a disorderly and precipitate 
retreat was sounded and most readily obeyed, leaving the 
cannon to the victors. Thus a detachment of ninety-two 
men gained a complete victory over part of the main army 
of the Central Government, being at least four to one, with 
only the loss of one brave soldier (Richard Andrews), and 
none wounded.* 

“No invidious distinction can be diawm between any 
oflicer or private on this occasion. Every man was a 
soldier, and did liis duty agreeably to the situation and 
circumstances under which he was placed. At the close 
of the engagement a piece of heavy artillery was brought 
up and filled thiice, but at a distance, and by a reinlbrce- 
fiient of another company of cavalry, aided by six mules 
ready harnessed, they got it olF. The main army (of 
Texas) reached us in about an hour after the enemy’s re¬ 
treat. Had it been p(^8iblc to communicate with you 
(General Austin) and brought you up earlifjr, the victoiy 
would have been conclusive? and Bexar ours before twelve 
o’clock.” 

James Bowie, the writer of the foregoing account 
of “ The Battle of the Conception,” had removed 
with his brother, Razin P. Bowie, from Louisiana 
to Texas several years before. Both were men of a 

* Colonel Bowie estimated the Mexican loss at about sixty 
killed and forty wounded, the list of killed including many oifi- 
cers. None of the artillery-meh escaped unhurt. There was no 
accurate return of the Mexican loss. 
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rtiiigularly daring and enterprising character. They 
wore actors, with some of their countrymen, in an 
accidental rencounter with a war-party of Texan 
Indians, which has been recorded as a remarkable 
instance of courage, physical endurance, and pre¬ 
sence of mind. The Americans (nine men and two 
boys) left San Antonio de Bexar on the 2nd of 
November, 1831, for the silver mines of the San 
Saba River, and wei'c followed by 1C4 Towackanie 
and Caddo Indians, “ who were determined to luive 
tlu'ir scalps at all risks.” The description of the. 
conflict, which is given in the words of Uaziii P. 
Bowie, is so graphic and so illustrative of the 
hazards of frontier life in the West, that the Euro¬ 
pean reader will hardly consider its introduction a 
digression from the main sidiject. 

“ 'riioir number being sq much greater than ours, it was 
agrn.'{l that lla^in F. Bowie should be sent to t^ with 
ihein, and endeavour to compromise rather tha^||HH|k])t u 
fight. He accordingly started with David in 

company, and w'alked to within about forty yards of where 
they had halted, and requested them in their own tongue 
to send forwaid their cliief. Their answer was, ‘ How^ de 
do? how dc do?* in English, and a discharge of twelve 
shots at us, wliich broke Buchanan’s leg. Bowie returned 
their sdutation with the contents of a double-barrelled gun 
iind a pistol. He then took Buehanan on his shoulder, and 
started back to the encampment. A heavy fire was opened 
upon us, which wounded Buch^an slightly in two more 
places, and pierced Bowie’s hunting-shirt, without doing 
him any injury. When they found thdli* shot failed to 
bring Bowie down, eight Indians on foot took after him 
with their tomahawks; but when close upon him were dis¬ 
covered byliis party, who rusluxl ouUwith their rifles and 
brought down four of them—the other fbtu* retreating back 
to the main body. Wc returned to our position (in a 



124 


TEXAS. 


[book II. 


cluster of live oak, with bushes about ten feet high on the 
north, and a stream of water distant about forty yards to 
the west), and all was stdi for about five minutes. 

We then discovered an eminence to the north-east, at 
the distance of about sixty yards, red with Indians, who, 
with loud yells, opened a heavy fire upon us. Their chief, 
on horseback, walking his horse perfectly composed, urged 
them to the charge. When we first discovered him .lames 
Bo\vie cried out, ‘ Who is loaded ?* Mr. Hamm observed, 
‘ 1 am.’ He was then told to shoot the Indian on horse¬ 
back. He fired and broke his leg, and killed his horse. 
We now discovered liim hopping round his horse on one 
leg, with his shield on his arm to keep qif the balls. By 
this time four of our party having .’eloaded, fired at thf; 
same instant, and all the balls took effect through the 
shield. He fell, and was immediately surrounded by six 
or eight of his tribe, who picked him up mid bore him off. 
Several of these were shot by our party. The whole body 
of Indians then retreated out of sight, with the exception 
of a few, who were running abojit from tree to tree out of 
gun-^Q^mige. 

covered the emii^encc a second time, bring¬ 
ing uPlPRr bowman, who had not been in action before, 
and commenced a heavy fire with balls and arrows, which 
we returned by a well-directed discharge of our rifics. At 
this instant another chief appeared on horseback, near the 
spot where the last one fell. The same question of ‘ Who 
is loaded?* was asked; the answer was ‘Nobody;* when 
little Charles, the mulatto servant, came running up with 
Buchanan*s rifle, which had not been discharged since he 
was wounded, and handed it to James Bowie, who in¬ 
stantly fired, and bron|ght the chief down from his horse. 
He was borne off, like the last, by six or eight of his tribe 
under our fire,« During the time we -^ere engaged in 
defending ourselves from the ■ Indians on the eminence, 
some fifteen or twenty of the Caddo tribe had succeeded 
in getting under th^ bank of the stream, in our rear, at 
about forty yaids’ distance, and opened a fire upon us which 
wounded Matthew Doyle, the b^ entering the left breast. 
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arM going out at the back. As soon as he cried out he 
was wounded, lliomas M^Caslin hastened to the spot where * 
he fell, and exclaimed, ‘Where is the Inilian that shot 
Doyle ?* He was warned by a more experienced hand not 
to venture there, as from the report of the Indiana* guns 
they must be riflemen. At that instant tliey discovered an 
Indian, and M‘Caslin was in the act of raising his piece 
when he was shot tilirough tlie centre of his body, and 
expired. Kobert Armstrong called out for the Indian that 
shot M‘Caslin, and exposing himself in the same place, was 
fired at, and part of his gun-stock cut off. During this 
time our enemies had formed a complete circle around 
us, occupying the points of rocks, scattered trees, and 
bushes. 

“ Finding our situation too much exposed among the 
trees, we were obliged to leave it and take to the thickets. 
The first thing necessruy was to dislodge the riflemen from 
under the bank of the stream, u ho were within point-blank 
shot. Iliis we succeeded in, by shooting the most of them 
through the head, as we had the advantage of seeing them 
when they could not sec us. 

“ The road we had cu|; round the thicket the night 
previous gave us a fair view of our enemy in the prairie, 
while we w'ere completely hid. We baJEed their shots by 
moving six or eight feet the moment we fired, as their only 
mark was the smoke of our guns. * * * They discovered 
that we were not to be dislodged, and perceived the uncer¬ 
tainty of killing us at random shot—^they suffering very 
much from the fire of our rifles, which brought half-a-dozen 
down at every round. They determined, therefore, to put 
fire to the dry grass of the prairie, for tlie double purpose 
of routing us from our position, and, under cover of the 
smoke, carrying off their Tiead and wounded. The wind 
was blowing from the west, and they placed the fii-e in that 
quarter, where it burnt down all Ae grass to the stream, 
and bore off to the right and left, leaving around^our 
position a-space of about five acreg untouched. Under 
cover of the smoke, a portion of the Indian dead and 
wounded were removed, while our party wore engaged in 
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scraping away the dry grass and leaves from our wounded 
' men and baggage, and in piling up .stones and bushes to 
serve as a breastwork. 

" Tlie attempt to rout us out by fire liaviug failed, the 
Indians re-oecupied the points of rocks and trees in the 
prairie, and commenced another attack. The firing con¬ 
tinued for some time, when the wind suddenly shifted to 
the north, and blew very hard. We now ascerhiiued our 
dangerous situation, should the enemy succeed in setting 
fire to the small spot we occupied, and we kept a strict 
w'atch all round. The two servant boys were employed, in 
clearing aw^ay the dry grass and leaves from around the 
baggage, and heaping up fragments of rock around the 
w'ounded men. The remainder of tic party were warmly 
engaged with the enemy. The point from which the wind 
blew being favourable to fire our position, an Indian suc¬ 
ceeded in craw^ling down the stream, and putting fire to the 
grass that had not yet been burnt. Before he could rejoin 
his party he was shot by Robert Armstrong. 

At this time we saw’ no hope of escape. The fire w'as 
coming rapidly down before the wind, flaming ten feet 
high, and rolling directly towards the spot we occupied. 
What was to be don(j ? We ihust either be burnt up alivi;, 
or driven into the prairie amongst the savages. This en¬ 
couraged the Indians; and, to make it more aivful, their 
shouts and yells rent the air, while they fired upon us about 
twenty shots a minute. As soon as the smoke concealed 
us, we collected together and held a consultation. Our 
first impression was that they might rush on us under 
cover of the smoke, as we could make but one effectual 
fire—the sparks flying about so thickly that no man could 
open his powder-horn without running the risk of being 
blown up. How'over, we determined, in the event of their 
chai’ging us, to (give them one volley, place our backs 
together, draw our knives, and fight them as long as one 
of ns was left alive. The next consideration vras, should 
they not charge us, and we retain our position, we must he 
burnt up. It was decided that each man should take carci 
of himself as well as be could, until the fire arrived at the 
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ring around our baggage and wounde<l men, and there we 
should try to smother it with buffalo robes, bear-skins, 
dt'cr-skins, and blankets. I’liis, after a great deal of ex¬ 
ertion, we succeeded in doing. 

“ Our thicket being so much bund and scorched that it 
afforded us little or no shelter, we all got into the ring 
that encompassed the wounded and baggage, building the 
breast-work higher, with loose rocks from the inside, and 
earth, dug up with our knives and sticks. It was noAv 
sun-down, and we had been warmly engaged witli tlie 
Indians since sunrise, a j)eriod of thirteen hours; and they, 
seeing us still alive and ready for fight, drew off at a 
distance of three hundred yards, and encamped for the 
night.'* 

The party emitinucd to fortify their position, and 
procured a supply of water, in expectation of ano¬ 
ther attack; but the Indians, wliose loss in kilh^d 
and wounded amounted, according to an account 
derived from some Comanches, to no less than 
oighty-two, did not venture to assail them again. 
After remaining on the ground eight days, to recruit 
the wounded men and horses, the expedition re¬ 
turned to San Antonio de Bexar, where it “ arrived 
in good order, having sustained a loss of one man 
killed and three wounded, and five horses killed 
and thrcie wounded.” 

It was with the brothers Bowie, of the preceding 
narrative, that the weapon which bears their name 
originated. The first “ Bowie-knife” was made by 
Razin P. Bowie, in the parish of Avoyelles, in tlie 
State of Louisiana, as a hunting-kliife, for which 
purpose exclusively it was used by him for many 
years. The length of the original knife was nine 
and a quarter inches, its width one and a half, with 
a single edge and straight blade. In reply to some 
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newspaper inventions, Razin, Bowie published, in 
1838, the following statement of facts, in reference 
to the introduction of this formidable but barbarous 
instrument in personal combat. 

** Colonel James Bowie had been shot by an inclividucal 
■with whom he was at variance ; and as 1 presumed that a 
second attempt would be made by the same person to take 
his life, I gave him the knife, to bo used as occasion might 
require, as a defensive weapon. Some time afterwards 
(and the only time the knife was over usc'd for any other 
purpose than that for which it was originally destined) it 
was resorted to by Colonel J ames Bowie, in a chance med¬ 
ley or rough fight between himself and certain other indi- 
■vuduals to whom he was then inimical, and the knife was 
used only as a defensive weapon, and not till he had been 
shot down; it was the means of saving his life. The im¬ 
provement in its fabrication, and the state of perfection 
which it has since acquired from experienced cutlers, wefe 
not brought about through my agency. I ■would here 
assert also, that neither Colonel James Bowie nor myself, 
at any period of our lives, ever had a duel with any person 
whatsoever.” 

On the 3rd of November, the Consultation of 
Texas, composed of seven delegates from each mu¬ 
nicipality, assembled in General Convention at San 
Felipe de Austin, and chose Branch T. Archer pre¬ 
sident, who in an opening address, invited the atten¬ 
tion of the members to the measures required for 
the credit and safety of the people—the adoption of 
a Declaration, setting forth the reasons which had 
impelled Texas to take up arms, and the objects for 
which she contended—^the establishment of a Pro¬ 
visional Government, with the election of a Go¬ 
vernor, Lieutenant-Tjovemor, and Council, clothed 
with legislative and executive powers, and the or- 
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ganization and support of the military. The Pre¬ 
sident called upon the members of the Consultation 
to divest themselves of every party feeling, to dis¬ 
card every selfish motive, and look alone to the 
welfare of the country. He recommended the union 
of the Legislative and Executive powers in the Go¬ 
vernor, Lieut.-Govemor, and Council, as absolutely 
necessary to prevent Texas from falling into anarchy. 
In providing for the wants of the army, he urged 
the adoption of a code of military laws as indis¬ 
pensable. Without discipline and order in the 
ranks, their armies would be mere mobs, more dan¬ 
gerous to themselves than to their adversaries, and 
liable at all times to be routed or cut to pieces by a 
handful of regulars. He knew the men that were 
in the field: there never was better material for 
soldiers, but without discipline they could achieve 
nothing.^ Funds, he observed, were necessary to 
establish the contemplated government, and to pro¬ 
secute the war; it would, therefore, be their duty 
to elect financial agents. It would be expedient 
likewise to make some arrangements with the 
North-Eastern Indians, and to secure to volunteers 
from the United States their land “in head-right^” 
and to place them on an equal footing with the most 
favoured citizens. The fraudulent sales, or grants, 
of land by the late government of Coahuila and 
Texas would require attention, and the establish¬ 
ment of mails and an Express DepaAment was es¬ 
sential to the public interests. The President con¬ 
cluded by observing that he did not view the cause 
in which they were engaged as that of freemen 
fighting alone against military despotism—he did 
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not view it as Texas battling alone for her rights 
and liberties; he regarded it in a nobler and more 
exalted light—as the great work of laying the corner¬ 
stone of liberty in the Mexican Republic. 

After a vote of thanks to the General Council for 
the faithful and able discharge of their arduous 
duties, the President was empowered by the Con¬ 
sultation to appoint a Committee of twelve, com¬ 
posed of one member from each jurisdiction, to 
frame a Declaration, setting forth to the world the 
causes that impelled them to take up arms, and the 
objects for which they contended. This Declaration 
was reported on the 7th of November, and stated 
that the people of Texas had armed in defence of 
their rights and liberties, which were threatened 
by the encroachments of military despots, and in 
defence of the republican principles ol‘ the Federal 
Constitution of Mexico of 18S4,* to which they 
continued faithful. The words “republican prin¬ 
ciples” were introduced for the purpose of signifying 
their dissent from certain provisions of the Mexican 
Constitution, deemed by them anti-republican. 
The principal of these was the article for the support 
of the Catholic religion to the exclusion of all other 
forms of belief, a reservation deemed by some im¬ 
politic, as it might tend to alienate the Mexican 
Federalists, whose eo-operation they invoked. On 
the 12th, the Consultation chose Henry Smith Go¬ 
vernor, with complete and ample executive power, 
and Jas. W. Robinson Lieutenant-Govemoife On 
the 13th, the Committee of three, to whopi the duty 

* For the Declaration end Plan of the Provisional Govern¬ 
ment, see Appendix No. IV. 
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had been assigned, presented the Plan of a Provi¬ 
sional Government, which was adopted; and on 
the 16th, the Governor’s first Message was addressed 
to “ Tlie Honourable the President and Members 
of the Legislative Council of all Texas.” 

In this document, Governor Smith, after craving 
indulgence for himself, admonished the Council to 
contemplate the dangers to be encountered, the ob¬ 
stacles to be surmounted or removed, and to decline 
the task allotted to them, or enter upon it with a 
fixed determination faithfully and fearlessly tq exe¬ 
cute their duties. These duties were of no common 
order. They had to call system from chaos—to 
start the wheels of government, which were clogged 
and impeded by conflicting interests, and to sustain 
an army in the field, contending against a powerful 
foe, without funds or the raiinitioiis of war. As 
measures of practical necessity or advantage, he re¬ 
commended the selection of qualified agents to pur¬ 
chase artillery and military stores; the organization 
of a corps of frontier rangers and an engineer corps; 
the granting of letters of marque and reprisal; 
liberal appropriations fur foreign volunteers; an 
amicable adjustment with the North-Eastern In¬ 
dians ; the employment of special financial agents; 
the establishment of a tariff of duties, with officers 
o^revenue; the erection of a Post*Ofiice Depart¬ 
ment;* the organization of the militia and the civil 

* An advertiaenoent, dated November 2l8t, 1835, and headed 
“ Gksneral Post-Office,** was published by the Postmaster-General 
of Texas, notifying that be was authorised to receive sealed pro¬ 
posals for carrying the mail on six different routes, commencing 
on the Ist day of January, 1836, and ending on the Slat of 
December following. 
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jurisdictions, with some arrangements of minor im¬ 
portance, which became subjects of consideration 
and provision by the Legislative Council, for the 
various branches of public aflPairs, who appointed 
Committees, nominated judges, and passed a decree 
for raising a force of 1,120 re^lar troops, to serve 
for two years or during the war.* 

The Texan army, which had encamped on the 
28th of October at the Mission of the Conception, 
having received reinforcements, advanced close to 
Bexar in the beginning of November. Geueml 
Cos, expecting troops from the interior, and afraid 
to hazard an engagement, prepared to defend the 
town by^ barricading the streets, planting cannon 
on the top of the church, and resorting to such other 
means of fortifying his position as were at his com¬ 
mand. 

On the 3rd of November, a detachment of fifty 
men from Goliad, under Adjutant Westover, at¬ 
tacked and entered Lipantitlan, near San Patricio, 
the garrison of which (in number twenty-one) sur¬ 
rendered, and were liberated on parole not to bear 
arms against the Colonists during the war. The 
place contained two small pieces of ordnance, which 
had been forcibly taken from the citizens of. San 
Patricio. Having retained possession of the village 
until the evening of the 4tli, when about one^Htlf 
of their number had crossed the river on their return 
to Goliad, the Texans were apprised of the approach 
of a party of above seventy hostile Mexicans. An 
action ensued, whidb fasted about half an hour, 

* For a liit of . the OrdUnahcetl, and Decree of the Proviiional 
GoTeroment of Texas, see App^dix, No. VIII. 
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when the Mexicans retreated with a loss of twenty- 
eight in killed, wounded, and missing. One Texan 
wounded in the hand was the only injury sustained 
by the party. 

On the Sth, another slight engagement, called in 
Texas the “ Grass Fight,” took place between de¬ 
tachments of the contending forces. A party of 
forty Colonists was ordered to intercept some Mexi¬ 
can soldiers, commissioned by Cos to bum the 
prairie glass for thirty or forty miles around San 
Antonio. The party had only proceeded three or 
four miles, when one of their number was killed 
by a fall from his horse. A detachment of twenty- 
seven men, sent from the camp to bring in the*body, 
was attacked by 160 of tlie Morelos LahSers. Re¬ 
tiring to a ravine, they opened a fire on the cavalry, 
which compelled them to retreat, with the loss of 
five killed and several wounded. One Texan was 
slightly wounded. Another skirmish occurred on 
the 26tli, near Bexar, between nearly equal num¬ 
bers of Colonists and Centralists—^about 300 on each 
side. The latter, although advantageously posted 
under cover of some timber, were driven back to 
the fort with considerable loss. The Texans con¬ 
tinued the pursuit until they were fired upon by 
the cannon of Bexar. . 

Stephen Austin, B. T. Archer, and W. H. Whar¬ 
ton having been appointed, by the Consultation at 
San Felipe, Commissioner to the ^United States, 
to act under the advice and instruction of the Pro¬ 
visional Government, intimation to that effect was 
conveyed to General Austin, thhn with the army, 
who arrived at San Felipe on the 29th of November, 
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to undertake the duties of the appointment. Edward 
Burleson, elected by the volunteei*s composing the 
army to the chief command, was left to conduct the 
siege at Bexar. The Consultation, with only one 
dissenting voice, had chosen Saniuel Houston Major- 
General and Commander-in-Chief of the Regular 
Army of Texas. After receiving his commission, 
General Houston had established his head-quarters 
at Washington, on the Brazos. On the 30th of 
November, Mr. Austin formally reported his arrival 
at San Felipe to the Provisional Government, and 
his readiness to serve the country in the new station 
to which he had been called by the representatives 
of the people. The Report supplies an interesting 
summary%f events both in Mexico and Texas, and 
affords a temperate exposition of the feelings and 
circumstances of the Colonists, as affected by the 
decree of the 3rd of October which abolished the 
State Legislatures. 

“ I have the satisfaction to say, that the patiiotism which 
drew together the gallant volunteers now in service before 
Bexar and fort Goliad is unabated. They left all the com¬ 
forts and endearments of home to defend their ConstitutiouiiJ 
rights, and the republican principles of the Federal System 
and Constitution of 1824, and the vested rights of T'cxas 
under tlie law of the 7th of May of that year. Their basis 
is the Constitution and the Federal System. But should 
these be destroyed in Mexico, and the ^decree of the 3rd of 
October hwt, passed by tiie Central party, (a copy of which 
is herewith presented,) ^ carried into e£^ct, and a Central 
and despotic governm^t established* where all the autho¬ 
rity is to be concentrated in one person, or in a few persons, 
in the city of Mexic^, sustamed by military and ecclesias¬ 
tical power; the volunteer army, will also, in that event, do 
their duty to their country, to the cause of liberty, and to 



CHAP. X.] Austin’s official report. 135 

themselves—as honour, patriotism, and the first law of 
nature may require. 

That every peoxde have the right to change their go¬ 
vernment, is unquestionable; hut it is equally certain and 
true, tliat this change, to be morally or politically obliga¬ 
tory, must be effected by the free expression of the i\dli of 
the community, and by legal and constitutional means; for 
otherwise the stability of governments and the rights of tlie 
people would be at the mercy of fortunate revolutionists— 
of violence or faction. 

“ Admitting, therefore, that a Central and despotic, or 
sit'omf government, is best adapted to the education and 
habits of a portion of the Mexican people, and that they 
wish it; tliis does not, and cannot, give to them the right 
to dictate by unconstitutional means and force, to the other 
portion, who have equal rights, and differ in opinion. 

“ Had tlie change been effected by constitutioaial means, 
or had a National Convention been convened, and every 
member of the confederacy been fairly represented, and a 
majority agreed to the change, it would have placed the 
matter on different ground; but, even then, it would be 
monstrous to admit the principle, that tlie majority have the 
right to destroy the minority, for the reason that self-pre¬ 
servation is superior to all political obligations. That such 
a government as is contemplated by the before-mentioned 
decree of tbc 3rd of October, would destroy the people of 
Texas, must be evident to aU, when they conrider its geo¬ 
graphical situation, so remote from the contemplated centre 
of legislation and power; populated as it is by a people who 
are so different in education, habits, customs, language, and 
local wants, from idl the rest of the nation; and, especially, 
when a portion of the Central party have manifested riolt'nt 
religious and other prejudices and jemousies against them. 
But no National Convention was convened, and the Con¬ 
stitution has been, and now is, violated and disregarded. 

" The Constitutional Authorities of the State of Coahuila 
and Texa^ solemnly protesfed against the change of go¬ 
vernment; for which act they were driven l>y military force 
from office and imprisoned. The people of Texas protested 
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against it, as they had a right to do, for which they have 
been declared rebels by the government in Mexico. 

“ However necessary, tben, the basis established by the 
decree of the 3rd of October may be to prevent civil wars 
and anarchy in other parts of Mexico, it is attempted to be 
effected by force and unconJdtirtional means. However 
beneficial it may be to some patts of Mexico, it would be 
ruinous to Texas. This view poesents the whole subject 
to the people. If they submit to a forcible and unconsti¬ 
tutional destruction of the social compact which they have 
sworn to support, they violate their oaths. If they submit 
to be tamely destroyed, they disregard their duty to them¬ 
selves, and violate the first law which God has stamped 
upon the heart of man, civilised or sav age—^which is the 
law or the right of self-preservation. 

“ The decree of the 3rd of October, therefore, if carried 
into effect, evidently leaves no remedy for Texas but resist¬ 
ance, secession firom Mexico, and a direct resort to natural 
rights. 

“ Such I believe to be the view which the volunteer 
army, late under my command, has taken of this subject; 
and such, in substance, the principles it is defending, 
and will defend. That they are sound and just, and merit 
the approbation of all nations, I sincerely and conscienti¬ 
ously believe. 

“ It may be out of place to speak of myself in such a 
communication as this, but I deem it right to say that I 
have faithfidly laboured for years to unite Texas perma¬ 
nently to the Mexican Confederation, by separating its local 
government and internal administration, so faras practicable, 
from every other part of Mexico, and placing it in the hands 
of the people of Texas, who are certainly l^st acquainted 
with their local wanto, and could best hMmoni^ in legis¬ 
lating for them.* There was but one way to effect ^s 
union, with any hope of permanency or hannbny, which was 
by erecting Texas into a State of the Mexican Confederation; 
Sound policy, and theotrue interest of ihe Mexican Republic, 
evidently required that this Should be done. 

“'Ihe people of Texas desired it; and iTpi'oofr were 
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wanting (but they are not) of their fidelity to their ohliga> 
tions as Mexican citizens, this effort to erect Texsus into a 
State affords one which is conclusive to every man of judg¬ 
ment who knows anything about this country; for all such 
are convinced that Texas could not, and woi^d not, remain 
united to Mexico without the right of self'govemment as a 
separate State. 

“ The object of the Texans, therefore, in wishing a se¬ 
paration from Coahuila, and the erection of their country 
into a State, was to avoid a total separation from Mcidlco 
by a revolution. Neither Coahuila, nor any other portion 
of ilic Mexican nation, can legislate on the internal affairs 
of Texas: it is impossible. This country must either be a 
State of the Mexican Confederation, or must, separate in 
tot4), as an independent community, or seek protection from 
some power that recognises the principles of self-govern¬ 
ment. 1 can see no remedy between one of these three 
positions and total ruin. 

I must particularly call the attention of the Provisional 
Government to the Volunteer Army now in tlic field. 
That their services have been, and now are, in the highest 
degree useful and important to Texas, is very evident. 
Had this army never crossed the Guadalupe,—a movement 
wliich some have condemned,—the war would have been 
carried by the Centralists into the colonies, and the settle¬ 
ments on the Guadalupe and La Baca would probably have 
suffered, and perhaps have been broken up. The town of 
Gonzalez had already been attacked^ and many of the set¬ 
tlers were about to remove. 

“What effect such a state of things would have had 
upon the moral standing and prospects of the countr}’^, al¬ 
though a matter of opinion, is worthy of mature consider¬ 
ation ; more especially when it is considered that, at the 
time, the opinions of many were vacillating and unsettled, 
and much division prevailed. . Ihe Volunteer Army have 
also paralysed the force of General Cos, so that it is shut 
up withimthe fortifications of Bexar, incapable of any hos¬ 
tile movements whatever outside of the walls, and must 
shortly surrender or be annihilated. The enemy has been 
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beaten in every contest and skirmish, which has proved the 
superiority of the volunteers, and given confidence to every 
one. Our undisciplined volunteers, but few of whom 
were ever in the field before, have acquired some experi¬ 
ence, and much confidence in each other and in themselves, 
and are much better prepared for organization, and to meet 
a formidable attack than they were before. 

“ The post at Goliad has been taken by the volunteers, 
and the enemy deprived of large supplies which were at 
thift place, and of the facilities of procuring others by u uler, 
through the Port of Copano, which is also closed upon 
them by the occupation of Goliad. 'The enemy hiis been 
driven from the river Nueces by a detadimcnt of tlu^ 
volunteers who garrison Goliad, imd by the patriotic sons 
of Ireland from Power’s colony. More than one hundred 
of the enemy, including many officers, have been killed; 
a great many have been wounded, others have deserted, 
and a valuable piece of brass cannon, a six-x)ounder, has 
been taken, and another preserved (the one that was at 
Gonzalez) from falling into the hands of the enemy. Three 
hundred head of horses have been taken, and the resources 
for sustaining an army in Bexar are all destroyed or ex¬ 
hausted, so that an enemy in th|t place is at tliis time more 
than three hundred miles from any supplies of bread-stuff, 
and many other necessary articles. All this has been 
effected by the Volunteer Army in a little more than one 
month, and with the loss of only one man killed in battle, and 
one wounded, (who has nearly recovered,) before Bexar; 
one wounded at Gohad, and one at Lipantitlan, on the 
Nueces. In short, the moral and political influence of the 
campaign is equally beneficial to Texas tod to the sacred 
cause of the Constitution and of liberty, and honourable to 
the Volunteer Army. This army is composed, principally, 
of the most intelligent, respectable, and wealthy citizens of 
the country; and of yolunteers from Louisitoa and Ala- 
bama—men who have taken up arms from principle, from 
a sense of duty, and %Qm the purest motives of patriotism 
and philanthropy. They have bravely sustained the rights 
of Texas and the cause of Mexican liberty, and patiently 
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home the exposure and fatigue of a winter’s campaign 
during the most inclement, wet, and cold spell of weather 
known in this country for many years. The most of them 
jire men of families, whose loss woidd have made a fearful 
void in our tliin community. They might have been pre¬ 
cipitated upon the forlific^ons of Bexar, which were de¬ 
fended by seven or eight hundred men and a number of 
cannon, and taken the place by storm, against superior 
numbers; and Texas might, and in all probability would, 
have been covered with mourning in the hour of victory. 
On consultation with the officers in councils of war, it was 
dociiied most prudent not to hazard so much in the com¬ 
mencement of the contest, when a disaster would have been 
so materially injurious ; and the system was -adopted of 
>vasting away the resources, and spirits, and numbers of the 
enemy by a siege, the ultimate success of which appeared 
to be certain, without any serious hazard dn our part. 
That the fidl of Bexar within a short time, and wdth a very 
little lo.^s, will bo the result, I have no doubt. 

1 consider the Volunteer Army to be the main hope of 
Texas at this time, and until a regidar army can be organ¬ 
ised ; and I recommend that it be sustained and provided 
for in the most effectual and efficient manner. 

Before closing this communication, I deem it to be my 
duty to recommend to the consideration of the Provision^ 
Government the situation of the inhabitaiits of Bexar and 
Goliad. The necessary and indispensable operations of the 
war have compelled the army to make use of a considerable 
amount of their property, particularly corn and beef cattle. 
So soon as circumstances will permit, I respectfully recom¬ 
mend, that some system be adopted to ascertain the amount 
of property thus used| and to provide for a-just compensa¬ 
tion. This recommendation also extends to horses or other 
property lost by the Volunteers. • 

"I will present to government another Eeport, on a spe¬ 
cial subject of importancei” , 

The Report alluded to at the close of the preced¬ 
ing document was transmitted by Mr. Austin to the 
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Provisional Government on the 2nd of December. 
It related to tlie preparations then in progress by the 
Centralists for the invasion of Texas, and the conse¬ 
quent necessity of calling a new Convention. 

“ At the time of the former elections, the people did not 
and could not fully understand their true situation; for it 
was not known then, to a certainty, what changes would 
take pl^e in Mexico, what kind of government would be 
established, or what course would be pursued towiirds 
Texas. It was only known then that the Central piurty was 
in power, that all its measures tended to the destruction of 
the Federal System, and that preparations were making to 
invade TedCas. 

But, at the present time, the people know that the go¬ 
vernment is changed—that Centralism is established by the 
decree of the 3rd of October last, and that they are threat¬ 
ened with annihilation. In short, the whole picture is now 
clearly before their view, and they see the dangers that are 
hanging over them. Can these dangers be averted by a 
provisional organization, which is based upon a declaration 
that is equivocal, and liable to different constructions ? Does 
not the situation of the country require a more fixed and 
stable state of things ? In short, is it not necessary that 
Texas should now saym plain, and positive, and unequivo¬ 
cal language, what is the position she occupies, and will 
occupy: and can such a declaration be made without a new 
and direct resort to the people, by calling, as speedily as 
.possible, a Convention, with plenary powers, based npon 
the principle of equal representation in proportion to the 
population ? 

^*^111086 are questLons of the most vital importance. I 
respectfully submit them to the calm deliberation of the 
Provisional Goveniment, in the fall confidence that all the 
attention will bfe given to the subject which its importance 
merits. , 

. ** Without expressing any individual opinion df my own, 
as to the time er day when the new elections ought to take 
place, which would, perhaps, be indecorous in such a com- 
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munication as this, the object of which is to lay facts before 
the Provisional Government, I deem it to be my duty to say, 
that so far as I could judge of the opinions and wishes of 
th(' citizens who were in the Volunteer Army when I left 
them on the 25th ult., they were in favour of an immediate 
election of a Convention, with plenary power.’’ 

The Consultation which had established the Pro¬ 
visional Goverament for Texas had adjourned until 
the 1st of March, to be convened sooner at the dis¬ 
cretion of tlie Governor and Council, whom they 
authorised to advise a new election of delegates 
with ampler powers than they possessed. It v as the 
opinion of many that the functions of the Consultation 
should have ceased with the occasion of its meeting, 
it being intended rather to act as a General Council, 
under a gTeat emergency, then as a legislative body. 
The representation of the^different municipalities, 
although the best, according to circumstances at 
the time of ordering the election, was unsatisfactory 
—the number of delegates not being proportioned to 
the amount of population in the several jurisdictions. 
The Consultation was chosen, too, at a period when 
the country was distracted by conflicting opinions 
—some disbelieving that the Federal System M'as 
destroyed, or had even been attacked—others, moved 
by intemperate zeal, clamouring for independence 
—the majority being decidedly in favour of declar¬ 
ing, in clear and unequivocal terms, for the Con¬ 
stitution of 1824. For these reasons, rendered 
weightier by the very critical situation of public 
aflairs, did the Colonists desire the election of a new 
Convention, with plenary powers* With the ov^ 
throw of the Fede^ Constitution, the struggle had 
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assumed a more solemn aspect. To the people of 
Texas it was no longer a question of forms of govern¬ 
ment, but of life or death. The first to forewarn and 
the last to inflame, Stephen Austin, true to his 'n- 
herited trust, discerned the gathering of the thunder¬ 
cloud beyond the Rio Grande, and gave timely in¬ 
timation to those over whose dwellings and fields it 
was destined to spread havoc and desolation. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Siege of Bexar—Impatience of the Coluniste—Mexican Deserter 
—llcBohition of Milam and othcre—Entrance of a Storming 
Party into Bexar—Deatli of Milam, and Surrender of General 
Cos—Landing of Mexia at Tampico—Resolution of the Pro¬ 
visional Government for assembling a Convention—^^leasurcs of 
Defence—Proclamation by Gteneral Houston—Indian Mission — 
Operation of the Militia System in the United States—Indian 
Encroachments—Vohinteers—Opinions respecting a Declara¬ 
tion of Independence. 

The “ Federal Volunteer Army of Texas” had 
inarclied to the siege of Bexar at tlie close of the 
finest month of the Texan year. Their s])irits were 
aiiimatt‘d hy occasional successes, and the lio2)e of 
reducing the strongest }X)st in the country, and 
thereby ttjrminating the campaign, and ridding 
th(;mselvcs of the detested military, sustained them 
under many hardshijis and privations. But, un¬ 
accustomed to the restraints of a camp—impsitient 
of a protracted siege—^their term of volunteer ser¬ 
vice exceeded, and their families anxious for their 
return—December, with its fitful northers and 
drenching rains, was about to find them unprovided 
with winter clothing, .suffering from insufficient 
food, and with no immediate prospect of accom¬ 
plishing their vaunted enterprise. * 

As an inducement to prosecute the siege, the 
Provisional Government had promised twenty dol¬ 
lars to each man who would remain With the army 
until its close. To many, however, thft must have 
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appeared* a poor equivalent for absence fi*oni their 
homes. Numbers departed daily, and but few ar¬ 
rived ; and it was necessary to devise some extra¬ 
ordinary plan for keeping a sufficient force tog’etber. 
At a general parade an appeal was made to the 
patriotism of the volunteers, and such as were will¬ 
ing to testify their devotion to the cause by serv¬ 
ing for thirty days longer, or until Bexar was 
taken, were requested to signify their disposition 
by advancing in front of the line. The expected 
demonstration was nearly universal; but the men, 
wearied with idly gazing at the walls of the be¬ 
leaguered town, importuned the general to order 
an immediate assault. One day, and then another, 
were successively named for indulging their ardour, 
but nothing was done; and, on the evening of the 
4th of December, the order was given to break up 
the camp and retire into winter quarters. 

It happened on the eve of their intended dis¬ 
persion that the Texans were informed by a Mexi¬ 
can deserter that a number of the soldiers in Bexar 
were disaffected to Santa Anna and the Centralists, 
and that it would not be difficult to capture the 
place. But this doubtful intelligence was a slight 
counterpoise to the obvious perils of the under¬ 
taking. Almost ^ every house in San Antonio de 
Bexar was in itself a little fort, being built of stone, 
with walls about three feet and a half in thickness. 
The approaches to the public square had been 
strongly fortified with breast-works, trenches, and 
palisadoes, protected by artillery; cannon were also 
planted on the|roof of the old church in the square, 
which comniinded the town and its environs. Both 



CHAP. XI.] ATTACK, ON BEXAR. 145 

tlie town and the enclosure called the Alamo were 
defended by artillery, and there was a formidable 
number of regular troops in the garrison; while 
the whole Volunteer Army only amounted to about 
500 men, and these, with very few exceptions, 
strangers to discipline. 

With these heavy odds against them, Benjamin 
R. Milam and some officers held a meeting, and 
resolved to beat up for volunteers to attack San 
Antonio. They succeeded in mustering a party of 
about 300, who chose the war-worn Milam for 
their leader. The plan he adopted was a judicious 
combination of the veteran's skill and the volunteer’s 
daring, and showed his thorough knowledge of the 
materials with which he had to work. 

The town was in the form of an oblong square, 
and lay on the south-western bank of tlie San 
Antonio River. Communicating w^ith it by two 
small bridges, and nearly opposite, on the north-east¬ 
ern side of the river, was the fort or, rather, walled 
enclosure, of the Alamo. Westward of the town 
was the camp of the volunteers. Directing Colonel 
Neil to divert the attention of the Mexicans by 
making a feint upon the Alamo, Milam prepared to 
effect a lodgment in the town. At three o’clock in 
the morning of the 5th of December, Neil, taking a 
sweeping course by the sources of the San Antonio, 
commenced, with a piece of artillery, a fire upon 
the Alamo; while Milam, having provided his fol¬ 
lowers with crow-bars and other forcing implements, 
made an entrance into the suburbs, bejond the 
range of fhe Mexican fortifications. Apprised of 
Milam’s advance by the firing which followed it, 
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Neil retraced his steps and returned with his pai*ty 
to the camp at 9 a. m: 

On the 6th, a despatch dated from the “ Camp 
before Bexar,” and signed by B. R. Mil,am and Ed¬ 
ward Burleson, was forwarded to the President of 
the Provisional Government at San Felipe, with the 
following information and demand: 

" Yesterday morning, at day-light, or rather some twenty 
minutes before, Colonel Milam, with a x>arty of about 1500 
Volunteers, made an assault upon the town of Bexar. ITis 
party he distributed in two divisions, which, on entering 
the town, took possession of two buildings near each otlu r 
—near the place where they have been ever since battling 
with the enemy. They have so far had a fierce contest, 
the enemy offering a strong and obstinate resistance. The 
houses occupied by us command some of the cannon in the 
place, or have silenced them entirely, as it is reported to 
us. 7%e issue is douhtfidf of course. Ugariccheaison the 
way, with considerable reinforcements; how near has not 
yet been exactly ascertained; but, certainly, he is not more 
than from fifty to sixty miles olT. This express has been 
despatched for an immediate supply of ammunition, as 
much powder and lead as can possibly be sent instantly. 
Of the first-mentioned article, ^ere is none beyond the 
cannon cartridges already made up. I hope that good 
mules, or horses, will be procured to send on tliese articles 
with the greatest possible speed, travelling night and day, 
for there is not a moment to be lost. Remforcemente of 
men are, perhaps, indispensable to our salvation. I hope 
every exertion will be made to force them to our relief im¬ 
mediately.” 

In an address to the people of Texas, by a 
Special Committee of the General Council, dated 
San Felipcj December 10th, urging them to speed 
to the relief of liie army before Bexar, is stated 
that contractors had been despatched in different 
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directions, and supplies and ammunition were on 
their way to the camp. J. W. Fannin and T. J. 
Rusk were appointed by the Council to proceed 
respectively east and west of the Trinity, for the 
purpose of collecting reinforcements and enrolling 
them for service thirty days,.to aid in the reduction 
of Bexar. Before, however, the Council had time 
even to convey a reply to Colonel Milam's hurried 
communication, the bmvery of the Volunteers bad 
enabled them to dispense with further assistance. 

Vlien the Volunteers advanced against the town, 
the Commander-in-Chief, General Burleson, formed 
all the reserve, with the exception of the guard re- 
quisite to protect the camp, and held himself in 
readiness to assist, should occasion arise. He also 
sent out parties to scour the country, and endeavour 
to intercept Ugartechea, who ultimately effected an 
entry into the Alamo with 300 men. During the 
period of the attack on the town, he despatched 
Captains Cheshire, Sutherland and Lewis, with 
their companies, to reinforce Colonel Johnson—who 
commanded the second division of the storming 
party—and retained another reserve in readiness to 
co-operate; if required. 

On entering the suburbs of Bexar, the first division, 
under the immediate command of Milam, and sup¬ 
ported by two pieces of cannon and fifteen artillery¬ 
men, took possession of the house of Don Antonio 
de la Garza. The second division, linder Johnson, 
forced its way into the dwelling of a Mexican, named 
Berimendi, amidst a heavy discharge of grape-shot 
and musquetry. • 

L 2 
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“ At seven o’clock,” says the oiHcial report of Colonel 
Johnson, heavy cannonading from the town was se¬ 
conded by a well-directed fire from the Alamo, which for a 
time prevented the possibility of covering onr lines, or 
efifecting a safe communication between the two divisions. 
In consequence of the twelve-pounder having been dis¬ 
mounted, and the want of proper cover for the other gun, little 
execution was done by our artillery during the day. We 
were, therefore, reduced to a close and well-directed fii*e 
from our rifles ; which, notwithstanding tlie advantageous 
position of the enemy, obliged them to slacken then fire, 
and seVeral times to abandon their artillery within the 
range of our shot. Our loss during the day was one private 
killed; one colonel and one first-lieutenant severely 
womidcd; one colonel slightly, three privates dangerously, 
six severely, and tlirec slightly. During the whole of 
the night (of the 5th) the two divisions were occupied 
in strengthening their positions, opening trenches, and ef¬ 
fecting a safe communication, although cxjwsed to a lieavy 
cross-fire from the enemy, which slackened towards morn¬ 
ing. I may remark that the want of proper tools rendered 
this undertaking doubly arduous. 

At day-light of the 6th the enemy were observed to 
have occupied the tops of the houses in our front, where, 
under cover of breast-works, they opened through loop¬ 
holes a very brisk fire of small arms on our whole line, 
followed by a steady caanonadirg from the town, in front, 
and from the Alamo on the left flank, with interrup¬ 
tions during the day. A detachment of Captain Crane’s 
company, under Lieutenant W. McDonald, followed by 
others, gallantly possessed themselves, under a severe fire, 
of the house to the right, and in advance of the first divi¬ 
sion, which considerably extended our line; while the rest 
of the army was gccupied in returning the enemy’s fire and 
strengthening our trenches, which enabled our artillery to 
do some execution, and complete a safe communication from 
right to left. Our loss this day amounted to three privates 
severely wounded arid two slightly. During the night the 
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lire from the enemy was inconsiderable, and our people 
were occupied in making and filling sand bags, and other¬ 
wise strengthening our lines. 

'^At day-light on the 7th it was discovered that the 
enemy had, during the night previous, opened a trench on 
the Alamo side of the river, and on the left flank, as well 
as strengthened their battery on the cross street leading to 
the Alamo. From the first, they opened a brisk fire of 
small arms; from the last, a heavy cannonade, as well as 
small arms, which was kept up until eleven o’clock, when 
they were silenced by our superior fire. About twelve 
o’clock Henry Kames, of Captain York’s company, ex¬ 
posed to a heavy fixe from the enemy, gallantly advanced 
to a house in Irbnt of the first division ; and, with a crow- 
biur, forced an entrance, through which the whole company 
immediately followed him, and made a secure lodgment. 
In the evening, the enemy renewed a heavy fire from all the 
positions which could bear upon us, and at about hall-past 
three o’clock, as our gallant commander, Colonel Milam, 
was passing into the yard of my position (tlie house of 
Jh'rimendi) ho received a rifle shot in the head, which 
caused his instaht death—an irreparable loss at so critical 
a moment.* Our casualties otherwise, during this day, were 
only two privates slightly wounded. ~ 

At a meeting of officers, held at seven o’clock, I was 
invested with the chief command, with Major Morris as my 
second. Captains Llewellyn, English, Crane, and Landi’um, 
with their respective companies, forced their way into, and 
took possession of, the house of Don J. Antonio Navarro, 
an advanced and important position close to the Square. 

* Milam was buried in the doorway of Berimendi’s house, 
within six feet of the place where he fell, without a stone to mark 
the spot. It was resolved by the Provisional Government that the 
President, officers, and members of the General Council of Texas, 
should, “ in testimony of heartfelt sorrow and mourning for his 
death,” wear crape upon the left arm for thirty days; and that the 
Governor, die officers of the Executive Pepartment, the Com¬ 
manding-General, and all the officers of the Army, should unite in 
wearing this symbol of regret. 
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The fire of the enemy became interrupted and slack during 
the whole night, and the weather exceedingly cold and 
wet. 

“ The morning of the Hth continued cold and wet,- and 
but little firing on cither side. At nine o’clock, tlic same 
companies who took possession of Don J. Antonio Navar¬ 
ro’s house, aid(.‘d by a detachment "of the Grays, advanced 
and occupied the Zambrano Bow, leading to the Stiuare, 
without any accident. The brave conduct on this occasion 
of William Graham, of Cook’s company of Grays, merits 
mention. A heavy fire of artillery and small arms was 
opened on this position by the enemy, who disputed every 
inch of ground, and after suffering a severe loss in officers 
and men, were obliged to retire from roonf'to room, until 
they evacuated the whole building. During this time, our 
men were reinforced by a detachment from York’s com¬ 
pany, under the command of Lieutenant Gill. The can¬ 
nonading was exceedingly heavy from all quarters during 
the day, but did no essential damage. Our loss consisted 
of one captain seriously wounded and two privates severely. 
At seven o’clock, p.m., the party in Zambrano’s Bow were 
reinforced by Captains Swisher, Alley, Edwards, and Dun¬ 
can, and their respective companies.* 

“This evening wc had undoubted information of the 
.'irrivaj of a strong reinforcement to the enemy, under 
Colonel Ugartechca. At half-past ten o’clock, p.m., Cap¬ 
tains, Cook and Patton, with the company of New Orlean’s 
Grays and a company of Brazoria Volunteers, forced their 
way into the Priest’s house in the Square, although exposed 
to the fire of a battery of three guns and a large body of 
musqueteers. Before this, however, the division -^Vas re¬ 
inforced from the reserve by Captains Cheshire, Lewis, and 
Sutherland, and their companies. 

“Immediately after we got possession of the Priesfl 

* On tlie evening of the 8th, a party from the Alamo, of about 
fifty men, passed up in front of the Texan camp and opened a fire; 
hut without effect, returning precipitately before the piay of a six- 
pounder .-'—General Burlesoti^s' Despatch to the Provisional Go- 
vrrnor of Texas. 
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house, the enemy opened a fuiious cannonade from all their 
batteries, accompanied by incessant volleys of small arms, 
against every house in our jjossession, and every part of 
our lines, which continued unceasingly until half-past six 
o’clock, A.M., of the 9th, when they sent a flag of truce, 
with an intimation that they desired to capitulate. Our 
loss in tins night’s attack, consisted of one' man only, dan¬ 
gerously wounded, wliilc in the act of spiking a cannon.*’ 

Th(; loss of the Colonists was trifling, but that of 
the Mexicans, of which I have been unable to pro¬ 
cure a return, must have been severe,* as the rifle 
brought them down as often as they showed their 
faces at a loop-hole. The Texans advanced by 
breaking a passage through the stone walls of the 
houses, and throwing up a ditch where they were 
otherwise unprotected, while every street was raked 
by the enemy’s artillery. Their entrance into the 
Scpiare decided the contest, as it exposed the bulk 
of the garrison to their deadly fire. Of this the 
Mexicans proved themselves conscious by surrender¬ 
ing, before the occupants of the Priest’s house had 
the benefit of day-light for rifle practice. During 
the four days of the assault, a black and red flag, in 
token of no quatter, had been waving at the Alamo. 

On the 11th of December, 1835, the Commission¬ 
ers on each side met and agreed upon terms of capi¬ 
tulation, which were ratified and approved by the 
respective Commanders-in-Chief, Generals Burleson 
and Cos. The former deemed the term# Jiighly 
favourable, considering the strong* position and 
large force of the enemy, which could not be less 
than 1,300 effective men—1,101 having departed 

* I have seen it estimated at 200 killed* and 390 wounded, but 
this seems to be an exaggeration. 
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with General Cos, besides three companies and se¬ 
veral small parties that separated from him, in. con¬ 
sequence of the fourth article of the treaty, of which 
the following are the principal stipulations:—The 
retirement of General Cos and his officers, with their 
arms and private property, into the interior of the 
Republic ; under parole of honour that they would 
not in any way oppose the re-establishment of the 
Federal Constitution of 1824. The retirement, with 
the General, of the 100 infantry lately arrived with 
the convicts, the remnant of the battalion of Mondos 
and the cavalry; taking their arms and ten rounds 
of cartridges. The removal beyond the Rio Grande 
of the convicts brought in by Colonel Ugartechea. 
The troops to be free to follow their General, or to 
remain, or to go to such point as they might think 
proper; but, in case all or any of them separated, 
they w'ere to have their arms, &c. All public jiroperty, 
money, arms and munitions of war, to be inventor¬ 
ied and delivered to General Burleson. All private 
property to be restored to its owners. In the remain¬ 
ing articles it was stipulated, that General Cos should 
remove within six days, and that, during the inter¬ 
val, he should occupy the Alamo, while the Texans 
occupied the town of Bexar. The citizens were to be 
protected in their persons and property, nor was any 
person to be molested on account of political opin¬ 
ions pr^ously expressed. The sick and wounded 
Mexicaffi^ were to be allowed to remain with a sur¬ 
geon and attendants, and General Cos was to be 
furnished with provisions at ordinary prices, to 
maintain his troops to the Rio Grande. 

On the morning of the 14th of December Cos 
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removed from the Alamo to the Mission of San 
Jose, and, on the following day, he commenced his 
march for the Rio Grande, after complying with 
the provisions of the capitulation. A large quantity 
of military stores in the town and the fort was 
delivered to General Burleson, including nineteen 
pieces of ordnance and two swivel guns, several 
hundred stand of anns, with bayonets, lances, and 
an abundance of ammunition. 

The first campaign of the Colonists, conducted 
uiid(*r the banner of the Federal Constitution, was 
now ended. From the Sabine to the Rio Grande a 
Mexican soldier was no longer to be seen, with the 
exception of Cos and his discomfited followers. The 
garrison and town of San Antonio de Bexar were 
placed under the command of the active and resolute 
Johnson, with a sufficient number of men and 
officers to maintain his ground, in case of attack, 
until relieved from the settlements. The rest of the 
Volunteer Anny were permitted to return to their 
homes. All had honorably established their claim 
to repose. They had toiled, and suffered, and 
fought, like men to whom the fairest fields and the 
brightest skies are valueless and cheerless, without 
the invigorating exercise of their constitutional 
rights. With the degenerate races of the South 
liberty was but a poetical abstraction—the catch¬ 
word of the intriguing demagogue—rthe war-cry of 
the ambitious soldier: with the Anglo-Americans it 
was a substantial inheritance^—dear to them as the 
memory of their ancestors—essential to their social 
progress *as the air of heaven to4heir physical ex¬ 
istence. It was the spirit of independence that sti- 
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mulated the Northern husbandmen to turn their 
faces toward the sim of the Tropic, and sustained 
them amidst trials of which the pampered inhabit¬ 
ants of the cities of the old world can form no con¬ 
ception. The charter which had hitherto protected 
and encouraged the settlers—^the Mexican Consti¬ 
tution of 1824—^had been violated; the armed 
partisan had usurped the seat of the judge; drum¬ 
head decisions had been substituted for the awards 
of law, and the Colonists were left to choose between 
resistance with its danger and submission with its 
disgrace. They made their election with a full per¬ 
ception of the consequences it might involve, and 
staked life and land in defence of their chartered 
liberties. Their first essay in the field was asto¬ 
nishingly successful; and the storming of Bexar 
will rank among the most remarkable feats of chi¬ 
valrous daring. To what did they owe their suc¬ 
cess ? Not to the arts of professional soldiership, 
for of these they were ignorant; not to numerical 
strength, for they were comparatively few—^ill- 
armed, ill-clad, and ill-fed. In their moral orga¬ 
nization—^in the proud sense of their superiority, 
as instnicted freemen, over the puppets of igno¬ 
rant and intolerant misrule, lay the secret of their 
triumphs. 

On the 14th of December, twenty-eight persons, 
chiefly Americans, with a few naturalised British, 
French, and Germans, were shot, under sentence of 
a court-martial, at Tampico. They and a number 
of others, amounting to about one hundred and 
thirty men, some <of whom were in the secret, had 
embarked in a schooner at New Orleans on the 
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6th of November, supposing that their destination 
.was Texas, where tliey would be at liberty to take 
up arms or not in defence of the country, when the 
Mexican General Mexia, the projector of the expe¬ 
dition, who was on board, altered the course of the 
vessel to Tampico, and caused them, on being 
landed, to join in an attack on the town. The 
wreck of the vessel on the bar spoiled the ammu¬ 
nition: tlie result was defeat and capture; and 
although large sums of money were offered for ran¬ 
som, the authorities were inexorable. Mexia, the 
h'ederalist leader of the party, escaped to Texas in a 
merchant vessel, which landed him at the Brazos. 

The crisis which had arrived in the affairs of 
Texas had satisfied Stephen Austin that the people 
ought to form a Constitution and pennanent Go¬ 
vernment without delay, in conformity with the 
Declaration of the 7th of November, especially with 
the 5fh article, which proclaimed fidelity to the 
Mexican Government, so long as the nation was 
governed by the Constitution and laws. This step 
could only be taken by means of a Convention, 
elected on the basis of equality of representation. 
On the 11th of December, the Council of Goveni- 
ment tendered their grateful respects, on behalf of 
themselves and their fellow-citizens, to Gcnei*al 
Austin, then about to depart for the United States, 
expressing their deep sense of his past sufferings 
and privations, while labouring in tlieir cause and 
for their good, in tlie city of Mexico, and sympa- 
tliising “^in his afflictions and almost broken con¬ 
stitution, conse(|ucnt on a long and painful confine¬ 
ment for boldly standing up for the rights of Texas 
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in the stronghold of her oppressor.” On the same 
day, the Council published an appeal to the people 
of Mexico, justifying the course pursued by Texas, 
and inviting patriotic Mexicans to unite with them 
against the Centralists, “ to sustain the Federal 
compact, restore the Federal System, and establish 
the liberties and happiness of their country.” A 
Resolution for calling a Convention of Delegates of 
the people, with plenary powers, from each Muni¬ 
cipality of the three Departments of Texas, to as¬ 
semble on the 1st of March ensuing, at the town of 
Washington, was approved by the Governor < ui the 
13th. The number of delegates apportioned to the 
different districts amounted in the aggregate to 
fifty-six, and the elections were to be held on the 
1st of February, 1836. 

The labours of the Provisional Government had 
obtained the approval of Mr. Austin, in whose opi¬ 
nion they had been directed by “ the purest desire 
for the public good.” So far as resources could be 
provided by legislative measures, tJeir ordinances 
and decrees were well adapted to meet the public 
exigencies. They authorised Mr. Austin and his 
associate Commissioners to the United States to 
contract a loan of one million of dollars, on govern¬ 
ment bonds of 100,000 dollars each, redeemable in 
not less than five nor more than ten years, and 
bearing interest at ten per cent, per annum. In 
case this securky should not be accepted, authority 
was given to pledge the public lands. To raise a 
revenue, import and tonnage duties were established, 
and the ports of Sabine, Galveston, Brazos, Mata-^ 
gorda, La Baca, and Copano, created sports of entry. 
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A law was passed for opening the several courts of 
justice, appointing clerks and district prosecutors, 
and defining their duties. Judges were appointed 
in their respective municipalities, and instructed to 
hold regular terms of the courts once in three 
months—the observance of the common law of 
England being prescribed in all prosecutions for 
crimes and misdemeanors. Authority was given 
for the purchase of two schooners of twelve guns 
each, and two of six guns each, to form the nucleus 
of a navy, to be commissioned, fitted out, and or¬ 
dered into active service. The Commander-in-chief 
was empowered to accept the services of 5,000 Aux¬ 
iliary, in addition to the local. Volunteers. To each 
volunteer, and, in the event of his death while in 
the service, to his legal representative, a bounty 
was secured of (540 acres of land. The soldiers in 
the regular army were offered a bounty of twenty- 
four dollars—one half to be paid when mustered at 
head-(|uarters, and the other half with the first 
quarterly payment, together with 800 acres of land, 
after obtaining an honorable discharge. It was 
likewise decreed to raise a legion of cavalry, to con¬ 
sist of about 300 men. The military and naval 
forces were to be subject to the same rules and 
regulations that governed the army and navy of the 
. United States. From the house of M‘Kinney and 
Williams, at Quintana, two schooners—the William 
Robins and the Invincible—were pufchased for the 
service of Texas—the first practical step towards 
the formation of the miniature navy which was to 
rendezvous in the Bay of Galvcstan. 

Samuel Houston, who had been appointed Major- 
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General and Commandcr-in^Chief by the Con¬ 
sultation at San Felipe, issued his first proclamation 
from Washington. He invited the citizens of Texas 
to rally in defence of their constitutional rights. 

" Submission to the laws and union among ourselves”— 
said the General—“ will render us invincible; subordination 
and discipline in our army will guarantee to us vicU)ry and 
renowm. Our invader has sworn to exterminate us, or 
sweep us from the soil of Texas. He is vigilant in his work 
of oppression, and has ordered ten thousand men to enforce 
the unhallowed purposes of his ambition. His letters to 
his subalterns in Texas have been intercepted, and his 
plans for onr destruction are disclosed. Departing from 
the chivalrous principles of civilised warfare, he has ordered 
arms to be distributed to a portion of our population, for 
the pui'pose of creating, in the midst of us, a servile war. 
The hopes of the usurper were inspired by a belief that the 
people of Texas were disunited and divided in opinion; 
and that alone has been the cause of the present invasion 
of our rights. He shall realise the fallacy of his hopes, in 
the union of her citizens, and their eternal resistance to his 
plans against Constitutional liberty. We will enjoy our 
birth-right or perish in its defence! 

‘•The services of 5,000 Volunteers will be accepted. 
By the 1st of March next, wc must meet the enemy with 
an army worthy of our cause, and which will reflect honour 
upon freemen. Onr habitations must be , defended; tlie 
sanctity of our hearths must be protected from pollution. 
Liberal Mexicans wiU unite with us ; our countrymen in 
the field have presented an example worthy of imitation.” 

From Washington, General Houston proceeded 
westward to K^fugio and Goliad. Having superin¬ 
tended the formation of a corps at the latter place, 
under Colonel W. J. Fannin, he departed on fur¬ 
lough to Nacogdoches, to treat with the fndkns in 
that neighbourhood. He had been appointed, con- 
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jointly with John Forbes and John Cameron, a 
Commissioner to negociate with the Cherokees and 
their associate bands. By a Resolution of the Le¬ 
gislative Council, passed on the 26th of December, 
the Commissioners were instructed “ in no wise to 
transcend the declaration made by the Consultation 
of !Novend)er, in any of their articles of treaty*—to 
pursue in all things a course of justice and equity 
towards tlic Indians, and to protect all honest claims 
of the whites, agreeably to such laws, com])acls, or 
treaties, as the said Indians may have heretofore 
made with the Republic of Mexico—to provide that 
the Indians shall never alienate their lauds, either 
separately or collectively, except to the Goverament 
of Texas,” and to take such steps as might secure 
their effective co-operation when it should be neces¬ 
sary to summon the force of Texas into the field. 

General Houston, from personal knowledge of 
the tribes, was peculiarly qualified to undertake tlie 
duties of an Indian Mission. Gifted with great 
natural abilities, and possessed of those physical ad¬ 
vantages which command the respect of a rude race, 
united with versatile and persuasive manners, he 
only required a finished education to enable him to 
assume a leading position among popular orators. 
The favourite military pupil of General Jackson, 
he rose from the ranks of the United States army 
to be a representative in Congress for the State 
of Tennessee. Elected Governor of* that State, he 

• I am unable to give the terras of the declaration, but I have 
seen it stated in a Texan journal, that the Consultation “ hastily and 
incoQi^tderately passed a declaration setting forth that the Chero¬ 
kees held their lands in Texas by the same tenure as the whites.' 
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abdicated his office about the year 1828, and domi¬ 
ciliated himself among the Indians cn the borders of 
Texas and Arkansas. He attained the rank of Chief 
among the Cherokees, and appeared in Indian cos¬ 
tume at Washington, during the Session of Congress 
in 1829-30. These singular movements were not 
attiibuted to eccentricity merely;—it was said by 
some that he meditated, in conjunction with tlie 
Indians, an invasion of Texas; and General .Jackson, 
having received information to that elfect, although 
he expressed his firm belief that it was erroneous, 
conveyed private intimation to the Secretary of the 
Territory of Arkansas, to “watch the course of 
things, and keep him constantly advised of any 
movements that might serve to justify the suspicions 
that were entertained.”* The rumoured expedition 
never took place, and the first public appearance of 
Mr. Houston in Texan affairs was as a delegate from 
the Municipality of San Augustine to the Consulta¬ 
tion at San Felipe, in November, 1835. 

I may here notice a phenomenon of the social 
system in the United States, the cause of which is yet 
a mystery to many, notwithstanding the numerous 
publications concerning North American affairs that 
have issued from the press. It is no uncommon 
circumstance for a man who is both a planter and a 
lawyer, or either, to take the command of troops, 
and distinguish himself in the field. Most of the 
leaders in the, Texan revolt, including Houston, 
Travis, T. J. Rusk, and others, united with their mi- 

* Confidential Letter from President Jackson to William Ful¬ 
ton. Esq., Secretary of the territory of Arkanana, dated Washington, 
December 10th, 1830. 
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litary duties the profession of the law. The militia 
service of the Union, especially in the new States, 
tends to make every man familiar with arms,^and 
the general desire for political honours is an induce¬ 
ment to the acquisition of some portion of legal 
knowledge. The militia officers are elected by the 
privates, but the uniform ami organization of the 
force arc tlie same as those of the regular army, 
and, when called into active service, it is paid like 
the Federal troops. In the Atlantic States, where 
its services are very rarely required, its njiscellane- 
oiis musters of mechanics and mercantile people, 
afford a fit subject for the caricaturist; but, in the 
frontier States, the mounted riflemen, composed of 
the robust yeomanry and officered by the ablest and 
most popular planters and professional men, many 
of whom have, perhaps, had a military education at 
West Point, form a description of force not to be 
surpassed in partisan warfare. The necessities of 
the State, or Federal, Government frequently call 
them to the field, and occasionally keep them em- 
Iwdied for months, during which they acquire habits 
of discipline and subordination. Living in rustic 
independence, and inured to the hunter’s life, they 
regard war as a superior kind of excitement, and 
are always ready for action at the summons of their 
country; while, to the younger men, ambition, or 
adventure, is a sufficient stimulus to arm and marcli. 
In Kentucky, especially, a 'favourite* leader, with 
the means of defraying the essential charges of the 
expedition,, could have no difficulty, at any time, in 
raising several thousand soldierly 'associates, to ac¬ 
company him to a new country, where danger was to 
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be dared and glory to be won. And if the enterprise 
were supported by public opinion, it would ultimately 
be a.ccomplished, although successive shoals of ad¬ 
venturers should perish in the attempt. The wave 
that broke ineffectually at first, would be followed by 
others, until, finally, all obstacles were undermined, 
or overwhelmed, by the still returning surge. 

And the training of the Anglo-Americans, which 
qualifies them for extemporaneous war, eminently 
adapts them for cultivating and extending the arts 
of peace. ^ An Englishman usually devotes himstdf 
to a single branch of mechanical or professional in¬ 
dustry, in which, by his steadiness and assiduity, he 
excels all competitors. He manufactures, or directs, 
a specific portion of machinery with unequalled 
skill and unwearied diligence; but there his applica¬ 
bility stops. Transfer him to a different branch of 
the same general occupation, and he is like a fish 
out of water. He is bewildered—he ** canT get on.” 
Not so the American. Everything around him 
is new and changing, and he loves and accommo¬ 
dates himself to novelty and change. He is not 
pains-taking enough to finish off his particular task¬ 
work, in the style of his kinsman of the Old Country; 
but then he is competent to execute any portion of 
the business, at a pinch, and has always an eye to 
becoming, some day or other, superintendent of the 
whole, or embarking on his own account. If he 
build the ship, he does not despair of navigating 
her; at all events, he will not hesitate to try, when 
he has seen how others manage in the nau^cal line. 
It is the facility ‘with which the Anglo-Americans 
mould themselves to circumstances, whatever they 
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may be, added to their habits of reflection and self- 
reliance, that accounts for their pre-eminence in 
colonization.* 

Tlie position of the Indians with whom General 
Houston was commissioned to treat, has been already 
explained. They were intruders from the United 
States, and so far as I have been able to ascertain, 
liad only a possessory title to their lands. Encour¬ 
aged by Cherokee example, several hundred Choc¬ 
taw Indians passed from Natchitoches in 1832-3, 
and located themselves in the municipality of Nacog- 
<lochcs, bringing with them the assurance that many 
more of their tribe contemplated a similar movement. 
In the treaty concluded at the city of Mexico in 
1830, between the Mexican Hepublicand the United 
States, provision was made by the 33rd article, that 

all hostilities and incursions” by the Indians within 
the two Republics, should be reciprocally prevented 
by force. On the 24th of February, 1833, Colonel 
Bean, of the Mexican Cavalry, addressed a com¬ 
plaint from Nacogdoches to the Secretary of War of 
the United States (Lewis Cass), concerning the in- 

* Amidst oil the difficulties attendant on the first settlement in 
Texas, the Colonists provided for their own protection. At Beales* 
settlement in the Rio Grande District, a troublesome, expensive, 
and I may add, ineffective appendage—-a Mexican guard—was re¬ 
quired. Mr. Paulson, who accompanied the first body of emigrants, 
writes thus to the Directors of the Rio Grande Land Company, in 
June 1834. " The Colony has been left in ve^y precarious cir¬ 

cumstances. For their security, they have been obliged to engage 
several armed Mexicans, as a guard to watch day and night, and 
though the General at Matamoros has given his word to Dr, Beales 
to send up fifty soldiers, several months may arrive before they get 
there, and, when arrived, their pay and board will, if not (ulti¬ 
mately )P paid, have to be advanced by the colonists.** 

M 2 
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trusion of the Choctaws, and apprised him of the 
intended entrance of several tribes of the Creek 
nation, located in Florida; requesting that the go¬ 
vernment would not only adopt such measures as 
would prevent future incursions, but also order all 
those Indians already within the province to remove 
to the lands assigned them in the United States. 
“I flatter myself’—wrote Colonel Bean—“with 
the present existing treaties, and the otherwise 
friendly relations subsisting between the two go¬ 
vernments and their citizens, that the President of 
the United States will feel bouna, from his elevated 
political as well as moral character, to arrest and pre¬ 
vent the intentions of the tribe or tribes of the Creek 
Indians, from any and all contemplated ‘incursions,’ 
into the territories of Mexico, and particularly of 
this province. The consequences to its white in¬ 
habitants may prove of a character not only disas¬ 
trous to them, but such as would claim the consi¬ 
deration of every humane and honourable breast.” 
In the spring of 1835, an attempt was made by a 
speculator named Hotchkiss, to purchase a settle¬ 
ment for 20,000 Creek Indians, on Filisola’s Grant 
in Texas; but the scheme was defeated by Mr. 
W. H. Wharton, a public-spirited Texan, who laid 
the facts before President Jackson, by whom an 
** Admonition” was directed to the Creeks, telling 
them that he was bound by treaty with Mexico to 
keep them off the Mexican territory, and declaring 
that he would not permit them to emigrate to Texas. 
The mention of these facts will enable the reader to 
comprehend the'-motives of the United States Go¬ 
vernment, in issuing certain instructions to the Gene- 
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ral in command on the Western frontier during the 
progress of the Texan revolutionary war. 

Wliile intelligence from various quarters con¬ 
veyed assurance to the Texans that Santa Anna was 
f)reparing to march against them, with the deter¬ 
mination to sweep away everything save “ the recol¬ 
lection that tlicy once existed”—their appeals to 
their friends and relatives in the United States had 
not been disregarded. In Louisiana, Tennessee, 
Alabama, Georgia, and other States, money had 
been subscribed, and volunteer companies enrolled, 
to aid their cause. The sums contributed were not 
larffe, nor the number of the auxiliaries consider- 
able, but they arrived at a seasonable time, and 
Avere granted with an enthusiastic spirit. At Court- 
land, in Alabama, a number of young men, in¬ 
cluding some of the highest respectability, who had 
wealth enough to place them above the suggestions 
of interest in the adventure, formed a company, 
called the “ Red Rovers,” and invited a fellow-citi¬ 
zen, Dr. Shackleford, to take the command. This 
gentleman had filled several situations of honour 
and trust in the State of Alabama, and when he 
c!onsented to embark in the cause of Texas, he re¬ 
signed the appointment of receiver of public monies 
at the Land Office at Courtland. He relinquished 
also a medical practice worth from four to five 
thousand dollars per annum, with the society of an 
interesting family and a numerous cirMe of friends, 
and a home where he was familiar with every com¬ 
fort, and a.neighbourhood in which he was respected 
and esteemed. Not only did Dr. Shackleford accept 
the command of the volunteers, he also provided 
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seventy-five stand of arras for their use, at his own 
expense. The company of Red Roveis left Court- 
land on the 12th of December, and arrived at New 
Orleans on the 1st of January, 1836. On the 19th 
of January they landed at Matagorda, remained 
there a fortnight, subsisting on game (some part of 
the time on wcdves), were taken olF by a lighter, 
and carried up the La Baca to Texana. From 
Texana Captain Shackleford sent an express to 
the public authorities, stating that he had led a 
company into the country at their own expense; 
that if they could be of any service to the cause of 
Texas, they pledged themselves to remain in the 
field—^not for a term of three, or six, or twelve 
months, but as long as there was one of their num¬ 
ber left, or so long as there was an enemy to be 
found in the territory. But, if otherwise—^if their 
services were not required—they would return to 
the United States, without subjecting Texas to any 
expenditure. The offer of the Red Rovers was, of 
course, gratefully accepted, and they were ordered 
to join Colonel Fannin at Goliad, where they re¬ 
mained, performing many arduous duties. To the 
Auxiliary Volunteers Fannin tendered this pnident 
counsel:—“Engage not in the political aflairs of 
Texas; leave these things in the hands of those 
whose all is in the soil of the country. They have 
reclaimed a wilderness, under many of the most 
disheartening circumstances, and should be per¬ 
mitted to determine for themselves the proper course 
to pursue. If you propose a permanent* settlement 
in the country, your interest** must prosper or de¬ 
cline as theirs do. If you only come to aid their 
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cause and the rights of man, and intend returning 
to your families, it would be trifling too much with 
the right of sufirage. Mistrust any one who at¬ 
tempts, by whatever means, to draw you into the 
vortex of political discussion.” 

The question whether Texas should continue to 
struggle for the re-establishment of the Federal 
Constitution of 1824, or make a Declaration of In¬ 
dependence, and form a Republican Government— 
was warmly agitated by the Colonists at the close of 
1835. Among the candidates for seats in the Con¬ 
vention to be held on the Ist of March, 1836, some 
declared that, if elected, they would advocate “ the 
propriety of a Declaration of Independence, unless 
a ciiange took place in the political affairs of Mex¬ 
ico while others avowed their intention, “ under 
the present aspect of affaire, to advocate adherence 
to the Constitution of 1824.” 

Demonstrations in favour of independence had 
l)een made at Goliad, Texana, and San Augustine. 
The advocates of this policy maintained that Texas 
was no longer morally or civilly bound by the 
compact of Union, after the subversion of the Fede¬ 
ral Constitution by Santa Anna. They observed, 
that the Anglo-Americans and Mexicans, if not 
primitively a different people, had been rendered 
essentially so by habit, education, and religion. 
The two races could not co* exist. The strong pre¬ 
judices that existed at the first imzhigration, so far 
from being softened and neutralised, had been in¬ 
creased and Confirmed. So long as the colonists of 
Texas belonged to the Mexican hation, their inter¬ 
ests would be endangered, their prosperity cramped, 
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and their tranquillity more or less affected by the 
excitements of that revolutionary people. Of all 
the times for Texas to declare herself independent, 
the present they believed to 1be the most seasonable. 
The causes would fully justify the act, and win the 
approval of an enlightened world. In her present 
temporary and partial organization, she performed 
many acts of sovereignty: why not, then, execute 
them under an appropriate name? They were 
occupied in raising a regular force, but they never 
would have an efficient one until they had an es¬ 
tablished government performing all its functions.* 
The party favourable to the continuance of the 
contest on Federal principles reminded the Colonists 
of their solemn obligations to maintain the Consti¬ 
tution of 1824, and adverted to the stand yet made 
against Centralism by the Mexican Liberals in the 
South, and to the probable hostility of the whole 
Mexican nation, in case they declared their inde¬ 
pendence. They had been told that by a Declaration 
of Independence they could become attached to the 
government of the United States. But had they 
any assurance to that effect? Interference with the 
territory of foreign nations, and all entangling 
alliances, it had ever been the policy of the United 
States to avoid. When Mr. Jefferson purchased 
Louisiana, it produced a tremendous excitement, and 
amounted almost to a severance of the Union. The 
constitutional power of the government to acquire 
foreign territory had ever been denied by the 
Republican party, and it was not probable Jliat any 

* Address of the Committee of Safety and Vigilance at San 
Augustine, December 22nd, 1835. 
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great change had taken place on that subject. The 
manufacturing interest, it was well known, was op¬ 
posed to the acquisition of territory to the South; 
and these things, taken in consideration with tlie 
good faith that should be observed between govern¬ 
ments, would, no doubt, induce the government of 
the United States to decline admitting Texas into 
the Union. What then would be their situation ? 
An independent people, composed of about 60,000 
inhabitants, deeply in debt, and not a dollar in the 
treasury 

4 / 

Communications were received, in the beginning 
of January, 1836, from Stephen Austin, who was 
then at New Orleans, where he had concluded a 
loan for 200,000 dollars, and expected to procure 
another for 40,000 or 50,000. , In two of his letters 
published in the T^an newspapers at the time, he 
explained his views respecting a declaration of in¬ 
dependence. He had always, he stated, been very 
cautious in involving the pioneers and actual settlers 
of Texas by any act of his, until he was fully and 
clearly convinced of its necessity, and of their ca¬ 
pacity to sustain it. He had considered it his duty 
to be prudent, and even to control his own impulses 
and feelings, which had long been impatient under 
the state of things that had existed in Texas, and 
in favour of a speedy and radical change. When 
he left the country, he was of opinion that it was 
premature to stir the question of * independence, 
although he wished to see the Colonists free from 
the trammels of religious intolerance and other 

* Address to the People by James K?l’r, Member of the Legis¬ 
lative Council of Texas. San Felipe de Austin, January 4th, 1836. 
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anti-republican restrictions. But, since his arrival 
in New Orleans, he had received information that 
induced him to think the time had come for Texas 
to assert her natural rights. He had not heard of 
any movement by the Mexican Federal party in 
favour of Texas and the Constitution of 1824. On 
the contrary, according to the latest news from 
Vera Cruz and Tampico, that party had united 
with Santa Anna to put down the Texans. SantH 
Anna was, by the last accounts, at San Luis Potosi, 
marching witli a large force against Texas. Om* 
course, therefore, alone was left them—an absolute 
Declaration of Independence. Had it not been f<,*r 
the firm belief of the lenders that such a Declaration 
would be made by the Convention, when it should 
meet in March, they could not have obtained their 
loan. Whatever difference of opinion there might 
have been as to the time for this move, he ho})ed 
there would be none now. And ** should a Decla¬ 
ration of Independence be made, there ought to be 
no limits prescribed, on the South, West, or North- 
West: the field should be left open fir exCendiug 
beyond the Rio , Grande, and to Chihuahua and 
New Mexico.” 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Texan prospects at the opening of the year 1836—Removal of tlie 
Prunsiunal Governor—Message of his Successor—Projected 
attack on Matamoros—Mexican Expedition against Texas— 
Military Outrages—March of Santa Anna to Bexar—Attack on 
the Alamo—Capture of the Fort and Slaughter of the Garrison 
—Colonel Crockett—Convention at Washington—Declaration 
of Independence —President BurnePe Address—Fate of King 
and his Party—Battle of the Coleto—Surrender of Fannin — 
Massacre of Texan Prisoners—Advance of Santa Anna—Battle 
of San Jacinto—Evacuation of Texas by the Invading Army. 

The year 183(1 opened with inauspicious prospects 
for Texas. At a time when unanimity seemed 
essential to the existence of the Colonists, dissension 
broke out in the govei’nment. In a message trans¬ 
mitted to the General Council at San Felipe on the 
loth of January, Governor Smith assumed the right 
to exercise certain powers with regard to the Coun¬ 
cil, which that body considered a dangerous inva¬ 
sion of its privileges. On the same day, the Council, 
by resolutions unanimously adopted, declared the 
office of Governor vacant, and called upon the Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor, James W. Robinson, to discharge 
the duties of the same, according to the provisions 
of the second article of the Organic Law, creating a 
Provisional Government. • 

In his message to the Council on the 14th of 
January, the acting Governor, ^fter expressing his 
conviction that the General Council ought to remain 
in Session until the meeting of the Convention on 
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the 1st of March, invited attention to matters of 
immediate public interest. The regular army, he 
obsei*ved, had not yet been recruited and filled up, 
and the enemy was preparing a more formidable 
force than they had yet encountered for an invasion 
early in the .spring. The organization of an efficient 
army, and means for its support, would continue to 
form the object of their care, and considerations of 
economy demanded the reduction of a superfluous 
number of officers in the regiment of artillery. The 
closing of the land offices by the General Con¬ 
sultation had been attended with embarrassments to 
the honSr fide settler; he therefore suggested the 
expediency of providing by law for the disposition 
of public lands to actual settlers then in Texas, or 
who might emigrate thither and settle on their 
locations, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Organic Law and laws of colonization; and that 
those citizens whose titles were not fully perfected 
should be autliorised to receive them, under proper 
rules and regulations. It was also desirable that 
measures should be adopted for accelerating the or¬ 
ganization of the judiciary, providing for the de¬ 
fence of the coast, and for rendering maritime inter¬ 
course more secure by surveys of the several ports. 
The rate of import duty being, in his opinion, too 
high, as the country was then situated, he recom¬ 
mended that ten and fifteen per cent, be levied and 
collected, instead of the existing charges of fifteen 
and twenty-five per cent.—^it being their interest to 
attract capital and. emigrants by affording ^ to both 
all the facilities in <their power. As two vessels had 
been purchased for the public service, and two more 
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expected through their agents abroad, a corps of 
marines should he created and got ready for service 
without delay. The district in or near Red River 
required tlie establishment of municipalities, with 
suitable officers for the administration of justice*, 
and tlie formation of a mail route to ^Nacogdoches. 
R(*lief was due to those who liad suffered in person 
or property by the siege of Bexar, and to the widows 
and orphans of the heroic men who had fallen in 
defence of the rights and liberties of the people. 
As important and necessary steps, he submitted to 
the consideration of the Council the necessity of 
proceeding by law for the protection of the vested 
rights and privileges of the citizens who were settled, 
or who had claims to lands, within or ncAir the settle¬ 
ment of the Cherokee and other Indian tribtys, and 
the appointment of a Commissioner to act in the 
place of General Houston, whose military duties had 
withdrawn him from <k)-operating with his col¬ 
leagues. The happiness, the liberty, nay, the very 
existence of the Anglo-American population in Texas 
being dependent on the vigorous prosecution of the 
war against the Mexican Centralists and Santa 
Anna, he urged “ the immediate reduction of the 
town of Matamoros and its dependencies, together 
with all places on or near the Rio Grande,” wffiich 
would greatly accelerate their future operations, and 
enable tliem to carry the war into the. enemy’s coun¬ 
try, or conclude an honourable aild,advantageous 
peace. 

The ^eduction of Matamoros had been recom¬ 
mended to the Governor and Ctmhcil (without due 
consideration of the difficulties to be surmounted) 
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by P. Dimitt, Commandant of Goliad, in a letter 
dated from that place on the 2nd of December, 1835. 
Besides the transference of hostilities to the Mexican 
frontier, it was proposed to secure, by the capture 
of Mataraoros, the large revenues of the port, esti¬ 
mated at 100,000 dollai*s monthly. This town, 
with a population of from six to eight thousand, in¬ 
cluding a considerable number of English and Ame¬ 
rican traders, was the seat of a thriving commcrc(i 
with the interior of Mexico—forwarding merchan¬ 
dise, by means of mules, even beyond Santa Fe, and 
receiving in return, by the same mode of convey¬ 
ance, gold and silver, coined and in bars, furs, pro¬ 
visions, and other valuable and useful commodities. 
Flushed with the successes of the late campaign, 
entertaining a profound contempt for the Mexicans, 
and tempted by the richness of the prize, the Texans 
rashly embarked in an undertaking for which their 
means were altogether inadequate, and which they 
could not attempt without injuriously diminishing 
their defensive resources. Colonel Fannin, the 
government agent, announced an expedition to the 
West, and ordered the volunteers from Bexar, Goliad, 
Velasco, and elsewhere, to redezvous at San Patricio* 
between the 24th and 27th of January, and report 
to the officer in command. Colonel Francis W. 
Johnson, who commanded at Bexar, on the retire¬ 
ment of General Burieson, was authorised by the 
government to lead the volunteers in the projected 
enterprise. 

On the 1st of January, 200 of the volunteers 
stationed at Bexari had marched for Goliad, on 
their way to the rendezvous at San Patricio, under 
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the command of Colonel (Doctor) Grant. On the 
preceding day, a meeting‘of part of the garrison 
had been held, at ■which resolutions were passed, 
approving of Lieutenant-Colonel Neil as Command¬ 
ant, in the absence of Colonel Johnson, and declar¬ 
ing it “ highly essential that the fisting army 
should remain in Bexar.” This declaration was in 
condemnation of the movement against Matamoros, 
which stripped Bexar of two-thirds of its defenders, 
with the gi-eater portion of the winter sup]>ly of 
ammunition, clothing, and provisions. On the 14th 
of January, Colonel Neil forwarded an express to 
the Provisional Government, intimating that a num¬ 
ber of families were removing from Bexar, in appre¬ 
hension of the advance of the Mexican armv, of 
whose motions they could obtain no certain intelli¬ 
gence, owing to the want of horses. The volunteers 
that had engaged to serve for two or four months 
under Burleson or Johnson, had stijuilated for 
monthly payment; but the money not being forth¬ 
coming, several had withdrawn, reducing the effec¬ 
tive force under Colonel Neil to seventy-five men, 
which he feared would experience a farther diminu¬ 
tion. Unless they were reinforced and victualled, 
it was the opinion of the Commandant that they 
must become an easy prey to the enemy, in case of 
attack. Along with this missive to the government, 
a requisition for aid of men and horses had been 
despatched to the Committee of Safety at Gonzalez. 
The imprudence of leaving the strongest and most 
important post in Texas in the condition described 
by Colonel Neil, is obvious. It* was eventually 
productive of calamitous results, not compensated 
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by any advantages arising out of the Matamoros 
scheme, which was abandoned, in consequence of 
disagreement among the parties who had undertaken 
to carry it through. All the Bexar volunteers under 
Grant, with the exception of about fifty, left hini, 
having heardj^hathis object was plunder, and joined 
tlie force at Goliad, while Grant himself, who was 
subsequently joined by some twenty men under 
Jolmson, proceeded on a foray for horses and cattle 
in the direction of Matamoros. 

On the 1st of February elections were held for 
delegates to the General Convention, which was to 
meet at Washington, on the Brazos, on the 1st of 
March. In all the municipalities the choice of the 
people fell upon those candidates who were in favour 
of an absolute Declaration of Independence. 

On the very day of the election of the delegates, 
the President of the Mexican Republic, General 
Santa Anna, set out from Saltillo, in Coabuila, for 
Monclova, on his route to the Rio (Grande, where 
an army of 8,000 men, composed of the best troops 
of Mexico, and commanded by the most experienced 
officers, was to be assembled for the purpose of ex¬ 
terminating the rebels and driving the Anglo-Ame¬ 
ricans out of Texas. Santa Anna’s confidential 
adviser was his aid-de-camp, Colonel Almonte, 
whose statistical researches in 1834 were now to be 
rendered available for uprooting, instead of plant¬ 
ing, colonies. •Second in command to Santa Anna, 
was General Vicente Filisola (by birth an Italian), 
a veteran of the Mexican revolution; attached to 
the army were also Generals Sesma, Urrea, Gaona, 
Tolsa, Andrade, Woll and Cos, the last of whom 
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violated the conditions of the first article of his capi¬ 
tulation at Bexar, by which he and his officers were 
permitted to retire with their arms and private 
property into the interior of the republic, “ under 
parole of honour that they would not in any way 
oppose the re-establishment of the Fe^ral Consti¬ 
tution of 1824.” The artillery, of which there was 
an unusually large train, including mortars, was 
commanded by Colonel AmpUdia; the engineer 
operations were directed by Colonel Luis Tola. 
There was an immense mass of baggage, with 
several thousand mules and horses for its transport; 
indeed all the preparations were upon a scale of 
grandeur that contrasted strangely with the con¬ 
temptuous terms in which the heads and promoters 
of the expedition spoke of the people whose de¬ 
struction it was intended to accomplish.* Mexican 
emissaries had been despatched to the north-eastern 
frontier of Texas, to obtain the co-operation of the 
Indians on both sides of the line; and remonstrances 
against the interference of its citizens in “ a question 
entirely domestic” had been addressed by the Mex¬ 
ican minister of foreign affairs to the government 
of the United States. To deter the Americans from 
furnishing assistance to the Texans, the Mexican 
consul in New Orleans gave notice, by direction of 
the acting secretary of state, that the supreme go- 
vemraent-of Mexico;had ordered the enforcement 
of a decree, which declared that armed'foreigners 
landing on the-coast of the republic, or invading 

* According to General Filis61a*a account of the campaign, there 
VTM an immense number of women in the wake of the army 
—Ai irnmenm tiumtro de mugeres qve siguen of ejercito.** 
VOL. Il, N 
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its territory by land, being citizens of no nation 
with which Mexico was at war, would be deemed 
pirates and dealt with as such; and that a like 
punishment would be awarded to all foreigners who 
should introduce, either fiy sea or land, arms or 
ammunition of any kind for the use of the rebels.^ 
In consequence of the representations of the Mexican 
government on the one side, and the friends of the 
revolted colonists on the other, the executive of the 
United States directed its agents to employ every 
measure permitted by the laws for the preservation 
of neutrality on the south-western frontier of Louis- 
. iana, and for the arrest of all individuals who 
might be engaged under the orders of General Santa 
Anna in exciting the Indians to war A letter 
from the Secretary of War to Major-General Gaines, 
of tlie United States Army, dated January 23rd, 
1836, directed him to assume the personal command 
of all the troops of the United States that were, or 
might be, employed on the Mexican boiradary, for 
the purpose of resisting by force any attempt of the 
contending parties to cross the frontier in arms, and 
for preventing hostile incursions of the Indians into 
Texas. He was also charged to render such assist¬ 
ance as the law prescribed, when called upon by the 
civil authority to aid in enforcing the ncutrdl duties 
of the United States. 

On the 12th of February General Santa Anna 
arrived at the flio Grande, whera he halted until the 
16th. As early as the 6th, inibrmadon of his move- 

♦ Circular beartng date 30tli beoemher, 1835, Mdrewied by 
the Secretary of the bepartmeut of War and Marine CTt^niel) to 
the Civil and Military Commandants of the Mexican Republic. 
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ments had reached the Colonists at San Patricio. 
Don PlacMo sAavides, a Mexican Federalist, in> 
formed the advanced division of the Volunteer Army 
at this place, that the troops at Matamoros amounted 
to 1,000 men, and forces were gathering rapidly 
iu all directions. Military violence had repressed 
the popular feeling in favour of the Constitution of 
1824, which prevailed among the inhabitants of 
Tamaulipas and the Rio Gbnnde. The whole 
country was given up to the troeps, and the most 
atrocious outrages were tolerated, to induce them to 
press forward with ardour.* On the 7th of Febru¬ 
ary, Colonel Fannin wrote to tlie Provisional Go¬ 
vernment, enclosiugthe despatch from San Patricio, 
and complaining of the apathy of the Colonists who 
remained at home, calculating upon the end(*avours 
of their volunteer friends, many of whom had been 
in the field since November, without pay, and were 
then nearly naked. He urged the absolute necessity 
of providing coarse clothing, shoes, &c., for the 
troops first in service, and the immediate supply 
of ammunition. He had sent a detachment to San 
Patricio to bring oif the artillery, and order a con¬ 
centration of the troops at Goliad, and he intended 
to provide for the defence of that post and Bexar, 

* “ To raise fimds and provisions, Cos qaiues esdi person to 
give an inventory of all he possesses, with valuation of «ich article, 
on which he demands one per cent, every tweot^jf days. He then 
sends two men to make the appraisement over le^ain, and, if their 
return be higher, he dmna&ds three per cent, in lieu of one. Each 
family has ajso to furnish, a famega of corn every twenty days, 
and Ae women are made to grind it, without respect to station. 
His soldiers have assassinated many of the most influoatial citizens, 
and their wives and daughters are violated.***-^l)e<p<tfc^./hm Sm 
Patricio^ signed ** Robert Monrie** 

N 2 
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keeping open a communication with the colonics. 
“ In conclusion,’* he said, ** let lA implore you to 
lose no time and spare no expense in spreading tliese 
tidings throughout Texas, and ordering out the mili¬ 
tia in mass; and spare us, in God’s name, from 
elections in camp—Organize at home, and march 
forward in order. * * * Look well to our coast 

—^now is the time to use our small navy, and that 
to advantage; and unless soon afloat, we may fear 
the worst.” Another communication, dated “head¬ 
quarters, Goliad, Februaiy 16th,” was received by 
the government from Fannin, in wliieh lie infoinied 
them that the enemy intended to enter the country 
in three divisions—one to take Bexar, under Gene¬ 
rals Sesma, Filisola, and Cos; one against Goliad, 
under Urrea; and the third under Santa Anna 
himself; which, after aiding, if required, in the 
reduction of Bexar and Goliad, was to proceed di¬ 
rectly into the heart of the colonies. He requested 
them to send from twelve to fifteen hundred men 
immediately to Bexar, with plenty of provisions, and 
from five to eight hundred to Goliad, with like stores, 
and then, with an army of reserve on the Colorado, 
all would be well. “ Go ahead—rely on yourselves 
and the arms of your men. No aid need be expected 
from Mexicans.” 

General Santa Anna moved firom the Rio Grande 
in the aft;emoon of the 16th, and at half-past twelve 
o’clock pn thd23rd halted on the heights of the Ala- 
san, near San Antonio de Bexar.* The whole of the 
invading army was ordered to concentrate at this 
place, with the exception of a division under General 

* Manuscript Journal of the Campaign, by Coloiiel Almonte, 
found on tbe battle-Md of San Jaemto by Dr Anion Jouei. 
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Urrea, which had marched from Matamoros for San 
Patricio, the Irish settlement on the river Nueces. 
At two o’clock, according to Colonel Almonte’s 
Journal, the Mexican army resumed its march— 
“The President and liis staff in the van. The 
enemy, as soon as the march of the division was 
seen, hoisted the tri-coloured (Mexican) flag, with 
two stars, designed to represent Coahuila and Texas. 
The President, with all his staff, advanced to the 
burying-groimd. The enemy lowered his flag and 
fled, and Bexar was occupied without firing a shot. 
At 3 p.M. the enemy filed off to the fort of the 
Alamo, where there were some pieces of artiller}’-, 
among them one eighteen pounder. It appeared 
they had 130 men.*’ 

The Texan force in the Alamo was under the 
command of William Barrett Travis, who, on tlie 
appearance of the Mexicans on the 23rd, sent an 
express to San Felipe, soliciting men and provisions, 
and declaring that their little garrison would defend 
the place to the last. In another letter of tlie 24th, 
Travis avowed his determination never to suirender 
or retreat, although the enemy threatened to put 
the garrison to the sword unless they surrendered 
at discretion. He therefore appealed to the people 
of Texas and the Anglo-Americans, in the name of 
liberty, of patriotism, and everything dear to their 
character, to come to his aid with all despatch. 
Should this call be neglected, he wa* determined to 
sustain himself as long as- possible, and <iie like a 
soldier, ^ho never forgets what is due to his own 
honour and that of his country. • “ The Lord,” he 
adds, is on our side. When the enemy appeared 
in sight, we had not three bushels of com. We 
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have since found, in deserted houses, eighty or 
ninety bushels, and got within the walls twenty or 
thirty head of beeves.” 

The Convention of Delegates for Texas, in¬ 
vested with plenary powers,* met at Washington on 
the Brazos, on the 1st of March, and chose Richard 
Ellis, delegate from Red River, president. On the 
2nd, General Houston, who was confirmed in his 
appointment as Commander-in-Ohief, and who ap¬ 
peared as a delegate for the municipality of Refugio, 
issued a proclamation, announcing that war was 
“ Imaging on the frontier,” and Bexar besieged by 
2,000 of the enemy, while the garrison was only 150 
strong. “ The citizens of Texas must rally to the 
aid of our army, or it will perish. Independence is 
declared —^it must be maintained. Immediate action, 
united with valour, alone can achieve the great work. 
The services of all are forthwith required in the 
field.” 

Travis claimed to have repulsed the enemy in two 
attacks, on the 25th, and the night of that day, with 
considerable loss. The transactions from the 25th 
of February to the 4th of March are thus recorded 
in Almonte’s Journal:— 

Thursday» 25ih .—The firing from our batteries was 
commenced early. The General-in-CHef, with the bat¬ 
talion de Cazadores, crossed the river and jested themselves 
in the Alamo; that is to say, in the hotises near the fort. A 
new fortification* was commenced by us near the house of 
M'MuUezf. In the random firing, the enemy wounded 
four of the Cazadores de Matamoros battalion, and two of 
the battalion of Jtimenes, and killed one corporal and a sol¬ 
dier of the battalion of Matamoros. Our firb ceased in the 
afternoon. In the night two batteries were erected by us 
on the. other side of the river, in the Alameda of the 
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Alamo; the battalion of Matamoros was aloo posted there, 
and tho cavalry was posted on the hills to the east of the 
enemy, and in the road from Gonzalez at the Casa Mata 
Antigua. ^Vt half-past cloven at night we retired. Uhe 
enemy in the night burnt the straw and wooden houses in 
their vicinity, but did not attempt to set lire with their 
guns to those in our rear. A strong north wind com¬ 
menced at nine at night. 

Friday, —The northern wind continued very 

strong; the thermometer fell to 39°, and during the rest 
of the day remained at 60°. At daylight there was a slight 
skirmish betw'cen the enemy and a smidl party of the di\i‘ 
sion of the east, under the command of Generjil Sesma. 
During tho day the firing from our cannon w'as continued. 
T’he enemy did not reply except now and then. At night 
the enemy l3umt the small houses near the parapet of 
tho battalion of San Luis, on the other side of the river. 
Some sentinels were advanced. In the course of the day 
tho enemy sallied out for wood and water, and were op¬ 
posed b)' our mai'ksinen. T he northern wind continues. 

“ Saturday, tilth. —Lieutenant Meuciuud was sent with 
a party of men for corn, cattle, and hogs, to the farms of 
Scgiiin and Floies. It W’as determined to cut ofi'tlie water 
fjoju the enemy on the side next the old mill. There was 
litth* filing from either side during the day. The enemy 
worked hard all day to repair some intrenchments. In 
the aftemoon the President was observed by the enemy, 
and fired at. In the night a courier was desj)atched to 
3M(‘xieo, informing the Ciovernment of tlie taking of Ilexar. 

“ Sunday, 28^^.—News received that a reinforcement of 
200 men was coming to the enemy by the road from La 
Bahia. I1ie cannonading was continued. 

“ Mondcry, 20^A.—In the afternoon, the battalion of Al- 
leude took post at the east of the Alam«. The President 
reconnoitred. At midnight General Sesma Idfe the camp 
w'ith the cavah’y of Dolores and the infantry of Allende, 

meet the enemy coming from Tia Bahia to the relief of 
he Alamo. • 

^ Tuesday, March ls<.—Early in the morning General 
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Sesma wrote from tlic Mission of Espada that there was no 
enemy, or traces of any, to be discovered. The cavalry and 
infantry returned to camp. At twelve o’clock the Presi¬ 
dent went out to reconnoitre the mill site to the north¬ 
west of the Alamo. Colonel Ampudia was commissioned 
to construct more trenches. In the afternoon the enemy 
fired two twelve-poimd shots at the house of the President, 
one of which struck it. 

” Wednesday, 2nd .—Information was received that there 
was corn at the farm of Seguin, and Lieutenant Menehard 
with a party sent for it. The President discovered in the 
afternoon a covered road within pistol-shot of the Alamo, 
and posted the battalion of Ximenes there. 

“ Thursday, 3r<f.—The enemy fired a few’^ cannon and 
musket shot at the city. I wrote to Mexico, directiiiu mv 
letters to be sent to Bexar —that bfifore threr rnonlfus- fi. 
campaign would be ended. Iho General-in-Chief wens' 
out to reconnoitre. A battery was erected on the jiorth ol 
the Alamo, witliin pistol shot. Official deyjiatches wpix' 
received from Urrea, announcing that he had routed the 
Colonists of San Patricio*, killing sixteen, and taking 
twenty-one prisoners. The bells were rung. The bat¬ 
talions of Zapadores, Aldama, and I’oluca arrived. The 
enemy attempted a sally in the night, at the sugar mill, 
but were repulsed by our advance. 

“ Friday, ^th .—Commenced firing early, which the ene¬ 
my did not return. In the afternoon one or tw'o shots w^re 
fired by them. A meeting of Generals and Colonels was 
held. After a long conference, Cos, CastriUon, and others, 
were of opinion that the Alamo should be assaulted after 
the arrival of two twelve-pounders expected on the 7 th 
instant. The President, General Ramirez Sesma, and 
myself, were of opinion that the twelve-pounders should 
not be waited for, but* the assault made* In this state 
tilings remlined, the General not coming to any definite 
resolution.” 

* The settlement of Irish Catholic families on the Nueces. 
Power and M'Gloine’s settlements were entirely broken up by the 
war. 



CHAP. XII.] 


SIEOE OF THB ALAMO. 


lU 


A letter from Travis to the President of the Con- 
vcntion at Washington, dated 3rd of March, supplies 
the events subsequent to the 25th of February, as 
they were viewed by the besieged :— 

“ From the 25th to the present date the enemy have 
kept np a bombardment from two howitzers (one a five-and- 
a-half inch, and the other an eight-inch), and a heavy 
cannonade from two long nine-ponnders mounted on a bat¬ 
tery on the opposite side of the river, at die distance of 
four hundi’ed yards fxpm our walls. During this period 
the enemy have been busily employed in encircling us with 
intrenched cncjimpments at the following distances:—in 
Boxar, 400 yiirds west; in Lavillcta, 300 yards south; at 
the powder-house, 1000 yards east by south; on the ditch, 
800 yards north-cast; and at the old miU, 800 yards north. 
Notwithstanding all this, a company of thirty-two men from 
Gonzalez made their way to us on the morning of the 1st 
instant, at three o’clock, and Colonel J. B. Bonham (a cou¬ 
rier from the same place) got in this morning at 11 o’clock. 

“ 1 have so fortified the place that the walls arc generally 
liroof against cannon balls, and 1 stiU continue to intrench 
in the inside, and strengthen the walls by tluowing np 
tlic earth. At least 200 shells have fallen inside our walls 
■without having injured a single man; indeed vre have 
been so fortunate as not to lose a man from any cause, 
and wc have killed many of the enemy. The spirits of my 
men are still high, although they have had much to depress 
them. ♦ * * ♦ 

“ Colonel .Fannin is said to be on the march to this place 
with remforcements; but I fear it is not true, as I have 
repeatedly sent to him for aid without receiving any. Co¬ 
lonel Bonham, my special messenger, arrived at La Baliia 
(Goliad) fourteen days ago, with a request for aid; and on 
the arrival of the enemy in Bexar, 1 sent arl express to 
Colonel Fannin, which reached Goliad on the next day, 
urging hiti to send on reinforcements— nofie have yet arrived. 
I look to the Colonies alone for aid; amless it arrive soon, 
I shall have to fight the enemy on his own’ terms. I will. 



186 


TEXAS. 


[i*OOK II. 


however, do the best I can under the circumstances; and 
1 feel con^dent that the determined spirit and desperate 
courage heretofore evinced by my men will not fail them 
in the last struggle j and although they may be sacrificed 
to the vengeance of a Gothic enemy, the victory will cost 
that enemy so dear, that it will be worse than a defeat. 

** I hope your honourable body will hasten on reinforce¬ 
ments, ammunition, and provisions to our aid as soon as 
possible. We have provisions for twenty days for the men 
we have : our supply of ammunition is limited. At least 
500 lbs. of cannon powder, and 200 rounds of six, nine, 
twelve, and eighteen pound balls, ten kegs of rifle powder, 
and a supply of lead should be sent to this place without 
delay under a sufiicient guard. If these things are promptly 
sent, and large reinforcements are hastened to this frontier, 
this neighbourhood will be the great and decisive battle¬ 
ground. Xlie power of Santa Anna is to be met here or 
in the colonies: we had better meet it here than to suffer 
a war of desolation to rage in our settlements. A blood- 
red banner waves from the church of Bexar, and in the 
camp above ns, in token that the war is one of vengeance 
against rebels: they have declared us such, and demanded 
that we should surrender at discretion, or this garrison 
should be put to the sword. ITieir threats have had no in¬ 
fluence on me or my men, but to make all fight with despe¬ 
ration, and with that high-souled courage which character¬ 
izes the patriot, who is willing to die in defence of his 
country’s liberty and his own honour. 

" The citizens of this municipality are all our enemies, 
except those who joined us heretofore; we have but three 
Mexicans in the fort. Those who have not joined us in this 
extremity shotdd be declared public enemies, and their 
property should aid in defraying the expenses of the war. 

The bearer of this will give your honourable body 
a statemeuji more in detail, should he escape through the 

enemy’s lines.— God and Texas ! Viciory or Death ! ” 

n 

Reinforcements .were arriving daily to *Santa 
Anna, until the foree at Bexar amounted to more 
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than 4,000 men, witli all the means and appliances of 
war. For Travis and his little hand, cooped within 
the walls of what one of the Mexican generals (Fi- 
lisola) aptly termed the barrack {del cuarteT) of 
the Alamo, there came no succour. Real and feigned 
attacks, a heavy bombardment, and the necessity of 
procuring wood and water outside the fort, wore 
down the physical energies of the garrison, but did 
not subdue their spirit. Soon after midnight on 
the 6th of March, the Mexican army, commanded 
by Santa Anna in person, surrounded the fort, for 
the purpose of taking it by storm, cost what it might. 
The cavalry formed a circle around the infantry, for 
the double object of pricking them on, and prevent¬ 
ing the escape of the Texans. Long before dayliglit, 
the Mexicans advanced towards the Alamo, amidst 
tlie discharge of musketry and cannon. Twice re¬ 
pulsed in their attempt to scale the walls, they were 
again impelled to the assault by the exertions of 
their officers, until, borne onward by the pressure 
from behind, they mounted the walls, and, in the 
expressive language of an eye-witness,' “ tumbled 
over like sheep.” Then commenced the last strug¬ 
gle of the garrison. Travis received a shot and fell 
as he stood on the trails, cheering on his men. 
When he dropped, a Mexican officer rushed forward 
to despatch him. Summoning up his powers for a 
final efffirt, Travifei mpt his assailant with a thrust of 
his sword, and both expired together. The brave 
defend^fs of the fort, overborne by mnldtudeSj and 
unable ki the throng to load their fire-arms, con¬ 
tinued the combat with the but-^d of their rifles^ 
until only seven ii^ere left, and these were refused 
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quarter. Of all the persons in the place, no more tlian 
two were spared—Mrs. Dickerson and the negro ser¬ 
vant of the Commandant, Major Evans, of the artil¬ 
lery, was shot while in the act of firing a train, to 
blow up the magazine, by order of Travis. Co¬ 
lonel James Bowie, who had been confined several 
days by sickness, was butchered in his bed, and his 
remains savagely mutilated. The rudest form of 
sepulture was denied the dead. Their bodies were 
strfpped, thrown into a heap, and burnt, after being 
subjected to brutal indignities, in the perpetiution 
of which General Santa Anna has been charged 
with being a leading instrument *. The obstinate 
resistance of the garrison, and the heavy price which 
they exacted for the surrender of their lives, had ex¬ 
asperated the Mexicans to a pitch of rancorous fury, 
at which all considerations of decency and humanity 
were forgotten. I have seen no authenticated state¬ 
ment of their loss. In Neweirs account of the re¬ 
volution it is set down at 1,500; but this seems to 
be considerably over the mark, as, previous to the 
storming of the fort, the artillery was the only arm 
employed, and it may be presumed that Santa 
Anna’s troops would not venture needlessly within 
range of the Texan rifles. 

- With the exception of the reinforcement of 
thirty-two men from Gonzalez, neai*ly all the gar¬ 
rison of the Alamo were Auxiliary Volifnteers. In 
a list of 115, four are described as Irish j four Eng¬ 
lish, two Scots, and one Wdish; the remainder were 

c • 

* “ Santa Anna, when the body of Major ^fas '^inted 
out to him, drew his di^k and stabb^ it twnbe'in the breast.*’— 
Hevolutim in the Rev* Chesief^NeioeU: 
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from different parts of the United States. Colonels 
Travis and Bowie had been several years in Texas. 
Among the slain there was one who, surrounded by 
a heap of the fallen enemy, displayed even in death 
the freshness of the hunter’s aspect, and whose ec¬ 
centricities, real or reputed, have familiarized Eng¬ 
land with his name—David Crockett of Tennessee, 
a character such as could only have been produced 
and perfected within the limits of his own country. 

The whole man, physical and mental, was of 
frontier growth. His playthings from infancy were 
the axe and the rifle. Few among his youthful 
companions displayed more activity and strength; 
none aimed his piece with a steadier hand or truer 
eye. In the metaphorical eulogy of the western 
woodsmen, he was morethan “ a horse,”—^he was “a 
steam-boat” During the war of 1812 David took 
up arms for his country, and fought bravely, though 
no admirer of parade or drill. After the war, he 
turned to industrious pursuits, and was a successful 
hunter and thriving planter. Hospitality kept cheer¬ 
ful watch at his door, and the wayfarer was ever 
welcome to a plentiful meal, and a glass of “ old 
Monongahela.” 

The ambition to be politically distinguished, 
which prevails wherever free institutions are esta¬ 
blished, is, pi^haps, a more active passion in new 
states than in oM. C^^ett di4 not escape the gene¬ 
ral mania fon publip 1^. His consaience told him 
that he was an honeat man, and rumour and the news- 
papers strangely lied if there were many of the same 
stamp in the gteok iiimse at Wa^ihgton. Reforms 
were wanting—there was no question of that—but 
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meaii9 were essential to an end, and sound reforms 
demanded clean-handed legislators. David felt that 
he had a call. He had mastered tlae “ varmint” 
of the woods—“ coon,” bear, and panther—and why 
should he not use up” the prowlers that preyed 
upon the commmiwealth ?—The great Tennessee 
hunter determined to “ run for Congress.” 

The stump ctf a tree is frequently the rostrum of 
a western orator; hence Ihe name of “stump 
speeches” has been given in the States to those 
morsels of eloquence which are seasoned and sauced 
exclusively for the popular palate. Possessed of 
robust health and powerful lungs, backed by never- 
feltering perseverance, Crockett was a giant on the 
stump. If poor in classical lore, he was aiBuent in 
the figures and phraseology of life in the West. After 
a long and arduous struggle, he was chosen a 
member of Congress for Tennessee. 

His career as a patriotic legislator disappointed his 
hopes, and fell fer short of his electiemeerkig promises. 
When he entered Congress he imagined that his 
prowess as a hunter and a wrestler would inspire his 
opponents with awe, and enable him to shoulder the 
state waggon out of the ruts by a few prompt and 
dexterous heaves; but he found difliiculties at Wash¬ 
ington which he never contemplated when an 
aspirant for represaitative honours. The first thing, 
he sahil, that ^ bother^^*^ him were the Congressional 
rules and ordcae, and ^ what thnse HBjSeaHy things 
were made for he cotlld not reckon, for they did no- 
good.” If he ha^^ened to dan^e these rules and 
orders, and then got in a “fair tack,his: tongue 
did not wag so glibly as it used to, do on'ihe slnmp. 
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and he frequently found himself short of breath and 
his knees weak when he attempted to harangue the 
House. He could not understand this, but he found 
it was so day after day. He often looked round to 
see if there were any man bigger and stronger than 
himself to produce this quaking, for, until then, 
none but a stronger man than himself could shake 
his nerve. His visions of reform, one after another, 
vanished, for he could not make the members listen 
to his reasoning, He began to suspect that be had 
different work to do than when he used to go “a 
gunning.” Often as he might hit a political wild 
cat, the ** crittur” held out, as if it had nine times the 
nine lives attributed to grimalkin. 

Many an odd saying and grotesque story was 
fathered on “ Colonel Crockett,” whose mciness of 
speech and manners was, however, spoiled by mixing 
in political society. He lost the wild originality of 
frontier, without acquiring the polish or spright¬ 
liness of city, life. Still, Washington had its 
attractions, and he was anxious to retain his place 
in the legislature; but he must have his own way, 
and would: not submit to be trammelled; the con¬ 
sequence of which was that his constituents chose a 
more pliable candidate, This was a heavy blow to 
David, who had been for years a ** lion,” and to 
whom excitement of some kind was indispensable. 
Disgusted with politics and irritated by public in¬ 
gratitude, lUilitary renown acquired fresh attractions 
in his eyCEW At this time Texas had raised the stand¬ 
ard of resistance against military usurpation. To 
the cause of Texan liberty he resolved to devote 
himself, and, shouldering his rifle, he started for the 
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Sftbiiie, and arrived at Na<»gdoche 8 , accompanied 
by «evmil volunteers,-in the commehcement of the 
"w^ar. Having determined to become a citizen of 
Texas, he proceeded with his companions to the 
dSice of Mr. Forbes (then first judge of the munici- 
, pality), to take the oath of allegiance, which was 
t^dered to him in the following form;— 

I do solenmly swear that I will bear true allegiance to 
the Provisional Government of Texas, or any future Govern¬ 
ment that niay be hereafter declared and that I will 
serve her honestly and fidthfully against all her enemies 
and oppressors whatsoever, and observe and obey the orders 
of the Governor of Texas, the orders and decrees of the 
present or future authorities, and the orders of the officers 
appointed over me according to the rules and articles for 
the government of Texas,—^Sohelp me God.” 

‘ (prockett was not the man to make a solemn 
decimation without scrutinizing its import. He 
refus^ to take the as tendered, stating that 
although he was willing to swear to support any 
future Republican Government, he could not sub¬ 
scribe his name to this form, as the “ future” Govern¬ 
ment might be despotic. Mr. Forbes then inserted 
the word “ republican” between the words “ future*^ 
and “ Government;” and the instrument was righed. 
The original, deposited in Ae ofiiceof the War De- 
jjhrtment of Texas, exhibits the interlinearion and 
the autograph of David Crockett. 

Biography ,18 Ihe handmaid of History, and 
frequently a more agreeable companion^ than her 
mistVess; 1 fherefore offer no apology for jthis brief 
notice of one of “ the heroes of the. Alamo.” Poor 
David! thy simple uprightness ^prited a happier 




end ! Yet, to borrow a pbrase of tlune bwa coin¬ 
age, thou didst “ go a-head for the right;”* and 
thy blood was shed upon a holy altar, and from thy 
smouldering ashes arose a flame which streamed 
from the San Antonio to the Mississippi and Ohio, 
lighting up, in many a generous heart, a fire not to 
be extinguished, so long as those who dishonoured 
thy manly form continued to tread the soil in which 
their barbarian vindictiveness denied thee and thy 
gallant comrades the humble privilege of a soldier^s 
grave! 

On the 2 nd of March, the Convention of Texas, 
assembled at Washington, agreed unanimously to 
a Declaration of Independence, in which the princi¬ 
ples on which this measure was deemed justifiable, 
and the provocations that led to it, were expounded 
and recited.t After a recapitulation of the griev¬ 
ances endured from Mexican mal-administration 
and faithlessness, the declaration thus concludes;— 
These and other grievances were patiently borne by 
the. people of Texas until they reached that point at which 
forbearance ceases to be a virtue. We then took up arms 
in defence of the national Constitution. We appealed to 
our Mexican brethren for assistance; our appeal has been 
made in vain. Though months have elapsed, no sympa¬ 
thetic response has yet been heard from the interior. We 
are consequently forced to the melancholy conclusion that 
the Mexican people have acquiesced in the destruction of 
their liberty, and the substitution therefor of a military 

* “ If for the rights go a-head,’* was the original saying of the 
Colonel, for which, in its complete form, 1 am indebted to Mr. 
Webster, at present Secretary of State in the Harrison Administra¬ 
tion, who recCiBed my imperfect version of this now universal 
Americanism, at Washington, in tlie spring of 1839. 

t See Appendix, No. V. 
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government; that they are unfit to he free, and incapable 
of self-government. The necessity of self-preservation 
now decrees our eternal political separation. 

We, therefore, the delegates, with plenary powers, of 
the people of Texas, in solemn Convention assembled, 
appealing to a candid world for the necessities of our con¬ 
dition, do hereby resolve and declare that our i)olitical 
connexion with the Mexican nation has for ever ended, 
and that the people of Texas do how constitute a Free, 
Sovereign, and Independent Eepublic, and are fuUy 
invested with all the rights and attributes w^hich properly 
belong to independent States ; and, conscious of the recti¬ 
tude of our intentions, we fearlessly and confidently commit 
the issue to the decision of the Supremo Arbiter of the 
destinies of nations.” 

Fifty delegates, including Lorenzo de Zavala, 
subscribed the declaration. 

On the 16 th of March, the Convention passed 
executive ordinances, preliminary to the establish¬ 
ment of a Constitution for Texas ;* and on the fol¬ 
lowing day the Constitution was adopted. On the 
18 th of March, the Convention adjourned, having 
appointed an Executive Government ad interm, 
which was invested with full authority to do all and 
everything that was contemplated to be done by the 
General Congress of the people, under the powers 
conceded by the Constitution. The following ap¬ 
pointments were made:—David G. Burnet, Pre¬ 
sident ; Lorenzo de Zavala, Vice-President; Colonel 
Carson, Secretary of State; Bailey Hardiman, Se¬ 
cretary of the“ Treasury; Colonel Thomas J. Rusk, 
Secretafy of War; Colonel Robert Potter, Secretary 


* For the Ordmairces and Constitution, see Appoidix, Nos. VI. 
and VII. 
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of the Navy; David Thomas, Attorney-General; 
J. R. Jones, Postmaster-General. 

Mr. D. G. Burnet, the Provisional President, was 
the son of a physician in Newark, New Jersey, 
who, in 1775, abandoned his profession and devoted 
himself to the cause of the American Revolution. In 
the autumn of 1776, he was elected to Congress, and, 
ill December following, was appointed Surgeon- 
General of the army in the Eastern Department. 
Mr. D. G. Burnet, with his brothers, emigrated at 
an early period to the State of Ohio, a late Chief 
Justice of which state was a near relative of the 
family. Mr. Burnet was eSucated for the legal 
profession; and a writer in a* respectable Ameri¬ 
can periodical states, that he was long a resident of 
Ohio, where he is remembered as a man of unblemish¬ 
ed reputation, courteous manners, and intellectual 
attainments. My own short acquaintance with Mr. 
Burnet gave me a very favourable impression of his 
character. In the afiairs of Texas he has always 
been distinguished by calmness and moderation, and 
has not unfrequently been exposed to censure for 
declining to keep pace with popular impatience. 
This prudence and forbearance, united with firmness 
and perseverance, well qualified him to fill the difii- 
cult post to which he had been called by the Conven¬ 
tion. In his Inaugural Address, he reminded the 
delegates, in impressive terms, of the duties which 
had devolved upon them:— • 

“ Texas is, and has been for eighteen years, the land of 
my pecuhaf affections : and to aid her in this day of her 
trial, and, I trust, of her glory, would confer upon me a 
nobler gratification than could be derived from the attain- 

o 2 
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ment of any other earthly object. But I am only one 
individual among a host, and my single efforte would he im¬ 
potent and unavailing: Texas demands the utmost energies 
of every citizen. We axe engaged in an arduous and diffi¬ 
cult contest; our enemy is powerful in numbers and in 
means: but wc also are strong in the rectitude of our 
cause, and in that indestructible inheritance of gallantry 
which wc derive from the illustrious conquerors of 1776. 

** If the highest courage were alone sufficient to accom¬ 
plish our great enterprise, then would Texas be safe and 
her independence established beyond the utmost efforts of 
her enemies to impair it. But courage is only one among 
many virtues, and will not alone avail us in this solemn 
crisis of our affairs. The desultory efforts of brave men 
may be easily defeated, when their united energies would 
triumph over all resistance. Let us then, gentlemen, lay 
our heads, our hearts, and our hands together, and, like a 
band of brothers, feeHng one interest and one affection, 
look with a single eye to one common object —the Redemp¬ 
tion of Texas. •****• 

'‘We have undertaken a great, glorious, and hazardous 
enterprise; and each of us and every citizen of Texas is 
deeply and irrevocably compromitted to its accomplishment. 
To effect this^o^ect will require the exercise of many and 
various virtues. The display of the rai’est military prowess 
is not alone sufficient; we must also show, by practical 
illustration, that we know how to exercise and appreciate 
the milder, less obtrusive, but more useful attributes of 
justice and truth, which render nations as well as indivi¬ 
duals respectable under all the vicissitudes of time. We 
are about, as we trust, to establish a name among the 
nations of the earth; and let us be watchful above all 
things that this name shall not inffict a mortiffcation on the 
illustrious people from whom we have sprung, nor entail 
repi;pach bn our descendants. We are acting for posterity; 
and while, with a devout-reliance on the God of battles, we 
shall roll back the flood that threatens to deluge our 
borders, let us present to th^ world such testimonials of our 
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moral and political rectitude as will compel the respect, if 
not constrain the sympathies, of other and older nations. 

The day and the hour has arrived when every freeman 
must be up and doing his duty. The Alamo has fallen! 
The gallant few who so long sustained it have yielded to 
the overwhelming power of numbers ; and, if our intelli¬ 
gence be correct, they have perished in one indiscriminate 
slaughter: but they perished not in vain! The ferocious 
tyrant has purchased his triumph over one little band of 
heroes at a costly price; and a few more such victories 
would bring down speedy ruin upon himself. Let us, 
therefore, fcllow-citizens, take courage from this glorious 
disaster; and while the smoke from the funeral piles of our 
bleeding, burning brothers, ascends to Heaven, let us im¬ 
plore the aid of an incensed God, who abhors iniquitj"— 
who ruleth in righteousness, and will avenge the op¬ 
pressed.” 

During the sitting of the Conventiori; the illegal 
land-sales of the Legislature of Coahuila and Texas, 
the relations of the Colonists to the north-eastern 
Indians, and the claims of volunteers from the United 
States, came under consideration. A provision 
introduced into the Constitution declared the act 
of the State, passed in the year 1834, “ in behalf of 
General John T. Mason, of New York, and another 
of the 14th of March, 1835, under which the enor¬ 
mous amount of 1,100 leagues of land had been 
claimed by sundry individuals, some of whom 
resided in foreign countries, and were not citizens 
of the Republic (which acts were contrary to articles 
fourth, twelfth, and fifteenth of the laws of 1824 of 
the General Congress of Mexico), together with §uch 
and every grant founded on these acts, and all eleven 
league claims located, contrary, to the laws of 
Mexico, within twenty leagues of the boundary-line 
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between Texas and the United States,” null and 
void. With respect to the Indians, no conclusive 
arrangement was made: a form of treaty was pre¬ 
sented by General Houston, but it did not receive 
the sanction of the delegates. A libers;^ bounty in 
land was granted to volunteers in addition to their 
pay and rations:—to all then in service, and who 
should continue to serve faithfully during the war, 
1,280 acres; to all who had seiTcd or should servT 
faithfully for a period of not less than six months, 
640 acres; to all who had served fdthfully for a 
period of not less than three months, 320 acres; to 
all who should enter the service previous to the first 
day of July, and continue to serve faithfully during 
the war, provided the war endured for a period of 
more than six months, 960 acres; to all who should 
enter the service after the 1st day of July, a quantity, 
• proportionate to their services, to be afterwards 
determined by law. Ihe lawful heir, or heirs, of 
all such volunteers as had fallen, or might after¬ 
wards fall, in the contest with the Mexican Govern¬ 
ment, or who had died or might die from any acci¬ 
dent while in the service of the country during the 
war, to be entitled to the quantity of land which 
would have been due to the deceased under the 
colonization law, as established by the laws of the 
land, had he survived; namely, one league and lot 
(or 4604 acres) for a man of family, and one-third 
of a league (1476 acres) for a single man; and the 
said, heir* or heirs should also receive, in addition to 
the land thus granted, a bounty of 460r acres, as 
decreed by the Council at San Felipe, on the lltli 
of December, 1835. It was further resolved, that 
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no bounty of land granted to a volunteer, as such, 
should affect his right to land under the colonization 
laws; and in case volunteers, through error, should 
locate any of their claims on lands previously held 
by legal title or possession, they were to be allowed 
to “ lift said location, and again locate said claims 
upon any vacant lands in the Republic.”* 

After the fall of the Alamo, the whole of the 
Auxiliary Volunteers in Texas did not amount to 
much above 400 men, who were chiefly under 
Fannin, at ftoliad. The Colonists, who had “ whip¬ 
ped” the Mexicans in the campaign of 1835, and 
signalized themselves by storming Bexar, did not 
display the same alacrity in 1836, either through 
contempt of the enemy, or from reluctance to with¬ 
draw their protection from their homes and families. 
With a view to an equal distribution of the burden 
of defence, the Convention provided, by the eighth 
section of the general provisions of the Constitution, 
that all persons who should leave tlie country fpr 
the purpose of evading a participation in the exist¬ 
ing struggle, or who should refuse to participate in 
it, or furnish aid or assistance to the enemy, should 
“ forfeit all rights of citizenship and such lands as 
they might hold in the Republic.” 

While Santa-Anna was concentrating his forces at 
Bexar, General Urrea was proceeding with his divi¬ 
sion along the line of the coast. Colonel Johnson 
and Dr. Grant, with the volunteers,that adhered to 
them after reaching Goliad, had advanced to the 
frontier ^settlement of San Patricio, on the Nueces, 

* Resolutions adopted in tlie Conyentiop of Texas, at the town 
of Washington, on the 11th of March, 1836. 
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whence they made occasional incursions on the 
enemy. In one of these inroads they captured a 
small reconnoitring party of Mexicans, led by a 
person named Rodriguez, who was allowed the 
privilege of remaining a jirisoner on his parole, 
the lives of his men being spared. About the time 
of the attack on the Alamo, Johnson and Grant, 
with their followers, were severally surprised by the 
Mexicans, and, with the excejition of Johnson and 
another, who effected their escape, every Texan was 
cut off. According to ‘Mrs. Holley, the captor ol‘ 
one of the patties was the same Rodriguez who was 
taken under nearly similar circumstances, and who 
had rejoined his countrymen by violating his parole. 
The slaughter of Dr. Grant and his band of twenty 
Anglo-Americans and three Mexicans occurred on 
the 2nd of March, and a report from General Urrea, 
magnifyingits importance, was received by General 
Santa Anna on the 7th.* 

♦Early in March, the Texan Commander-in-chief, 
General Houston, established his head-quarters at 
Gonzalez, where his whole strength did not amount 
to 300 men, some of whom were without muskets. 
Hearing of the fall of the Alamo, he retired on the 
10 th from the Guadalupe to the Colorado, to obtain 
reinforcements and supplies. All the property that 
could not be removed from Gonzalez was destroyed, 
and the buildings burnt. Orders were despatched 
by General Houston to Colonel Fannin, directing 
him to abandon the fort at Goliad and fall back 

r 

• “Evacuation of Texas,** by General Vicente FiliBola.-~The 
afiair is styled by Filisola an insignificant advantage—** insig^ 
nijicante ventaja.** 
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upon Victoria. Unfortunately for Fannin and his 
men, these orders were not obeyed in time. 

Having received intelligence of .the advance of 
the Mexican army towards the Mission of Refugio, 
Fannin ordered a detachment of fourteen men,* 
under Captain King, to effect the removal of some 
families resident there to a place of safety. On the 
9th, King approached Refugio, and found himself 
in the presence of the enemy, who sent a troop of 
cavalry to cut off his retreat. Before the cavalry 
came up, he succeeded in occupying a piece of wood¬ 
land, where'*he kept the enemy at bay with the 
rifle. The skirmishing continued until night, when 
King retreated towards Goliad, but, losing his way, 
discovered next morning that he was only three 
miles from the Mission, in an open prairie, and his 
ammunition wet. Here, having neither means of 
defence nor opening for retreat, he was obliged 
to surrender. He was taken on the 16th of March, 
and shot, by command of Urrea, in less than six 
hours, with all his men, except one who was mor¬ 
tally wounded in the field. A courier despatched by 
Fannin to hasten the return of the detachment, 
shared the same fate. Doctor Thom, of Natchez, 
who was taken, with other American volunteers, 
immediately after landing at Copano, bore testi¬ 
mony to the massacre of the thirteen prisoners by 
General Urrea, to whom he expresses himself in¬ 
debted for “ many marks of kindness and courtesy.’* 
♦ * (t 'pjjg* after my arrival at the •Mission,” 

* Accoitlmg to Newell, twenty-eight; but General Urrea’s 
Diary specifies fourteen as the number taken, and 1 have seen no 
account of the escape of any. 
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says this apparently dispassionate witness, “ I was 
sent with a guard to Goliad, and, at the distance of 
a mile from the Mission, I saw the mangled remains 
of Fannin's unfortunate courier, and at a short dis¬ 
tance farther, the company of Captain King, mur¬ 
dered, stripped of their garments, denied the j)rivi- 
lege of burial, and left as food for the loathsome 
vulture and the ravenous wolf.”* 

No tidings having arrived from King, Fannin de¬ 
spatched a second and larger detachment towards 
Refugio, comprising the battalion of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Ward, the second in con;mand at Goliad. 
Ward had two engagements with theMexicans, in the 
first of which he was victorious; in the second, he was 
overpowered by numbers, and forced to surrender. 
From muster-rolls of the companies that served 
under Fannin, compiled with care, after the destruc¬ 
tion of the originals along with other executive docu¬ 
ments, in the course of the war, I Jiave ascertained 
that the whole force under the Commandant of Go¬ 
liad, including the detachments of Ward and King, 
was about 480 men. With hje strength weakened 
by the amount of these detachments, for the absence 
of which he could not account, Fannin was in dan¬ 
ger of being overwhelmed by the division of Urrea, 
whose cavalry was seen within a few miles of 
Goliad on the 17th of March. An express from 
General Houston, with an urgent order to retreat, 
reached Fannin^at Goliad on the 14th. 

Rumour had fixed the nuihber of thi advancing 
Mexicans at2,000 men, and the spies had,reported 

• Narrative of Dr. W. T. Thom, published in the Mism- 
sippi Free Trader^ Nov. 29, 1838. 
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them to be “well-appointed regulars,” Captain 
Horton having been sent to reconnoitre, verified the 
report as to the character of the force, and with 
other officers advised Fannin to evacuate Goliad 
without delay, while they had still a prospect of 
forming a junction with Houston before the main 
body of the enemy came up. Still hoping that 
Ward, who led a volunteer battalion from his na¬ 
tive State of Georgia, would come in, Fannin (also 
a Georgian) lingered until the morning of the 
1 Bth, when before day the advance guard, consisting 
of twenty-eight mounted men, under Captain Hor¬ 
ton, were in the saddle. The abandonment of the 
cannon, removable by oxen only, was recommended 
to expedite the retreat. “ No,” replied Fannin, “ my 
cannon must go with me; I expect a fight, and I 
cannot do without them.” Orders were given to 
dismantle the fort, as far as was practicable, and 
to bum tlie buildings. I borrow the subsequent 
details from a published narrative very inartificially 
written, but bearing internal evidence of being the 
unvarnished account of an eye-witness. Fannin's 
line of retreat, it will be remeidfeered, lay across 
the San Antonio River and Coleto Creek, to the 
village of Victoria, beyond the River Guadalupe. 

" The only American non-combatant residing at Goliad 
(Mrs. Cash) accompanied the troops in the retreat.—It was 
10 o’clock ere the rear-guard had crossed the river, and 
they hastened towards Victoria, until fannin, judging it 
time to give his oxen rest, ordered a. halt, and had them 
ungeared for an hour; after which preparations were made 
for a second move, but, alas! one of the carts broke down 
soon after they started, thus causing^nother delay, to dis¬ 
tribute the load on the other waggons, when minutes were 
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precious to us. However, they again took up the line 
of march; Fannin ordered Horton to proceed a-head with 
his comm^d, and scour the timber bordering the Coleto, 
which lay on their left; he himself brought up the rear. 

^ Thus the troops moved on half a mile farther, when two 
Mexicans came out of the Coleto timber a mile bcliind 
them—^not in their front, fi-om whence Fannin supposed them 
likely to appear. They halted on the edge of the prairie and 
reconnoitred for ten minutes, and then retired back into the 
woods ; soon after they again returned accompanied by four 
others, and after reconnoitring a short time, the enemy’s 
advance guard of cavalry made their appearance, deploying 
into the open ground in platoons foxir deep.' They imme¬ 
diately galloped after our troops, and when witliin a 
fourth jof a mile of them, they separated and passed on in 
double files, having the Americans betwe’en them, until 
their van was half a mile a-head of the battalion, in the 
direction of Victoria, when they wheeled from both divi¬ 
sions and galloped to the centre, until their ranks again 
met; their rear also closed in the same manner, and our 
friends found themselves surrounded on all sides by the 
enemy. For half an hour each party was preparing for 
the coming struggle. Our men saw at a glance that their 
only hope rested in their courage and decision ; and they 
threw themselves into a hollow square, facing outwards.” 

The effect of apiece of a^lery, fired against 
Fannin's orders, satisfied Urrea, who had no cannon 
on the ground, that to win the day he must come 
to close quarters; he therefore ordered a charge 
of cavalry. They galloped in “ dashing style ” to¬ 
wards the Texan battery, when they were broken 
by a discharge from seven pieces. 

The shock was sudden: they halted, drew up their horses, 
and fakered when encouraged to return to the charge; 
finally they turned tail and retreated to the woods J full two 
miles off, where they were again formed, and prepared 
for another attempt to carry the battery by storm. In the 
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mean while, the cncmy’’s infantry kept np a harmless fire, 
advancing on our lines after each round; hut they were 
only suffered to take ground within rifle range, where 
they were stopped, for the boys burnt no powder in vain. 
As soon as the cavalry had retreated, our artillerists wheeled 
their pieces to the right about, and scattered grape and 
death among the infantry, who were thus in their turn 
driven back to the Coleto timber, about half a mile off. 

As soon as Urrea could restore order to his lines he 
again advanced. His infantry came up in double quick time, 
and his cavalry in a * slope,’ until they were within 
range, when the artillery again checked them with a single 
volley, and they turned taU and scampered for the woods 
as before. Their infantry advanced just near enough to 
lose a man at every rifle crack, but not near enough to do 
execution on our friends, for their ammunition was poor, 
and their marksmen were unaccustomed to the use of the 
musket; their officers were marked targets, and they suffered 
accordingly. As soon as the cavalry had staited for the 
timber, our artillery wheeled about as before, and sent the 
infantry off also. As yet our friends wore unscathed. 

“ In about half an hour after their second repulse, 
Urrea succeeded in putting his columns in order. They 
were reluctantly driven by their oflicors to the assault for 
the third time, for. it required great exertions to induce 
them even to make a sl^pw as though they intended to ad¬ 
vance to the charge; our men saw the dfficers beating them 
over the shoulders, and coaxing them on by pricking them 
fiom behind. They however succeeded in urging tliem to 
within fifty or sixty yards of our lines, on either side, but 
then again the grape and canister from our artillery 
mowed down their cavalry as if they were rushes, while 
their infimtry suffered martyrdom under the fire of our 
rear and left divisions. Their front rajiks were so sud¬ 
denly swept off, as almost to form a breastwork sufficient 
in itself to shield our friends from their assaults.* The 
scene wa'fe now dreadful to behold; killed and maimed men 
and horses were strewn over the plajn, the wounded were 
rending the air with their distressing moans, while a great 
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number of horses without riders were rushing to and fro 
back upon the enemy’s lines, increasing the confusion 
among them: they thus became so entangled, the one 
with the other, that their retreat resembled the headlong 
flight of a herd of buffaloes, rather than the retreat of a 
well-drilled regular army, as they were. In the rush back, 
a number were overthrown and trodden under foot. The 
Mexican officers exerted themselves to bring them again 
to the charge for the fourth time, but without avail, 'llie 
cavalry could not be urged within rifle range: they con¬ 
tented themselves with firing their carbines at such a dis¬ 
tance as did no execution; but they met with greater 
success in stabbing their infantry on! for in that manner 
they urged them to tlie assault. They halted when within 
sixty yards of our lines, and held their ground under a 
murderous fire from our riflemen. 

" It was now about dusk; and XJrrea bethought himself 
of a plan of attack which answered but too well. He 
directed the Campeachy Indians, who were better marks¬ 
men than any other of his troops, to throw themselves into 
the taU grass and approach, as they did, within thirty paces 
of our lines. They then commenced a well-directed fire 
upon us, which told most destructively, by wounding fifty 
and killing four in the space of an houf. The darkness of 
the twilight and the confusion arising from the smoke pre¬ 
vented our men from discovering ihfi exact position of their 
dangerous neighbours, who were so well concealed in the 
grass that they could not dislodge them. Among the 
wounded was Harry Biplcy, a youth of eighteen or nine¬ 
teen, the son of General Ripley, of Louisiana ; ho, poor 
fellow, had his thigh broken soon after the Indians first 
took to the grass. Mrs. Cash, at his request, helped him 
into her cart, and fixed a prop for him to lean against, and 
a rest for his rifle i while in that situation, he was seen to 
bring dowq four Mexicans before he received another 
wound, which broke his right arm; he immediately ex¬ 
claimed to Mrs. C., ' You maly take me down now,^ mother; 

I have done my shaiQ; they have paid exactly two for one 
on account of both balls in me.* Such was the spirit that 
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animated every man among the assailed save two, who had 
run under a cart early in the engagement, and covered up 
their heads. One of them was familiarly called Black 
Hawk, as he professed to be a very fire-eater—^but his 
courage was all in his tongue. 

So soon as the darkness rendered the flashes of the 
Indians* guns visible, they began to pay the piper, for our 
boys were quidc on the trigger, and at that distance took 
care that a second flash should not be seen from the same 
weapon; so they soon used them completely up, and then 
Urrea drew oft* his troops. They retired about a quarter 
of a mile off on each side, and rested on their arms all 
night. It was determined by our friends to throw up a 
breast-work; so the poor fellows set to work, and they dug 
a ditch on aU sides: with the earth, their baggage, and am¬ 
munition waggons they made a very passable fortification. 
The wounded sufi’ered agonies for want of water, and by 
their moans and petitions for it made the situation of those 
who had escaped unhurt even more distressing. They, how¬ 
ever, worked manfully, and accomplished more than could 
have been expected* of them, wearied and thirsty as they 
were. During the whole night, the Mexican General 
caused his bugles to sound at intervals of five minutes, with 
the view of keeping his troops on the look-out.” 

Early in the morning, the Texans discovered that 
the labour of the night had been in vain. Urrea 
had received a reinforcement of 500 fresh troops, 
witli a supply of artillery. 

** The trench thrown up by the battalion oflered no 
protection against anything but musketry, and the waggons 
and other baggage only served as missiles to destroy our 
troops, for a sii^le discharge would have so shattered every 
thing that each fragment would have injured somebody. 
The temporary work had not been thrown up as a defence 
against artillery, but against infantry and cavalry; arid had 
the artillAy not been brought against it, the probability is 
that Fannin would have been victoripus in the end, for 
the previous day’s engagement had cut off 600 eflective 
men from Urrea’s ranks; but such another day’s work 
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■Was necessary to render the relative numbers of the oppos¬ 
ing forces so nearly equal that our friends "would have 
merely had to turn out, and knock their opponents down 
ynth the butts of their rifles. However, as soon as Colonel 
Fannin saw the artillery, he knew that the fate of the en¬ 
gagement was determined; and he called a consultation of 
officers, amid the cries of our wounded that he would sur¬ 
render, and thus procure water for their parched tongues. 
Mrs. Cash, at the solicitation of some of the wounded, un¬ 
dertook to go to Urrea and ask, him for water ere the action 
again commenced. Accompanied by her little son, a lad 
fourteen years of age, who had done a man’s flghting during 
the work of the previous day, she made her way over the 
ground between the two contending parti :^s, and proceeded 
directly to Urrea, to whom she was introduced by a Mexi¬ 
can officer stationed at Goliad. She made him acquainted 
■with her errand; he did not answer her request, but fixing 
his eyes upon the boy’s shot-pouch and powder-horn, that 
she had neglected to take firom liim ere she left Our lines, 
he exclaimed, 'Woman! are you not ashamed to bring 
one of such tender age into such a situation ?’ The boy 
immediately answered him, ' that, young as he was, he 
knew his rights, as did everybody in Texas; and he in¬ 
tended to have them or die.* The conversation was here 
interrupted by the raising of a white flag on the part of 
our troops, as a token of surrenderi which was immediately 
torn into three pieces by the wind: it was blowing a stiff 
norther at the time. As soon as Mrs. Cash had left our 
lines, the officers consulted whfether it was best to surren¬ 
der, and it was so determined. Immediately after hoisting 
the flag, Captain Shackleford and Captain Chadwick, the 
engineer and adjutant, advanced out on the prairie and 
met Urrea, with whom they arranged terms;—^personal 
safety was guaranfeed to every individual; all were to have 
been treated as prisoners of war in* civilised warfare, and 
private property was to have been respected. Shackleford 
then returned to the battalion and announced the result; 
our men threw theli^ arms on the ground, Fannin alone 
reserving his sword, which he handed to Urrea, who had 
j^vanced to receive it. One of our men threw a lighted 
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sogar among some loose cartridges, to prevent the enemy 
from getting the amraiiuition, and they exploded, together 
with four kegs of powder; four men were blown up by it, 
which served to increase the trouble and distress.” * 

It is positively maintained by the Texans, and 
supported by the evidence of three survivors of 
Fannin’s force, that terms of capitulation were 
agreed upon and signed by the Mexican and Texan 
Commanders. * These ’terms, it is alleged, provided 
that Fannin and his men should be treated as pri¬ 
soners of war, marched back to Goliad, and detained 
nine days. At the expiration of this time, all the 
volunteers from the United States were to be shipped 
to New Orleans at the expense of the Mexican go¬ 
vernment—while Fannin and the Colonists under 
his command were to remain prisoners of war. until 
an exchange took place or the contest tenninated. 
On the part of the Mexicans, General Santa Anna 
denied that quarter was offered, or a treaty made, 
and has backed his assertion by the following sum¬ 
mary of General Urrea’s official report:— 

“ Being in sight of Goliad (where Fannin was stationed 
with his party), he (Urrea) was informed that the enemy 
was on the retreat towards Victoria, which was not perceived 
before, on account of a very thick fog. He immediately 
followed in pursuit and overtook him at a place called 
Encinal del Perdido, where he fought him until night. 
On the next day he received part of his artillery and in- 
fan^, with wHch he continued the action. Fannin then, 
seeing his inevitable lo^, hoisted a white ^ag, and sent a 
paper, written with a pencil, containing some artieles, offer¬ 
ing to surrender if they were guaranteed, &c., to whicli he 
(Urrea) answered in the negative, adding that if they did 
not instantly surrender, he would renew the action. Fannin 
then surrendered and gave up his arms, &c., leaving every- 
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thing in possession of Greneral Urrca, who sent the wounded 
tHid prisoners to Goliad, and proceeded to Victoria.”* 

From the scene of action the Texans were marched 
about nine miles back to Goliad, where they were 
stripped of every article of defence, even , to their 
pocket knives, and served with an allowance of beef 
hardly sufheient to support life. For the circum¬ 
stances which preceded their ultimate disposal by 
their captors, I shall refer to' the statements of Ge¬ 
neral Filisola, the Mexican officer next in authority 
to the President Commander-in-Chief. These state¬ 
ments are contained in a publication entitled A 
Representation addressed to the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment, by General Vicente Filisola, in Defence of 
his Honour, and in Explanation of his Operations 
as Commander-in-Ohief of the Army of Texas.”t 
According tb Generd Filisola, whose exposition 
of the campaign appears creditable to his judgment 
as a soldier and his feelings as a man, Santa Anna 
was so elated with the capture of the Alamo and 
the defeat of Dr. Grant, that he supposed the enemy 
would cease to offer resistance, and that the war was 
virtually concluded. Under this impression, he 
began to apportion his force to different quarters, 
for taking poe^sion of Texas. On the 11th of 
March he caused Generals Sesma and Woll to move, 
in order occupy Sah Felipe de Austin, with in- 

* Ifitter to the^Presd^Ut .tff Texas,from General Antonio Lopez 
de Santa Anna, dated Vdasco, Mayl23, 1836. - 

Representadon Suprpao Gohiemo, por el Gene¬ 

ral VicerUe Filisola^ en Defeiftta de,m Mmar y Aclaradon de 
sus Operaciones como General .en GefS del Mjereito sobre Tejas. 
— Mexico: impteso Jyfpacib CtmpUdo^ rol/e de lot Rebeldesy 
Casoy N. 2,1836. 
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structions to coutinue on to Harrisburg and Ana- 
huac, with the battalions of Aldama) Matamoros, 
and Toluca; fifty dragoons from the regiment of 
Dolores, two six-pounders and rations for eight days 
—this section forming an entire foi*ce of 725 men. 
He ordered, on the same day, Colonel Juan Morales 
to march for Goliad, with the battalions of San Luis 
and Ximones, one twelve-pounder, one eight-poun¬ 
der, one mortar, and rations for a month. Advices 
from General Sesma announced the disposition of 
the enemy to defend the pass of the river Colorado 
with 1,200 men, and information was received from 
General Urrea of his departure from San Patricio 
for Goliad, which it was said the Texans had for¬ 
tified, witli the intention to resist, with 500 infantry 
and fourteen pieces of artillery of various calibre In 
consequence of this intelligence, General Santa 
Anna ordered General Tolsa to reinforce Sesma 
with the battalion of Guerrero, the first battalion of 
regular militia of Mexico, and forty dragoons of 
Tampico; and he sent Colonel Cayetano Montayo 
to reinforce Urrea with the regular milidh from Tres 
Villas and Queretaro, and a twelve-pounder-^all 
these troops carrying rations for a month. 

The confident spirit which dictated these move¬ 
ments was heightened when General Santa Anna 
learned from Urrea that the enemy, having aban¬ 
doned the post of Goliad, were overtaken on the 
road to Guadalupe Victoria, at the pldcc called Enci- 
nal del Perdido, where they had capitulateti,* leav¬ 
ing in his possession all^ their artillery, baggage, and 

* “ JSn donde Hainan capituiiido ’’ »re thifwordtof the Hiepano- 
Mexican text. 

p2 
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effects. On the 24th of March, General Gaona was* 
ordered to Nacogdoches, with the battalion of More¬ 
los and militia of Guanaxuato, two four-pounders, 
twenty frontier dragoons, fifty convicts, and rations 
for forty days. The strength of this sc^ction, includ¬ 
ing convicts, was 725 men. Not -only did Santa 
Anna make arrangements for the permanent occu¬ 
pation of Texas, under the presumption that the 
contest was at an end, but, entertaining the'belief 
that his presence in the country was no longer 
necessary, and that he ought to return to the capital 
of Mexico, he made preparations for resigning the 
command to General Filisola. 

this understanding, he ordered General Urrea, 
on the 25th of March, to scour all the points on the coast 
from Guadalupe Victoria to Galveston, with the knowledge 
that his left wing was to be covered by the division of 
General Sesma j and that, under his most strict responsi¬ 
bility, he should fulfil the orders of the government, rijoot- 
ing ail the prisoners; and as regards those lately made” 
(Fannin and his men)'^ that he should order the Command¬ 
ant of Goliad to execute them—^the same instructions being 
given to Gaoha and Sesma with respect to all found with 
arms in their hands, and to force those who had not taken 
up arms to leave the country.”* 

* “ En esta inieligencia, previnoalOeneral Urrea el 25 recor- 
riese todos los puntos de la Costa^ desd^ Gucuktlupe Victoria d 
Gedveston^ en el emcepto qrte »u izquierda estaba evhierta por 
la seccion del Sr. Sesma, y que bajo su mas estrecha responsabi- 
lidad cvmpliese con las ordenes del gobierno, hackndo pasar por 
las armas d iodoJt los prisionetos, decimdose respecto de este 
itltimp, otrb tarUo al comandmte de loA armas da QoHad para 
laejecucion, siendo estanUsma la orden qtte hahian Itevado Gaona 
y Sesma con cuanios aprendiesen. con las armas en la mano, y 
hacer salir del pais d hs qne no las /m6ieren, tomflido.”'—Repre- 
sentacion de General Vicente Filisola, pp. 10, 11. 
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It was also announced in a general order of the day, 
that the whole brigade of cavalry, under the com¬ 
mand of General Andrade, with the artillery at 
head-quarters, and a large amount of regimental 
property, should be got in readiness to leave Texas 
on the 1st of April for San Luis Potosi. 

About 400 Texan prisoners, including those of 
Ward’s detachment, were at the fort of Goliad, when 
General Santa Anna ordered their execution, in ac¬ 
cordance, as he afterwards declared, with the law of 
the Supreme Government, On the morning of the 
27th of March, these prisoners, with the exception 
of two or three medical men, who were retained 
to aid the Mexican w'ounded, and some privates 
emjiloyed as labourers, were marched out of the fort, 
ostensibly for the purpose of driving in beeves. 
They were divided into sections, and each section 
was under the escort of a strong Mexican guard. 
After proceeding about 300 yards, they were ordered 
to halt and throw off their blankets and knapsacks. 
Before they had time to obey the order, a fire of 
musketry was opened upon them, and what the 
bullets left unfinished, the sabres of tlie cavalry 
completed. A very few, who were uninjured by 
the first fire, leaped a fence of brushwood, concealed 
themselves in a thicket, and, swimming the San 
Antonio, succeeded: in rejoining their countrymen 
lieyond the Colorado. 

Fannin, wounded in the action oT the 19th, had 
been placed apart from his men. Infonhed of the 
order of the Mexican commander,; he declared him¬ 
self ready to meet his fate. When arrived at the 
appointed shambles, he thrust aside the hand of a 
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soldier who was trying to bind a handkerchief 
around his head,—laid bare his breast, and fell.* 
There is no reason whatever for supposing that 
Fannin and his followers would have laid down 
their arms without an understanding that their lives 
were to l>e spared. They were not men to yield 
themselves like sheep for the slaughter. The phrase 

capitulado” used by General Filisola in alluding 
to Urrea*s report of tlieir capture, indicated his belief 
that stipulations had preceded their surrender. All 
the volunteers who escaped from butchery, however 
they might vary as to the details of the engage¬ 
ment, concurred in stating that they were to be 
prisoners of war, and private property was to be 
respected. But even had no conditions been agreed 
upon, the order by which they suiFered was to the 
last degree atrocious. In this light it was viewed 
by Filisola, when exposing the equivocal character 
of Urrea’s successes at San Patricio, Refugio, and 
the Encinal del Perdido. “ For every one of these 
skirmishes,” says this Mexican general of Italian 
birth, “ Urrea deserved a court-martial and condign 
jiunishment, for having assassinated in them a 
number of brave soldiers, as he might have ob- 

* Most of tKe bodies were bur&t, and, in the inonth of June 
following, General Rusk and the Texan troops collected the shele* 
tons and bones in front of the fort, and Wried them with Ihe 
lionours of war. On this occasion. General Rusk delivered a touch¬ 
ing address over thf^ promiscuous grave of these brave men. The 
cruelty and perfidy of the execution rendered Urrea and the other 
subordinaites in command anxious to exculpate themselves at the 
expense of Santa Anna, who essayed to justify the act' “ If,” he 
said, **8ome military comrnanders have complied with, the instruc¬ 
tions of their government, to whom they owe .obedknee, they do 
not deserve to be vilified and accused.” 
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tained the same results without this sacrifice.”* 
The assassination was more than a crime—^it was an 
egregious blunder, by which every chance of the 
establishment of Mexican rule in Texas was utterly 
swept away. From the hour that the fate of Fannin 
and his comrades was known in the United States, 
a sjjirit was awakened that rendered it impossible 
for the nation whose authorities decreed the massa¬ 
cre, to regain its dominion on the American frontier. 

Among the volunteers with Fannin in his retreat 
were Dr. Shackleford and his Red Rovers. * They 
formed the front of the square in the engagement 
of the 18 th, and distinguished themselves by active 
gallantry. Five were killed, and more than half 
the company wounded, in the battle. In the list of 
wounded were tlie commander himself, his son, 
and a nephew. At Goliad, Dr. Shackleford, 
robbed of his clothes and scantily fed, was obliged 
to attend the Mexicans in hospital. On the day 
of the massacre he was taken to a tent, under the 
plea of being required to assist some wounded offi¬ 
cers. He heard the report of the musketry, and 
could see, through the branches of the trees, his 
companions in their e£pQrts to escape. His son and 
his two nephews were stretched lifeless upon the 
plain. After the bloody work was over, the doctor 
was marched through the gate of the fort, past the 
mangled corpses of his relatives and countrymen, 
and forced to labour inc^antly is the hospital, 

• ** Por cada vna de sslm egearamuxets, merecia ^ Sr. Urrea 
un cons^o *de guerra, y el emdigno^ por haber asesinado 

en elias porevm de soidados vaiientee^ debiendo sin este saerificio 
haber obtenido igu/ddes Repreaentacion, &c., p. S9. 
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subjected to the vilest treatment. A few weeks 
afterwards he was sent to attend the hospital at 
Bexar, whence he effected his escape along with a 
medical friend. Having obtained an honourable 
discharge from the Texan army, he hastened to 
join his family and friends in Alabama, and, on 
reaching Courtland, found that, in full assurance 
of his having perished at Goliad, funeral ceremonies 
had been performed for him, accompanied by the 
honours of war. 

Remonstrances addressed by Filisola to Santa 
Anna, through his confidential friend and aide-de- 
camp, Colonel Almonte, together with a representa¬ 
tion made to him by Sesma, from the right bank of 
the Colorado, on the 15th, induced him to suspend 
the order for the return of the cavalry and infantry 
to San Luis Potosi, and to relinquish his intention 
to depart for the Mexican capital. Countermanding 
his instructions, to Graona, he ordered that general, 
on the 25th of March, after passing the Colorado 
at the town of Bastrop, to move towards San Feh’iJe 
de Austin. Directing Urrea to pass the Colorado 
at Matagorda, and advance to Brazoria, he decided 
on concluding in person the remaining operations. 
On the 29th of March, the battalion of Zapadores, 
and that of Guadalaxara, under Colonel Amat, 
marched from San Antonio de Bexar, in the direc-- 
tion of Gonzalez, with two eight-pounders, two 
four-pounders, ca howitzer, and rations for a m^tb. 
Generals* Santa Anna and FiUsola, with the staff, 
followed on the 31st. 

The army under Houston, which npliepd about 
1,300 men, impatient for action^ occ^^%pOiiition 
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at Beason’s Ferry, on the Colorado, until the 26th 
of March. Having learned that there was a divi¬ 
sion of the enemy above and another below him, and 
that large reinforcements had joined them, Houston 
determined, on the 26th, to fall back upon the 
Brazos, apprehensive of being surrounded along 
witli an army that was the main hope of Texas, 
being composed almost exclusively of the settlers 
themselves. Foreseeing that if the enemy sliould 
move to his rear, he would have to starve on the left 
bank of the Colorado, leaving the country unpro¬ 
tected, or share the fate of Fannin in his attempt to 
cross the prairies, he ordered a retreat to San 
Felipe, which he reached without molestation on 
the 27th. Leaving a detachment at San Felipe, 
and forwarding another to Fort Bend (half-wiiy 
between Columbia and San Felipe), he moved with 
the main body to Groce’s Ferry. This was the best 
and easiest crossing-place on the Brazos, and there¬ 
fore the point most likely to be aimed at by the 
Mexicans. By securing the steam-boat Yellowstone, 
lying at tliis point, Houston obtained the means 
of transporting his troops to any part of the river 
where the enen^y should appear. 

On tile evening of the 29th, some scouts, detached 
by Captain Baker, who commanded at San Felijx?, 
made an erroneous report of the appearance of the 
Mexicans within a few miles of the town. The 
inhabitants, after hastily removing**a part of their 
property beyond the Brazos, set fire to the town and 
destroyed with it goods to the amount of several 
thousand dollars, which might hgve been saved, had 
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not the scouts mistaken a drove of cattle for a 
squadron of cavalry. 

General Santa Anna arrived at Gonzalez on the 
2nd of April; and, the river being swollen, it was 
necessary to pass it on a raft. Anxious to advance, 
he proceeded on the 3rd, with his staff and picket, 
to join General Sesrna, on the Colorado, leaving to 
Filisola the charge of conducting the troops across 
the Guadalupe. On the 5th he arrived at Paso del 
Atascosito, and on the 6th marched with the divi¬ 
sions of Sesma and Tolsa to San Felipe, which he 
reached on the 7th. General Woll ^/as left at Atas¬ 
cosito, with a battalion and a picket of cavalry, for 
the purpose of constructing a raft to transport the 
£q?tillery, waggons, and ammunition, that were com¬ 
ing up with Filisola, across the Colorado. 

The swell of the Brazos, and the opposition of tlie 
detachment under- Captain Baker, prevented Santa 
Anna from crossing the river at San Felipe. On 
the 9th of April, he took the choice companies and 
proceeded down the river, to select a suitable cross¬ 
ing-place. On the 11th, he arrived at the Old Fort, 
and despatched orders to Sesma and Filisola to join 
him there. He was joined by the former on the 
13th, and without waiting for additional reinforce¬ 
ments, crossed the river and marched to Harrisburg, 
which he reached in the afternoon of the 16tb. 
Almonte's Journal contains tlxe following record of 
the march from^San Felipe. 

“ Skit/rday, 9th .—At 5 a. m. we left San Felipe with the 
choice companies of Guerreros, Matamoros, Mexico, and 
Toluca, and cav|dry of the regiment of Tampico and 
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Dolores. At half-past twelve o’clock wc arrived at the farm 
of Colls, and another a mile beyond—in all six and a half 
hsagues. Three Americans were seen, who took the road to 
Marion, or Orozimbo, (Old Fort,) and leading to Thomp¬ 
son’s ferry. We found at the farm a family from La Baca, 
who came by the way of the Brazos. Various articles 
were also found. The husband of the woman was a mulatto, 
the woman white. We sent Wilson (the mulatto) to re¬ 
connoitre at Miirion, that is, at the ferry. He did not return. 
It rained some in the night, and the wind changed to the 
north. 

“ Sundayf llW*.—We remained at CoU’s fann, waiting for 
our scout. The farm is on tlie left bank of the river San 
Bernardo. At a house seven leagues from the farm, on 
the road leading to the Colorado, there were 500 fanegas 
of com -and twenty barrels of sugai*. In the afternoon the 
scout returned, and confirmed the accounts we had received 
of the position of the enemy. At a quarter before four 
o’clock, p. M., we took up our mai ch for Marion, or Old 
Fort, on the road from Brazoria. At hdf-past five o’clock 
we made a short halt at the farm of the widow Powell, or 
rather at a stream called Guajolota; from thence leaving the 
road from Brazoria on our right, we took the left, following 
the waggon tracks to Marion. We marched until half-past 
nine at night, Jind made another short halt. Night dark. 
At two in the morning we commenced the march on foot, 
from the President down to the soldier, leaving the baggage 
and cavalry, for the purpose of surprising the enemy, who 
defended the crossing place, before day-light. We did not 
succeed, as we found the distance double what wc supposed 
it to, be. Day broke upon us at a quarter of a league from 
the ferry and frustrated our plan. We then placed the 
men in ambush. The stream of Guajolota is seven and a 
half leagues from Marion, road level, •mth some miry 
places. 

" Mondfty, \th .—Still in ambush. A negro passed at a 
short distance and was taken. He conducted us to the 
place he had crossed at, and having t>btained a canoe we 
crossed without being perceived, a little below the principal 
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crossing place. In the mean time the cavalry arrived at 
Marion and took possession of the houses. The (?nemy 
retired on the other side, and kept up a fire for a long time, 
until the Cazadores under command of Bringas crossed 
at the lower ford, and, ascending the river, were about 
to take them in the rear, when they abandoned Marion, 
and we remained in possession of the ferry, one canoe, and 
a flat boat. A courier was despatched to General Sesma, 
with orders that he should come up with the whole division. 
'J'he Cazadores slept on the other side of the river.—Bain 
during the night. 

“ Tuesday, \2th ,—^Day clear and fine. Was occupied in 
procuring ^e canoes and going up m. the flat boat to 
Thompson’s ferry. A Mexican and a Prussian came in. 
The Mexican is the son of Delgardo. In the afternoon the 
boat was injured. A courier came in from Guadaloupc and 
from General Sesma. Wrote to Urrea at Matagorda. 

Wednesday, 13^A.—The boat was repaired. The divi¬ 
sion of General Sesma arrived. Many articles were found. 
General Urrea and F. V. Fernandez were written to. De¬ 
spatches arrived from Urrea and Filisola. 

“ Thursday, 14^/i.—We crossed the river early with our 
beds only and provisions for the road. At throe in the 
afternoon we started from Thompson’s ferry. 

“ Friday, \6ih .—At Harrisburg. [In pcncU.] 

“ Saturday, 16<A .—hx Lynchburg. [In pencil.]” 

Having crossed the Brazos on the 12th of April, 
and forwarded despatches to the eastern settlements, 
threatening to carry the war to, the doors of the 
Colonists in that quarter if they did not turn out, 
and ordering some volunteers from the United States, 
then advancing to reinforce him, to halt and fortify 
on the Trinity,—General Houston diverged from 
his line of march eastward, and proceeded towards 
Harrisburg, the neighbourhood of. whjbh he reached 
on the IBth. The capture of a Mexican courier by 
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liirastus Smith (from imperfection of hearing called 
Deaf Smith), a Texan scout, whose courage and ac¬ 
tivity had rendered most important service to the 
Colonists, put Houston in possession of despatches 
from Filisola, showing the enemy’s position, plaii-s 
and movements. On the morning of the 19th, he led 
his troops down the right bank of the Buftalo Bayou, 
to within about half a mile of its junction with the 
San Jacinto river, and on the 20th took up a position, 
having in his rear a border of timber tliat mar¬ 
gined the Bayou, and in front an extensive prairie 
interspersed with a few “ islands” of wood. Hous¬ 
ton had now determined to light Santa Anna before 
he was reinforced by the divisions of his lieutenants, 
as appears from the following note, transmitted by 
him to Colonel H. Ragiiet, at Nacogdoches. 

" Camp at Harrisburgj 19th April, 183G. 
"This morning we are in preparation to meet Santa 
Anna. It is the only chance of saving Texas. From time 
to time I have looked^ for reinforcements, in vain. The 
* fConvention adjourning to Hai’risburg stmek panic through¬ 
out the country. Texas could have started at least 4,000 
men; wc only have about 700 to march with, besides the 
camp guard. We go to conquor. It is wisdom growing 
out of necessity to meet and fight the enemy now. Every 
consideration enforces it. No previous occasion would 
justify it The troops are in fine spirits, and now is tlic 
time for action. 

" Adjutant-Oeneral Wharton, Ins. Gen. Hockley, aide- 
de-camp Horton, aideS''de-canip W. Patton, CoUins- 
wqorth. ^ 

"Volunteer aids Perry, Perry. • 

"Maj. Cook, Assistant Insp.-Gen. will be with me. 
"We shall use ou3f best efforts to fight the euemy, to such 
advantage as will insure victory, though the odds are ^catly 
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agflinst us. 1 leave tib.e result in the hands of a wise God, 
and rely upon his providence. 

ft ]j^y country will do justice to those who serve her. 
The rights for which we fight will be secured, and Texas 
free. 

« SAM. H0UST03S, Comnum^^n-Okief. 

** Col. Rusk is in the field. 

HOUSTON.” 

At about ten o’clock in the morning of the 20tb, 
the Texans were apprized of Santa Anna’s approach, 
and about halfrpast eleven they were saluted by tlie 
discharge of a field-piece, which thdjy retnmed from 
two six-pounders, the only cannon they had, and 
for which they were indebted to the libmlity of the 
citizens of Cincinnati, in Ohio. The details of the 
battle of Jacinto, and the previous movements of the 
'Bexau army, are accurately stated in General Hous¬ 
ton’s Report to President Burnet, which, in consi¬ 
deration of tlie important consequences of the events 
therein narrated, I publish at lengtli:— 

To his JSwsflfecy B. G# BuRNar, Presidei^ of th« 
RepubUctf T&sm. 

^ Head Qoattenr of tbe Aratjr, San Jacinto, Ajiril S6,1 fl36. 
SiR/r-I regret extremely that my situation since the 
battle of the 2l8t has been suck ss to prevent my rendering 
you my official repext of the same, previous to this time. 

** I have the honour to inffirpi you, that on the evening 
of the 18th iast, after a forced march of fifry-fiye. miles, 
which was eSeted in two days and a half, the sxmf anived 
opposite Harriaburg; that evenb^ a ootuier of the enemy 
taken, from whom I learned that General Santa Anna, 
with one division df his choice troops, had marched in the 
direction of Lynch’s Ferry on San Jacinto, feuming 
Harrisburg as he passed dowm Ihe" frmy was ordered to 
be in readineaa to march eaAy eh the^ext morning. The 
main body efifected a crossing over Buffido. Bayou, below 
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HajTifibTjrg, on tibe mormng of the 19th, having left the 
baggage, the side, and a sufficient camp guard in the rear. 
—We oontinued to moich throughout me n%ht, making 
but one halt in the prairie for a short time, and without 
refreshment. At day-light we resumed the line of march, 
and in a short distance o«dr scouts encountered those of the 
enemy, and we received information that General Santa 
Anna was at New Washington, and would thatday take up 
the hne of march for Anahuac, crossing at Lynch’s Ferry. 
The Tciudn army halted within half n mile of the ferry in 
some timber, and were engaged in slaughtering beeves, 
when the army of Santa Anni was discovered to be ap¬ 
proaching in battle array, having been encamped at Clop- 
pmr’s Point, tight miles below. Dispositton was immediately 
made of our forces, and preparation for his reception. He 
took a position with his infantry, and artdlery in the centre, 
occupying an island of timber, his cavalry covering the left 
flank. The artillery, consisting of one double fortified 
medium brass twelve-pounder, then opened on our encamp¬ 
ment. The infantry in column advwiccd with the design 
of charging our lines, but were repulsed by a discharge of 
grape and canister from our artillery, consisting of two 
six-pounders. The enemy had occupied a piece of timber 
within rifie shot of the left wing of our army, from which 
an occasional interchange of small arms took place between 
the troops, until the enemy withdrew to a position on the 
bank of the San Jacinto, about three quarters of a mile 
from our encampment, and commenced fortification. A 
shortthne before sunset, our mounted men, about eighty-five 
in number, under the special command of Colonel Sherman, 
miuMffied out for the purpose of reconnoitring Che enemy. 
Whilst advancing, they received a volley from the left of the 
enemy’s infitntry, and after a sharp rencounter with their 
cavalry, in which ours acted extremely well, and performed 
some feats of daring chivalry, they retired in good order, 
having hi^ two men sever^ Wounded, and several horses 
killed. In the mean timei,^^ infantry under the command 
of Xieutenaat^cdonel Millard, and Colonel Burleson’s regi- 
ment, with the artillery, had marched out ft)r the purpose 
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of covering the retreat of the cavalry, if necessary. All 
then fcH hack in good order to our encampment about sun¬ 
set, and remained without any ostensible action until tlic 
2lst, at half-past three o’clock, taking the first refreshment 
which they had enjoyed for two days, llio enemy in the 
mean time extended the right fiank of their infantry so as 
to occupy tlic extreme point of a skirt of timber on the 
hank of the San Jacinto, and secured their left by « fortifi¬ 
cation about five feet high, constructed of packs and baggj^c, 
leaving an opening in the centre of the breastwork in which 
their artillery was placed, their cavalry upon their left 
wing. 

“ Abo\it nine o’clock on the morn'ng of the 2l8t, the 
enemy were reinforced by 500 choice troops, under the 
command of General Cos, increasing their cffectivo force to 
upwards of 1,500 men, whilst our aggregate force for the 
field numbered 783. At half-past three o’clock in the 
evening I ordered the officers of the Texan army to parade 
their respective commands, having, in the mean time, ordered 
the bridge on the only road communicating with the Brazos, 
distant eight miles from our encampment, to be destroyed, 
thus cutting offiall possibility of escape. Our troops paraded 
with alacrity and spirit, and were anxious for the contest. 
Their conscious disparity in numbers seemed only to in¬ 
crease their enthusiasm and confidence, and heightened 
their anxiety for the conflict. Our situation afforded me 
an opportunity of making the arrangements preparatory to 
the attack, without exposing our designs to Ac enemy. 
The 1st regiment, commanded by Colonel Burleson, was 
assigned the centre. The IM. regiment, under Ao com¬ 
mand of Colonel Sherman, formed Ae left wing of Ac 
army. The artillery, under Ae special command of Colonel 
George W. Hockley, Inspector-General, was placed on the 
right of Ae 1st regiment; and four companies of infantry, 
under Ac command of Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Millard, 
suKtainod Ae artillery upon Ae right Our cavalry, sixty- 
onc in number, commanded by Colonel Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
(whose gallant faring conduct on the previous day had 
attracted the admiration of his comrades, and called him to 
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that station,) placed on otir extreme rigEt#^ ^mpleted our 
line. Our cavi^ was first despatched to ihe front of the 
enemy’s left, for the purpose of attracfiu%« their notice, 
whilst an extensive island of timber afibrded us an oppor¬ 
tunity of concentrating am forces and deploying from that 
point, agrc^Mkbly to the previous dcs^ of the troops. 
Every evolution was performed with akcrity, the whole 
advancing rapidly in line, and through an open prairie, 
without any protection whatever for our men. The artiliery 
advanced and took station within two hundred yards of the 
enemy's breastwork, and commenced an effective fire with 
grape and canister. 

Colonel Shermahi with his regiment, having commenced 
the action upon our left wing, the whole line,* at the centre 
and on the right, advancing in double quick time, rtiised the 
war-cry ‘ Mcmemhm' the Alamo received the enemy’s fire, 
and advanced within point blank shot before a piece was 
discharged from our lines. Our line advanced mthout a 
halt, until they were m possession of the woodland and 
the enemy’s breastwork—^the right wing of Burleson’s and 
the left of Millard’s taking possession of the breastwork; 
our artillery having gallantly charged up within 70 yards 
of the enemy’s cannon, when it was taken by our troops. 
The conflict lasted about eighteen^minutes from the time 
of close action, until we were in possession of the enemy’s 
encampment, taking one piece of caq|LOzi (loaded), four stand 
of colours, aU their camp equipage, stores, and baggage. 
Our cavalry had charged and routed that of the enemy* 
upon the fight, and given pursuit to the ftigitiyes, which 
did not <%ase until they arrived at the bridge which J have 
mentioned before^Captam Emmes, always anumg the fore¬ 
most in dangi^r, conmiandmg the pursuers, The confiiot 
in the bfeastwork lasted.hut a, lew mome^tg; many of the 
troops encountered baud to hand, and not having the ad- 
vaiitage ef bayonets op. our side, our riflemen .used them 
pieces as wax dubs, breaJting many of them oft at the breech. 
The rout commenced at half-past four, and the pursuit by 
the main amy continued until twi^ht. ^ guard was then 
left in cha3%e of the enemy’s encampment, and our army 



226 TEXAS. [book II. 

returned with Uieir killed and wounded. In the battle, 
our loss was two killed and twen^-three wounded, six of 
them mortally. The enemy’s loss was 630 kiHod, among 
whom was one general officer, four colonels, two lieutenant- 
colonels, five captains, twelve lieutenants., Wounded 208; 
of which were five colonoliij.Aree H^tenaht-colonels, two 
second lieutenant-colonels, seven captains, one eadet. Pri¬ 
soners 730—^President General Santa Anna, General Cos, 
fomr cdlonels, aids to General San^ Anna, and the Colonel 
of the Guerrero Battdion, are mcladed in tlje number. 
General Santa Anna was not taken until tlie 2'2nd, and 
General Cos yesterday, very few ,havh% escaped. About 
600 muskets, 300 sabres, and 200 pi^ls havebeen collected 
since the action; teveral hundred mules and horses were 
taken, and nearly 12,000 dollars in specie. For several 
days previous to the action, our troops wore engaged in 
forced marches, exposed to excessive rains, and the addi¬ 
tional inconvenience of extremdy bad roads, badly supplied 
with rations and clothing—^3nBt amid every difficulty they 
bore up with cheerfulness and fortitude^ and performed 
their marches with spirit and alacrity—there was no mur¬ 
muring. 

“Previous to and dmdng the action, my staff evinced every 
disposition to be usefu]^ and were actively engaged in tbeir 
duties. In the confiict I am assured that they demeaned 
themselves in such a? manner as proved them worthy 
members of the army of Sam Jacinto. Colonel ,T. J.'Rusk, 
"Secretary of War, waa on ^ field, For weeks his services 
had be^ highly beneficial to the anny| in battle he was 
on thele|t where Colonel l^ei^man’s ^oommand first 
encoiuitied and drove in the enpmy j he bore himself 
gallantly, and continued bm #<Mrts>nd activity, renutming 
idth the putsu^ 

“ I hav^ the honour a Ust of all 

th^offiefe and men Vhp w^ei^igi^ed in 6ie action, which 
I respectfully reque^ may be ^li^ed, os an act of justice 
to the individti^... IFor tlus;.poIumanding Geneiwl to 
attempt discriminatio]^ as to the conduct of those who com¬ 
manded in the action or those who were commanded, would 
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be impossible. Out success, in the action is conclusive 
proof of their daring intrepidity and courage; every officer 
and man proved himself worthy of the cause in which he 
battled, while the triumph received a lustre from the hu¬ 
manity which characterised their conduct after victory, and 
richly enfrtiles them to admiration and gratitude of their 
general. Nor should wc withhold the tribute of our grate¬ 
ful tlianks from that Being who rules the destinies of nations, 
and has in the time of greatest need enabled us to arrest a 
powerful invader whilst devastating our country. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, with high consideration, 

“ Your obedient servant, 

"SAM. HOtrSTON, 

" Commander-in-Chief.*’ 


When they advanced to the charge, Greneral Hous¬ 
ton jocularly ordered the musicians to play, as a 
welcome to Santa Anna, the familiar English tune, 
" Will you come to the bower I have shaded for you.” 
The victory was so sudden and complete that tlie 
1 exans were astonished at their own success. Their 
feelings may be surmisM from the following exti’act 
of a letter from Captain Tarlton, a volunteer, who 
was in the action, to a relative in Kentucky, written 
the day after the engagement:— 




At half-ppt three we were ordered to prepare for battle, 
which was soi^ derhe; and then Commenced a conftiot the 
parallel of which, I |uescme, caimot be frund on record. 
To see a mere handM of undiscipUned volunteers, just 

taken from their pldt^hs aiiid thrown together with rifles 
without baypnet^lio 1 ^ 0 1'' 


^?,of artillery (six-pQunders), 


of thetsame calibre— 


and circled 

and a feW muske£C<^(^ "with and some withliut 
bayonets, and some forty fifty men on horseback, to 
meet the tfained bands of the hei'e of so mdny victories ; to 
sec them with tr^ed arms mairching to within some sixty or 

Q 2 
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seventy yards of such an axiny, at least double in number, 
intrenched, too, behind a breastwork impregnable to small 
aims, and protected by a long brass nine-pounder;—to sec 
them, I say, do all this, fearless and determined to save 
their country and their country's liberty or to die in the 
effort, was no ordinary occurrence. Yet such was theii- 
conduct, and so irresistible was that Spartan phalanx, that 
it was not more than from fifteen to twenty minutes from 
our first fire until a cornplete rout of the enemy was 
effected; and such slaughter on the one side, and such id- 
most miraculous preservation on the other, have never been 
heard of since the invention of gunpowder. The com¬ 
mencement of the attack was acibompanied by the watch¬ 
words, ^ Remember the Alamo, Goliad, and Tampico !* at 
the very top of our voices; and in some ten minutes we 
were in the possession of the enemy’s encampment, cannon 
and all things else, while his veterans were in the greatest 
possible disorder,' attempting by fl.ight to save their lives. 
1 Happened to be so placed in the regiment to which I was 
attached that I was enabled to be the third man who entered 
the intrenchment, which I soon left in company with the 
biJance of the regiment, in pursuit, of the defeated enemy 
of Texan liberty. I feel confident that I do not exaggerate 
when I state that their loss in killed is nearly, if not (j[uite, 
equal to the whole of our number engaged; whilst we had, 
only six killed on the spot and some twelve or fifteen 
wounded, two of whom have since died. The numl)er of 
our prisoners has not yet been officially announced, but I 
should suppose it to be nearly, if not quite, 600, many of 
whom are wounded. So complete has been our tiiumph 
and their defeat, that my antipathy to them has subsided, 
and I now commiserate their condiition.** ■ 

Some of th© newspapers of the United States have 
asserted, that the men who fought and won the battle 
of San Jacinto were chiefly volunteers from the 
States: this is^not the fact. The names of the 
officers and men engaged in the action were pub- 
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lislicd, and in the list, which is before me, more 
tlian three-fourths of the whole are Anglo-American 
settlers. Among the exceptions I find the nuim's 
of nineteen Me.xicans and theij captain (Juan N. 
Seguin); but these were natives of Texas—oppo¬ 
nents of centralism and military rule. 

If the Texan army fell off in numbers after retir¬ 
ing from the Colorado, and if the Colonists failed 
to take the field according to the expectations and 
wishes of the Commander-in-Chief, the circumstances 
of their situation supply a powerful plea in extenua¬ 
tion of their conduct.—^They were farmers; they 
had property to remove; they had wives and child¬ 
ren to protect. Before them appeared the fugitive 
families whom the war had already reduced from 
comfortable independence to houseless beggary — 
“ A large proportion of the population, from tJic 
Neuccs to the Sabine, had abandoned their homes; 
and many of them in circumstances of great distress. 
Their stock was left to run wild, or be consumed by 
the enemy, or stolen by ruffians more destructive 
and abominable than the common foe. Their plan¬ 
tations were going to waste, and the planteif crops 
bade fair to succumb to the rank luxuriance of weeds. 
In short, the country was verging upon general deso¬ 
lation !”* With many of the Colonists General Hous¬ 
ton's plan of retreating, and luring the Mexicans 
towards the frontiers aUd far from supplies, was un¬ 
popular. They would have preferred giving battle 
to the enemy, for the protection of the settlemecfts, 

* President Burnet’s Statement of Affiitire, addressed to the 
People of Texas, published in the Telegraph Newspaper at Colum¬ 
bia, on the Brazos, September 26, 1836. 
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on the Colorado. But the army displayed great 
constancy and fortitude^ notwithstanding the dis¬ 
heartening nature of the movements dictated by 
military prudence. Arid its ftitigucs and privations 
were extreme: beef, without bread, arid frequently 
without salt, formed its support for a considerable 
period, while many of the men were bare-footed, 
and most of them without a change of clothes. 

Generals Santa Anna and Cos were captured on 
the day succeeding the battle of San Jacinto. A 
])arty despatched from the Texan camp took the 
former, alone, unarmed, and disguised in common 
apparel, on Buffalo Bayou, and were ignorant of 
his name and rank until they brought him to Gene¬ 
ral Houston, to whom he announced himself as Pre¬ 
sident of the Mexican Republic and Commander-in- 
Chief of the army. Houston had been wounded in 
the ankle, and was slumbering upon a blanket, at 
the foot of a tree, with his saddle for a pillow, when 
Santa Anna approached, squeezed his hand, and 
pronounced his name. By desire of the Texan 
commander he seated himself on a medicine chest, 
and seemed greatly agitated. Some opium having 
been supplied to him at his request, he swallowed it, 
and appeared more composed. He said to Houston, 
“ You were bom to no ordinary des^ny: you have 
conquered the Napoleon of the West t” After some 
conversation respecting the slaughter of the garri¬ 
son at the Alamo and theiriassacre at Goliad, which 
Santa Anna defended, Houston gave him the use of 
his camp-bed, and he retired for the night,—but not 
to sleep, for he^ dreaded the vengeance of the Texan 
troops, the majority of whom were anxious for his 
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execution, as the murderer of Fannin and his com¬ 
rades, It was only by the exercise of extraordinary 
firmness on the part of General Houston and his 
officers, that his life was preserved. After due deli¬ 
beration, the Texan general agreed upon a conven¬ 
tion with his prisoner, who, in accordance with its 
provisions, ordered Generals Filisola and Gaona 
to retire to San Antonio de Bexar, and Urrea to 
Victoria. Tljese officers, with the remainder of the 
Army of Opei'ations, were posted at Old Fort, Co¬ 
lumbia, and Brazoria, with the exception of Gaona’s 
division, part of which had crossed the Brazos. 
By Filisola’s orders the whole force was concentrated 
oil the 25th of April, and commenced a counter¬ 
march (for the purpose of reorganising) on the 
27th. before intelligence had been received of the 
annistice concluded between Santa Anna and Hous¬ 
ton.* Tliat intelligence reached Filisola on the 28th, 
at the San Bernard, whence General Woll, who 
understood the English language, was despatched 
to the Texan camp, with assurances that the condi¬ 
tions of the armistice would be fulfilled, and that 
the Mexican army was about to repass the Colorado. 
Deluging rains, which converted the rich loam of 
the district between the Brazos and the Colorado 

«i * 

into a mass of iiq^ud, were the cause of much delay, 
lieav^^ labour, and sore distress to the retiring in¬ 
vaders. By dint of the utmost exertion, they suc¬ 
ceeded in drag^ng 'the artilleiy 'and waggons 

through the saturated soil. Filisola, ima«despatch 

• * 

* The dispoaitiouB of the Mexican army are given on the autho¬ 
rity of Filiaoia, vrho encceeded to the chief^commahd after Santa 
Anna's capture. 
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to the Secretary of War, represented the night of 
the 30th of April as “ horrible artillery, cavalry, 
sick, baggage-mules, everything that accompanied 
the army, was a chaotic mass “ buried in mud.” 
There was not a splinter of wood, even for cooking, 
except with the baggage and arms; the provisions 
were reduced to a few bushels of beans and salt; 
the ammunition was wet, and not a musket ca¬ 
pable of striking fire; dysentery was commencing its 
ravages, and there were neither means of cure nor 
medical attendants. “ Had the enemy,” observes 
the Commander-in-Chief, met us under these cri¬ 
tical circumstances, on the only road that was left, 
no alternative remained but to die or surrender at 
discretion.” The Texans watched tbe retreat; and 
had they not been governed by fidelity to their en¬ 
gagements, not a man of the army that was mustered 
for their extermination would ever have recrossed 
the Colorado. The passage of this river was 
effected with difficulty; and, for the purpose of 
obtaining supplies by sea and opening a communi¬ 
cation with the interior, Filisola established his head¬ 
quarters at Goliad, while Urrea returned with his 
division to Matamoros. Texan cruisers, which had 
been active on the coast, having shut out the hope of 
maritime succour, Goliad was evacuated in ten days, 
and the retreat commenced for the Rio Grandd. 

The Government, ad intern, of Texas had re¬ 
moved, on the advance of the enemy, from Washing¬ 
ton Jo Hairisburg, aud thence to the island of 
Galveston, where news of the victory at San Jacinto 
arrived in the aftgmoon of the 26th of April. The; 

• “ La noche ftie horrorosa.’* 
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island, which was n^rly destitute of military pro¬ 
tection, was a place of refugie to the helpless portion 
of the population, and contained many women and 
children, whose health was giving way for lack of 
proper sustenance and shelter. From Galveston, 
President Burnet proceeded to the camp of General 
Houston, at San Jacinto, where he arrived on the 
1 St of May. In a letter to the ^Secretary of War, 
dated the 3rd of May, certain propositions had been 
recommended to the Executive by the General as the 
basis of an arrangement with Santa Anna, the most 
of whidi were embraced in a treaty of which the 
following is a copy. 

Articles of an Agreement made between his Excel¬ 
lency the General-in-Chicf of the Army of Operations, 
Pre^dent of the Mexican Eepublic, Don Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Anna, for one party, and his Excel¬ 
lency the President of the Bcpublic of Texas, Mr. 
David G. Burnet, for the other party. 

Art. 1st. General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna agrees 
not to take up arms, nor to influence their being taken up, 
against the people of Texas, during the actual strife of in¬ 
dependence. , V 

Art. 2d. Hostilities shall immediately cease, by sea and 
land, between the Mexican and Texan troops. 

Art. 3d. The Mexican troops shall evacuate the terri¬ 
tory of Texas, passing to the other side of the Bio Grande 
del Norte. 

Art. 4th. The Mexican army, in its retreat, shall not 
make use of the property of any person without their con¬ 
sent and just indemnifleation, taking arti^es only necessary 
for their subsistence, when the owners should hot he pre • 
sent; and sending to the general of the Texan army, or to 
the commissioners for the arrangement of such matters, 
advice of the value of the property consumed, the place 
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where taken, and the name of the owner, should it be 
known. 

Akt. 5th. That all private property, including cattle, 
horses, negro slaves, or persons <^tracted, of whatsoever 
denomination, which may have been taken by a part of the 
Mexican army, or which should have taken refuge in said 
army from the commencement of the last invasion, shall be 
returned to tlie commander of the Texan forces, or to the 
persons that should be named by the government of Texius 
in order to receive it. 

Akt. 6th. The troops of both belligerent armies shall 
not be placed in contact, and for this end the Texan gene¬ 
ral shall take care that between t|ie two encampnients a 
distance shall intervene of five x.‘'.agues at least. ■ 

Art. 7th. Tlie Mexican army shall not delay any more 
in their march than is necessary to take off their Hospitals, 
trains, &c., and pass the rivers, considering as an infraction 
of this agreement the delay, which, without just motives, 
should be noted. 

Art. 8th. Tliis agreement shall be forwarded by speedy 
exiircss to Vicente Filisola, general of division, and to 
General T. J. Busk, commander of the army of Texas, 
that they may remam bound as frr as appertains to them, 
and being mutually agreed, may arrange the speedy and 
due execution of the stipulations. 

Art. 9th. That all the Texan prisoners at this time in 
the power of the Mexican army, or in that of any of the 
authorities of the government of Mexico, he immediately 
placed at liberty, and passports given "to them; so that they 
may return to Aeir homes; it being the -duly on the part 
of Ae government of Texas to place at , liberty a cor¬ 
responding number of Mexican pri^ners, of the same rank 
and station, and^to treat the remainder of said Mexican 
prisoners who may remain in the power of the govern¬ 
ment, of Texas with* all due humamty, charging the go¬ 
vernment of Mexico for the expenses caused in their 
behalf, when any extra convenience should be afforded 
them. 
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Art. loth. General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna shall 
be sent to Vera Cniz as soon as may be thought proper. 

And for its fulBlment and consequent effects, the con¬ 
tracting parties sign it by duplicate in the port of Velasco, 
on the 14th of May, 1836. 

Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna. 

a 

David G. Burnet. 

«r. C 01 J.INSWORTH, Secretary of State. 

Bailey Hasdiman, Secretary of Treasury. 

P. W. Grayson, Attorney-General. 

This Treaty was presented to Filisola, and ratified 
by him on the 26th of May, it being further agreed 
that Texan Commissioners should accompany the 
Mexican army, and superintend the execution of 
the stipulations its commander was called upon to 
fulfil. A secret treaty, also signed on the 14th of 
May, by President Burnet and Santa Anna, stipu¬ 
lated that the latter should arrange for the fiivour- 
able reception by the Mexican cabinet of a mission 
from Texas,—that a treaty of amity and commerce 
should be established between the two Republics,— 
that the TeXan territory was not to extend beyond 
the Rio Grande,—and that the immediate embark¬ 
ation of Santa Anna for Vera Cruz should be pro¬ 
vided for—^his prompt return being indispensable 
for the purpose of effecting his engagements.” 

Instructions were forwarded by the Supreme Go¬ 
vernment of Mexico to Filisola, through die Secretary 
of War and Marine, to Negotiate for the liberation 
of the President Commaiider-m-Chief, to secure 
Bexar and the western ports, and to “ save the re- 
mainda* of the army by concentrating it at a con¬ 
venient place for receiving provisions.” Authority 
was given to the General “ to form that movement, 
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to propose exchanges, and to preserve, for this pur¬ 
pose, and because humanity required it, the lives of 
the prisoners made and that might be made from 
the enemy.” The government relied upon his Ex¬ 
cellency’s prudence for neither compromising the 
safety of the President, nor Che honour of the nation. 
By retreating to the Rio Grande, Filisola had se¬ 
cured the safety of Santa Anna; he professed to have 
been always opposed to the execution of the prison¬ 
ers, and now the captured Mexicans were six-fold 
more numerous than the Texan§ in his power. Bexar 
he deemed untenable, and ho therefore recalled from 
it General Andrade and the garrison, destroyed the 
cannon he was unable to remove, and dismantled 
the fortification of the Alamo. 

Tile campaign of 1636 terminated with the battle 
of San Jacinto, which sealed the independence of 
the republic. Even had the Mexicans been victo¬ 
rious in that engagement, it was Filisola’s opinion 
that the condition of the army would have been very 
little improved. Had the whole force crossed the 
Brazos, it would have had three large rivers in its 
rear, unguarded by any detachment, while the camp 
was burdened with the sick, for whom there was 
neither medical aid nor food—the habitations and 
means of subsistence, provided by the industry of 
the Colonists, having been reduced to ashes by their 
own hands. Their cattle furnished the only article 
of sustenance, and the last remnant of these was 
eaten up by the retreating Mexicans. 

Houston’s plan of the campaign, although it bore 
hard upon the Colonists, ^sured ultimate success. 
Had he fallen back as far as Nacogdoches, which he 
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seems to have, at onetime, contemplated, the settlers 
would have placed their women and children and 
movable property beyond the frontier, and then have 
joined his standard, to the amount of four or five 
thousand men. The volunteers from the United 
States, of whom several hundred arrived at Galveston 
soon after the battle of San Jacinto, would have fallen 
upon the Mexican rear, and prevented the escape of 
a single man, even had Santa Anna’s troops been 
in an efficient state. The vessels in the Texan service 
commanded the coast, and could have landed troops 
at any point. In a renewal of the war, the Mexicans 
would have had to encounter more formidable ob« 
Stacies, and to incur a heavier expense than before. 
All the country beyond the river Trinity would 
have been a battle-field, where every requisite for 
the maintenance of an army was to be created. 
Hunger, the rifle, and exposure to tlie vicissitudes 
of the climate were sure ultimately to annihilate the 
largest army that Mexico could bring into the field; 
and the result of a prolonged contest must have 
been, to draw from the north, to the debatable ter¬ 
ritory, a swarm of adventurers, combining in an 
extraordinary degree all the.qualifications for mili¬ 
tary life, and who, after assisting Texas in its strug¬ 
gle for independence, would probably have marched 
for the ‘‘city of Montezuma.” To Mexicans and 
Europeans this, might seem an idle and impractica¬ 
ble project, but .the class of men whp would dare to 
undertake it are not likely to mi^alculate t^eir means 
of succe^ in any. enterpri^. The warlike chafacter 
of the population on the south-western frontier of 
the United States I have already^noticed, and tlieii; 
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aptitude for service may be estimated by a proposi¬ 
tion made by Gencr.d Gaines, of the regular army 
of the United States, to his government, arising out of 
disagreements with Mexico in 1836-37. “ Jf I am 

permitted.” said the General, ** to make an arrange¬ 
ment, in accordance with the foregoing suggestions, 
I feel confident that I can thereby obtain and call 
to tlie frontier, ready for an active campaign to the 
city of Mexico, from fifty to one hundred thousand 
first-rate men, for the most part mounted, before the 
first day of October next—^the time they should march 
westward from the Sabine.” This letter of General 
Gaines was written on the 22nd of May.* 


♦ Documents of the United States Congress, No 351, p 821 
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* It is not to be Imugtned that tho impnlae of the .Anglo-Saxon race can be arretted. 
Their rontinual ptogreaa towarda theVooky Mountaina haa the aolemnity oi a pro\i- 
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race u reserved. No power on earth can dote upon the emigrants the fertile wildTer- 
aets, which offers resoorees to all indnvtry, and a refuge from all want. Future 
eventSi of whatever nature they may be, will not deprive the Texana of their dimate, 
their bays and riven, or exuberant aotl. Nor will bad lawa, revolution, or anarchs 
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CHAPTER I. 


Arrival of Volunteers at Galveston—Orders of the United States 
Government for the Protection of the Frontier—Protest of 
Gorosti^u—Emharkatiou and ultimate Detention of Santa Anna-— 
Miraljcau Lamar—Protest of Santa Anna and President Burnetts 
Reply—Clcclion of Presidentand Meeting of Texan Congress— 
Threatened Mexican Invasion—Legislative Proceedings—Death 
and Character of Siephen Austin. 

In consequence of bis wound, received at San Ja¬ 
cinto, General Houston retired from active dutv, and 
removed for the benefit of regular medical attend¬ 
ance to N(5 w Orleans. T. J. Rusk was ai»pointed 
to the command of the army, his vacated olficc of 
Secretary of \Tar being conferred upon Mirabeau 
Lamar. A division of the army under Rusk ad¬ 
vanced to Goliad, to siiperintend the observance 
by Filisola*of the conditions stipulated by his chief. 

A considerable number of volunteers from the 
United States arrived at Galveston about the end 
of May. Felix Huston, an eminent and successful 
lawyer of Mississi])pi, bad incurred an expense of 
40,000 dollars in the spring for the purpose of 
equipping 500 armed emigrants to Texas. The 
ladies of Nashville, moved by the appeals of Stephen 
Austin, who, with his fellow Cornmissioilers, •de¬ 
livered pftblic addresses in behalf of the Texan 
cause in the chief cities of the Uriiyn, furuished tiie 
means of arming and transporting a conjpaiiy of vo- 
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lunteers^ Those and similar movements in pro¬ 
gress in Kentucky and North Carolina, the Mexican 
Minister at Washington, Gorostiza, represented and 
denounced to the: Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, 
who directed the legal authorities in the several 
places to inquire into the transactions alluded to, 
and institute such proceedings as might be necessary 
to protect the neutral relations of the United States. 
In the case of Felix Huston, the district attorney at 
Natchez, “ after using great exertions to obtain a 
warrant, failed to do so.” Popular feeling, excited 
against the Mexicans in consequence of the execu¬ 
tion of their prisoners, neutralized the endeavours of 
the Federal officers. 

In obedience to instructions from President Jack- 
sou, General Gaines began, at the close of March, 
to arrange for the defence of the western frontier of 
Louisiana. The President, adopting a suggestion 
of the General, authorized him “ to take such a 
position on either side of the imaginary boundary 
line” between Mexico and the United States, “ as 
might be best for the defensive operations,” with the 
understanding that he would “ under no circum¬ 
stances advance further than old Fort Nacogdoches, 
which was within the limits of the United States, as 
claimed by the government.” Nor was he to exer¬ 
cise the permission then granted unless he should 
find it necessary for the security of the frontier. 
Gaines, having received information that several 
tribes oT Indians residing on the territory of the 
United States had crossed the boundary line into 
Texas; that General Santa Anna was approaching, 
determined to put to death all he found in arms, 
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or who did not yield to his dictation; and that it 
was the intention of the Indians on tlie Trinity 
River to unite with him in his war of extermination, 
—thought it his duty to “ prepare for action,” as no 
houndary line, unless guarded with an efficient 
'force, ■ would arrest the sanguinary career of the 
savages. He, therefore, applied on the 8th of 
April, 1836, for three brigades and one battalion of 
mounted militia, to the govcniors of Louisiana, Mis¬ 
sissippi, Tennessee, and Alabama. A second rei^ui- 
sition made by him on the 28th of June was formally 
disapproved by the President, who, on examination 
of the facts, deemed the appointment of 10,000 
militia under the Volunteer Act, wdth the power of 
calling out 2,000 volunteers in Arkansas and Mis¬ 
souri, aided by the regular troops stationed in the 
locality, sufficient for the protection of the frontier. 
A larger levy, he remarked, in writing to the go¬ 
vernor of Tennessee, “ when it was well known that 
the disposition to befriend the Texans was a com¬ 
mon feeling with the citizens of the United States,” 
might ** furnish a reason to Mexico for supposing 
that the government of the United States might be 
induced, by inadequate causes, to overstep the lines 
of neutrality which it professed to maintain.” The 
Mexican Minister declared himself satisfied with 
President Jackson’s disapproval of the requisition 
made by General Gaines, but continued to protest 
against the authority which ffad been given him to 
advance with his troops as far as Nacogdoches. • 
There was reasonable cause for jealousy and ap¬ 
prehension on the part of Gorostiza. The Treaty 
of 1819 between Spain and the United States had 

R 2 
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rcstiicted the western limits of the latter to a lino 
beginning at the Sabine. This boundary was de- 
finitiv(‘.ly settled by the Treaty with Mexico in 1828. 
But the American Government, desirous of extend¬ 
ing its limits, instructed its Envoy, in 1829, to offer 
five millions of dollars for the province of Tt‘xris. 
Instructions to repeat this offer were given in Au¬ 
gust, 1835, before the convention of the 2nd of 
April, of that year for surveying the limits accord¬ 
ing to the line agreed upon in 1819, and recognised 
in 1828, liad been ratified. The proposal to pur¬ 
chase not having been accepted by Mexic^, the rati¬ 
fication of that convention took place on the 20th of 
April, 1830; and it was agreed that commissioners 
and surv(^yors, to settle and mark the dividing line 
between the two countries, should meet for that j)ur- 
pose at Natchitoches, within one year from the date 
of the signature of the convention imjiosing the 
obligation. Under these circumstances, it is not ex¬ 
traordinary that the Mexican Minister should have 
protested against the authority given to General 
Gaines to advance as far as Nacogdoches, although 
for no other object than “ to preserve the‘territory 
of the United States and of Mexico from Indian 
outrage, and tp protect the commissioners and sur¬ 
veyors of the two governments, whenever they should 
meet to execute the instructions to be prepared un¬ 
der the treaty of limits between the United States 
and the Mexican UnSed States.”* 

i » 

• 

* Memorandum for Mr. Gorostiza^ by Mr. Forsyth. It ap¬ 
pears singular that the Government of the United States did not 
recognise the' fact, Chat the Mexican Government possessed no 
constitutional right either to cede or sell Texas to a foreign powci\ 
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The treaty for the release of Santa Anna, which 
was ratified at Velasco, whither President Burnet 
and his cabinet had removed, encountered great 
opposition, and the public discontent grew to a very 
high pitch, when, for the purpose of procuring 
peace, the government were al>out to convey their 
important prisoner to Vera Cruz. In order to se¬ 
cure the liberation of the Texan prisoners, previous 
to landing ,Santa Anna on Mexican soil, it was 
intended that the vessel which conveyed him should 
touch at Copano and Matamorgs, where the Texan 
(Commissioners could ascertain the facts, and act 
accordingly. On the 1st of June, President Santa 
Anna with his suite, consisting of Colonels Almonte 
and Nunez, and his secretary, embai'ked on board 
the armed schooner Invincible, commanded by 
Captain J. Brown. At the moment of embarkation, 
copies of the following Address were distributed to 
the Texan army: 

“ My friends ! I have been a witness of your courage in 
the field of battle, and know you to be generous. Rtdy with 
confidence on my sincerity, and you shall never have cause 
to regret the kindness shown me. lii returning to my na¬ 
tive land, I beg you to receive the sincere thanks of your 
gratefid fiiend. Farewell. 

“ Ant. Lopez de Santa Anna.” 

Tiie embarkation was quietly effected. The Vice- 
President of Texas, Lorenzo de Zavala, and Mr. 
Hardiman, secretary of the treasury, were to accom¬ 
pany Santa Anna until his arrival at Vera Cruz. 
Some necessary preparations delayed the departure 

The transfer, if made, would have been just as illegal, according to 
the Ct)nstittttion of 1824, as if the Federal Congress at Washing¬ 
ton were to disjiose of the State of Maine to Great Britain. 
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of the Commissioners; and on the 3rd of June, a 
party of volunteers, recently from New Orleans, 
landed at Velasco, with minds long inflamed against 
the Mexican President by reports of the atrocities 
he had sanctioned. Their indignation, bordering 
on fanaticism, infected a number of the Texans, and 
clamour and commotion were the result. Appre¬ 
hensive of danger to the domestic tranquillity of 
Texas, the President ordered the debarkation of the 
prisoners; and Mr. Hardiman, General Hunt, Co¬ 
lonel B. F. Smith of* the Texan army, and Colonel 
James Pinckney Henderson, recently from North 
Carolina, were deputed to wait upon General 
Santa Anna- and communicate the will of the Go¬ 
vernment. This duty was performed, and the i)ri- 
soners were escorted to Quintana, on the side of 
the Brazos opposite Velasco. 

On the same day. President Burnet received an 
address from the army, complaining that their 
necessities had not received due attention from the 
executive, recommending an increase of force in 
the field, impugning the purity of the motives of 
the government in resolving to liberate Santa Anna, 
declaring that they would not permit his liberation 
without the sanction of Congress, and requesting 
the President to order elections for members of 
Congress and the necessary officers of government 
forthwith, and that Congress be called together at 
least in two months, “ in order that the government 
might bb organized, and that they might have one 
of laws, and not of forces.” To this communication, 
which was date<i from the encampment at Victoria, 
26th of May, the President made a temperate and 
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firm reply, showing, by an appeal to facts, that the 
government was not to blame for the privations 
endured by the troops. In regard to the other sub¬ 
jects introduced into this “ somewhat novel com¬ 
munication,” he observed, that “ when the civil 
government of a country is compelled to receive a 
prescription of its duties from an armed force, that 
government, if not virtually dissolved, is in great 
danger of being subverted by military misrule.” 

A long and able remonstrance was addressed to 
the army by tlie President on the 11th of June, in 
whicli he ex})lained and defended the views of the? 
guvernment in subscribing the treaty which pro¬ 
vided for Santa Anna’s release. He reminded the 
citizens in the field, that “ deeds of valour were not 


alone sufficient to establish the high cdiuraeter of an 
onliglitened, jiatriotic, and Christian people—a scru- 
])ulous regard to the established and beneficent 
princi])lcs of morality were equally indispensable. 
J'heir country had but recently aspired to a stand¬ 
ing among the nations of the earth; her character, 
only partially displayed at home, had not been 
developed abroad; and much of her future happi¬ 
ness and prosperity depended upon the moral (jua- 
lities that should he unfolded to the world in the 


development of that character. The government 
of Texas had deliberately entered into a tr<*aty with 
the President, Santa Anna; that treaty might or 
^ might not be wise; be it what it might, it had been 
solemnly made, and the good faith of Texas.was 
pledged fbr its consummation. The treaty had for 
its ultimate object a firm peace with Mexico, based 
upon the full recognition of Texan independence. 
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Tlie price to be paid for a blessing, great in the 
estimation of every good citizen and patriotic sol¬ 
dier, was the enlargement of the President, Santa 

Anna, and his restoration to Mexico. 

« 

It was alleged, that Santa Anna was faithless and un¬ 
worthy of trust,—that he was a prisoner, and incapable of 
treating,—and a murderer, tliat ought to be executed. To 
this ho replied, that the goremment had already treated 
with him, and tlial he had performed, and was daily per¬ 
forming, part of his stipulations. The treaty having been 
ratified by executory compliance on one part, AViis irre¬ 
vocably and solemnly binding on the other. Besides, the; 
government believed that Santa Anna’s highest political 
interests would require the complete execution of the prin¬ 
cipal stipulation in his part of the treaty. Is there any 
man in Texas who does not believe that it is impossible for 
Mexico to subdue this countrj’^, and retain it as an integral 
part of the Mexican Republic ?. No man in Texas is more 
fuUy and impressively convinced of the impossibility than 
is the President, Santa Anna. He has learned the fact by 
sore experience, the best possible teacher of practical truths. 
Will he then be faithless to his own plain interests, and to 
the interests of his country?* 

It was objected that Santa Anna was a murderer, and 
ought to be'tried and executed. He (President Burnet) 
had yet to learn the principle of international or civil law 
that would justify the courts, civil or military, of one belli¬ 
gerent nation in taking cognizance of the official military 
acts of the opposing Commandcr-in-Chief. But supposing 
the right of jurisdiction to exist, they were debarred from 
exercising it by the military convention agreed upon and 
ratified hetweei^ General Houston and the Mexican chief, 
before the government were apprized of his capture.** 

It was further, alleged that Santa Anna, as a 
prisoner, had no^ power to (include a treaty. There 
was some plausibility in this objection; but its force 
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was destroj-ed by the fact that his treaty had been 
recognised, and in some very valuable points exe¬ 
cuted, by the succeeding Commander of the Mexican 
forces in Texas. In pursuance of that treaty. Gene¬ 
ral Filisola Iiad agreed * to evacuate their territory, 
and had already passed the Nueces, and was pro¬ 
bably by that time crossing the Rio Grande, at the 
head of 5,000 men. 

‘‘ What great evil could possibly result from the libera¬ 
tion of tlu^ captive President of Mexico ? Is Santa Anna so 
formidable that be alone is a terror to Texas ? The plains 
of San Jacinto had witnessed the idle vanity of his boastod 
inviueihility, and there was not a soldier in the Texan 
ranks that would not as soon confront him as the meanest 
caitiff of his nation.—^Where then the objection to his being 
restored? Who and what was he more than any other 
Mexican chief? If they must fight the Mexicans again-, it 
was of little importance who led their miscreant hordes ; 
they must and could carry the war beyond the Rio Grande, 
and whether Santa iVnna, or Bravo, or another were there, 
he would witness the rehearsal of the brilliant tragedy of 
San Jacinto. By detaining the prisoner, they would gain 
nothing but the miserable gratification of MTcaking a pitiful 
vengeapee for the wrongs their friends had sustained at his 
hands. This desire to retaliate was natural, and had he 
never been received as a prisoner,he might, on the clearest 
principles of retributibn, have been made the victim of his 
ovTi exterminating and barbarous policy; but after he had 
been admitted to the protection and hospitality of the camp, 
and had actually ratified, and, in pai’t, executed a treaty 
with his captors, it would have been a gross violation of 
every principle of honour, and every ride of war, to visit 
such retribution upon him.” » 

Notwithstanding the cogency of President Bur¬ 
net’s reasoning, the current of public sentiment ran 
against the liberation of Santa Anna. Indeed, there 
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was a difference of opinion on the subject in the 
Cabinet itself. General Lamar, who, on the as¬ 
sumption of the command of the army by General 
Rusk, had been appointed Secretary of War, was 
strongly opposed to the measure of liberation. In 
a letter addressed by him to the President and 
Cabinet, he entered into an ample exposition of his 
views respecting the disposal of the prisoners, pro¬ 
mising that whilst most of the Cabinet considered 
Santa Anna exclusively as a prisoner of war, he re¬ 
garded him more as an apprehended murderer. 

“ The conduct of General Santa Anna will not permit 
me to view him in any other light. A chieftain battling 
for w'hat he conceives to be the rights of Ids country, how¬ 
ever mistaken in his viewi^. may be inivilcgcd to make hot 
and vigorous war upon the foe j but wdien, in violation of 
all the principles of civilized conflict, he avows and acts 
upon the revolting policy of extermination and rapine, 
slaying the surrendering, and plundering whom he slays, 
he forfeits the commiseration of mankind, by sinking the 
character of the hero into that of an abhorred murderer. 
The President of Mexico has pursued such a war upon the 
citizens of this republic. He has caused to be published 
to the world a decree, denouncing as pirates beyond the 
reach of his clemency, all who shall he found rallying 
around the standard of our independence. In accordance 
with this decree, he has turned over to the sword the 
bravest and best of our friends and fellow-citizens after they 
had grounded their arms, under the most solehm pledge 
that their lives should be spared. He has fired our dwell¬ 
ings, laid waste our luxuriant fields, excited servile and 
insurrcctiopary war, violated plighted faith, and inhumanly 
ordered the cold-blooded butchery of prisoneis^ who had 
b('cn betrayed into capitulation by heartleBS professions. I 
humbly conceive that the proclamation of such principles, 
and the perpetration of such crimes, place the offender out 
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of the pale of negotiation, and demand at our hands other 
treatment than what is due to a mere prisoner of war. In¬ 
stinct condonms him as a murderer, and reason justifies the 
verdict. Nor sliould the ends of justice be averted because 
of the exalted station of the criminal, or be made to give 
way to the suggestions of interest, or any cold considera¬ 
tions of policy. He who sacrifices human life at the shrine 
of ambition is a murderer, and deserves the punishment and 
infamy of one; the higher the offender, the greater reason 
for its infliction. I am, therefore, of opinion that our pri¬ 
soner, General Santa Anna, has forfeited liis life by the 
highest of all crimes, and is not a suitable object for the 
exercise of our pardoning prerogative.’* 

As the next best course to adopt after the rejec¬ 
tion of the proposal for the execution of Santa 
Anna, he recommended his detention until a treaty 
of peace had been concluded with Mexico; but liis 
mind adhered to the conviction, that the prisoner 
should be tried and punished for the crime of 
murder. 

** I still feel that stiict justice requires this course; that 
it is sustained by reason, and will receive tlic sanction of 
the present generation, as well as the approving voice of 
posterity. Jf the Cabinet could conci^: "with me in this 
view of the subject, and march boldly up to what I conceive 
to be the line of right, it would form a bright page in tlie 
histoiy of this infant nation. It would read well in the fu¬ 
ture annals of the present period, that the first act of this 
young republic was to teach the Caligula of the age that, 
in the administration of public justice, the vengeance of the 
law falls ^ke impartially <m the prince and the peasant. 
It is time that such ^ lesson should be taught the despots 
of the earth: they have too long enjoyed an •xen\ption 
from the •common punishment of crime. Throned in 
power, they banquet on the life of man, and then purchase 
security by the dispensation of favouis. We have it in 
our power now to give an impulse to a salutary change in 
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this order of tilings. We nrc sitting in judgment upon the 
life of a stupendous villain, who, like all others of his race, 
hopes to escape the blow of merited vengeance by the 
strong appeals which his exalted station enables him to 
make to the weak or selfish principles of nature. Sliall he 
be permitted to realise his hopes or not ? Shall our resent¬ 
ment be propitiated by promises, or shall we move sternly 
onward, regardless of favour or affection, to the infliction of 
a righteous punisliment? My voice is ^ Fiat jiastitia mat 
codum' ” 

He disclaimed resorting to the law of retaliation 
in support of the measure he proposed; all he asked 
was even-handed justice: 

** Let the same punishment be awarded him which we 
would feel bound in honour and conscience to infiict on a 
subaltern charged and convicted of a like offence: this is 
jJl that justice can require. If he have committed no act 
which would bring condemnation on a private individual, 
then let him be protected; but if he have perpetrated 
crimes, which a man iu humble life would have to ex¬ 
piate upon the scaffold, then why shield him from the just 
operations of a law to which another is held amenable ? 
I'he exalted criminal finds security in negotiation, whilst 
the subaltern offender is given over to the sword of the exe¬ 
cutioner. Surely'*no considerations of interest or pdlicy 
cun atone for such a violation of principle. View the 
matter in every possible light, and Santa Anna is still a 
murderer.” 

Alluding to the feelings of the Volunteers, he 
said, 

“ It win beusdiess to talk to a soldier of Smx J^nto about 
national independence, and national domain, so long as the 
bones of his murdered brethren lie bleachh^onthe prairies 
unrevenged. Treble the blessings proposed to be gained 
by this negotiation will be considered as poor and valueless, 
when weighed against that proud and high resentment 
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which the soldier feels for wrongs received. In the day of 
battle the animating cry was ‘Alamo!* —And why? be¬ 
cause it was known that the slaughterer of the Alamo was 
then in the field: it -was him that .was sought. It was not 
against the poor and degraded instruments of his tyranny 
that we warred; they fell, it is true, before our avenging 
strokes like grass before the reaper’s sickle.” 

The influences of wealth and station, he maintain¬ 
ed, caused men to deal out unequal justice. 

“ The great difficulty in dealing with our prisoner as his 
crimes deserve arises, as I have already intimated, from the 
fact that education will not petmit us to strip him of his ill- 
gotten honours, and view him in the attitude of a private 
individual. We arc taught, by what we see around us in 
early childhood, to reverence wealth and power, and it is 
almost impossible in after-life to emancipate the mind from 
the slavish thraldom ; so that when we approach the guilty 
lords of creation, there is an involuntary shrinking back, as 
if wc deemed them privileged in enormity, and not 
amenable to us for their outrages. Wc feel that we should 
not deal with them as wc would with ordinary men. If a 
peasant, convicted of murder, shall offer a bribe for the 
preservation of his life, it meets wdth prompt and indignant 
repulsion; but if a prince, under like circumstances, shall 
in the fulness of his power propose some, lordly favour, it 
is accepted with-avidity, as if it were upon our part a vir¬ 
tuous performance of duty. Besides this, wc flatter our¬ 
selves that there is nothing wrong in the transaction, be¬ 
cause we are not personally imd privately the beneficiaries 
of the bargain; but certainly the right or wrong doth not 
depend upon who are the recipients, whether the public or 
an individual. If we have a right thus to act for the good 
of the nation, we can do the same for tlfe good of a com¬ 
munity and if for a community, we can for a family^ and 
if for a family, why may not that family be om* own ? This 
mode of reasoning wdll readily exhibit the fallacy, if not the 
immorality, of that doctrine which dfhws a distinction be¬ 
tween a high and a low offender, and justifies a negotiation 
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with the one, which would be odious and criminal with the 
other.” 

He reminded the government of the character of 
those whose death they were called on to avenge. 
They were no mercenary soldiery. The history of 
war could not furnish a nobler band than those who 
rallied around the standard of honour. He had 
known many of them personally, and could testify 
to their generous spirit. 

Never did the broad eye of day look uiv)n a fouler 
murder; never were a better or a braver people sacrifiet'd 
to a tyraxit*s ferocity. The most of thorn were youthful 
heroes.” 

He had not adverted to the policy of the course 
he advocated, because it was useless to discuss con* 
sequences where principle directed the way. Yet 
he deemed it not difficult to prove that the course 
he urged was as safe on the score of policy, as it 
was sound in principle. The release of Santa Anna 
would not facilitate the recognition of Texan inde¬ 
pendence, and his death would be a salutary warn¬ 
ing to the leaders of future expeditions. 

I have always thought, and stiU believe, that our solo 
reliance should be upon our swords, and not upon the faith 
of Santa Anna. If the armies now on the retreat shall dare 
a countermarch, there will not be in the next battle a 
Mexican left to teU the tale of their defeat ; and if another 
expedition against us shall be gotten up in the fail or the 
spring, there wiU'^come into our country such acayalcade of 
heroes as cwill make their chivalry;, skip. The very ftrst 
army that turns its face to the £ai^ will ^wi^en awar which 
will move onward and onward over the broad prairies of 
the West, knowing no tealninfdion until it reaches the walls 
of Mexico, where we shall pknt ffie standard of the Single 
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Star, and sond forth our decrees in the voice of our ar¬ 
tillery.” 

Having stated his “ humble views on this embar¬ 
rassing ({uestion,” General Lamar professed himself 
ready to yield a cheerful acquiescence in the decision 
of the majority of the Cabinet. Harmony in their 
councils being indispensable to the preservation of 
the public tranquillity, and he having many reasons 
to know that, whatever might be ordered, would be 
deemed for the best, he observed in conclusion— 

That my feelings and opinions may not be misappre¬ 
hended, I beg leave, by way of recapitulation, to state that, 
toward the common soldiers among our Mexican prisoners, 
1 cherish no malice or resentment, looking upon the most 
of them in the light of unwilling instruments in the hands 
of tyranny; neither can I perceive in the conduct of the 
officers any particular acts which might not be considered as 
legitimate in a soldier devoted to his profession, or in a pa¬ 
triot enlisted in the cause of his country. These, after an 
exchange of prisoners, I would retain in the custody of the 
government until the conclusion of the w'ar; but, viewing 
General Santa Anna altogether in a different attitude, 1 
would adopt the course in reference to him wliich I have 
already urged. His crimes being sangmnary, I would read 
his punishment from the Code of Draco.” 

The final disposal of General Santa Anna was 
reserved for the government about to be established 
' in conformity with the Constitution. 

Lamar was a Georgian, a native of the same 
State of the Union which gave birth to Fannin and 
the flower of his division. His indignation, as a 
brave and honourable man, against the pei’petrator 
of a cold-blooded massacre, was consequently 
heightened by regard for his victims.* As Ge- 

* Among the prisoners slaughtered with Fannin at Groliad were 
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nefal Lamar has since risen to the highest offices of 
the Republic of Texas, a notice of his previous 
career will not be out of place. 

Of a highly respectable family, of French descent 
on the paternal side, Mirabeau B. Lamar was bom 
in the county of Jefferson, in Georgia, on the 16th 
of August, 1798. He was early selected by George 
M. Troup, Governor of that State, to be his private 
secretary, and was received into his family upon 
terms of intimate and confidential friendship. Hav¬ 
ing distinguished himself as tlie defender pf State 
rights against Federal encroachment, he was brought 
forward by those who observed and admired his 
conduct, as a candidate for a seat in Congress. 

“ The political opinions of the several candidates, were 
demanded in writing; and when those who selected him 
attempted to dictate his course, he withdrew his name 
from their nomination, and gave his reasons for the measure 
in an able and eloquent address, in which he exposed the 
dictatorial temper and dangerous influence of the Caucus 
party. This brought upon hinrj for a time, the disjdeasure 
of the party leaders, whose opinions, and not his o^, were 
attempted to be made the guide of his political conduct. 
So great was Ms, abhorrence ever after of political ma¬ 
nagers and party dictation, that he refused every sMidta- 
tion of his firiends to have his name again Mought before 
the people as a candidate for popular favour. But this 
resolution in no wise abated the fervour of bis patriotism. ' 
Whilst he uniformly, but respectfully, declined till public 


a number of the Irish settlds of San Fatricio. For no in¬ 
dignant codfhtiymap has yet raised a voice. In&list of part of 
the division, I finfl the names of Hunter, Jf. Kelly, 

M. Byrne, Ptttrick Nevin, J. Il^lpne, J). Hiipowan, W. Hams, 
Coghlan, Disney, Gibbs, Gnrn Fraser, 

and W atson—all of British bhih. *' ^ 




CHAP. I.] MIRABEAU LAMAH. 257 

honours, he continued to enlighten the people by his writ¬ 
ten productions, and to rouse them by his eloquence to a 
just sense of their rights.” 

To recruit his health, which required continued 
exercise and the excitement of travel, he prepared 
for a journey to Texas, and entered the country in 
the mouth of duly, 1835. From Nacogdoches he 
proceeded to Cole’s Settlement, where he announced 
his intention to become a Texan citizen. In ac¬ 
cordance with his determination, he paid an autho¬ 
rized surveyor of the colony a fee to run him oil' his 
head-right lands. He also made a declaration in 
the Primary Assembly of the people at Washington, 
on the Brazos, when the war was first agitated, that 
Texas was not only to be his future home, but that, 
in the event of a revolutionary .struggle, he w^ 
resolved to adopt her destiny for good or ill. 

From Washington he went to San Felipe, where, 
in consequence of the closing of the Land Office, he 
was unable to obtain an oitler for his head-right. 
He was informed by the Empresario, Stephen Aus¬ 
tin, that he might proceeU to the United States, and 
return without forfeiting any of his privileges. He 
departed accordingly, about the end of November; 
and shortly after his arrival in Georgia, and before 
he could arrange his affairs, he received intelli¬ 
gence which induced him to forego all personal 
considerations, and hasten back to the land of 
his adoption. He landed • at Velasco about the 
period of the massacre at Goliad. All was pqnic 
and confusion, and the enemy was said to be close at 
hand. Unable to procure a horsej^ he started on 
foot for the army, and joined its ranks as a private 
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soldier, about ten days before the battle of San 
Ja<nnto. His gallantry, in a partial engagement ou 
the 20tli, raised him to the command of the cavalry 
corps on the 2l8t. He was sliortly afterwards in¬ 
vited to the Cabinet of the President; first as At¬ 
torney-General, and then as Secretary of War. 

A writer, who had been acquainted with him for 
stivcral years, has sketched his character in tliese 
terms:— 

General Lamar is a warm-hearted and enthusiastic 
man, and devoted to his friends. There is no considera¬ 
tion of self—no impulse of ambition—^no inducement of 
interest—^no fitfulnoss of temper, which can induce him to 
forsake them. He is gentle and forgiving, gay, companion¬ 
able, and confiding. He is neither proud nor vain, but 
modest and unpretending. It is Ids simplicity of charac ter 
Which strangers to his feelings mistake for pride. With 
coimnanding. talents, and an undying enthusiasm animating, 
impelling, and directing him to the performance of the most 
generous and daring deeds, he is qualified to give energy 
and character to a new government. He is a practical 
man in all the affairs of life, and his political productions 
exhibit the soundest views ai|j the most enlightened judg¬ 
ment. Some of the best essays upon the government of 
the United States, which appeared in the public press of 
Georgia, emanated from his pen. He is fond of the arts, 
and lias cultivated them with groat attention, but not at the 
expense of his knowledge and usefulneBS as a statesman.*’ 

On the 9th of June, General Santa Anna trans¬ 
mitted to the President a Protest, of which the fol¬ 
lowing are tlje heads: 

" I pji^otest against the violation of the faith engaged in 
the‘ agreement made between me and the government of 
Texas, signed the 14th May ult., and commenced verbally 
with the GeneraUin-Chief of the army of Texas, Samuel 
Houston, and T. J. Busk, Secretary of War. 
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“ 1st. For having been treated more like an ordinary 
criminal than as a inisoner of war, the head of a respect- 
iiblc nation, even after the agreements had been com¬ 
menced. 

2nd. For the treatment as prisoner of war, and ill usage 
received by the IVlexicaii general, Adrian Woll, who had 
come into the Texan camp with a flag of truce, under the 
safeguard and word of honour of General Houston, and 
with tlie consent of the members of the Cabinet: 

“ :5rd. Against the non-fulfilment of the exchange of pri¬ 
soners, stipulated in the 9th article, inasmuch as, up to the 
present time, not even one Mexican prisoner of- war has 
bticn set at liberty, notwithstanding the liberty given to all 
the Tcxan.s in possession of the army under my command. 

4t.h. Because the sine qiui non of the 10th article, as 
follows, has not been carried into effect; which is, that I shall 
be sent to Vera Cruz ‘ when the government shall deem 
it proper f whereas the President himself and the Cabinet 
of Texas, being convinced that I had punctually fulfilled 
all my engagements, viz., that the Mexican army, 4,000 
strong, should retreat from the position it occupied on the 
Brazos to beyond ‘ Kio Grandethat all the property 
should be given up, also the prisoners of war—^had de¬ 
termined on my embarking in the Texan schooner of war, 
the Invincible, in which I finally did embark on the 1st June 
instant, after addressing a short farewell to the Texans, 
wherein I thanked them for their generous behaviour, and 
offered my eternal gratitude. 

5th. For the act of violence committed on my person, 
and abuse to which I have been exposed, in compelling me 
to come again ashore, on the 4th instant, merely because 
130 volunteers, under the command of General Thomas 
J. Green, recently landed on the beach at Velasco from New 
Orleans, had, with tumults and with threats* requested that 
my person should be placed at their disposal. •• , 

" Finally/* I protest against the violence kept up towards 
me, by being placed in a murrow |>rison, surrounded with 
sentinels, and suffering privations which’absolutely render 
life insupportable, or tend to hasten death; and finally, 

s 2 
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for being nnccrtain in regard to my future fate, and 
tliat of the other prisoners, notwithstarduig a solemn 
treaty.” 

To this commnoicatioTi Mr. Burnet replied on the 
10th. lie admitted, with “ profom id mortification 
that popular excitement had constrained the govern¬ 
ment to deviate for a season from the terms of the 
treaty, relative to his conveyance to Vera Cj-uz. 

“ But,” he added, the causes that have produced tlie 
constraint under which the goverament have acted are not 
unknown, to you, and I should regret to believe that you 
were incapable of giving to tliein a just, appreciation. I'lie 
citizens, and the citizen soldiers of 'I'cxas, have felt, and do 
feel, a deep, intense, and righteous indignation at the many 
atrocities which have been perpetrated by tiie troops lately 
under your Excellency’s command; and especially at tlie 
barbarous massacre of the brave Colonc'] l\nuin and his 
gallant companions. How far your Excellency participatt'd 
in that abominable and inglorious slaugbt(‘r 1 am not dis¬ 
poser! to con jef'ture ; but it is both natural and true that t,he 
p(‘oj)le of Texas impute it to your Excellency’s special 
command. 

1st. I do not preci.scly comprehend the character of the 
treatment objected to, and would have been pleased to have 
had the specifications. If your Excellency alludes to the 
accommodations which have been assigned to you, I would 
reply that I have cheerfully subjected my own sick family 
to many hardships, in order to render to your Excellency 
the best accommodations in our power. That we are at 
present destitute of the ordinary comforts of life, is mainly 
attributable to your Excellency’s visit to our new country; 
and on this account we fed less regret that you should par¬ 
take of pur privations. 

“‘^2nd. Your second protest, relating to the tjreatment ex¬ 
perienced by the Mexican General Adrian Woll, involves 
some facts which .1 do sincerely deplore, but for which tliis 
government is not strictly responsible. 
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“ Your Excclloncy is sensible that we have done all in 
our power to guamutee the safe return of General ^V’^oU to 
the ]Mexi(‘aii eanip ; but our orders have been contravened 
by the coiimiander of the T<’xan anuy, at a remote distance 
from the seat of government. The reasons that have ac¬ 
tuated that officer have not been fully detailed to us; but 
wo are inforim'd that they are predicated on some alleged 
iniju'udences of General Woll, whose good discretion, 
u<‘ know, has not been voj'y conspicuously manifested 
during his stay amongst us 

^h'd. The third article of your prottist is ^ against the 
uon-fnlfilment of the exchange of prisoners stipulated in the 
ninth article, inasmuch as, up to the present time, not one 
IMcxiciui pi’isoiier of war has btien sot at liberty, notwith¬ 
standing the liberty given to all the Texans in possession of 
the army under my command.’ 

Your Excellency seems to have a more minute intelli¬ 
gence on this subject than has come to my knowledge ; for 
1 have no official information of a single I'cxan jirisoner 
having been given up under the treaty. Some of the in¬ 
tended victims, the companions of the murdered Eanniii, 
have happily effected their escape, and safely arrived 
amongst us ; hut those cannot be considered as liberated in 
the sense of the treaty; whereas this government has gra¬ 
tuitously discharged several Mexican captives, and defrayed 
their expenses to New Orleans, tlie destination which they 
solicited. 

“ 4th. The fourth clause of your Excellency’s protest has 
been antecedently answered in part. Y"our Excellency’s 
recollection has betrayed you into an error, when you say, 

‘ the President himself, arid the Cabinet of Texas, being 
convinced that I had punctually fulfilled all my engage¬ 
ments,’ &c. 

“ This government were convinced thaf your Excellency 
had complied with some of your stipulations, and^this con¬ 
viction aggravates the mortification which the late events 
have inflicted uppn them.. But they were not infomiecl 
that * all the property had been given •up ;* or that any of 
the prisoners had been restored, as your Excellency erro- 
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neously imat^nes. On tlie contrary, we were advised that 
large herds of cattle had been driven in advance of the re¬ 
treating army; and tliat a few only of the slaves that had 
been abducted were returned. 

It is due to your Excellency to say, that the government 
confidently believed that these restorations would be ef¬ 
fected, as early as a. proper convenience would admit. But 
T am induced to advert to another fact, in relation to n liich 
it would be difficult to extend the same charitable excid- 
palion to the officers of the Mexican army. It has been 
reported that the w^alls of the Alamo at Bexar have been 
prostrated, and that the valuable brass artillery attached to 
that fortress have been melted down and destroyed. 

“ There were many painful and pleasing and glorious 
reminiscences connected vdth that Alamo, which renders its 
wanton dilapidation peculiarly odious to every Texan spirit; 
and your Excellency needs not to he informed that the de¬ 
struction of it was an infraction of the armistice, and a 
violation of the treaty. 

“ /)th. In reply to your Excellency’s fifth protestation, I 
remark, that the painful circumstances, which induced tlic 
government to direct your debarkation, have already been 
adverted to in a spirit of frankness and of self-humiliation, 
which a consciousness of error alone could extort. It were 
superfluous to repeat the causes which induced this govern¬ 
ment to vary its discretion in regard tO the time they 
should deem the departure of youx Excellency to be pro¬ 
per. I am not sensible of any act of ‘ violence and abuse’ 
to which you were exposed, that was not necessarily con¬ 
comitant on your return to shore. 

“ To your final protest I reply, that while you arc a pri¬ 
soner ordinaiy precautions are inevitable. I have not been 
apprised of anything more ; and your privations ( as alleged) 
are those we sufier ourselves.” 

The feeling in favour of Texas was extending in 
the United States. An entertainment was given by 
its friends in the city of New York, at which Gene- 
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ral Hamilton, Mr. Preston (member for South 
Carolina, in the Senate of the United States), and 
other distinguished public men were present. In 
Congress also several of the leading members raised 
their voices in support of the lexan cause. On the 
18th of Juno, Mr. Clay, from a Committee of the 
Senate on Foreign Relations, reported favourably to 
the recognition of the independence of Texas, so 
soon as it should appear that she had in “ successful 
operation a civil government, capable of performing 
and fulfilling the obligations of an independent 

pOVV(T.” 

, Speaking of the military struggle, he said— 

If the contest has been unequal, it has, nevertheless, 
been maintained by Texas with uncommon resolution, un¬ 
daunted valour, and eminent success; and the recent 
splendid victory—in which that portion of the Mexican 
army which was commanded by General Santa Anna, the 
Fresident of the Mexican government, in person, was entirely 
overthrown with unexampled slaughter, compared with the 
inconsiderable loss on the other side, put to flight and cap¬ 
tured, including among the prisoners the President himself 
and staff—may be considered as decisive of the independ¬ 
ence of Texas.” 

The two houses of Congress, acting separately, 
passed resolutions in accordance with the terms of 
Mr. Clay’s Report; the preamble to the resolution 
of the House of Representatives distinctly intimat¬ 
ing that the “ expediency ” of recognising Texas 
should be left to the decision of Congress. .^On the 
27th of June, the Senate, on the motion of Mr. Pres¬ 
ton, adopted a resolution for sending a Commis¬ 
sioner to Texas. Mr. Morfitt was appointed by the 
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executive to visit the country, and report its situa¬ 
tion and resources. 

The Texan Government ad mterim having dis¬ 
charged the duties which devolved upon it in a 
season of great emergency, President Burnet issued 
his proclamation, ordering an election of a Presi¬ 
dent, Vice-President, and Members of Congress, and 
requiring that the people should simultaneously 
declare their sentiments with respect to the existing 
Constitution framed by the delegates in March, and 
in relation to the question of the annexation of 
Texas to the United States—a measure of apj)arent 
expediency in the exhausted state of tlioir linances^ 

Stephen Austin was nominated to the Presidency 
of Texas on the 9th of August. General Houston, 
who had returned to Texas, was also nominated to 
the same office, at Columbia, on the 28th of the 
month, by more than 600 persons. 

Early in September, Samuel Houston was elected 
first Constitutional President of the Republic of 
Texas, and Mirabeau B. Lamar Vice-President. 

The voice of the people declared for the Consti¬ 
tution as it was; and ail the suffrages, * except 93, 
were given for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States of America* 

The Texan Congress assembled at Columbia on. 
the 3rd of October. Few legislative bodies were 
ever convened under more trying circumstances. 
Rumours of ‘Mexican invasion had agitated the 
country early in the summer, had passed away, and 
were again renewed. The Mexican gbvemraent 
had passed a depree on the 20th of May, annulling 
all stipulations entered into by Santa Anna while a 
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prisoner. Warlike preparations, on an extensive 
scale, had been made in Mexico, and General Lamar 
was called to the command of the Texan arm}^ to 
organize forces for the defence of the country. By 
an order of die United States Government, dated • 
the 11th of July, General Gaines was directed to 
cross the boundary line, and take a position in 
Texas, which order was executed in autumn. 
Troubles in the interior having diverted tlie at¬ 
tention of the Mexican government from Texas, 
nothing farther was heard of the projected expedi¬ 
tion until November, on the Dth of which month 
General Bravo, Commander-in-Chief of the Army of 
the North, issued a Proclamation to his soldiers, 
from the camp at San Luis Potosi, announcing to 
them that they were destined to form an important 
part of the army against Texas. 

“ Since the grand work of our independence was acliiev(*d,” 
said the General, our country never called upon its worthy 
sons in defence of a more sacred cause, nor to sustain a 
more just war. In that Texas, where there should only be 
found people friendly to the Mexicans, and grateful for the 
generous hospitality granted by them, you but meet with 
hordes of insolent adventurers, who, when our usurped lands 
are claimed from them, answer by raising the savage cry 
of war. A trifling success, w’hich must be attributed to the 
contempt with which they were looked upon, and by no 
means to their own prowess, has filled them with vain 
glory.” 

Threatened from without, Texas was disorganized 
at home*: the lands laid waste; the people im¬ 
poverished ; the Government inundated with claims 
and demands; the treasury empty; the army naked 
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and starving. Still, amidst its multiplied embar¬ 
rassments, the legislature proceeded to the discharge 
of its functions with the unshrinking constancy of 
the Anglo-American spirit. 

In his Inaugural Address, President Houston 
dwelt upon the difficulties and perplexities that 
must beset his administration; which patriotic zeal, 
guided by philosophy and wisdom, could alone ('li¬ 
able him to surmount. He recommended treaties 
of peace and amity with the Indians, and the esta¬ 
blishment of commercial intercourse with the tribes. 
To provide against Mexican invasion, their energies, 
he said, should be kept alive; their army organized, 
disciplined, and increased in proportion to their 
necessities. He contrasted the perfidy and cruelty 
of their invaders with their own humane and for¬ 
giving conduct, which reflected so much glory on 
the Anglo-Saxon race, and had obtained for them 
the sympathy and the aid of friends in the land of 
their origin. The last topic to which he adverted 
was annexation to the United States, the appeal in 
favour of which had been made by “ a willing 
people,” who hoped to be welcomed into the great 
family of freemen.” Addresses were also delivered 
by General Lamar, in his capacity* of Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic and Chairman of the Senate, 
which, in an elevated tone of patriotism, deprecated 
party spirit and controversial intolerance. 

Following uj) the declared wishes of the people, 
the CoiTgress passed an Act, empowering the Pre¬ 
sident to appoint a minister to negotiate 'at "Wash¬ 
ington for the ^inexation of to the Union. 
A law was also passed, authorizing the President to 
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issue bonds, of 1,000 dollars each, to an amount not 
exceeding five millions of dollars, to bear interest to 
the purchaser not exceeding ten per cent., to be re¬ 
deemed at the (ixpiration of thirty years, and to be 
offered for sale by two Commissioners in the United 
States or in England; said commissioners to re])ort 
from time to time the amount of the bonds sold, 
and the expenses of sale. It was provided, likewise, 
that the Commissioners might sell bonds to the 
amount of two millions, redeemable in not less than 
five years; and that the holders should be entitled 
to purchase the lands of the Republic at the mini¬ 
mum government price, paying bonds for the same; 
and finally, that for interest and principal, the public 
faith should be pledged, as also the jiroceeds of tha 
sale of the public domain, and the taxes on land, 
after 1838. Among the measures of the Session 
were Acts for granting bounties in land to those 
who fought at Bexar, the Alamo, Goliad, and San 
Jacinto, and their legal representatives ; for increas¬ 
ing the navy, by the purchase of a sloop of u ar and 
two armed steam vessels; and for incorporating a 
Railroad, Navig’ation, and Banking Company.* 

To meet the invasion threatened by General 
Bravo, President Houston ordered that every able- 
bodied man, subject to military service, should pro¬ 
vide himself with a good rifle, or gun, 100 rounds 
of ammunition, and, if procurable, a good horse. 
He also issued orders for the immefliate organiza¬ 
tion of the Militia. 

For a list of tivc Public Acts aud Regu^itions of Congress so 
late as the spring of 1840, see Appendix, No. VII1. 



268 


TEXAS. 


[book Hi. 


The disposal of Santa Anna became a suhjt'ct of 
legislative consideration. In August, a plot for his 
release had been discovered at Columbia. The ves¬ 
sel destined to bear him off was seized, and the 
Mexican President and Colonel Almonte put in 
strict confinement. The former, it was alleged, 
attcmpt(‘d to destroy himself by swallowing ojnuin, 
which only j)roduced nausea. 

It was the desire of President Houston to s(md 
Santa Anna to Washington, with a view to certain 
diplomatic arrangements, to which the govermiKiUt 
of the United States was to be a paj*ty. His en¬ 
largement was opposed on the several grounds that 
the conditions of the treaty with him had not been 
fulfilled by Filisola; that no reliance could be jdaced 
on his jjroinises; that he could not treat at Wash¬ 
ington, the government of the Unitcnl States having 
received formal notification that none of his ads 
would he recognised by Mexico ; that his detention 
in Texas would deter his friends from invading tin; 
country; and that, in the event of Texas invading 
Mexico, his name and person would facilitate the 
progress of the army. In reply to these arguments 
it was stated, that his maintenance was a useless 
expense to thq government; that proclamations in 
his name, at the head of an invading army, would 
be of no avail; that if libersited, he might regain 
j)Ower, and acknowledge the independence of Texas, 
and, if he failed to reinstate himself in authority, he 
would obtain a respite for TexaSj by exciting civil 
commotion in Mexico; and that, at the worst, should 
he, after regaining his'position, renew his attempts 
upon Texas, he would encounter the execrations of 
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tile civilized world, while Texas would be justified, 
and lier cause sustained. Ultimately, after much 
discussion, Santa Anna was released by an act of 
the Executive. 

William H. Wharton, ajipointed Minister from 
Texas to the United States, left the seat of Govern¬ 
ment for AVashini^ton on the 17tli of November. 
General Santa Anna proceeded to the same desti¬ 
nation in December, escorted by Colonels Bee and 
Hockley, and Captain Patton. He had writteni, in 
Aujrust, to the President of the United States, ex¬ 
pressing his willingness to fulfil his stipulations 
with Genl^ral Houston, and requesting his mediation. 
The only obstacle was the Mexican decree of the 
20th of May, annulling the power of Santa Anna 
wliile a prisoner. If his authority and influence 
were to be rendered available, either for the aeknow'- 
ledginent of Texas as an Independent and Sovereign 
Nation, or as a State of the American Union, he 
should be left to act free and untrammelled, and be 
restored to the exercise of his authority as President 
of Mexico—his tenure of which office was to expire 
on the 1st of March, 1837. Under this impression, 
General Houston had acceded to his release and 
assumed its responsibility 

Santa Anna arrived at Washington on the 18tli 
of December, and,.,on the 2l8t, President Jackson 
addressed a message to Congress on the subject of 
Texan recognition. Having commfinicated the re¬ 
port of his Commissioner of Inquiry, Mi».*]VIprfitt, 
transmitted from Texas, respecting the pretensions 
of that country to form an independent Sovereign 
State—which report was favourable to recogni- 
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tion—the President delivered his opinion in these 
words:— 

“ The title of Texas to the territory she claims is iilenti- 
fied with her independence. She asks us to acknowledge 
that title to the territory, with an avowed ilosign to treat 
immediately of its transfer to the United States. It be¬ 
comes to beware of a too early movement, as it might 
subject us, however unjustly, to the imputation of seeking to 
establish the claim of our neighbours to a territory, with a 
view to its subsequent acquisition by ourselves. Pnid£*nee, 
therefore, seems to dictate that we should still stand aloof, 
and maintain our present attitude, if not until Mexico her¬ 
self, or one of the great foreign powers, shall recognise the 
independence of the new power, at least until the lapse of 
time or the course of events shall have proved, beyond cavil 
or dispute, the ability of the people of that country to main¬ 
tain their separate sovereignty, t|nd to maintain the govern¬ 
ment constituted by them.” 

The afflictions of Texas in the year 183(5 were 
consummated by the death of Stephen Austin, who, 
on the elevation of General Houston to the Presi¬ 
dency, had been called to the office of Secretary of 
State. He died at Columbia, on the Brazos, on the 
25th of December, in the forty-fifth year of his age, 
and was borne to his narrow home, in the land of 
his solicitude and love, amidst the heartfelt regrets 
of a grateful people, for whose interests he had un¬ 
grudgingly sacrificed time, endeavour, tranquillity, 
aiid health.* 

Stephen Austin’s character was of the true heroic 
mould. Unlike those mighty mischief-makers, 
whose px^ress resembles the devjastating course of 

* His relative, Mrs. Holley, in h^r work on TeicaiS, published 
in 1836, says —** General Austin is still a young man, not yet 
forty-five years of age,*^but, through the hardships of his life, looks 
much older than he really is.** 
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the pestilence and the tornado, and on whom vulgar 
minds confer a spurious renown, his genius led him 
to construct, not to destroy. In his youth he had 
received a respectable acadc^mical education, com¬ 
menced at Colchester in CConnecticut, and con¬ 
cluded in Transylvania University at Lexington, in 
Kentucky. But the world, with its practical expe¬ 
rience, was his real instructor. From early fami¬ 
liarity with business and intercourse with men, he 
gained that diversified knowledge which enabled 
him to perform the part allotted to him by Provi¬ 
dence—^a part without a pamllel in modern times. 

In June, 1821, Moses Austin bequeathed to his 
son his plan of Texan Colonization. Stephen, then 
in his thirtieth year, complied at once with his 
father’s last injunction. We have seen the perils he 
braved, the obstacles he surmounted—his struggles 
with the marauders of the wilderness—his sufferings 
in a Mexican prison—his duties and entanglements, 
civil, military, political, and financial. In ev(?ry epoch 
of his career, the spirit of order, equity, fortitude, 
and perseverance is apparent. Even those who 
proscribed his patriotism paid homage to his personal 
worth. General Cos, when he first entered Texas 
and found Austin at the head of the insurgent force, 
addressed him individually in terms of high respect; 
and Colonel Almonte has eulogized the “ admirable 
constancy!’ with which he followed up his enter¬ 
prise in Texas.* For fifteen years <ii(i he pursue 

• “ Habiendo muefte ebpadre de Don Estevan F. 1\tisUn, este 
siguid en la Impresa, con una constancia admirable^ y tiene hoy la 
satisfaccion de ver realizadas bus esperanzas, contando ya maa dc 
6,000 almaBen su colonia.”—Noiicia Estadistica sobre Tejas, p. 21. 
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his object with unswerving rectitude and untiring 
zeal, and he lived long enough to lay the found¬ 
ation of a flourisliing state, amidst the bloodshed 
and distraction of civil strife. 

TJie claims of Stephen Austin upon the affections of 
the people of 7exas,*' writes Mirabeau Lamar, “^were of 
the strongest kind. He was not only the founder of our 
Republic, but scarcely a blessing has flowed to our country 
which might not be fairly attributed to his unwearied exer¬ 
tions for its welfare; whilst almost every calamity whuh has 
befallen it might have been averted by an adherence to his 
wise and prudent counsels. The world has affbrded but few 
examples of superior intelligence and sagacity; and as for 
disinterested and extended philanthropy—his long suffering 
for the weal of others—his patient endurance under ]>ersecu- 
tion—bis benevolent forgiveness of injuries—and bis final 
sacrifice of health, happiness, and life in the service of his 
country—all conspire to place him, without a modern rival, 
among the first of patriots and the host of men.” 

Another leader of the revolution had gone before 
Austin. Lorenzo de Zavala died in November, and 
the Senate testified its respect for his memory by 
adjourning for a day* 

After a Session of little more than two months, 
the Congress of Texas adjourned in December, 
having adopted a variety of measures calculated to 
promote the public good. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Relations of Mexico and the United States—Peremptory Instruc¬ 
tions to the American Minister—^Withdrawal of Gorostiza— 
Conferences between President Jackson and Santa Anna— 
Arrival of Santa Anna at Vera Cruz—^Message of the Governor 
t)f South Carolina—General Hamilton’s Report to the Senate— 
Acknowledgment of Texan Independence by the United States 
—Application of Texas to be annexed to the Federal Union— 
Diplomatic Correspondence—Renewal of diplomatic Relations 
between the United States and Mexico—Message of President 
Houston—Opposition of the Northern and Middle States to 
Texan Annexation—Mr. Preston’s Resolution—'Withdrawal of 
the Proposition to annex Texas to the Union. 

On the 20th of July, 1836, eleven days after the offi¬ 
cial communication to the government of the United 
States, of the decree suspending the Presidential 
authority of Santa Anna the American minister to 
Mexico, Mr. Ellis, had. been directed by President 
Jackson to present fourteen specific, and sundry 
indefinite, claims for indemnity to the Mexican 
Government, running as, far back as 1817. 

“ If, contrary to the President’s hope,” said the instruc¬ 
tions to Mr. Ellis, ** no satisfactory answer shall be given to 
this just and reasonable demand, within three weeks, you 
will inform the Mexican Goternment that, unless redress is 
afforded without unnecessary delay, your further residence 
in Mexico will be useless. Ijf this state of*things continues 
longer, you will give /castnsl notice to the Mexican <^vern- 
ment that, unless a satisfisetory answer shall be given within 
a fortnight, you are instructed to ask for your passports; 
and, at the end of that time, if you db not receive such 
ansyrer, it is the President’s direction that you demand your 
VOL. II. T 
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passports and return to the United States, bringing with 
you the archives of the legation.*’ 

On the 26th of September, the list of claims was 
presented to the Mexican Government; on the 3r(l 
of October, the Mexican Secretary of State informed 
Mr. Ellis that time was required to examine various 
documents touching the cases, some of which were 
of old dates; adding, that the result would be com¬ 
municated with all possible despatch. On the 20tli 
of the same month, Mr. Ellis intimated tliat, unless 
redress were afforded without unnecessary delay, 
his longer residence in Mexico would be useless. 
On the 4th of November, he gave the final notice of. 
a fortniglit; and, on the 10th, advised Mr. Forsytli 
of the state of the negotiation. On the 15th of 
November, the Mexican acting Secretary of State 
(Monasterio) replied defensively to tlie cases as pre¬ 
pared. To this reply Mr. Ellis framed a rejoinder; 
and concluded, in obedience to his instructions, b}^ 
demanding his passports. On the 7th of December, 
the diplomatic relations of the United States in 
Mexico were brought to an abrupt close. 

Gorostiza, tlie Mexican Minister at Washington, 
had continued to reiterate complaints of breach of 
neutrality with regard to Texas, until, without 
awaiting the order of his government, he demanded 
his passports on his own responsibility, on the 15th 
of October, 1836. In the annual Message to Con¬ 
gress, on the‘6th of December, 1836, President 
Jackson thus alludes to tlie relations between Mexico 
and the United States:— 

The known desire of the Texans to become a part of 
our system, although its gratification depends upon the re- 
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concilement of various conflicting interests, necessarily a 
work of time, and uncertain in itself, is calculated to expose 
our conduct to misconstruction in the eyes of the world. 
You will perceive by the accompanying documents that the 
extraordinary mission from Mexico has been terminated, on 
the sole grounds that the obligations of this government to 
itself and Mexico, under treaty stipulations, have compelled 
me to trust a discretionary authority to a high officer of onr 
army, to advance into territory claimed as part of Texas, if 
necessary to protect our own, or the neighbouring, frontier 
from Indian depredation. In the opinion of the Mexican 
functionary who h«is just left us, the honour of his country 
will be wounded by American soldiers entering, with the 
most amicable avowed purposes, upon. ground from which 
the followers of his government have been expelled, and 
over which there is at present no certainty of a serious effort 
on its ])art being made to re-establish dominion. The de¬ 
parture of this minister was the more singular as he was 
apprised that the sufficiency of tlie causes assigned for the 
advance of our troops by t he commanding generdd had been 
seriously doubted by me, and that there was every reason to 
suppose that the troops of the United States—their com¬ 
mander having had time to ascertain the. truth or falsehood 
of the information upon which they had been marched to 
Nacogdoches—would be either there, in perfect accordance 
with the principles admitted to be just in his conference 
with the Secretary of State, by the Mexican minister him¬ 
self, or were already withdrawn, in consequence of impressive 
warnings their commanding officer had received from the 
Department of War. It is hoped and believed that his 
government will take a more dispassionate and just view of 
this subject, and not be disposed to construe a measure of 
justifiable precaution, made necessaiy by its known inability, 
in execution of the stipulations of our treaty, to act upon the 
frontier, into an encroachment upon its rights, or«a«?tain 
upon its hoEOur. 

In the mean time the ancient complaints of injustice, 
made by our citizens, are disregarded, ftnd new causes of 
dissatisfaction have arisen, some of them of a character re- 

T 2 
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quirlng prompt remonstrance and ample immediate redress. 
I trust, however, by tempering firmness with courtesy, and 
acting with forbearance upon every incident that has oc- 
curr^, or that may happen, to do and obtain justice, and 
thus avoid the necessity of again bringing this subject to the 
view of Congress.” 

’t 

In a subsequent part of the Message, the President 
stated, that 

** At the date of tlie latest intelligence from Nacogdo¬ 
ches,” the troops of the . United States were at that station, 
but that the officer who had sucebeded General Gaines had 
" recently been advised that, from the facts known at the 
seat of government, there would seem to be no adequate 
cause for any longer maintaining that position, and he was 
accordingly instructed, in case the troops were not already 
withdrawn, under the discretionary powers before possessed 
by him, to give the requisite orders for that purpose on the 
receipt of the instructions, unless he should then have in his 
possession such information as should satisfy him that the 
maintenance of the post was essential to the protection of the 
frontier, and to the due execution of treaty stipulations as 
explained to him.”* 

* The following are the words of the' treaty on which President 
Jackson justified the advance of General Gaines to Nacogdoches: 

It is likewise agreed that the twt> contracting parties shall, by all 
the means in their power, noiaintain p^ce and harmony among the 
several Indian nations who inhabit me lands' adjacent to the lines 
and rivers which form the boundaidnt bf the two countries: and the 
better to obtain tins object, both parties bind th^selves expressly 
to restrain, by ferce^ aU hostUides and incarsioas onthepart of the 
Indian nations living in their respective boundaries; so that the 
United States of America will not snfier their Indians to attack the 
citizens. 5f%he United Mexican States, nor the Mexican States the 
Indians residing within their territories to commit hostilities 
against the citizens of the United States of America, nor against 
the Indians residing krithin the limits of those States, in any man* 
net whatever.” 
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When General Santa Anna arrived at Washing¬ 
ton he held secret conferences with the executive. 
It was surmised by opposition politicians that these 
oral discussions (not formal or official communica¬ 
tions) 

“ Resulted in an understanding, or a well-grounded ex¬ 
pectation reciprocally entertained, to the effect that Santa 
Anna, on regaining his power, should cede Texas to the 
United States, for which the United States should assume 
the claims of her citizens against Mexico, and pay a sum 
agreed upon, or that should be thereafter settled.”* 

A European would probably ask, why seek to 
purchase a territory that was already freely offered 
by its de facto possessors ? The answer is to be 
found in the constitution of the United States, which 
had given no authority to the Federal Government 
to annex a foreign power to the Union, or the Union 
to a foreign power. For acquisition by purchase. 
General Jackson was enabled to cite the precedent 
supplied by Mr. Jefferson in the case of Louisiana. 

Santa Anna left Washington on the 26th of De¬ 
cember, and was iurnished by President Jackson 
with a ship of war to convey him to Vera Cruz. 
The Senate of the United States, on the 14th of 
January, 1837, passed a i^lution, calling for “ any 
communications receivedy or correspondence had, 
between the executive of the United States and (Ge¬ 
neral Santa Anna, or by any other person claiming 
to act on behalf of Mexico,” respecting Texas. The 
answer to this resolution, which was accoii^anied 

♦ Letter from a Mender of Congress to a Gentleman offFeoh 
thersfeld, Vermont^ dated Washington, December, 1837. Pub¬ 
lished in the NaiioncU Intelligencer. 
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by Santa Anna’s letter of the 4th of July, requesting 
the President’s mediation, alleged that, “ no other 
communication upon the subject of the resolution 
referred to had been made to the executive by any 
person claiming to act on behalf of Mexico.” 

Another Message on Mexican affairs was presented 
by President Jackson to Congress, on the fith of 
February, accompanied by documents which showed 
that diplomatic relations between Mexico and the 
United States had ceased on the 7th of December 
1836, in accordance with the instructions tb Mr, 
Ellis of tlie 20th July. To this Message forty-six 
specified claims against Mexico were now appended. 
The President declared that, in relation to tliese 
claims, the conduct of Mexico “ would justify, in 
the eyes pf all nations, immediate war; ” but re¬ 
commended, “ as an act of wisdom and moderation,” 
that one more opportunity should be given to Mexico 
to atone for the past, before the United States took 
redress into their own hands. 

To avoid all misconception on the part of Mexico, as 
well as to protect their own national character from re¬ 
proach, this opportunity should be given, with the avowed 
design and full preparation to take immediate satisfaction, if 
it should not be obtained on a repetition of the demand for 
it.” 

« 

The President asked Congress to grant him the 
power of making hostile reprisals, in the event of 
the claims beihg refused “upon another demand 
thereoi^j made from on board one of their vessels of 
war, on the coast of Mexico.” 

Advices from ijlexico represented the restoration 
of Santa Anna to power as extremely doubtful. His 
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opponents had circulated the report that he had 
effected his liberation by making a compact for the 
cession of Texas—a compromise to the last degree 
offensive to Hispano - Mexican pride. With the 
knowledge of Santa Anna’s abated influence and 
clouded prospects, the Committees of the two Houses 
of Congress responded to the Message of the 6th of 
February, the Senate on the 18th, the House of 
Representatives on the 19th of that month. Recog¬ 
nising the wrongs- endured by American citizens 
from Mexico, Congress, without conceding the war 
power to the President, recommended measures 
suited to whatever contingency might arise. 

The probability of Santa Anna’s resumption of 
authority seemed daily to diminish, and with it the 
chances of acquiring Texas through the form of pur¬ 
chase, by secret arrangement with him—if such an 
arraiigcriieiit existed. On the 20th of February, he 
landed at Vera Cruz, and forthwith addressed a 
letter to the Minister at War, which was afterwards 
published in the Diario del GohiernOt the govern¬ 
ment paper of Mexico, wherein he disavowed all 
treaties and stipulations whatever, as conditional to 
his release. Thus writes the Mexican President 
upon his native soil:— 

Tlie pleasure 1 feel in again treading upon my native 
land, after the many outrages and tribulations I have en> 
dured; that pleasure, I say, was considerably diminished 
when I was informed that there were soigae individuals be¬ 
lieving my disgrace was so much the greater because I had 
betrayed my country and compromised her incfcpeiiLdence. 
What! betray an object so dear to my heart ? I who have 
so often fought to preserve her inviolable! Would it not be 
better that I should perish in the midst of my enemies than 
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that I should be the mark of so serious and unjust an accu¬ 
sation coming from my own fellow-countrymen? In this 
case^ as well as in many others, I have been the victim of 
calumny, and, in order to plac^ myself beyond the power of 
tliose charges, 1 should protest to yohr Excellency, and in 
the face of the entire world, that 1 obtained my liberty with¬ 
out subscribing to any conditions whatever; that either be¬ 
fore or since that conjuncture I have not made with any 
one, let him be who he rn^y, any contract that might bring 
reproach upon the national independence or honour, or 
place in jeopardy the integrity of the territory; that I ac¬ 
cordingly could have given no guarantees whatever to any 
individual or government relative to those pretended stipu¬ 
lations ; and before consenting, either willingly or through 
force, to any such conditions, I would have suffered a thou¬ 
sand deaths before subscribing to such terms. 

Your Excellency will be pleased to make known all 
these facts to the President ad interim^ and to felicitate him 
on account of the peace which reigns throughout the Repub¬ 
lic under the auspices of the new fundamental laws.which 
the nation has enacted through the medium of their repre¬ 
sentatives.” 

Assuming the fact that the acquisition of Texas 
by purchase was impracticable through Santa 
Anna’s intervention, or otherwise, the only mode by 
which President Jadkson could hope to accomplish 
his object was by compact withthe^ Teians, and this 
compact could not be mdde, consistently with treaty 
obligations, without the sanction of Mexico. One 
of two courses, therefore, was necessary : to cancel 
these obligations by war, m extort the assent of 
Mexico by hostile men^de^ The first point, how¬ 
ever, the recognitkin by the Unit^ States of 
the independence of Texas. 

Upon the propriety of taking this step there was 
a confiict of opinion in the Union—in several States 
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of which the real merits of the controversy between 
Texas and Mexico were not at all understood, and 
in others they were not regarded. In the North, 
where Texas was only viewed in connexion with 
New York land-jobbyig* slave-holding, and free- 
trade opinions^ its people were loaded with the most 
opprobrious epithets, which passed without examina¬ 
tion into the journals of Europe. Even in the anti¬ 
tariff State of South Carolina, /;he legislature would 
have reported against the recognition of Texas but 
for the active intervention of General James Hamil¬ 
ton, who aided the struggling Republic by the whole 
weight of his political and pemonal influence.* 

In the question of Texas (apart from his generous 
sympathy for an oppressed and gallant people). 
General Hamilton stood forward as the representa¬ 
tive of, those enlightened principles of commercial 
intercourse which promise, if thoroughly worked 
out, to accomplish the physical redemption of the 
human race, and to annihilate war by subverting its 
causes. He had signed the Convention of South 
Carolina, annulling the heavy and partial (Northern) 
Tariff—a measure which shook the basis of the 
Union, and whose destructive tendencies were ar¬ 
rested by the comprchnise effected by Mr. Clay. In 
Texas he had ^e sagacity to perceive an infant, but 
prospectively powerful asserter of those principles 
of trade with which he was identified. 

* In 1836 General Hamilton waa offered, by a unanimous vote 
of both branches of the Teimn Gpngress, Uie chief cem^and of 
the army, and was invited to become a citizen, to enjoy the honoum 
of the highest public trusts. He declined the offer, owing to 
domestic engagements in South Carolina, ami out of ddicacy to 
distinguished citizens of Texas. 
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In December, 1836, Governor M‘Duffie, of South 
Carolina, the intimate friend of General Hamilton, 
with whom he had been associated in public life for 
fifteen years, sent a message to the legislature of 
the State, disapproving of the Texan revolution— 
enforcing the obligations of strict neutrality—<lepre- 
cating recognition—and stating, that “ under what¬ 
ever circumstances of adventure, speculation, honour, 
or infamy the insurgents of Texas had emigrated to 
that country, they had forfeited all claim to fraternal 
regardthey having “ left a land of freedom for a 
land of despotism, with their eyes open, deserved their 
destiny.” A Report from the Committee of Federal 
Relations, in the House of Representatives, was sent 
up to the Senate for their concurrence, which con¬ 
tained an implied sanction of the Governor’s opinions, 
not only as to the respective merits of Mexico and 
Texas in the existing contest, but also as to their 
respective claims to American regard. As Chair¬ 
man of the Committee of Federal Relations in the 
Senate, General Hamilton drew up a Ih^port in 
answer to the Message, vindicating, from a know¬ 
ledge of the facts, the conduct of Texas, which Re¬ 
port was supported by Mr. Poinsett (formerly minis¬ 
ter to Mexico), and adopted without a division, by 
nearly a unanimous vote. After noticing the gene¬ 
ral characteristics of the Texan struggle, the Report 
alluded to the future relations between Texas and the 
United States! 

1 he sequel of this deeply-interesting drapia must be 
left to the dispensations of a wise Providence, whom we are 
taught to believe orders everything for the best. There may 
be those who suppose that it will be neither the policy of 
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the United States to recognise the independence of Texas 
nor to admit her into the Union. We do not desire to an¬ 
ticipate the vast considerations which enter into this subject. 
To such persons it might be said, that although both of 
these privileges might be denied, yet we cannot strike Texas 
from the map of the physical globe, nor from her territorial 
location. There she stands as our neighbour, for good or 
for evil, touching our frontier at a point of intimate com¬ 
munity with our most sensitive interests, and alluring, by 
her immense and boundless fertility of soil, a stream of 
emigration which is destined to make her a great State in 
our confederacy or a powerful separate empire.” 

General Hamilton addressed the Senate on the 
motion for the adoption of his Report, and the con¬ 
sequent rejection of that from the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. He met the Southern objection to the 
recognition of Texas, on the ground of competition 
in products, and maintained that the difficulties 
and evils of this competition were not to be obviated 
by withholding recognition, when Texas had esta¬ 
blished her claim to it according to the law of 
nations. 

" Would our refusal to recognise her independence, or 
admit her into the Union, in the language of the Report, 

‘ strike her from the map of the physical globe ?* Would 
it curse with an irreversible sterility the teeming fertility of 
her exuberant soil ? Would it cover with a blight the 
cotton plant, which in that favoured country grows almost 
with the perennial magnihconce of a tropical production? 
Would our refusal check th,e current of her rivers in their 
journey to the ocean, freighted with the rjehest staples of 
the finest agricultural country probably in the habitable 
globe ? Would, in one word, our refusal to receive as a 
member of this Confederacy check that disastrous stream of 
emigration that, without a reflux, is steadily setting west? 
No, not one jot. Let Texas once establish her independ¬ 
ence, and a separate Republic, and throw open a series of 
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free ports to the commerce of the world, and he would ask, 
whether the dangers of her competition would not be vastly 
augmented from the fact that, whilst her planters would 
make one-third more cotton to the acre than is produced 
oh the richest Mississippi bottom, the exchanges on the 
commodities, destined to purchase the staples of Texas, 
would come into that country burdened with 30 per cent, 
less of taxation ? 

In this view the subject is scarcely less important and 
interesting to the merchant and manufacturer at the North. 
For what would become of their respective trades, with 
millions of untaxed British navigation crowding the ports of 
Texas, and millions of B.'itish manufactures introduced 
through Texas, flooding the vast valley of the Mississippi ? 
These momentous considerations vrould have, he believed, 
to be presented one day or other, and that perhaps not very 
distant, to tlie deliberations of the American people. He 
trusted that their decision would add fresh stability and har¬ 
mony to the Union.”* 

Mr. Poinsett, in supporting the motion, made the 
following observations:— , 

" Ought we to imitate the conduct of'the members of the 
British Parliament, who condemned .them in unqualified 
terms, while they accused this governniwut of fermenting 
the revolution of Texas, in Order to acquire possession of 
that territory ? Mr. Ward, who tobk^^e lead in that debate 
in the House of Commons on the 5th August last, from the 
circumstance of his having been the British Envoy in Mexico, 
asserted that the United States ^ had long regarded Texas 
with covetous eyes, and that to obtain possession of that pro¬ 
vince had been the first <fi)ject of itS'polky’—now this opi¬ 
nion is contradicted by the fact that Mr.' Ad&tns might, if it 
had been judged mep^ient tb do so, by Mr. Monroe*8 ad¬ 
visers, haye obtained. possession of it by treaty. There was 
no serious obstacle to Ms extending our boundary so as to 
embrace Texas, when he made the treaty of limits with 

* I quote from the Columbia (South Carolina) Telescope^, of 
December 2lBt, 1836. 
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Don Luis Onis. It was an error—of which he became 
afterwards fully convinced. Mr. Ward said further, that 
he (Mr. Poinsett) had sought, during their mutual residence 
there, to acquire Texas for his government, and had made 
proposals to purchase the territory for ten millions of dol¬ 
lars. This, too, is a great mistake. He did not doubt that 
Mr. Ward had Ix'cn so informed; but the intelligence he 
received on that occasion was erroneous and unfounded. 
The American Government never made any overtures to 
Mexico for the purchase of Texas through him, nor during 
his residence there. Mr. Ward insinuated that these nego¬ 
tiations were conducted through the former Vice-President 
of Texas, Don Lorenzo de Zavala, of whoth he took occa¬ 
sion to speak disparagingly—* a man of talents, certainly; 
hut totally destitute of principle’—which simidy means that 
he was not of the Kiiglish party, but devotedly attached to 
republican principles—a devotion wl&ich he has displayed 
Ihioughoul all the trying scenes of the revolution in Mexico. 
In liis youth he was immured four years in the dungeons of 
the castle of Ulloa, for having dared to murmur against the 
tyranny of Spain. Upon the adoption of the Coii.stitution in 
that country in 1812, he was liberated and sent to Madrid 
by his countrymen to plead for the liberties of Americans, 
which he did fearlessly and eloquently. When the revolu¬ 
tion took place that separated Mexico from the mother 
country, he returned home and placed himself in the first 
rank of those who sought to give republican institutions to 
his country; and when thu last change took place, he in¬ 
dignantly returned his commission of Minister to France to 
Santa Anna, and retired to his farm in Texas, declaring 
that he had received the appointment from a h'ee govern¬ 
ment, and would not '^rve a tyrant. He said, in reply to 
Mr. Ward, that, the United States had maintained a strict 
neutrality in the controversy between Mexico and Texas, 
and had acted with the most perfect good faith towards both 
parties. , , ' 

“ From what he (Mr. Poinsett) hall seen and known of 
the policy of our government in this pa|;ticular, he thought 
South Carolina might repose upon the wisdom and pru- 
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dence of tlieir councils. He presumed the same course 
would be pui*sued towards Texas that had been pursued 
towards the States, of Spanish America. When a govern¬ 
ment de facto existed there, capable of maintaining its in- 
dej)endence, it woidd, he presumed* be recognised by this 
country. Such an act could not be regarded as a cause of 
war by Mexico. It had not been so considered by Spain; 
and when we recognised her revolted colonies, the amicable 
relations between the two countries were not interrupted.” 
* * * * If the annexation of Texas to these United 

States should become afterwards a question between us, and 
the proposal should come fror^them, he hoped it would b(* 
entertained by this country favourably, fie believed that 
tlie best interests of this country would be consulted by the 
adoption of such a measure. If the time of tlie Senate per¬ 
mitted, and it^vere a question fitting to be entertaineil here, 
ho thought he could prove conclusively, that the uitorcsts of 
the whole Union, and especially of the South, required that. 
Texas, if once separated from Mexico, should be annexed to 
these United States. 

ITie result of the contest between Mexico and Texas 
was, as truly said in the Report, in the hands of Providence. 
He thought it too probable that the Texans might be 
driven from their homes by the overwhelming forces prepar¬ 
ing to march against them, but the Mexicans cannot keep 
possession of that State—that government cannot maintain 
a large standing army at so great a distance from the capi¬ 
tal. They would be compelled to withdraw it in a shoi't 
time, and the Tesmns will re-occupy the country. To 
Mexico this is a perilous contest Their retreating forces 
may be followed to the centre of their fertile fiel^. This 
danger is the more imminent as alt the States north of 
Tamaulipas are essentially republican, and have submitted 
unwillingly to th® repeal of their free institutions. What¬ 
ever reverses Texas is still destiiied to undergo, if that people 

contimtb firm and united, they must ultimately be free.'* 

# 

On the 3rd of Match, 1837, the last day of Pre¬ 
sident Jackson*s official existence, he signed the 
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resolution of the Congress of the United States for 
the acknowledgment of the independence of Texas. 

On the 27th of May, under the Presidency of 
Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Bobert Greenhow, a clerk in 
the Department of State at Washington, was sent 
with despatches to Mexico, with instructions to de¬ 
liver them at the proper department, and remain 
one week for a reply. Mr. Greenhow executed his 
mission on the 20th of July. Tlie documents trans¬ 
mitted to Mexico consisted of fifty-seven articles of 
claims, with proofs and vouchers, which the Mexican 
minister, on tlie 29th of July, said it was impossible 
to translate and consider in the specified time. 

On the Gth of July, General Hunt (formerly of 
North Carolina) was presented by the acting 
Secretary of State to the President of the United 
States, as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Ple¬ 
nipotentiary of the Republic of Texas. The object 
of General Hunt’s mission was to effect the annexa¬ 
tion of Texas to the Union. In pursuance of this 
object, he addressed a long communication on the 
4th of August to the American Minister, Mr. For¬ 
syth, in which, after reciting the principal events of 
Texan history, he urged the proposition he was in¬ 
structed by his government to submit. 

" In the short period of two years,” he said, ** Texas has 
revolted, formed a provisional government, declared her in¬ 
dependence, achieved it by the sword, formed and adopted 
a civil constitution, established a permai^nt government, 
and obtained at the hands oC one of the most powerful go¬ 
vernments in the world the acknowledgment of iie^ inde¬ 
pendence.” * , * * * 

" Texas, in seeking to place herself ayiong the States of 
the Union, is prompted mainly by a filial reverence for the 
constitution and the people of the United States. She has 
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no expectation of an invasion, much leas of a reconquest, at 
the hands of Mexico, The humiliating defeat and capture 
of General Santa Anfia at San Jacinto is too fresh upon the 
memories of her soldiery to justify; the indulgence of any 
such apprehensions. Nor doS^^she annexation as a 
shield of protection against the interference of European 
monarchies. Since the recognition of her independence by 
the government of this country, «he has too much reliance 
upon the ndsdom pud the justice of England and France to 
suppose that either of the crowned heads of those two na¬ 
tions will occupy any other than positions of the most de¬ 
cided neutrality with reference to'^the diipculties between 
Mexico and herself; and should this proposition of annexa¬ 
tion not be acceded to by this government, she confidently 
expects at the hands of every rivilized nation of Europe the 
honours of a recognition as a preliminary step to the forma¬ 
tion of treaties of Amity and Commerce. 

In reviewing the interests of the two Republics, involved 
i]i this question of annexation, the undersigned Cannot con¬ 
cede that the United States encounters an equal sacrifice 
with tlie people of Texas. brings to this negotiation 

not only the resources sdre^y i^ipitulated, but her sove¬ 
reignty. She brings too ,tha£ which, in the eyes of the naval 
powers of Europe, will cont^itute the material groumi, for the 
formation of the most Itbefid cotumerCiat! treaties, ih., her 
immense forests of Jive oak, comprising, according to, the 
estimate of Fpeaident Houston, in his Message of the 5th 
May, 1837, ^ four-fifths of all that species of timber now in 
the world." She brings, too,;^a'tiiarket for all the various 
manufiictures and ^^r oR the ^S^cultural products of the 
United States, eamqjtis^ those of cotton and sugar, and 
these she will coatribu^ from her own soil to swell the 
already colossal amotmt^^ the exports of this nation. The 
territoiy^. and with it dae ehterpri^ of the country, will be 
extended I her political power^lvill; be increased, and the 
under»gned trusts that he will rti^ i^^Wnsideced intrusive 
in deep conviction thal |^ lil|aon of these States 

will be^^^rengthen^ annexaiil^^lif a people wh 

proudest Impulses are fd»r its continti^hii^ 

** What advantages the United States brings to this nego- 
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tiation the undersigned will not prosurne to suggest. Her 
immense resources, her splendid fleets, her power to raise 
armies, her magnificent government, her unexampled career 
of prosperity, her incomparable administration of justice, 
and, finally, all her attributes of greatness, are sources of 
as much congratulation to the people of Texas as they can 
possibly be to herself. What Texas wishes at-the hands of 
(lie government of this Union is simply annexation, an amal¬ 
gamation of flags; and the undersigned assures the Honour¬ 
able the Secretary of State that this is the solitary advan¬ 
tage which he seeks to gain in this negotiation, but which he 
begs leave to say heho][)e8 to accomplish upon the high prin¬ 
ciple of a strict adherence to the just rights and dignity of 
the sovereignty of the Texan nation. 

“ The undersigned will not conceal from the Honourable 
the Secretary of State his apprehensions that any delay in 
the conclusion of the treaty of annexation may be fatal to its 
ultimate accomplishment. Diplomatic relations with foreign 
powers are now in the progress of being established, and the 
result of these interchanges will be commercial treaties, in¬ 
volving difficulties which may be insurmountable in any 
^ subsequent arrangement of the question; and, therefore, tlie 
undersigned is especially instructed to urge, with as little 
delay as possible, the immediate discussion and negotiation 
of a treaty of annexation. Texas is not disposed to yield to 
any foreign nation the privileges of her coast, involving the 
command of the Gulf of Mexico, nor can she concede them to 
the United States, unless in a treaty of Union. As an in¬ 
dependent power, her interests would conflict with those of 
the United States; and without annexation, her struggle iii 
the formation of commercial treaties would most naturally 
be directed to the establishment of the principle of a pre¬ 
ference of her cotton and other |nrodacts in foreign markets 
over those of the United States; and such relations, when 
once cstablislied, would* it will be at once perceived, very 
much embarrass,.if not render totally impracticable, a treaty 
of annexation., , > , 

'' It is- a matter not to be disgjiiisefl* that Texas must 
chiefly people Iwr extensive domain from the United States, 

VOL. II. r .u 
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With a soil better adapted to the cultivation of cotton and 
sugar than that of this country, and with all the benefits of 
commercial treaties concentrated upon the advancement of 
these two interests, she would present herself as a powerful' 
rival to the agriculture of this Uiiion. With the same poli¬ 
tical instituti<Mis, a cheaper soil, and superior advantages to 
the cotton and sugar planter, she would drain this country 
of much of its niost valuable labour and population, but 
whether to such an extent as seriously to affect the interests 
of the United States, the undersigned will not- presume to 
suggest. Texas, too, as an independent nation, must, in the 
regulation of her land system, present, in the cheapness of 
her prices, the highest inducements to emigration, and will, 
no doubt, soon claim the attention of that Traiis>Atlantic cmi- 
terprise and capital which now flow into the United States. 

“ The undersigned begs leave most res[)ectfully to sug¬ 
gest to the Honourable the Secretary of State, that, in the 
event of Texas remaining in the attitude of an independent 
power, there will arise, from the very strict resemblance of 
the people and the institutions of the two countriee, many 
questions of conflicting interest, the adjustment of which 
will be most diflicult and painful. ■ It would be impossible . 
for the people of Texas to regard those of the United States 
ill the character of foreigners, and separated from one an^ 
other by only an imaginary line; It may fidrly be pre¬ 
dicted that the local authorities of the two pawers would 
come into frequent and violent-collision. The adminiatra- 
tion of the law would beiufemipted, or its penalties evadetl; 
and, in the general entanglement of jurisdictions upofi the 
frontier, it is feared that public justice would not be well 
sustained. It would be impracticable for either power 1o 
enforce its revenue system; and should the tariflfs of the two 
countries differ essentially, as must be the case, nothing but 
the enforcement dT ttie most cruel and unpopular laws could 
possibly, secure the jqst collection of custom-house duties. 

** The ufKjkrsigned, in discussing ti|isi|vie^n, begs to cull 
the attenil6Q'4^ the Hoimurable State to the 

fact, that dhtivahnexetion^f Texas tlie United. 

States the complete command of the Mexico. There 
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is no point on the whole coast of that magnificent sea more 
admirably suited to the purposes of a naval dep6t than Gal* 
veston; and, situated as it is, in the midst of interminable 
groves of live oak, ships of war might be built and equipped 
for sea, as it were within sight of the very forests out of 
which they were cmistructed. This country having already 
a vast interest to protect on the shores of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the concentrated trade of the west, at New Orleans, of 
Alabama, at Mobile, and of the Florida cities, would find in 
the possession of Texas the means of occupying a position 
of decided supremacy over the waters of the gulf; and it is 
questioned whether even the possession of Cuba would bring 
with it those facilities of controlling and keeping in check 
tile pretension of a rival power, which would accrue from the 
extension of the limits of the United States to the line of the 
Hio del Norte. 

It is most respectfully suggested whether the annexation 
ol* Texas would not contribute to ensure 'the peace of the 
Indian frontier of the two countries, a'nd thus extend to the 
farthest aOuth-west the boundaries of civilization, and the pro¬ 
tection and privileges of order and good government. By 
her admission into the Union, the present south-western States 
could be easily protected from the numerous ti’ibes of the 
Comanches and other savages now accumulated on their 
frontier; and it is questioned whether anything would so 
impress the minds of the Indian warrioi’S with a sense of our 
power ai the union of two people, whom^ even divided and 
single-handed, they found to be invincible in arras. 

“ Hie undersigned most respectfully represents to the 
Honourable the Secretary of Stat^, that in this paper he does 
not presume to have presented all the inducements to the 
Union of tlie two Republics. He has not thought it re¬ 
spectful to trespass upon the attention of the Honourable the 
^cretary of State, either by im ext-wided*detail of the re¬ 
sources of Texas, or of the mutual benefits involved in a, 
treaty of annexat^, mineral wealth of the countiy, 

comprising valuawtt)th«fof silver and lead, strata 

of iron and coal; tnd sak springs in graat;s^ndlince, has 
not been property apfweciated. Nor has the undersigned 

u'2'' • >» 
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tliougbt it necessary to allude to the immense fur trade which 
would be thrown into the lap of the enterprise of the United 
States by the annexation of Texas, The great aid and fa¬ 
cilities which Texas, as an integral part of the Union, might 
render to the adventurous traders, who, in caravans, pene¬ 
trate from Missouri to Santa Fe, and in general to the in¬ 
land trade of the United Slates, with the countries bordering 
on the Pacific, have all been left unexplained j and the un¬ 
dersigned throws himself upon the courtesy of the Honour¬ 
able the Secretary of State in desiring him to believe that, 
as lie has not entetvd into any of the details of such a treaty 
of annexation as Texas might propose, but confined himself 
to the submission of the proposition itself, so he has not 
thought fit to discuss severally all the various interests in¬ 
volved, but merely has subjected them to a general, and, 
he trusts, a candid review. 

" In closing this paper, the undersigned appeals to tlie 
Honourable the Secretary State, and referring him to tlic 
details of the history of the Texan revolution herein set 
forth, asks, in the name of uational honour, htimaUii}', and 
justice, if a nation whose career has been marked, like that 
of Mexico, by a constant violation of the most solemn treaty 
obligations, by a series of the most licentious revolutions, 
by a most shameful prostitution of the lives, liberties, and 
the property of her people, and^ in short, by eivfery .aet of 
perfidy and cruelty recorded in the history of barbamns, 
has not thereby forfeited all claims to the respect of the go¬ 
vernments of civilized nations? Look to her con^nued 
interruptions of the peaceful citizens of Texas, industridinsly 
engaged in the improvements of their estates and hi, the 
actual aggrandizement of the Mexican empire; to her de¬ 
molition by military force of the constitution of 1824; to 
her bloody war of extermination under President Santa 
Anna; to her butchery of tliose gallant Texans who sur¬ 
rendered their arms under the sacred flag of a capitulation 
in which their livffs were guuranti^ ||ronownce if the 
ejiormj^||it;oid3^ misdeeds entitles i^iy longer con¬ 
sidered, undersignii^ will not Uf^responsibility, 

but even humanity. The underaighed,' ho^wever, forbears to 
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continue this appeal, so irrelevant, and perhaps so unneces¬ 
sary, to the due consideration of the subject under discus> 
sion.—The world will do ample justice to the magnanimity 
of I’exas, in forbearing to visit upon the head-^ of the recreant 
tyrant and his captured host that retaliation which their 
offences against the laws of nations and the rights of man¬ 
kind so signally deserved- 

“ In conclusion, the undersigned most respectfully begs 
leave to congratulate the Honourable Secretary of State uj)on 
the spectacle exhibited in this discussion, and which is so 
honourable a commentary upon the excellence of the go¬ 
vernment of this country, viz,, a sovereign, free, and warlike 
j;eopU‘, fresh from the fields of their own victories and glory, 
seeking to surrender their-nationality as the price of a place 
among the United States, to become participants of the 
wisdom of its laws, and the renown of its arms.” 

Mr. Forsyth communicated the decision of the 
President * respecting the proposition submitted by 
the Texan envoy, on the 25th of August. 

In giving tp the undersigned instructions to present, in 
reply, a prompt and decisive indication of the course it has 
been deemed necessary to adopt, the President indulges 
the confident expectation that no unfriendly spirit towards 
the government or ^he people of Texas will or can be im¬ 
puted to the United States. • 

“ Neitlier the duties nor the settled policy of the United 
Slates permit them to enter into an examination of the 
accuracy of the historical facts related by General Hunt, 
nor to allow them, if even admitted to he correct, to control 
the decision of the Question presented by him. The United 
States were foremost in acknowledging the independence of 

* Although Mr. Van Buren was personally m favour of Texan 
annexation, it was not a measure of his administration—which 
was formed Sn principle of compromise—^he being “ a Northern 
man with Southern c^nian«.** Those opinions were favourable 
to a liberal system of trade }Vhe was consequently aireiil promoter 
of peace with England. 
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M<»xiep«and have uniformly desired andendeavourecl (o cu1> 
tivate relations of frifnd8hi|> wifh that power. Having always, 
since the formation their government^ been exem pt from civi 1 
wars, they have learnt the valtm of internal quiet, and have 
consequently been anxious yet passive ^sp^ctators of the feuds 
with which their neighbour has been atflicted.* Although in 
the controversy between Texas and Mexico, circumstances 
have existed, and events have occurred, peculiarly calculated 
to enlist the sympathies of our people, the eifort of the 
government has been to look upon that dispute also with 
the same rigid impartiality with which it has regarded all 
other Mexican commotions.. * 

“ In determining with reOpeeb to the independence of 
other countries, tlie United States have never taken the 
question of right between the contending parties into con¬ 
sideration. They have deemed it a dictate of duty and 
policy to decide upon the question as one of fact merely. 
This was the courise piirsued with respect to Mexico herself. 
It was adhered to when analogous' events rendef^d it proper 
to investigate the' qUe^tioit of Texan independence. That 
inquiry was made with due circumspection, and the result 
was not arrived at until its probable eons^uences had been 
accurately weighed. The possibility of a.collision of inte¬ 
rests, arising, among other causes, from the alleged superior 
aptitude of the climate and soil of Texas for the growth of 
some of the staples of the United States, was not overlooked. 
A sense of duty afid a reverence for consistency, however, it 
was considered, left this government no alternative, and it 
therefore led the way in recognising Texas. A hope was 
certainly entertained that this ac^, and the motives that con¬ 
duced to it, even if no other considerations were to have in¬ 
fluence, would point out to the Government of Texsa the 
propriety not only of; cherishing intimate and amicable 
relations with tins coutsti^, but of abstaining from other 
connexion^ abroad which might be detrimental to the United 
States. from this, however, it was presumed that 

governiaieijt w»«ld enter tipon the the intentions 

intimated bjr its EifVoy Extraordhis^'^th respect to con¬ 
nexions wkH foreign pow^rsi, wll^ # fhH tmderstanding of 
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the just and liberal commercial stipulations existing between 
the United States and other nations. A pervading principle 
of those compacts is impartial treatment of the citizens, 
vessels, and productions of the parties in their respective 
territories. As it was not to be believed that the commer¬ 
cial allies of the United States would swerve from their en¬ 
gagements, no apprehension was felt that the interests of 
this country would suffer’ from the arrangements which 
Texas might enter into with them. 

“ I'he question of the annpwatiofi of a foreign imlependent 
State to the Unitetl States has never before been presented 
to this governipent. Since the adoption of their constitu¬ 
tion, two large additions have been made to the domain 
originally claimed by the United States. In acquiring them, 
this government was not actuated by a mere thirst for sway 
over a broader space. Paramount interests of many mem¬ 
bers of the confederacy, and the permanent well being of 
all, imperatively urged upon this government the necessity 
of an extension of its jurisdiction over Louisiana and Florida. 
As peace, however, was our cherished policy, never to l>e 
departed from unless honour should be perilled by adhering 
to it, we patiently endured for a time serious inconveniences 
and privations, and sought a transfer of those regions by 
negotiation, and not by conquest. 

" llie issue of those negotiations was a conditional cession 
of these countries td the United States, 7'he circumstance, 
however, of their being colonial possessions of France and 
Spain, and therefore dependent, on the metropolitan govern¬ 
ments, renders those transactions materially different from 
that which would be presented by the quesdon of the 
annexation of TeKas. The latter is a state with an inde¬ 
pendent government, acknowledged as such by the United 
States, and claiming a territory beyond, though bordering 
on the region ceded by France in the treaty of the 30th of 
April, 1803. Whether the constitution of the JJnited States 
contempiated the imnexation of such a State, and if so, in 
what manner that object is to be effected* are questions, in 
the opinion of tlte,I?l«esUBut, it would*be inexpedient* under 
existing circumistaiiCes, to agitate. 
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So long; as Texas shall remain at war, while the United 
States are at peace with her adversary, the proposition of 
the Texan Minister Plenipotentiary necessarily involves the 
question of war with that adversary. Hie United States 
are bound to Mexico by si treaty of amity and commerce, 
which will be scrupulously observed on their part, so long 
as it can be reasonably hoped that Mexico will perform her 
duties and respect our rights under it. The United States 
might justly be suspected of a disregard of the friendly pur¬ 
poses of the compact, if the overture of General Hunt were 
to be even reserved for future consideration, as this would 
imply a disposition on our part td espouse A he quarrel of 
Texas with Mexico; a disposition wholly at variance with 
the spirit of the treaty, with the uniform policy and the ob¬ 
vious welfare of the United States. 

** The inducements mentioned by General Hunt, for the 
United States to annex Texas to their territory, are duly 
appreciated; but powerful and weighty as certainly they are, 
they are light when opposed in the scale of reason to treaty 
obligations and respect for tha^ injsegrity of character by 
which the United States have sought to distinguish them¬ 
selves, since the establishment of their right to clalma place 
in the great family of nations. It is presumed, however, that 
the motives by which Texas has been governed in making 
this overture, will have equal larce in impelling her to pre¬ 
serve, as an independent power, the most liberal cyommercial 
relations with the United States. Such a disposition will be 
cheerfully met in a corresponding spirit by this government. 
If the answer which the undersigned has been directed to 
give to the proposition of General Hunt should unfortu¬ 
nately work such a change in the sentiments of that govern¬ 
ment as to induce an attempt to extend commercial relations 
elsewhere, upott terms prejudicial to the United States, this 
government w*4l consoled by a consciousness of the recti¬ 
tude of its intentions, and a certainty that although the 
hazard of transient losses may be incurred by a rigid adher¬ 
ence to just principles, no lasting pi:osperit 3 if.. can secured 
when tliey are disregarded.’' . 
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The Texan minister addressed another communi¬ 
cation to Mr. Forsyth on the 12th of September, 
from which I take the following extracts : 

** The venerable ex-president General Jackson was so 
strongly impressed with a belief, at one time during his ad¬ 
ministration, that the negotiation then pending for the ac¬ 
quisition of Texas would be brought to a speedy and 
favourable issue, that he tendered the office of Governor of 
the Territory of Texas to the late Governor H. G. Burton, of 
North Carolina, to be entered upon so soon as the treaty of 
c(‘ssion should be completed. See a publication on the sub¬ 
ject of Governor Burton’s appointment. The same princi¬ 
ples, it appears to the undersigned, were involved in the 
negotiation for the acquisition of Texas from Mexico, pre¬ 
viously to the recognition of the independence of the latter 
by Spain, which are now presented by the question of the 
annexation of Texas to the United States previously to the 
recx)giution of her independence by Mexico; and had his 
Excellency the President of the United States entertained 
any inclination to negotiate a treaty for the annexation of 
Texas— a. hope which had been fondly cherished, as he had 
expressed a determination to carry out the measures and 
conform to the general policy of his venerable predecessor— 
it does appear to the undersigned, but with distinguished 
defemnee to the Honourable Mr. Forsyth’s opinions to the 
contrary, that neither a sense of duty, nor the settled policy 
of this government, during the administration of the vener¬ 
able ex-president, would have prevented an examination into 
the accuracy of the historical facts accompanying the propo¬ 
sition. That brief compendium, which is believed to be 
correct, will show that there is as little prospect of the re¬ 
covery of Texas by Mexico at this time, as there was of the 
reconquest of Mexico by Spain at the time that General 
Jackson believed that the charge d'affaires (Mr. *Butler) of 
this governifient had succeeded in negotiating the acquisi¬ 
tion of Texas. If the act of the annexation of Texas would 
involve tlie United.States Itta war with Mexico at this time, 
the tindcrsigned is at a loss to perceive why a similar result 
was not anticipated with Spain in event of a cession of Texas 
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by Mexico. Texas asked nothing moFC of the United States, 
in proposing to negotiate for her annexation, than the United 
States had previously desired of Mexico, when General 
Jackson w^as at the heatd' of this govemment-^for Mexico 
was then as ranch with Spain , as Texas now is with 

Mexico—-nnd it is believM that as friehdly treaty and com¬ 
mercial relations existed between Spain and' the Unit<*d 
States at that time as are now maintained between the 
United States and Mexico. 

“ In addition to the fact thkt this goveniraent, when ad¬ 
ministered by the sage of 4he Permitage, proposed the 
aeq\naition of Texas by ptirchae’e from Mexico, many years 
before the recognition of her independence by Spain, the 
undersigned most respectfully invites tlie attentioji of the 
Honourable the Secretary of State to the report of the House 
of Representatives of the State of Mississippi, contained in 
a newspaper which he herewith presents. That report, 
which is said to have been adopted unanimously, aUuiles in 
strong terms to the subjeet^of the. right of this government 
to admit Texas into its confederacy; and the undersignetl 
refers to it thus particularly, that he may be sustnined by 
high authority when be ai^sures the Secretary of State of the 
United States, that, in submitting the proposition of annex¬ 
ation, it was far from his intention to ask the government of 
the United States to accede to a measure which Mr. Forsyth 
was instructed to say was believed to involve unjust principles. 
The undersigned aasnres the Secretaiy of State of the United 
States, that he could not knowingly consent to be the medium 
of presenting any proposition’asking of the United States a 
disregard of just principles. 

** After the assurance oflhe Honourable.Mr. Forsyth, that 
a sen^ of duty and a reverence for consistency left hte go¬ 
vernment no alternative in leading the way in recognising 
the independence of Texas, the Hfidersigned confesses some 
surprise aft the intimktibti Of 'Mr< Forsyth, that the circum¬ 
stance of her having beeh Jjifrv#, recugnieed by'^the United 
States should in Many mani'irr foreign inter¬ 

course of Texas. However m|^ tbeffil^oment of Texas 
maybe di^osed to ehcouri^^^^^ito^^'ft^ 
with the government of the Unit^ Bti|tes| the undersigned 
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assures the Honourable the Secretary of State, that the go- 
vemme&t of Texas does not consider that any particular 
foreign policy was implied or made binding upon her by the 
circumstance of her independence having been 6rst recog¬ 
nised by die government of die United Statefi. The repre¬ 
sentatives of Texas, in their intgrehanges with foreign 
powers, will not accept the recognition of her independence, 
unless it, is unconditional in this respect. In* all their ne¬ 
gotiations and treads with foreign powers, the best interests 
of their own government and people will doubtless be con¬ 
sulted, and must indicate the policy which they will be 
di»‘ected to adopt. With even the same permanent policy 
in its commercialmterchanges with the United.States, which 
may exist with the most favoured nation, the undersigned 
cannot guarantee for his government that any advantages shall 
accrue therefrom to the manufacturing interest of the United 
States; for it is understood that that great interest is mainly 
sustained in the United States by the protection afforded by 
high duties against the competitioii of similar interests in 
foreign nations, where labour and the facilities for manu¬ 
facturing are more available, and at cheaper rates. Such 
being the case, it is apparent that, even should no detriment 
accrue to the manufacturing interest of the United States 
from the vicinity of Texas as an independent nation, cer¬ 
tainly no advantages affecting that interest can be anti¬ 
cipated, 

“ The apprehension of the Honourable Mr. Forsyth, that 
the refusal of this government to negotiate for a treaty of 
annexation, thereby declining all the commercial and other 
advantages which would be secured by that measure, may 
induce an attempt on the part of the government of Texas to 
extend its commercial relaticois elsewhere on terms most 
favoiirablo to its own welfare and pYosperity^ is perfectly 
natural; but the undersigned assures Mi*. Forsyth that such 
endeavours will not proceed from any unlcind feelings to the 
governmoit and people of the United States; and he would 
take this occa^Oh lOfi^erate the friendly disposition of the 
government ;people',:,of Texas towartls the gwemment 
and people of the United ^tat^, which he bad the honour 



300 


TEXAS. 


[book iir. 


to communicate in his note of the 4th of August. Should, 
however, the foreign commercial and ether relations of the 
Republic of Texas necesferily bedome such as seriously to 
affect the interests of the CTnili^ States, or any portion 
thereof, the undersign^ conceivesThat it would be unrea¬ 
sonable for the goverhileht imd people who bad been» freely 
proffered all she could bestciw, and yet declined the offer, to 
complain of her on the ground of looking to her own interest 
primarily. Texas has generously offered to merge her na¬ 
tional sovereignty in a domestic one, and to become a con¬ 
stituent part of this great confe<|eracy. The refusal of this 
goveninient to accept the dvti^ture must for ever screen her 
from the imputation of wUfully injuring the great interests 
of the United States, should such a result accrue from any 
commercial or other regulations which she may find it ne¬ 
cessary or expedient to enter into with foreign nations. 

Slioiild it be found necessary or expedient hereafter, for 
the proper promotion of the interests of her own dtialehs, to 
lay high duties upon thw cotton-bagging so extdisively ma¬ 
nufactured in the western Slates, and upon the pork and 
beef and bread-stuffs so abundantly produced in that region, 
such as would amount to an almost total prohibition of the 
intro'luction of those articles into the country, much as her 
government and people would regret the nec^dty of the 
adoption of such a policy, she would be exculpated i^m the 
slightest imputation of blame fo? taking care of her own 
welfare and prosperity after having been refused admission 
into this Union, 


The efforts which the government of the undesigned is 
making to open a commercial in1ercoui%e with Great Bri¬ 
tain and France, it is believed vrill succeed. Apart from the 


disposition of those two powers to avail themselvea’of tlie 
great advantages which must result to every nation with #hich 
Texas may form^^^intimate commercial relations, it is be¬ 
lieved that6 they, as well as the United States, cherish a 
liberal sympathy for a people who htlirC eficoufttered the 
most cruel treatment at the hands 

« Reason would seem tp indicate/|biir^^ foreign policy 
of Texas will be dissimilar to t^'nited States 
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is now, and it ia believed will continue to be, an 
Almost purely agricultural country. The agricultural in¬ 
terest nill claim the almost exclusive attention of the govern¬ 
ment: possibly fiom the oircumatanee of her climate and 
soil being so well adapted to the growth of hemp, and the 
great demand for rope and bagging in a cot ton* grow mg 
country, the manufdctureg of these soiitar;^ aiticles ma;y he 
encouraged at an early ] eriod ; but with these ^Jiigle excep¬ 
tions, it IS not apprehended that the capital and labour ot 
the country can be so piofitably employed in any other 
spi‘pics of mdiutry as in the planting interest. Oii'the other 
hand, the interests of the United States are numerous and 
giocitly diverbified; and it is presumed that it was found 
iu‘ce'*sriry to establish such a foreign policy as would best 
U'concile them and redound to the adiantage of each. 

“ ^^lth the most rigid adherence to whatever is just and 
right, the government of Texas w'lll natuially pursue ‘•ucli a 
course of policy, foreign and domesticj as will best conduce 
to the increase of her wealth and peculation, and thi'reby her 
national pow er and consideration. In its inlei course abroad, 
It will endeavour to find those markets where her agueiil- 
tural products, cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, &c., will obtain 
the highest prices, amd where such articles as may be needed 
lor home consumption may bo procured at the lowest rates. 
If these advantages aie presented in the commercial inter¬ 
course jrith the United States, the undersigned need not say 
that the w aim predilection of the government and people of 
Texas for the government and people of the United States 
would render such an intercourse as agreeable to the former 
as It would doubtless be advantageous to both. 

“ The undersigned most respectfully assures the Honour¬ 
able Mr. Forsyth, and through him his Excellency the Pre¬ 
sident of jche United States, that the prompt and decisive 
rejection of the proposition for the anneicatiou of Texas to 
the United States will not be imputed to an unfriendly 
spirit to the govarnnient and people of I'exas.’* 

Notwitli&ts«l®ag the belligerent position assumed 
toward*^ Mexico by the United States, diplomatic 
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roliltioxi$ betfr««aii tli« two cotmtrkB were renewed in 
the autumn of 1337, and a Mexican minister (Mar- 
^tinea) despatched to IV’ashington. Reports and 
claims were litteicim^ hgr this functionary and 
the American Secretary of Staie, accompanied by 
reciprocal assurances of a desire to arrive at an 
amicable arrangement of pending diflisrences. No 
satisfectoxy airangement im, however, made before 
the meeting of Congress in December, when th<» 
President, after a “ care^iif examination ” of docu¬ 
ments, and ** considering the spirit manifested b) 
the Mexican Govemtiaent,*’ said it had become his 
painful duty to return the subject as it then stood 
to Congress, to whom it belonged ^ to decide upon 
the time, the mode, and the measures of redress/’ 
The message of l^esident Houston to the Texan 
Congress, delivered on the Slst of November, 1837, 
intimated that the relations between Texas and tlu^ 
United States had undeigone no change subsequent 
to the correspondence between General Hunt and 
Mr. Forsyth, of which 1 have given ample extracts. 
The President stated dwsd it had now beconpie the 
duty of Texas to pursue Uuch a course of policy and 
legiriarion as would at onee command the respect 
and conMence of other nations, and secure its inter- 
nai safety and prosperity, A falr^nd liberal policy 
ought to ho «extend^*j|0 all mations that m%ht de¬ 
sire" to establish» oommercial relations hriih the 
country, or introduce tbait ihlnms or commodities 
into it A Cbaxgi (Mr- La Branclie), 

duly accredited Unite^ Antes, Had been 

received at the seat qf goveri^P^^lllpf^^ it was be¬ 
lieved that the most would 
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be established aad prevail between the two oountrieB. 
In this Message, the President mentioned, in con¬ 
demnatory terms, the nnanthorized seizure of the 

Eliza Russell,'* an Bnglmh brig, which he had 
ordered to be released, and damages paid. The 
circumstances of the case,” he added, “ were im¬ 
mediately communicated to the Commissioner of 
the Republic to England; and it was probable that 
the despatch would reach that countiy by the time 
of his arrival.” 

The proposed annexation of Texas to the North 
Aiiierican Union had evoked a powerful opposition 
in the northern and middle States. The pecuniary 
resources of the manufacturing interest—^the activity 
of the Anti-Slavery party--*the energy of the North¬ 
ern delegation in Congress, which discovered in 
the propositiou an extension of Southern and Auti- 
TariiF influence, that must bear them down unless 
they could obtain a counterpoise of territoiy in 
British North America^ were all arrayed against the 
acquisition of a country anxiously sought by the go¬ 
vernment of the United States, in various modes ci 
negotiation, from 1805 to the 4th of March, 1837. 
A vast number of remonstrances, memorials, and 
petitions against annexation were presented to Con¬ 
gress, “ characterized,” it was said, ‘♦in almost every 
instance, by a very exalted temper**’** The legisla¬ 
tures of the States of New Ymi, Vertnont, Massa¬ 
chusetts and Ohio called upon Cmi^reBS to reject 
the measure, and’ loudest in opposition «was Mr. 
John Quincy Adnms^ who had hardly ascended 

* Speech uf iitr. in the Senate a>f the United States, 

April 24, 1S38. *' ‘ 
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the Presidentityi chair (in 1824) before he assidu¬ 
ously addressed liiipself to ihe task of repairing tlie 
injury he had inflicted upon the country by the 
treaty of 1810, in the ms^ing of which (as Secre¬ 
tary of State) it has since beetn understood, he was* 
the reluctant agent.”* 

The violent character of the Northern hostility to 
the measure of annexation, and the vituperative 
tertns too frequently applied to the people of Texas, 
tended greatly to abate the desire of the latter ft)i‘ 
the contemplated union. 

On the 24th of April, 1838, Mr. Preston, of 
South Carolina, submitted to the Senate of the 
United States the following resolution:— 

** Whcrea'» the just and true boundary of ihe United 
States, under the treaty of Louimana, extended on the south¬ 
west to the Rio Grande del Norte, which river continued to 
be the true boundary line until the territory west of the Sa¬ 
bine was surrendered to Spain by the treaty of 1619: And 
whereas such surrender of a portion of the territory of the 
United States is of evil precedent, and questionable consti¬ 
tutionality : And whereas many weighty cunsideratious of 
policy make it expedient to re-establish the said true boun¬ 
dary, and to annex to the United States the territory occu¬ 
pied by the stale of Texas, with the consent of the said 
state: 

** Be it iherefort Rest^ved^ That, with the consent of the 
said state previously had, and whenever it can he effected, 
consisteiltly with the public faith and treaty st^lations of 
the United States, it is desirable and expedient to re^annex 
the said territory* to the United States.” 

This * resolution, based upon such , untenable 
ground as the re-assertion of a territorial claim that 

* SpeSeh of Hr, 
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had not only been disputed by Spain, but solemnly 
relinquished by the United States^ was ably, though 
of course unsuccessfully advooaled Jby its mover, 
who hinted that the ^afett^s^kVery oppc^don was 
only a cover for othier objects. 

** But for the great respect,” said Mr; PnfeBton, ** which 
I have for the States which have taken ground on. this sub¬ 
ject, I should be disposed to suspect that the idea of check¬ 
ing the extension of domestic slavery was but a hollow and 
hypocritical pretext, to cover political designs. *V\ie slave¬ 
holding population and the slave-holding political commu¬ 
nities may be multiplied by the proposed acquisition of ter¬ 
ritory ; but I do not see tliat slavery, or the number of 
slaves, can be increased by it. Under the mild condition of 
Southern slavery, the negro population increases at a greater 
ratio than that of the whites throughout the Union, aug¬ 
mented as the latter is by the accession of foreigners. To 
this natural increase, your laws, making the introduction of 
slaves a Mouy, forbid any additimt. Extend the territory 
as you may, you can have only those you now have, and 
their natur^al increase. They may be diffused over a wider 
surface, intermingled with a larger free population, but not 
one additional slave can be made.” 

During the agitation of the fierce sectional 
controversy regarding Texas in the United States, 
the Foreign Minister of England did not remain 
indifferent to the question at issue. On the 12th 
of April* 1837, Mr. Crawford, British Vice-Consul 
at Tampico, arrived at Columbia, on the Brazos, 
accompanied, by several of 4;h^ officers of the brig- 
of-war Racer,*^ C 0 mmande^ Hope, for the purpose 
of investigating tlm triyiX^^ political ooiidition 
of the country,, ^.aqd reporting to Lord Palmer¬ 
ston. On the ?3hd of April, 1838, Mr. Jones, 
of Brazoria, the following “ Joint 

VOL. II. X 
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resolution *' into tJie House of Representatives of 
TexBs. " ' 


** Whereas th^ of Texas, at their 

election of year 1836, 

expressed aii lilinbSt. unanimbus'f^heannexed 
to the United ^tes of North A{nf^ca;;.4h^:^i»eqiience of 


which expression, a proposition for annexetioo was made, 
throngh our minister resident at the city of Washington, 
which proposition, after having been duly considered, has 
been distinctly and uncondidonally reftised by that govern* 
ment, and for reasons vrhiGb it k impossible fbr time or cir¬ 
cumstances to invalidate or alter: ahd whereas it is believed 


that Texas, having interests at variance with those of a 
^ large portion of the United States, and having also demon¬ 
strated her ability for self-government, and for successfully 
resisting the efforts of her Imb^i^ile enemy to subjugate her, 
and now trusting, as a Wise policy tUctates, to her own 
strength and resources; no longer desires such annexation: 
and whereas it ^ a fact that, pending^his hopeless negotia¬ 
tion, the recognition of the. ind^i 3 |dence of Tex^ by Eng¬ 
land and other powers, so essential to our welfare, is delayed 
or prevented— 

“ Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa¬ 
tives of Texas, in Congtess assembled, that his il^llency 
the President be authorised and required, so 50(m .as he may 
think proper, to instruct our minister resident at/Washing- 
ton respectfully to ififtitm the ^Vemment of ^ United 
States of North America, that gpyernmebi of Texas 
withdraws the proposition for thi' annexation of Teims to the 
said United States.'* . - 

Thi§ resolution was ^j^rbVed by the House :of 
Repre^ntativcs, apd carried in the 

Senate-^Erthe majority being only one— 

Ayes 13, Noes 14. of a letter :^K>ni the 

Texan diplomatie 1^4^ were read by a 

member of the 
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dispositions *00 the part of the British government 
towards the Republic, whose ability to maintain its 
independence was, however, doubt^*:^ That inde¬ 
pendence ccmld notj at«a|2 events, be recognised so 
long as TexasI oonlhitied to request 'aiinexation to 
the United States* In the latter countiy', the speaker 
observed, there were interests that clashed with 
those of the young Republic. The same speaker 
read several passages of a speech by the Hon. John 
Quincy Adams, upon the subject of the annexation 
of Texas to the United States, to show the feeling 
upon the subject north of the Potomac.* 

On the 21st of March, 1838, an ultimatum, in 
relation to the claims of France for reparation of 
injuries, was transmitted by the French minister, on 
board the frigate “ UHermione,’^ at Vera Cruz, to 
the Mexican government. Redress was demanded 
for “ plunder and destruction of proj)erfy on the 
|)aTt of the people, and on the part of contending 
factions in time of .civil commotion ; for forcible 
loans, collected by violence, and for refusal of jus- 

* Dr^-Channing^’a to the Hon. Henry Clay showa the 

strong secdonal feeling entertained.by even a philosophic religion¬ 
ist of theNwth with regard to the extenshm of Southern influ¬ 
ence by the fUinexation of Texas to the United States. The Doctor, 
after assoming ,the tmth of tHe most absurd calumnies against 
Tejcas, complains that Northern *' commerce and manufactures 
have sometimes found little mercy at the .hands of the South. 
We cannot consent,*’ he says, ” that dur confederation ahould 
spread ovw the willfe of Mi^co, to ^ve us niore powerful mas¬ 
ters. The old balance of the conntry Is nofAvourabk enough.” 
It was not aH anti-slavery enthttiiasm with, the eminent Bostonian 
The leaning of the South towards British manufactures, in prefer¬ 
ence to the forced products of New England# had its full share in 
the Doctor’s expostulaiory warmth.' 

X 2 
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tice,‘ or arbitrary decisions, iniquitous and offensive 
to the security of person and property, resulting 
from administrative authority, military or judicial." 
A blockade of the Mexican coast followed this de- 
mand in May, and the hostilities which ensued 
liberated Texas from the apprdiett8i«m ef invasion. 
A convention for running the boundary between 
Texas and the United States was signed at ♦Wash¬ 
ington on the 2()th of April, and on the occasion of 
exchanging the ratifications of this convention, at 
a subsequent period, the application for the admis¬ 
sion of Texas into the Union was withdrawn. The 
diplomatic note of the Texan minister (the Hon. 
Anson Jones) to Mr, Forsyth, stated that, although 
the question of annexation “ had been considered by 
the United States’ government as finally disposed 
of, yet, inasmuch as the impression appeared still 
to remain upon the public mind, in both countries, 
that the proposition was still pending, he (Mr! 
Jones) hud been instructed by his government to 
communicate to that of the United States its formal 
and absolute withdrawal." The withdrawal was 
the act of President Houston, which was approved 
and ratified by a joint resolution of the Congress 
of Texas, dated January 23rd, 1839. 

There were, even in the North, some who did not 
regard, without dissatisfaction, the retireiiient of 
Texas upon lier own resources, which they attributed 
to the doubts and difficulties raised by the American 
manufacturing interest, and the obvious benefits to 
be derived liom a treaty with England, to which 
nation, it was said, Texas, as an independent state, 
would afibid va’st advant^es. It would open a 
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direct market for an immense amount of her ma¬ 
nufactures, and an indirect outlet, through Mexico 
and the navigable rivers of the United States—the 
Indians vrould be supplied at a low tariff, and cot¬ 
ton and ptb^. products taken in exchange. In 
other regpeeta, also, it would strengthen the power 
and influence of England. By an early alliance 
with Texas, that country, having on the borders of 
the United States a long line of territory, reaching 
from Nova Scotia and Upper, and Lower Canada, 
almost to the Rocky Mountains, to the noith and 
north-west, would exercise a direct commercial and 
political influence froin the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
on the line of the Rio Grande; and would thus 
nearly encompass the whole Union with her terri¬ 
torial arms, extracting the wealth of the Mexican 
mines, improving communications to the heart of 
Mexico, and finally possessing the great key to the 
Pacific, and the commerce of the Indies, by a ship 
canal across the Isthmus of Darien. In this man¬ 
ner, it was alleged, England would be rendered 
grefider than the United Stated in influence as well 
as territory, on the American continent; and this 
had been done from sheer Jealousy of Northern poli¬ 
ticians of augmenting the power of the South. Not 
content,with this distrust ,of the South, opposition to 
Texas had been strengthened by a “ vile appeal 
to passion and fanaticism,” and “ ministers of the 
gospel had been permitted to mdunt the pulpit, 
^d fulminate denundatjons against Texas and the 
interests of the South.. And what was the excuse? 
< It was necessary to keep the^ Union together. 
Texas would have divided the Union.’ Was not the 



310 


TEXAS. 


[book 111. 


period of separation fearfully accelerated by making 
Texas a sovereign and independent power, with 
such an ally as England ^ 

The question of Texan annexation, or indepen¬ 
dence, present an embarrassing dilemina to those 
who wished, by means of protective du^es, to se¬ 
cure a monopoly of the home market for American 
manufactures. If the United States extended their 
southern wing to the Rio Grande, the anti-tarift‘ 
party would gain a prepond^ance most favourable 
to England. On the ot!ter‘‘hand, if Texas were 
independent, she might force the whole American 
continent into the adoption of free trade principles, 
which would be still more conducive to British ag¬ 
grandisement, as it would ** tranquillize her restless 
])opulation by constant occupation, and, by retuni- 
ing a superabundance of raw material, in exchange 
for her fabrics, enable her to undersell the world,” 
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CHAPTER Hi. 

Cherokee Indiane'^-Presidential Election—PdULcy of Preaident 
Lamar’s Administration—Edncq^tion—Laws—Tariff -Banking- 
Grants to Settlers—Indian Irruptions and Designs—Expulsion 
of the Cherokees — Trade with the Mexicans—Mission to 
Mexico—French diplomatic Agent in Texas—Arriral of Ad¬ 
miral Baudin at Galveston—^Appointment of General Hamilton 
and Mr. Burnley to negotiate a Loan—Recognition of Texan 
Independence by France — Presidential Message — State of 
Mexico—^Treaty between England and Texas, 

Fob the purpose of furnishing a clear consecutive 
statement of the events and transactions detailed in 
the preceding chapter, I have been obliged to depart 
from chronological order, from which, indeed, 1 
have more than once had occasion to deviate for 
tlie like reason. The course of the narrative still 
lies within the period of General Houston’s adminis¬ 
tration, which, according to a provision of the 
Constitution restricting the first Presidential term 
to two years, commenced in 1836, and was to ter¬ 
minate in 1838. 

Befep^ive preparations, the settlement of land 
titles, Indian feuds and 

negotiations, chiefly occupied the Texans during 
1837-38. To many of the settlerS the policy of 
President Houston with regard to the Cherokees 
and other north-eastern tribes gave great dissatis¬ 
faction. It appears by the Jouma] of the Consulta¬ 
tion of Texas, held at San Felipe, October 16th, 
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1885, that the delegates assembled in Convention 
had declaimed on the 13th of November—“ That the 
Cherokee Indians ai^ their associate hands had de¬ 
rived their just cl^s to l^ds, Muded within a 
district lying north of theBan AntoniQlRo&d and the 
Neches, and West of the rivers Sabine alid Angelina, 
from Uie government of Mexico, from which the 
declarants had also derived their right to the soil— 
by grant and occupancy.” The Consultation fur¬ 
ther declared that they would guarantee to said 
Indians the peaceable enjoyfeieut of their rights to 
tliese lands, pronouncing all grants, surveys, and 
locations within the specified bounds null and void, 
and calling on the Commissioners who had issued 
the same to recall and cancel them, as having been 
made upon lands already appropriated by the 
Mexican Government.* Upon the basis of this 
declaration, three Commissioners, of whom General 
Houston was one, had been deputed to negotiate a 
treaty with the parties indicated. 

Bowles, the, Cherokee chief, the offspring of an 
Indian woman by a Scottish father—a shrewd, in¬ 
telligent man—had made strenuous eudeavonrs to 
obtain for the tribes a grant of the lands they occu¬ 
pied. Almonte’s Beport establnlies the fact that, at 
the close of 1834, Bowles and hiscolleagui jbd not 
succeeded in their application—the* petition^bdng 
at that time only on its way to the Mexicali Go¬ 
vernment. It' was obvious^ the policy of Mexico 
to hold Out the in^ucemtait of a lahd. grant to 


* Since a pi«v1oui<jaiusum thii I have piocttred the 

Journals of the Conealtation. 
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the Indians, in order to obtain their co-operatioii 
against the Colonists, but no evidence has been ad¬ 
duced of the perfecting .of sudh a grant. The de¬ 
claration of the Consultation, therefore, in the 
absence of a Mexican title, was deemed inoperative 
by most of the Texans, who also held that the Con¬ 
sultation,'in framing the declaration, had exceeded 
their powers, which were not plenary. 

General Houston, who had been mainly instru¬ 
mental in obtaining the pledge from the Consulta¬ 
tion, accompanied by Mr. Forbes of Nacogdoches, 
met Bowles, Big Mush, and some other chiefs, 
delegated by the Indians, on the 23rd of February, 
183G, at the Cherokee village, and concluded a 
treaty. By this treaty, the Cherokees and their 
associate bands wd’e to receive a fee-simple title to 
all the land lying “ west of the San Antonio road, 
and beginning on the west at the point where the 
said road crosses the river Angelina, and running 
up said river until it reaches the mouth of the first 
large creek below the great Shawnee village, 
emptying into said river from the north-east. 
Thence running with said creek to its main source, 
and from thence a due north* line to the Sabine, and 
with said riv^ we^; then, starting where the said 
San Antoni% road crosses the Angelina, and with 
said road to where it crosses the Neches, and thence 
running up tiie east side of the river, in a north¬ 
westerly direction.” The Convention at Washing¬ 
ton, which declared the independence of Texas and 
framed the Constitution,'refused to accept this treaty, 
of which nothing more was heard until the ele¬ 
vation of General Houston to the Presidency, when 
he pressed its adoption with all the weight of execu- 
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tive influence. It was, however, formally rejected 
by the Senate, in secn^t sesston, on the 16th of De¬ 
cember, 1837, , . 

In the mean tim% ne¬ 

gotiations covertly wllh Ihe Meitican Government, 
and had, according^ to o6Sicial documents flled in the 
State department of Texas, concluded an agreement 
by which they were to have- not only the territory 
comprised in the stipulations of 23rd February, 
1836, but concessions much more extensive, pro¬ 
vided they succeeded in ejecting the Anglo-Mexi- 
cans from the country. Still, President Ilouston 
contended that these Indians were entitled to an 
absolute fee-simple of their l^ds, and used every 
exertion to obtain a ratification of their claims. 
Whether or not the grant of the' lands would have 
secured the fidelity of the Oherokees and their asso¬ 
ciates, as the President believed, I am unable to 
say; but it was ere long discovered, that they had 
formed a league with the Mexican population about 
Nacogdoches to attack simultaneously the Anglo- 
American inhabitants. For the accomplishment of 
this design, a considerable quantity of arn^ and 
ammunition had been procured, and numbers of 
Cherokees, Creeks, and. Seminefles invited from the 
United States into Texas, An defeated 

the plot. Some horses having beei^ th^ 

Indians, their owners lblld#bd m pursuit, 1^d t^ed 
the spoilers of their property to me general rendez¬ 
vous in a swamp on the Angelina. The citizens of 
eastern Texas flew to arms, and a force under Gene¬ 
ral Husk dispersed the Indians and drove the re¬ 
volted Mexicans out of the country. 

In the hope of quieting the Indians, President 
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Houston y in opposition to general opinion, ordered 
Colonel Horton to run l^e Indian boundary line, 
according to the terms of the unconfirmed treaty of 
February, 1836, Thus afiairs stood between the 
people of Texas and the north-eastern Indians at 
the close of General Houston’s Presidency. 

In a Message to Congress, dated November 19th, 
1838, the President stated that he had received no 
official notice of the running of the Indian line, 
which was in progress, having been completed, and 
tiicn proceeded to specify the claims of the north¬ 
eastern tribes, and to urge the concession of the 
lands on the joint grounds of equity and prudence. 
He observed that the right of the Indians to land 
Iiad been recognised by the Convention at San Fcilipc 
ill 1832-3, and that the Convention of March 1836, 
invested with plenary powers, had generally sanc¬ 
tioned and confirmed all the acts of the Consulta¬ 
tion, as well as those of the General Council of 
Texas. Under these circumstances, he deemed 
liimself warranted to direct the running of the line, 
and upon this impression he had acted, and not, as 
had been alleged, because he was “ willing to sacri¬ 
fice principle to expediency.*' 

“ Since the ratification of the acts of the Consultation and 
General Council by the Ccmvention at Washington, and 
since all loci||ions, surveys, and grants not made previous 
to the location of the Cherokoes within the territory desig¬ 
nated, were declared null and v^d, and diifected to be can¬ 
celled, the execufive has been assured that upwards of 300 
leagues of latiid have been located in said territory. 

“ Notwithstanding these iacts, the Indians, relying upon 
the faith of the government and the pledges of the executive 
ffi^t justice should be done them, have remained peaceable, 
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and now the line having been run, and the measures of the 
executive are sustained by Congress, the friendship of the 
Indians will be eon6rme0. If they should not be sustained, 
the President will feel himself petfectly vindicated in the 
assurance that he basj>ur8ued and recommended that policy 
which alone can saVO ^luttem Teatas from ruin, and the 
country generally from imminent danger.’* 

Several individuals had beepi killed by the Indians 
on the waters of the Brazos, and many disasters of 
a similar character had occurred during the year. 

“The great anxiety of our citilens to acquire land induced 
them to adventure into the Indian, bunting grounds in num¬ 
bers not sufficient for self-protection, and inasmuch as they 
met with no serious opposition in the commencement of their 
surveying, they were thrown off their guard, which afforded 
the Indians an opportunity of taking them by surprise, and 
hence they became victims to their own indiscretion and 
temerity. Ihe executive anticipating the consequences that 
would result from penetrating into the Indian hunting- 
grounds to a distance where they could not possibly be' aided 
from the settlements, used every endeavour within his 
power to prevent such a course. His personal remon¬ 
strances were insufficient to control the .determination of 
those whose opinions set . at naught adm<mitions that could 
not be legally enforced. The Indians, by gainii^ partial 
advantages, were induced to form 'more numerous associa¬ 
tions, that have rendered thqm formidable; and oodssionafly 
acquiring spoil, have sinceV^en been induced id' advance 
upon the settlements in marauding.paitk^ ,Whilst the cir¬ 
cumstance of continuing to survey within. ^ei^^4lUAtiDg- 
grounds so much exasperate il^if t^i tbelr inva¬ 

sions have becqme formidable pn oiir frontier.' It is not 
confined to any paHicular Se^tidft, M is carried on more or 
less from''the Rio FrJo to ihe Hed Hiver. 

“With regard to protecting the surveyors by an armed 
force, the Presidetd did not confide the govornhient justi¬ 
fied in employing^public funds in aid ^ priv|kte speculation. 
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The system of surveying and locating lands had» he said, 
involved the country in all the c&dAmities which had visited 
the frontier; and he therefore suggested that *for some time 
10 come, restrictions should be laid uptm all surveying 
beyond the' limits of the settletnent, and that the enterprise 
which had heretofore been employed for individual benefit, 
should be directed in some channel that , would enable the 
executive to repel the aggression of the Indians, and chastise 
them for all wanton outrages.* ” 

The remainder of the Message is devoted to an 
exposition of an alleged encroachment upon the 
Presidential authority by Major-General Rusk—^the 
censure of that officer for not sustaining the civil 
institutions of the country, which were violated by 
acts of illegality towards the property and persons 
of Mexicans at Nacogdoches, subsequent to the 
rebellion—the honest Mexican being as much 
entitled to the protection of law as the Anglo- 
Saxon”—and to the inculcation of a peaceful policy 
towards “ all those Indian tribes who were faithful 
to their friendship.” 

An approach was made during this year to the 
establishment of commercial relations between Great 
Britain and Texas—^General J. P. Henderson, the 
diplomatic agent of the Republic, having succeeded 
in edeoting a commercial ar^genient with the 
British Government, by which ** Texan vessels and 
goods, the national dag and with Texan 

papersi*^ be admitted into British ports, 

“ in same manner ^ the vessel and goods of 
Mexico, under the scope and stipulations of the 
treaty witli that government, and the vessels and 
goods of Great Britain to be admitted into the 
ports of Texas upon the basis of the same treaty.” 
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Tills arrai^ement, by which Texan journalists de¬ 
clared the people to he “ extremely gratified,” was 
announced by proclamation of President Houston 
on the 4th of July,, 1838. 

Candidates to succ^d General Houston in the 
Presidency had been named in May. The parties 
mentioned-^ere Major-General Rusk; Vice-Presi- 
deni Lamar; Mr. Grayson, from Kentucky; and 
Mr. Bol^rt Wilson, an old settler. General Rusk 
(then Coinmander-in-€hief, and since Chief-Justice 
of the Republic) assigtpeef^e following reasons for 
declining to stand a Oontelt, in answer to the reso¬ 
lutions inviting him to become a candidate:— 

“ About three years since, Gentlemen, I became a citizen 
of this country. I was firmly resolved not to seek or hold 
any office, nor should 1 have abandoned that resolution had 
the country remained in a state of peace and quiet; but the 
commencement of our difficulties with Mexico strongly 
threatened the destruction of our country, and our expulsion 
from it; and I could not reconcile it to myself to participate 
in the benefits, and fail to i^re the dangers and responsibi¬ 
lities; and in accepting the many offices which I have held, 
it has been at all times done with reluctance, and under a 
strong sense of doty, and I have uniformly retired ii^m stich 
offices when I thought that I could do so consistent with my 
duty. I cannot, gentlemen, be insensible tothehi^h honour 
which has been conferred upon me, by the earnest request 
which you have made of me to become liiiandidafe for the 
high and very important office of Chief of the 

Republic. ^ V , 

Coming, as^his request d^, firq^ men of inte¬ 

grity, apd^ high sta«ding-r-«hff Hfeh, ^oo, who stobj firm to 
the countiy in tbe -dariwet hbuf bf her peril—dt makes an 
impression Upon my mhid be e^icated 

with the lest pu}8a|ions sf life. 'Hie maiiifestatib^ of the 
good opinion of the peepfe of Texas tcwafds mb, upon so 



CHAP. III.] PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION-T. J. RUSK. 319 

many occasions—the many expressions of oonMeoce in me 
made by those with whom I hare mingl^ in the,moat try¬ 
ing and responsible situations of my Itfe-^re more than I 
have deserved or merited, and 611 me with that deep sense 
of gratitude which I have not words to express but which I 
shall bequeath to my children as the most valuable legacy 
which I can leave to them. 

Your request, gentlemen, places me in one of the most 
delicate situations which I have ever occupied, and renders 
the task of answering it, so as to avoid the charge of a dis¬ 
regard of the opinions of my friends, and a preference of 
private interests to the public service, on the one hand, and 
an imperative sense of duty, on the odier, a very difficult one. 

In a correspondence with General Lamar last fall, and 
before that distinguished individual was before the people as 
a candidate, I stated to him that 1 hoped he would not have 
any hesitancy in giving his consent to the request which had 
been made to him to become a candidate, as there was no 
design or desire to have my name before the people for any 
office whatever. The situation of my private affairs was 
|hen, and has been since, urged as a reason for my refusal 
to run for the office alluded to. I feel, gentlemen, the 
strongest obligations to our country, and am, as I ever have 
been, ready to risk, or, if necessary, sacrihee ray life in her 
behalf; and to you, gentlemen, and the many friends 1 
have acquired in the Republic, I feel under obligations 
which a long life would not afford time, or means, properly 
to show. 

" I amj however, gentlemen, poor, and involved in pecu¬ 
niary embarrassments. 1 have, as 1 have before stated, a 
large fatnUy solely dependent on my exertions for sup¬ 
port—not <H|ly my own, but another family, the charge of 
which,.by the death of a brother-in-law in this country, has* 
devolyed?upon me. To them I feel obligations which you, 
1 am swre, will duly appreciate. I £^l great anxiety to 
place them in such circumstances that the hand of po¬ 
verty shall not press as heavily upon them as it has 
done upon me. To these, gentlemen, I will add but two 
other reasmis: the ffrst of which is my ^eat desire to atoid 
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tlte turmoil and confusion consequent upon the holding of 
office—and I trust tliat the day is not far distant when I 
shall be able to occupy that station in society, greatly the 
most desirable to me, that of a private citizen. The second 
is on the subject of your last resolution—that of my consti¬ 
tutional eligibility. On the day of election I should not be 
eligible—not attaining to the age required by the Constitu¬ 
tion until the 5di day of December next, being some time 
after the election will have taken place—which would leave 
this matter subject to different constructions, even were I 
disposed to be a candidate.*’ 

The choice of the people fell upon Mirabeau B. 
Lamar for President, and D. G. Burnet for Vice- 
President—both of whom were returned by large 
majorities. Their constitutional term of office being 
three years, they were to retire in December, 1841. 
President Lamar waa installed in December, 1838, 
on which occasion he delivered his Inaugural Ad¬ 
dress :— 

% 

** The character of my administration,** he said, " may 
be anticipated in the domestic nq^re of our government, 
and peaceful habits of the people. Looking upon agiicuU 
ture, commerce, and the useful arts, as tlie true basis of all 
national strength and glory, it will be my leading policy to 
awaken into vigorous activity the wealth, talent, and enter¬ 
prise of the country; and, at the same time, to lay the 
fuundation of those higher institutions for moral tuid mental 
culture, witliout which no government, on demc^ratic prin¬ 
ciples; can prospet’, nor the people long preservwtheir liber- 
^ties. In the management of our fordg^ interccune, 1 would 
recommend that we deal justly with all nations, e^g^^t^vely 
to none ; preserve frieiidiy and amiable relations such 
as may be«disposed to reu'iproca^ the policy, and, avoiding 
all protracted and perplexing hegotiationSj coufi free and 
unrestricted commerce i^erever it muy be the interest of 
our people to Carryvthe national flag. Preferring peace, but 
not aveir^ from war, I shall^be ever ready to adjust idl difle- 
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Fences with our enemies by frbn^ly dbcusston and arrangc- 
ratnit, and at the same time be equally prompt to adopt cither 
offensive or defensive operations^ .HM their dbposition and 
our own safety may render necessary,^’ 

He hoped to recommend by his example the spirit 
of justice and moderation in the exercise of official 
functions—bestowing preferment upon the virtuous 
and intelligent of all parties who had the good of 
the country, and not their own aggrandizement, in 
view. He would 

“ siistain the frecdoin of the press, the purity of elections, 
the right of opinion, and the freedom and sanctity of reli¬ 
gion ; maintain the integrity and independence of the judi¬ 
ciary as tho great dispensary of justice, aud the correction 
t>f civil, criminal, and constitutional abuses; economize the 
public resources ; protect the frontiers; recommend equality 
of taxation, burdening none of the branches of industry for 
the benefit of others; discourage multijdicity of legislation; 
patronize talents, integrity, and sobriety; and support with 
becoming liberality all laudable and patriotic institutions, 
founded in reason and tested by experience. Above all 
things, niy fellow-citizenss I shall feel it to be my imperious 
duty to execute the laws with impartiality; to guard the 
public against fraud; to hold every individual in official 
station to strict accountability; and, under all circumstances, 
and at every hazard, to maintain order and subordination 
loithin, and to repel all aggressions from without," 

There was one question of the highest national 
importance on which he felt it a privilege and a 
duty to address himself to the great body of the 
peopie-Tf-the annexation of Texas to the American 
Union 

1 ' ^ ^ 

Notwithstanding the almost undivided voice of my fel¬ 
low-citizens at one time in favour of the measure, and not¬ 
withstanding the decision of the National Congress at its 
last session, inhibiting the chie fmagistrate from, withdrawing 

VOL. II. Y 
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the pn)position at the Cabinet of Washington, yet still I 
have never been able aiifsclf to perceive the policy of the 
desired connexion, or &^ver in it any advantage, either 
civile political, or conitiieireial, which could possibly result to 
Texas. Eut# on ihe dimtraTy, a long train of consequences 
of tins most appalling character and magnitude have never 
failed to present themselves whenever I have entertained the 
subject, and forced upon nay mind the iinwelcorne conviction 
that the step once taken wbuld produce a lasting regret, and 
ultimately prove as clisast^s to our liberty and hopes as 
the triumpliant sword of the enemy. And 1 say this from 
no irreverence to the chameter and institutions of my native 
country—whose welfare i h#ive ever desired, and do still 
desire above ray individual happiness—^btit a dt‘ep and 
abiding gratitude to the people of Texas, as well as a fer¬ 
vent devotion to those sacred principles of government 
whose defence invited me to this country, compel me to say 
that, however strong may be my attachment to the parent 
land, the land of my adoption must claim my highest alle¬ 
giance and affection.” 

With the surrender of her independence, Texas 
would yield tip the right of declaring war or mak¬ 
ing peace—of controlling the Indian tribes within 
her borders— of appropriating the public domain to 
purposes of education and internal improvement— 
of levying her own taxes, regulating her own 
commerce, and forming her own alliances and 
treaties. She would be reduced to an nnfelt frac¬ 
tion of a giant power, with governors, and judges, 
and excisemen, appointed from abroad to^.tdminis- 
ter laws which she had no adequate voice ih enact¬ 
ing, and to gather imposts for the benefit nf those 
who levied them.' Gaining into the Union health 
withoiit prop^ionate influence, she would be ex- 
posed to its distractions, arising from conflicting 
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interests and irreconcilable prejudices. iAs a slave- 
holding state, she would be as^iled bjf^ denun¬ 
ciations of remote and uncongenial cominpbities. 
The natural resources of the soil supplied tha means 
of adorning and beautifying the country, providing 
for its safety and defence, endowing in^titutipns for 
the spread of virtue, knowledge, and the krts, and 
carrying to the door of every citizen peace, plenty, 
and protection. In addition to these results, he 
looked still farther to the important improvements 
Texas would be able to devise in government—to 
tlie I'litire revolution her example in free trade 
would efiect in the colriinerce of other nations, 
emancipating it from the thraldom of tariff raairio 
tions, and placing it upon the high ground of 
equitable reciprocity, all of which would inevitably 
flowj'rom the maintenance of her position as an 
independent Republic. 

** When I reflect upon these vast and momentous conso- 
quenccs, so fatal to liberty, on the one hand, and so fraught 
with happiness and glory on the other, I cannot regard the 
annexation of Texas to the American Union in any other 
light than as the grave of all her hopes of happiness and 
greatness; and if, contrary to the present aspect of aflairs, 
the amalgamation shall ever hereafter take place, I shall 
feel that tho blood of our martyred heroes had been shed in 
vain—that we bad riven the chains of Mexican despotism 
only to lertiter our country with indissoluble bonds, and 
that a ypuhgf; republic just rising into high distinction 
among the tuitions of the earth had been swallowed up and 
lost, like a proud, bark in a devouring vortex. » 

** That tbfe people of Texas should have been in favour 
of Annexatipriy at the time their votes were given on the 
question! is not a matter of surprise, when we consider the 
then^existing condition of tlj^e country.—She was left, after 
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the battle of San Jacinto, feeble and exhausted, without means 
and without credit; her settlements broken up; her villages 
desolated by ruthless invasion; and, amidst all, still threat¬ 
ened, in her defenceless situation, with a return of the foe, 
and a renewal of the sad calamities of war. Under such a 
state of things, no wonder that the people, harassed and 
almost ruined, bleeding with present wounds, and appre¬ 
hending a farther accumulation of ill, should be willing to 
purchase momentary security by a surrender of their na¬ 
tional independence/* 

For his own part, he had never despaired of the 
Ih^public, and had raised his voice against “ the pro¬ 
jected sacrifice,” without regard to the difficulties 
of the moment ; and the considerations which ope¬ 
rated then had disappeared; the desolated plains 
had become green meadows and luxuriant fields: 
where the car of war had rolled, the husbandman 
now drove his plough in safety; and, instead of a 
scattered and suffering population, weighed Sown 
by poverty and blighted hopes, they beheld a people 
daily increasing in wealth and numbers, happy in 
their present possessions, and anticipating higher 
results. Invasion, too, had lost its terrors: con¬ 
scious of their strength, they well knew that the 
enemy had greater lea&on to apprehend danger 
from them than they from the enemy. 

Never were a people so favourably situated as 
were the inhabitants of Texas, for the ost^lishment 
of a wise and beneficent gfovemmentl, 

** We have already laid, thagrcpadwoi^ SUCC^fu^y and 
well, ancL it is only uecessar| now, &at we p^y proper at- 
tentiott to the strength and syid^'mefry dfthe superstructure. 
As in file hatUral acieni^, discoveries alrb daily being made, 
so in the art of good government, the great teacher, Time, 
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is continually suggesting new and important changes, ^faich, 
as a wise people, we should be ever ready advisedly to 
adopt, undeterred by the dread of innovation; and with 
conscious rectitude for our guide, move boldly onward in 
the rapid march of improvement, and keep jpace with the 
progress of successful experiment. The American consti¬ 
tution is certainly the highest eifort of political wisdom, and 
a})proaches more nearly to perfection than any other soccia 
compact for the government of man; yet a fair trial of fifty 
years has detected in that sacred chart many serious and 
alarming errors, which, if we will but wisely avoid, at the 
same time adopting its favourable features, and avalliug 
ourselves of all the lights of modern experience, we shall 
soon be able to devise and perfect a system of our own 
which shall surpass its model as far as that has excelled all 
otliers. To achieve this desirable end, we must turn to the 
great volume of History that lies open before us, and profit 
by the lessons it teaches. Wejnay gather from its faithful 
records, not only a knowledge of what has been tested by 
other nations, JMid found to be practically beneficial or per¬ 
nicious ; but we may be taught the more solemn and im¬ 
portant truth, that the instability of governments has not 
resulted from anything inherent in the nature of human in* 
stitutions to flourish and decay, like the vegetable kingdom, 
but from the fact that all, with the exception of the Ame¬ 
rican constitution, have been the result of chance, vice, and 
rapacity, instead of being fkshioiied by reflection, and based 
upon the solid grounds of private integrity and public 
morals. The principles of virtue aiid justice are unchange¬ 
able and indestructible, and the go^rhment which shall be 
reared upon the one, and administered upon the other, can¬ 
not fail to be "an eternal bulwark^to the rights of man.” 

The of government upon a written 

compact Betwefep ||he p^ple and their rulers was a 
wise inv^fion, was obvious,, he said, that the 
advantages of such a system mu^t rest in the ob¬ 
servance of the compact both by individuals and tlip 
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community at large. It was the first duty of a 
patriot to cherish and respect the constitution of his 
country, nor could there be a more dangerous 
enemy to liberty than the popular chief who should 
discard its authority, under the hollow pretext that 
he was acting for the good of the people. No 
reasons of state policy, or pretended exigencies, could 
justify its violation. 

In his first annual message to Congress, Presi¬ 
dent Lamar remarked, in reference to foreign rela¬ 
tions, that to Great Briiain the independence of 
Texas could not be an indifferent event. 


“ The advancement of hear great commercial and ma¬ 
nufacturing interests ” was too deeply identified with 
their future prosperity as a nation, to permit them to be¬ 
lieve that she could view their present position with other 
than favourable regard. To France, also, it presented in¬ 
ducements which could not fail to elicit that liberality which 
had heretofore characteriacd her national councils. With 
Mexico, their position was unchanged. She still seemed to 
cherish the illusory hope of conquest, without adopting any 
means for its realization. . : 

** A final abandonment of such hopes, or a more vigorous 
prosecution of the measures which would at once determine 
their worth, would be more consonant, to true glory and 
wisdom than this attitude of supine and sullen hostility. It 
may become the duty and interest of Texas reduce the 
-question of her right to independencse/to a more nummary 
adjustment toan our adversary seems inclined to give it. 
While we would meet vrath aktority thf Jrst indication of a 
desire .for a jusi and honouraHe pc^ wn compel a 
more active prosecution of war. 
tained oidy by tfie sword, let 


If to ^ablisfi a republican govern¬ 

ment upon a' btoad aid* permanent ba^is, di wtmld 
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become their duty to adopt a comprehensive and 
well-regulated system of mental and moral culture. 

“ Education is a subject in which every citizen, and es¬ 
pecially every parent, feels a deep and lively concern. It 
is one in which no jarring interests arc involved, and no acri¬ 
monious political feelings excited; for its benefits are so 
universal that all parties can cordially unite in advancing 
it. It is admitted by all, that cultivated mind is tlie guar¬ 
dian genius of Democracy, and while guided and controlled 
by virtue, the noblest attribute of man. It is the only dic¬ 
tator that freemen acknowledge, and the only security which 
froemeir desire. The influence of Education in the moral 
world is like light in the physical; rendering luminous 
what before was obscure. It opens a wide field for the 
exercise and improvement of all the faculties of man, and 
imparts vigour and clearness to those important truths in 
the science of government, as well as of morals, which 
would otherwise be lost in the darkness of ignorance. 
Witliout its aid, how perilous and insufliicient would be the 
deliberations of a government like ours! How ignoble 
and useless its legislation for all the purposes of liappiuess ! 
How fragile and insecure its liberties ! War would be con¬ 
ducted without die science necessary to insure success, and 
its bitterness and calamities would be unrelieved by the 
ameliorating circumstances which the improved condition of 
man llks imparted to it; and peace would be joyless, be¬ 
cause its train would be unattended by,that civilisation and 
refinement which can alone give zest to social and domestic 
enjoyments.—And how shall we protect our rights if we do 
not comprehend them 1 And. can we comprehend them 
unless we acquire a knowledge of the jmst and present con¬ 
dition of thing^ 'aad praotile the habit of enlightened rc- 
fleqtioQ ? . ^€^,dvatibtt is as necessary to khe supply of rich 
intelkctnali^ tMoral fr^ the labours of the hus- 

bandmail 4^ binX^ forth , the valuable .productions of the 
earth. But it would be superfiuous. to olFer to this Ho¬ 
nourable Congress any extended arguqjent to enforce the 
practical importance of this subject, t fed fully assured 
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that it will, ia that liberal spirit of improvement which per¬ 
vades the social world, lose not the present auspicious op¬ 
portunity to provide for literary institutions, with a munih' 
cence commensurate with our future destinies.” 


He recommended measures for placing the ad¬ 
ministration of justice on a fixed an<l intelligible 
basis. The introduction of Mexican laws had left 
the great body of the people in ignorance of the 
principles on which the decisions of the courts 
rested. 

% 

“ It would be a task of extreme difficulty for the most 
learned in the science even.to enumerate the various Mexi¬ 
can authorities now in force in this government. Most of 
these authorities have never yet been imported into the 
country, and, with a few exceptions, they are written in a 
foreign language unknown to our people, and to a large 
majority of the profession, as well as to a majority of the 
legal tribunals appointed by Congress to interpret and ad¬ 
minister them. Nor is there a reasonable hope that at an 
early period we can be relieved from this painful perplexity; 
for it would be entirely impracticable for the government to 
procure at this time the translation, publication, and general 
distribution of these authorities.—And until this is done, or 
the system changed, we shall be doomed to the painful ne¬ 
cessity of having the titles to our property tried, and all 
our contracts interpreted, by laws unknown to our courts, 
and unknown to the community. But while the present 
situation of Texas in this particular must be a source of 
deep regret to her friends, they can nevertheless console 
themselves by the reflection that the constitution of the 
country has pmvided a,salutary remedy, by which she may 
be extricated from the difficulty.; . <^ngress require by 
that sacre^ instrument, at a pejriod as early practicable, 
to introduce, by s^ute, thejbommon jaw of jfet^^and, with 
such modifications as the circumstances nf the country may, 
in their jud^ent,.require. The period here contemplated 
by the constitution, in the opinion of the executive, has now 
arrived,” 
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In making the proposed alteration, he suggested 
the propnety of formally adopting a few of the ge¬ 
neral statutes of some State of the Union, of “ esta¬ 
blished legal reputation, and with domestic institu¬ 
tions similar to their own.” 

He had not been informed of the origin and cha¬ 
racter of the disturbances in Eastern Texas; but he 
maintained that the Indians, whether native or in¬ 
trusive, had no just cause of complaint. The emi¬ 
grant tribes had no legal or equitable claim to any 
portion of the territory: they came as intruders, 
were positively forbidden to make any permanent 
abidance, and had continued against the public 
wish, and at the sacrifice of public tranquillity. 
The offer made to bordering Indians in the coloni¬ 
zation law of Coahuila and Texas carried with it 
precedent conditions, which had in no instance been 
complied with by any of the tribes. To the Mexican 
authorities of that State they were objects of dis¬ 
quietude and terror, and if they, in any instance, 
promised lands to their chiefs, they were either sti¬ 
mulated by fear, or induced by a design to array 
the tomahawk and scalping-knife against the Anglo- 
Americans of Texas, upon whom such promises (if 
ever made) imposed no moral obligations. With 
reference to the pledge of the Consultation in 1835, 
and the consequent treaty,.the latter had never been 
ratified by a competent authority, and, if it had, 
still there was a reciprocity of obligation to which 
the Indians had hot isulhered by rendering allegi¬ 
ance to the Republic. , . ; ., 

With respect to Mexico-^its gqyemment, occu¬ 
pied by internal disturbances, or perils from abroad, 



380 


TEXAS. 


[book III. 


had lieen restrained from renewing any serious at¬ 
tempt upon their liberties; but ihe western frontier 
had been disquieted by small parties of Mexican 
brigands, whose object was to plunder and destroy. 
Several Indian tribes, also, a petty, but, in 

some instances, disastrous warfare upon the neg¬ 
lected border settlements. His solicitude for due 
protection to the frontier had partially overruled liis 
habitual repugnance to standing armies. In the 
disturbed state of their foreign and Indian relations, 
the proper security of the country at large, es}>e- 
cially the peace and safety of the border settlenuuits, 
seemed to require the organization of a regular, per¬ 
manent, and effective force. The navy, likewise, 
required to be re-establislied on a respectable footing, 
and the state of the finances demanded early atten¬ 
tion. 

“ Ill a few yeaisi, when agricultural exports shall exceed 
in value all that the most sumptuous extravagance can 
desue from abroad, and our unexplored mmeials shall be in 
]>ro(‘ess of extraction, the people of Texas will find no diffi¬ 
culty in rendering ample means of support to their govcin- 
ment, and protection to themselves. But at present, those 
important ends are not to be accomplished by direct con¬ 
tribution, without some painful exertions and sacrifices of 
personal convenience. To levy burdensome taxes on a 
people, many of whose farms and dwellings have been re¬ 
cently abandoned, and made desolate by an invading enemy, 
and who are $tiU bhcniri&g under the embarrassments inci¬ 
dent to a V0W sattlementr and who are yet struggling for 
political existence, has an aspect pf eererity and injustice, 
and ought by all possible means to be avoiaed.» The only 
practical mode of doing thiS',i8to autie^pMe the future abun¬ 
dant resources of the country, and W devolve upon our pos- 
tenty a portion of ttie burdens lb whldi the perfecting oor 
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independence and theirs has subjected, and is still subject > 
ing us. The equity of this recourse to posterity will not 
rightfully be disputed by them, and cannot be controverted 
by us. 

** 'I'he practicability of negotiating a loan adequate to the 
wants of the country, seems to be somewhat problematical. 
But I do not despair of being able to eifect it, if the Con¬ 
gress will make satisfactory provision for its ultimate re¬ 
demption, and the prompt payment of the interest that may 
accrue upon it. That Texas can render a full, and, to all 
human prescience, a certain and indestructible guarantee 
for any pecuniary liabilities which she would incur, there 
can be no doubt in the minds of those who are familiar with 
her condition and her iidiorent resources. But foreign ca¬ 
pitalists are not presumed to be intimately acquainted with 
these things, and hence will result the necessity of pre¬ 
senting to them some. more than ordinary inducements, 
bcibre we can reasonably expect to acquire their confidence 
and credit.” 

Although he (President Lamar) was decidedly 
opposed to oncirous taxation, yet the necessities of 
an infant State forbade abatement of the existing 
imi)osts. The necessity for providing for frontier 
defence called for, if not an augmentative, at least a 
more etjual and uniform assessment of the land-tax. 
Under the operation of the existing law, and in the 
present inchoate condition of the major part of the 
land titles, bttt a very small portion of the appro¬ 
priated Ismds was liable .to taxation. This obvious 
injustice had Resulted firoin the delay deemed ad¬ 
visable with ^ regard to toiissue of patents to claim¬ 
ants of -;head-iigp^^ persons entitled to 

bounty fahds, ^ rei^oval of the cause lay witliin 
the province of action, To issue 

patents in all caai§% (and it would, be impossible for 
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the executive to discriminate) without inquiring into 
the many frauds which were alleged to have been 
practised before the Board of Land Commissioners, 
seemed to be fraught with objections, and to with¬ 
hold deeds from those justly entitle^ to them was 
plainly inconsistent with the frankness which Go¬ 
vernment should always manifest to its citizens. 
The fact that the great object of taxes b(ung to 
sustain the Government in its useful and necessary 
action, would suggest to the wisdom of Congress 
the importance of adopting one plain and uniform 
system. 

He had approached the important subject of a 
Tariff with becoming caution, and had bestowed 
upon it that reflection to which it was entitled. Tor 
the present, he recommended the continuance of 
the Tariff laws, with such alterations as experience 
might suggest. 

" The decided bias of my mind is for the total abolition 
of all duties on imports, not only because it would comport 
with that freedom of commerce so closely connected with the 
fundamental rights of man, but because it would be pecu¬ 
liarly adapted to the future condition and policy of I’exas. 
While I am aware, that by indirect taxation in the nature 
of a Tariff, the people bear the burden as bonsumers without 
scarcely perceiving it, and are exonerated from that general 
surveillance and odious inquisition with ^icb the visits of 
assessors and collectors of direct . are accompa^^^ ; 

and while I nm equally aware of the derogatory and dan¬ 
gerous induence wbich an ambitious executive may be able 
to bring to bear upon the people through the swarms of 
dependent olfiicers, continually residing and acting among 
them; yet still I look forward to a period (I hope near at 
hand) when we shall^be able, and will find It bo be our in¬ 
terest, to invite the commerce of the world to our free and 
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open ports. This, however, from considerations of a high 
public policy, may not be done until our national independ¬ 
ence shall be generally acknowledged. The radical policy of 
Texas is anti-tariff, because its commercial commodities are 
of the raw material, which fears no impost rivalry, and pay- 
ijig no contributions to manufactories; yef the immediate 
adoption of free trade as is proposed by many of our citizens 
and statesmen, would in the present sittiation of our country 
cxiiibit an apparent recklessness and imprudence, which 
coiild not fail to affect our credit abroad ; for it should never 
ho forgotten, that fickleness and instability in a young go¬ 
vernment like ours, are as destructive to its character as a 
vitiated currency is to its wealth, or oppression to its peace. 
In addition to this, it should be borne in mind, that the 
revenue collected through custom-houses has been, and is 
still, our chief dependence for sustaining the credit of onr 
public iss\ics, which must most certainly sink into a disastrous 
and degrading depreciation with the repeal of the imposts. 
Indeed, if we abolish the Tariff in the present impoverished 
condition of the treasury, the government will be left desti- 
tut(^ of the means of sustaining itself during the interval of 
collecting the necessary fund by direct taxation, or raising 
it on foreign loans, which, in either case, under the most 
favourable circumstances, will require several mouths to 
effect; and this destitution of means will occur at a moment 
when the energies of the government are demanded for fron- 
1 ier defence.” 

No subject in the whole range of political eco¬ 
nomy carried with it a more universal and intense 
interest than that of the circulaling medium, and 
none was more worthy of the profound attention of 
Congress. They had before them the examples of 
other States:— * 

“ The, Exchequer Bills of England, the Assignats of 
France, and the Treasury Bills of the United States, furnish 
memorable examples of the inability of the most powerful 
and opulent g<»vernments to establish a good practical cir- 
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culating medium on their own credit alone, without the 
facilities of prompt redemption^ The precious metals are 
the only uniform standard of value, and no paper represen¬ 
tative can acquire general confidence, and answer the legiti¬ 
mate purpo.ses of trade, unless it be convertible at the plea¬ 
sure of the holder into gold or silver.” 

The operation of private banks in the United 
States had shown their inefficiency for good :— 

** To my mind, the objections to private incorporated banks- 
far transcend in practical importance any useful puri)Oses 
they may have, or are likely to fulfil. In respect to them, 
our experience is large, full, and direct. That many of 
them have been extensively beneficial is without doubt; 
that in general they have been productive of more evil than 
good, and have exerted a pernicious influence on society, is 
no less clear. The examples furnished in the United States 
are within the recollection of every citizen, and they address 
their monitory voice with peculiar force to our judgmetit. 
There, among a kindred people, incorporated banking com¬ 
panies have been created, endowed, and cherished in e> ery 
variety of form and modification of structure, lu Uie early 
stages of their operations, the system was *lvarmly com¬ 
mended to the people at large by the additional capital 
which it seemed to create, and tlie consequent impetus it 
gave to all kinds of business. Industry and enterprise in 
all the vocations of life derived new vigour and encourage¬ 
ment from the abundant facilities which the free circulation 
and easy access of a professedly redeemable bank paper 
presented to them, and the nation sprang forward in pros¬ 
perity amidst the general jubilee of individual excitation.’* 

With the multiplication of banks, their intrinsic 
worthlessness became m^ifested, and it was soon 
discovered that private incorporations were liable to 
be influenced by the vile artifices of corrupt specu¬ 
lators, and were altogether madequate to supply the. 
wants of the community. Their credit being local, 
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the benefits they conferred were necessarily limited, 
and, to correct these impeffections by increasing the 
number of private banks, would be extending the 
evils incident to such institutions, without attaining 
'the object in view; for, in the same ratio that the 
bonks increased in number, the par circulation of 
their bills diminished in distance, and the difficul¬ 
ties of commercial exchanges became the more bur¬ 
densome and vexatious. The great desideratum in 
domestic finances was a sound and uniform cur¬ 
rency, which should pervade the whole body politic, 
even as in {diysics vital blood pervaded the human 
system. 

“ At the. commencement of the last war bctw'ocu the 
Uiiiled States and Great Britain, a, National Baiih was 
established, and its powerful efficacy was soon manifested in 
the restoration of a sound and redeemable paper currency, 
and the revival of general confidence. The difficulties that 
had involved ^thc whole commercial population, and those 
dependent upon it, in frequent and distressing bankruptcy, 
were rapidly dissipated and forgotten, and the country was 
blessed to an extraordinary extent with a safe and conve¬ 
nient medium of exchange between the remotest parts of its 
territory, and even between them and the leading commer¬ 
cial nations of the world. New hopes and activity were in¬ 
fused into every department of business—the farmer, the 
mechanic, the merchant, and those of the learned profes¬ 
sions, all experienced its renovating and salutary influence. 
And the government itself not only participated in these 
aggregate benefits, but found in the bank a fiscal agent 
adequate to all its financial exigencies. The minor and local 
banks were brought under a wholesopie restraint, and com¬ 
pelled to confine their issues within their appropriate spheres. 
Such of them as were insolvent from adversity or mismanage¬ 
ment withdrew from the hopeless conijpetition, and those 
which had originated in fraud and corrupt speculation were 
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detected, exposed, and in most cases arrested in their course 
of iniquity and imposture. TJie temporary cnibarrassmejits 
which resulted from l^e contraction, the withdrawal, or the 
insolvent dissolution of the local banks were speedily re¬ 
paired, and the partial derangements in business were re¬ 
stored and succeeded by a wholesome and universal circula¬ 
tion of a uniform, sound, and easily convertible currency, 
which was passed and received with unhesitating confi¬ 
dence.” 

He felt it his duty to recommend a strictly Na¬ 
tional Bank, which should be the exclusive i)roperty, 
and under the exclusive coi^trol, of the Republit*. 
Such a bank, incorporated for a suitable term of 
years—founded on a suitable hypothecation of a 
competent portion of the public domain, which 
should be appropriated to that purpose—witli tin* 
additional guarantee of the plighted faith of tlie 
nation, and an adequate deposit of specie in it.s 
vaults—iwpuld, it was confidently believed, confer 
many eminent and continued blessings upon the 
country. , 

** It is, indeed, true, that real estate is not sufficiently 
commutable or transitive to answer the ordinary and daily 
purposes of commerce and of exchange. These can b(? 
accomplished only by specie itself, or by that active and 
undoubted credit, of which a known and sufficient deposit 
of the metals, or something equivalent to them, is the pio- 
per basis. It is believed the proposed bank would be 
amply furnished with that equivalent—and to all necessary 
extent, with the actual metallic deposit itself. It is evident 
that a bank so constituted, the exclusive property of a stable 
and popular government, and combining the three guaran¬ 
tees of lalid, specie, and the public faith, would, not require 
to retain in its vaults as large a proportion of dormant capi¬ 
tal as is acknowledged to be indispensable to the safe con¬ 
duct of a private‘’institution. An ordinary corporate bank 
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renders no other security for the redemption of its issues 
tJian the actual coi-porate capital which is supposed to con¬ 
sist in a given deposit of the precious metals, and the re¬ 
sulting cr^its. And these^ aided by the responsibility of 
its directors and executive officers, constitute its only claim 
to public confidence. 

In the contemplated bank, the merchant who, by nature 
of his business, did not need long discounts, would not be 
called upon to hypothecate real estate—but from the planter, 
who had fewer risks and required longer accommodation, 
security by mortgage might properly be required. I’he 
bank should bo made the depository of all public monies, 
derived from whatever source; and none should be drawn 
from it except by an order from the Treasury. The directors 
of the institution should be chosen from the best qualified 
men of the country, without reference to their particular 
callings or political opinions; the whole number of directors 
to be divided into three sections—one section to retire every 
year, without eligibility to re-election for throe years after the 
expiration of their term of service. 

‘Mn making these appointments, my own impression is, 
that the directors who are to regulate and control the 
affairs of an iu'^titution, thus established upon the funds and 
credit of the government, should be elected by Congress upon 
tlie joint ballot of the two houses, for the reasons, that being 
selected from various portions of the Hepublic, the qualifi¬ 
cations and integrity of candidates would be blotter known to 
the appointing power, and their official responsibility to the 
people would be augmented by receiving office from their 
immediate representatives. But the appointment of the two 
principal officers in the direct management and operations 
of tlie bank (the president and cashier), upon whose un¬ 
bending honesty and business talents the safety of the insti¬ 
tution must greatly depend, should be thfowii upon as few 
persons as possible. When the election of such officers is 
made by joint ballot from candidates who may present 
tliemselves to the representatives of the people, it is needless 
to disguise the fact, that many infiuenoss emanating from 
the good, as well as the more selfish feelings of the human 
VOL. IT. * Z 
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heart, might diivct them in their choice, to the injury, if 
not utter ruin of tile institution for the benefit of which they 
were acting. Be^des, we all know that individual reaponsi-. 
bility is lessened in propoition to the numbera who are 
brought to act on a given subject; and in making appoint¬ 
ments so vitally important to the safety of an institution in 
which the whole country will have so deep an interest, it 
may be well to throw upon the individuals in whom the 
pf.wer of appointment is made to vest, a responsibility in 
some degree commensurate with the importance of the ob¬ 
jects to secured. It would perhaps be equally dangerous 
to entrust the power of appointnvent to a single person; for, 
being single, he would be more obnoxious to corruption. 

There is then but one alternative lietweon the two modes— 

* 

and that is a middle as well as safe ground, which will con¬ 
fer the right of nomination upon the President, and leave 
the power of appointment to the Senate. The jealous scru¬ 
tiny of that body will at all times operate as a powerful and 
su^cient check upon the abuse of executive power. The 
subordinate officers may be chosen by the board of directors, 
or in any other manner which alter experience may dictate. 
It would be superfluous to remark, that a supervisory power 
of investigating the aflairs and controlling the bank, should 
be retained by the National Legislature. . I'he immediate 
representatives of the people, who are the actual and bene¬ 
ficiary stockbdkiers, should be enabled to restrain all im¬ 
prudent excesses or abuses into which the board of directors 
might be betrayed, and maintain a vigilant and predominant 
supervision of all their acts^ and e^eially control the whole 
circulating medium of the coui^try^ . > 

Such a power can be nowhere so saff^^' lodged as in 
the bands of a free p< 

He had spol^en 
cause he felt stron 
The control of the 
was, in his opinion, -^ neeessar^ to iis salutary 
administration as that of any depsutment of 
its interests. If banking powers wer^ t4luable in 




of this siiiy^t aisonie length, be- 

' __ 


„ . its importance, 

ci^cutoingil^edittpi pf a country 
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promoting an equal and safe circulation, it obviously 
belonged to the government to direct and superin¬ 
tend the distribution and exercise of those powers. 
It was a i>ortion, aud a peculiarly interesting one, 
of the sovereign authority; and to surrender it into 
the hands of a few private, and, in a political sense, 
irresponsible individuals, would be as repugnant to 
the true spirit of republican institutions, as to sub¬ 
ject the management of the war or navy departments 
to such partial and unpledged hands. 

“ If a few men may become bankers, and throw their 
equivocal and precarious paper currency iqion the commu¬ 
nity, nhy not let every man be a banker, and abandon your 
circulating medium to the illimitable cupidity of private spe¬ 
culation ? The planter, the mechanic, and the labourer, are 
as much entitled to the immunities and privileges of the go¬ 
vernment as the speculator or the money-dealer. Let all 
trades be free. Let all rights be equal. 'I'be constitution 
has so ordained it, and so let us carry it into practice. The 
fostering liand of legislation should be extended to all classes 
of society. Each individual of a patriotic people cherishes, 
supports, and defends the government; and none have a 
peculiar and exclusive claim to rewards or privileges in the 
exercise of their industry. If banking*be profitable, let that 
profit enure to the Republic. If the people must pay on 
interest for the ui^ of money, to fiicilitate their legitimate 
operations, let them bestow their sacrifices, not upon the 
mercenary, hut where it will promote the public welfare, and 
in tlie process of time rev^ to their own advantage. 

‘‘ 1 therefore solemnly adjure the honourable Congress 

that they will withhold Uieir sanctkiti from all applications 

for banking privil^es; and in nowise p^mit any private 

interests to be conimingled in the great national institution 

to which rhave invited their consideration.” 

* 

By an Act whicli received the Presidential sanc¬ 
tion on the 4th of January, it was protdded— 

z 2 
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** That every person who had emigrated to the Republic 
since the Lst day of October, 1837, or who might emigrate 
by the 1st day of January, 1840, being a free white person 
and the head of a family, actually residing within the go¬ 
vernment with. his or her family, should be entitled to a 
conditional grant of 640 acres of land, by paying the fees of 
ofiSce and surveying. 'I'he' conditions of the said grant to be, 
that both grantee, and his or her family, should remain and 
reside permanently within the Republic, and do and perform, 
any and all duties required of other citbens, for the torui of 
three years, after which time he or his legal representatives 
should receive from the gove»’nment an unconditional det'd 
for said grant: Provided, That no sale of said claim to land 
by the individual entitled to the same should be valid in law 
and binding upon the person selling the same, until an un¬ 
conditional deed should be obtained by the grantee for said 
land; and in no case whatever should a grant of that descrip¬ 
tion be made, unless it were satisfactorily proven that all the 
conditions and provisions of the law had been (complied with. 
And all single free white male persons, of the age of 17 and 
upwards, who had emigrated to the Republic since the ist 
day of October, 1837, or who might emigrate by the 1st day 
of January, 1840, should be entitled to 320 acres oi‘ land." 

The benefits of this law were extended to all per¬ 
manent resident citsizens of Texas, who had arrived, 
or might arrive, at the specified age^ within the 
period, mentioned. It was also provided that all 
officers and soldiers engaged in the service of Texas 
previous to the 1st of Marche 1837, whose families 
were then in the country, op naigfet arrive previous 
to the 1st of January; 1840, should he entitled to the 
same quantity Of land that they %aidd have received 
had their‘families accompanied thotn to Texas. The 
gratuitous grant of government iande to emigrants 
was to cease on the lst of January^'1840; x 

The irruptions and outrages Oie laMlians, both 
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on the nortli-eastern and north-western frontier of 
Texas, were frequent during the winter and spring 
of 1839. Hostilities had also commenced between 
the Comanches and the united tribes of Lipans and 
Tonkewas, on the Upper Colorado. In January, a 
company of 15 Texans from Bexar visited the 
Canon de Uvalde, for the purpose of locating land 
claims. They entered the narrow pass without in- 
ternijitiori; but, when 'they reached the middle of 
the valley, a large party of Comanches suddenly 
cippeared at the upper extremity, and made pre- 
])arations to surround them. Assuming a posture 
of defence, the savages did not venture to attack 
them; and at night they commenced thdr return 
to Bexar. Arrived at the lower entrance of the 
valley, they discovered a small party of Indians 
stationed at the pass. This party tfiey routed, kill¬ 
ing three or four, and, resuming tlieir march, 
reached Bexar in safety. Another conflict took 
place in January, near the falls of the Brazos, in 
which 15 Texans were killed, and many Indians. 
(Hr the 2Bth of February, President Lamar issued 
a proclamation, codling for the enrolment of 300 
volunteers, to serve six months, in aid of the force 
then in arms for the repression of frontier inroads'. 

The President having learned that the Cherokees 
had committed many predatory acts, which they 
‘had cunningly laid to the charge of the “wild 
Indians,” ord^ied llfji^or Waters, with two com¬ 
panies of Six Montis* Volunteers, to occupy the 
“ saline”’ oC the Neches. Bowles, the Cherokee 
chief, informed this offleer that any attempt to 
carry his orders into effect .would be productive 
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of immediate hostilities. In consequence of thi» 
intimation, added to previous delin(juencies, the 
President informed the Cherokees that they must 
prepare to withdraw fixim Texas early in autumn. 
They were, at thie ^me time, assured that they 
would be paid for all their improvements, and the 
property which they might be unable to remove. 
In this decision the chiefs seemingly acquiesced—ad¬ 
mitting its justice, and expressing themselves willing 
to return to the United States on the terms oflered. 

But, under this show o^ resignation, they were 
secretly providing for an outbreak. Cordova, a 
revolted Mexican leader at Nacogdoches, and his 
second in command, Manuel Flores, started with a 
party of Indians and Mexicans for arms and am¬ 
munition to Matamoros. Some rangers near Aus¬ 
tin, on the Colorado, having discovered their trail, 
they were pursued by a party of volunteers uncler 
Colonel Burleson, attacked^ and nearly all destroyed. 
I'hose who escaped proceeded to Matamoros; but, 
on their return with a large quantity of ammunition, 
the Colorado rangers again detected their footsteffs, 
and they were pursued, overtaken, and defeated, 
with the loss of their leader and all the stores ami 
baggage. The correspondence between Bowles and 
Flores being taken, exposed the dotible-dealing of 
the Cherokees. The in8tr®tctiaBa^ Bowles and his 
confederate chiefs were to simulate friendship to the" 
Texans, while, through their they retarded 

settlement and prevented iiiipirovemeiit by ravaging 
the frontier.- When the Mexicans had adjusted their 
difficulties with France, efficient aid Was to be afforded 
for the prosecution of the common object.. ^ 
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On receipt of the intelligence contained in this 
correspondence, President Lamar determined to 
grant no respite to the Cherokees, but remove them 
forthwith beyond the border. Commissioners were 
accordingly appointed to negotiate for an imme¬ 
diate removal; and, as difficulties were anticipated, 
troops were ordered to move towards the Indian 
district. After making the customary professions 
of satisfaction, Bowies demonstrated an intention to 
resist; on notification of which, the Secretary of 
War (General Sidney Johnston) ordered Colonel 
IJoiiglas to advance upon him. Douglas came up 
with the Indians on the evening of the 15th of July, 
and defeated them with considerable loss. They 
retreated, were pursued and overtaken on the IGth, 
and again discomfited and dis].iersed, Bowles, their 
leader and main dependence, being numbered among 
the slain. In these conflicts, the Indians, who had 
collected all their strength, including volunteers 
from the territory of the United States, had about 
fifty-five killed and eighty severely wounded. The 
Texan loss was five killed and twenty-five wounded. 
Ill twenty days, the nortli-eastern frontier of Texas 
was cleared of 4,000 savages, who had disturbed its 
tranquillity for years. Of these, some crossed the 
Red River and joined their brethren in the Indian 
appropriations of the United States; others dis¬ 
persed in small parties, m places remote from the 
settlements^ No ffirther annoyance was appre¬ 
hended from” them,' and, for the protection of the 
northern and western frontier, the government de¬ 
cided on the erection of a chain of block-houses, 
which, with other arrangements‘contemplated by 
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the War Department, promised to-secure to the oat- 
tying emigrants the unmolested occupation of their 
lands. 

* The disposal of the confiscated lands of the Che- 
rokees became afterwards an exciting subject of 
controversy in Congress^ in consequence of the de¬ 
sire of many to locate tiieir head rights and certifi¬ 
cates on these lands, and the wish of the goveni- 
ment to appropriate them to uses of the State. 
If the Cherokees, before tlieir expulsion under a 
charge of rebellious practices, had a legal title to 
their lands, then all locations made prior to tlieir 
confiscation by Congress were void. If, on the 
contrary, the Indians had no such title, the lauds 
had always been public property ; in which case, 
tlie location of tlxeir claims by individuals was legal. 
TJie Cherokee Laud Bill was passed by tlie Con¬ 
gress in 1840; the words “ reserved for and occu¬ 
pied ” being sulwtituted in the Senate for the words 
“ owned and occupied by the Cherokees, 

On the 21 St of February, President Lamar issued 
a Proclamation, for the purpose of encouiaging *a 
disposition to open a trading intercourse with Texas 
manifested by the Mexicans on the western bank of 
tile Rio Grande, Regulations were prescribed for 
the admission by passport of peaceable Mexican 
traders, and tlie acting ^authorities of the Mexican 
States bordering on the Rio Grande were advised 
that, if they permitted ” ;inerdtandise or other 
things, carried by citizens of Texas into those States 
for trade and commerce,'* to' pass free of duties or 
exactions of any kmd, the same Uber^ity should be 
extended to Mexican traders in Texas. If, on the 
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Other hand, duties were imposed on the goods of 
Texan citizens, like duties would be exacted from 
Mexican traders in Texas. The government of the 
Republic, sincerely desirous of establishing amicable 
relations,^ beneficial to both, with Mexico, followed 
up its j)acific overtures by despatching Colonel Bee, 
in March 1839, as a diplomatic agent to negotiate 
a treaty. The answer which the agent received, when 
he announced his mission to the Mexican authorities, 
while on board ship off Vera Ciuz, was neither com- 
jjliinentary nor encouraging, as appears from the 
following extract firom the Vera Cruz Censor :— 

‘'Wo do not know which most to admire, the audacity of 
those brigands in sending us their pedler, (tnarckante) to 
ask us to allow them the quiet and pacific possession of tlieir 
robbery, or the answer the Commandant General gave to 
the individual who apprised him of the arrival of this 
Quixotic ambassador. From the tenor of the reply, it 
appears that if he lands, he will be accommodated, with 
lodgings at the prison. Nevertheless, the Supreme Govern¬ 
ment will designate what definitively ought to be done. The 
Commandant says he is'^iot aware of the existence of a na¬ 
tion called the Republic of Texas^ but only of a horde of 
adventurers, in rebellion against the laws of the Government 
of the Republic.” 

About the latter end of February, the British 
barque Ambassador arrived at Galveston from 
Liverpool, and, as the forerunner of a direct trade 
between England and Texas, her appearance filled 
the hearts of Galvestonians with^oy. They had 
ample cause for rejoicing at the prospect,opened to 
them, tor the privilege of using British manu¬ 
factures they paid a heavy tribute. These manu¬ 
factures. went first to New York* thence to New 
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Orleans, and thence to Texas. Besides the duties 
payable in Texas the consumers paid duties to the 
American Government, together with weighty 
charges arising out of the cost of transhipment, 
dealers’ profits, and the depreciation of the currency. 
It is truly astonishing how the baby Republic, 
overlaid with so many incumbrances, contrived to 
breathe and struggle on. 

In the spring of this year (1839) M. de Saligny, 
Secretary of the French Legation at Washington, 
visited Texas, to examine and report to his govern¬ 
ment upon the situation and resources of the country. 
M. de Saligny having the sagacity to perceive tlie 
true position of the Republic, and the good sense 
to make allowance for deficiencies occasioned ])y 
novel and trying circumstances, reported favourably 
of the people and their prospects. On the 13th of 
May, Admiral Baudin, with part of the French 
blockading squadron off the coast of Mexico, touched 
at Galveston. On their nearing the island, the 
commander of the Texan war»steamer Zavala, sent 
his lieutenant on board the Admiral’s flag-ship, to 
ascertain in what manner the Zavala’s salute would 
be returned. The reply was that they would return 
gun for gun. A salute of twenty-two gims was 
immediately fired, and promptly returned. An 
address of welcome, accompanied by the freedom of 
the city, was presented by the Mayor and Aldermen 
of Galveston to’Admiral Baudin^ who, in ticknow- 
ledging th« complimeDt, expr^ himself gratified 
to find that what he had done iii Mexico had proved 
beneficial to so just a cause as that of the Texan 
people. He hoped it would prove beneficial to the 
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several nations who, either as friends or foes, liad to 
deal with Mexico. Nothing could be more agree¬ 
able to his feelings, he said, than to be considered 
one of a community likt^ theirs, whose industry and 
energy he so much admired. He assured them 
that he would greatly prefer bein^ the humblest 
member of a well-regulated and thriving community 
like that of Galveston, than to move in the sphere 
of wealtli and power in a coiTupt and decaying so¬ 
ciety. 

(Jeneral Hamilton, of Soutli' Carolina, had con- 
tiniicd to aid Texas in her difficulties, and effected 
a negotiation with an eminent Englisli banker, by 
which tlie basis was laid of the naval power of the 
Bepublic, by the purchase of a war-steamer at New 
York. He had sacrificed his personal jnirsuits and 
his domestic enjoyments, and had advanced his 
money freely for Texas, because he believed that the 
regenerating principles of free trade and civilisa¬ 
tion Avere at issue in her fortunes, and was satisfied 
that the whole world would gain by placing a 
fertile and beautiful territory under the. sway of 
the British race, instead of its remaining a valueh^s 
waste, of which Mexico was the noTiiinal, and the 
marauding savage the real, possessor. General 
Hamilton became associated as a Commissioner with 
Mr. Albert T. Burnley, for negotiating a loan of 
5,000,000 of dollars for the Republic, and was al¬ 
lowed, by a special Tesolutioii of Congress, to be¬ 
come a citizen of Texas. In August, 1H39, he ar¬ 
rived in England, and, proceeding to Paris, co¬ 
operated zealously with General Henderson in his 
endeavours to obtain the recognition of Texan iiide- 
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pendence by France. These endeavours were sue- 
. cessful; and oil the 25th of September, 1839, a 
treaty of amity, navigation, and commerce was 
signed by General Jame^ Pinckney Henderson, 
Plenipotentiary, on the part of the Republic of 
Texas, and Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, Presi¬ 
dent of the Council, on the part of France. The 
Marshal, on affixing his signature to the treaty, 
said he was proud to have bemi the European god¬ 
father of the Republic. This treaty was ratified 
in Texas on the 18th of,January, 1840, in the city 
of Austin, which had been selected as the perma¬ 
nent seat of Government, and to which it liad been 
removed from Houston in the autumn of 1839. 

The Annual Session of the Texan Congress com¬ 
menced in November, on the 12th of which month 
the President’s Message was presented. It stated 
that the foreign relations of Texas were daily 
assuming a more pleasing aspect—that the conflict 
of parties in Mexico had prevented the reception of 
their diplomatic agent, who was refused permission to 
proceed from Vera Cru? to the capital, and that the 
Govemineat of the United States had evinced a 
disposition to interpose as a fiiendly mediator, “ so 
far {IS interposition was proper.” After adverting 
to their Indian ^relations, and justifying the expul¬ 
sion of the Cherokees, he touched upon the diffi¬ 
culty of bringing the. militia into an eflfective state 
by proper organization and ^discipline. The high 
price of labour had also impeded the establisliment 
of a regular force, but the nucleus of an army had 
been formed, and, “ through the activity' of a 
meritorious officer,” the recruiting service,had been 
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conducted with a success that inspired the hope, that 
a sufficient force would be obtained to enable the 
government, early in the spring, to carry out the 
law for establishing a line of military posts upon the 
frontier. There was, he said, much cause for con¬ 
gratulation in the Report of the Secretary of the 
Navy. When * the contracts for increasing the 
number of their vessels were completed (comprising 
a brig, two small barques, and three schooners, then 
in process of construction at Baltimore), they would 
possess a force fully adequate to all exigencies of 
maritime defence, and capable of giving them the 
command of the Gulf, in the event of an active 
prosecution of the war against Mexico. Having 
noticed the condition of the finances, the post-office, 
the board for auditing government claims, and the 
land ofiice, he suggested that an additional bureau 
should be created, to be called the “ Home Depart¬ 
ment,” by which the “ Department of State ” would 
be relieved from the pressure of internal adminis¬ 
tration, and left to attend exclusively to foreign 
relations. The chief consideration which had 
influenced him in proposing the additional depart¬ 
ment, was the regulation and supervision of a system 
of Education suited to the condition and policy of 
the country. 

Congress at its last session, in accordance with a wise, 
liberal, and enlightened policy, made large appropriations 
of laAd for the endowment of colleges; academies, and 
primary .schools. But the appropriations, thoqgh liberal, 
will rcquii^ the utmost care in their management and appli¬ 
cation, to make them equal to the important work which is 
to be achieved. In their present conditjon, they can be re¬ 
garded only as the foundation of a fund, which, by judicious 



350 


TEXAS. 


[book III. 


measures, and well-digested plans of operation, may be 
husbanded and increased until it shall be amply suflicient 
for all the purposes intended ; but, without such measures, 
it may be frittered away in useless experiments, or swallowed 
up in the prosecution of visionary schemes, which can result 
in no permanent good to the country. It is, therefore, my 
deliberate opinion that if no other advantage was expected 
to be derived from the establishment of a bureau of education, 
than such as would result from a judicious management of its 
funds, that advantage alone would be sufficient to justify the 
expenses required for the support of such a bureau.” 

There were other object?: which would claim the 
attention of the head of this department, besides the 
augmentation and preservation of the funds— 
namely, the Judicious and effective application of 
these funds to the purposes intended, under the 
guidance of such enlarged and practical legislation 
as Congress might devise and adopt. To make an 
appropriation for Education was one thing, but it 
was quite another to attend to the disbursement of 
that appropriation, and to see that the blessings 
intended to be conferred should be faithfully im¬ 
parted. The one was as much the duty of govern¬ 
ment as the other, and Congress was “ no less bound 
to attend to the dissemination of knowledge than to 
the physical defence of the country.” There was 
another view of the subject, he observed, which 
greatly enhanced its importance—^the national com¬ 
plexion which education assumed when under the 
guidance of government. 

“ I would by no means limit individual enterprise, but, 
on the contrary, would second and sustain all its efforts in a 
cause so laudable as that of mental im])rovemenf. But it is 
not the diversified and ever-varying systems of private in¬ 
struction that are to establish the moral and political cha- 
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racfer of a people. This must be the work of ^those higrher 
and more permanent institulions which shall be founded by 
the nation and directed by public wisdom.—Individual la¬ 
bours may accomplish hiiicli in the dissemination of classical 
and scientific loro; but this will bo insufiScient of itself to 
give vigour or longevity to a free government. It is true 
that liberty cannot exist among a people unblessed with the 
rudiments of learning ; but it is equally true, as both ancient 
«iid contemporary history attests, that the greatest tyraraiy 
may j)rcvail in a land where science and literature and all 
the arts are carried to the highest perfection. The reason 
of this is obvious. It results from the mode of education. 
Tile institutions fostered and controlled by despotic govern¬ 
ments are so organised and conducted as to send forth their 
floods of light, on all subjects, except the ones upon which 
the liberties of the people are mainly dependent. These 
arc consigned to undisturbed repose. Darkness and thick 
clouds rest upon them. Thus may a people become pro¬ 
found in all the sciences, save the essential science of free 
government, in relation to which they may remain as igno¬ 
rant of its principles as if no ray of learning had ever fallen 
upon their minds. They have academic attainments, hut 
no useful intelligence; they can cab the stars by their 
names, hut know nothing Of their own political rights, nor 
the practical mode of securing them. And if despotic go¬ 
vernments can perpetuate their illegitimate power by a 
ftyntem of National Education, shall not a representative 
liepiiblic avail itself of the same advantage to preserve the 
sacred principles of free institutions? I would answer— 
yes. I would say to the government, * Open wide the doors 
of knowledge, but keep the key of the temple.’ The great 
universities continually pursuing the same course ol dis¬ 
cipline towards each successive generation, will make the 
people homogeneous and united, and, blending moral 
and political knowledge with classical instruction, the public 
mind will* become so moulded to the institutions of the 
country, that, upon all the great and leading principles of 
free government, the nation will have but one heart and one 
sentiment.” 
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While Tjexas was yearly advancing in population 
and industrial resources, Mexico remained the vic¬ 
tim of military agitation and misrule. In the month 
of July, 1840, the Federalist party, headed by Ge¬ 
neral Urrea and Gomez Farias, excited an insur¬ 
rection in the city of Mexico, seized President Bus- 
tamente, and, after a conflict of twelve days, in 
which many citizens were killed and much property 
destroyed, a convention was concluded, by which 
the lives, property, previous rank, and employments 
were guaranteed to the Federalists, and hopes held 
out to them of another “Reform of the Constitution.” 
Yucatan declared for Federalism, and severed itself 
from the General Government, and to the north and 
south other provinces gave evidence of a disposition 
to emulate the example. An attempt was made to 
form a Northern Mexican Republic. The State of 
Chihuahua, forbidden, by the Central Constitution 
of 1836, to raise troops or levy imposts, was obliged 
to violate its conditions, to protect itself from the 
Indians, who ravaged the frontier west of the Rio 
Grande, from the city of Chihuahua to Saltillo. 
Mexican papers of 1840 announced the meeting of 
a Junta in Chihuahua, the members of which had 
subscribed for the maintenance of an armed force of 
200 men, who were to pursue the Indians, and de¬ 
stroy them “ in every po«ffi(ible way.” Of this force 
150 were to be North American riflemen, and 50 
Mexicans; an^ the command was to be entrusted to 
James Klrker. a German settler at . the Paso del 
Norte, on the Rio Grande. Kirker had contracted 
to furnish men,,ammunition, and provisions; and 
the Mexican journals complained of the intended 
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introduction of North American riflemen, under tlie 
(jommand of a foreigner, into the Republic. As 
regards its relations to Texas, Mexico abated its 
pretensions so far as to receive a Texan agent (Mr. 
Treat, formerly Mexican Consul at New York), and 
permit him to submit the basis of a treaty. 

The time had now arrived when the ackiiowledg- 
mcint of Texas by England could not be much longer 
delaye{l, without incurring the danger of alienating 
tlie Republic from this country, and leading her to 
grant exclusive advantages to some more friendly 
power. (General Hamilton, having obtained tiuj 
recognition of Texan independence from Holland 
and Belgium, renewed his application to the British 
government in the autumn of 1840. Lord Palmer¬ 
ston—who had avoided, on the one hand, affording, 
by undue precipitancy, pretext for offence on the 
})art of Mexico, and had, on the other, shown re¬ 
spectful consideration for the position and claims of 
Texas—agreed to arrange the terms of a treaty, or 
treaties, with General Hamilton. A commercial 
convention was framed on the basis of perfect reci¬ 
procity ; and conditional stipulations were made for 
the assumption by Tejcas of one million sterling of 
the debt due by Mexico to British bondholders. 
The treaties finally agreed upon w(ire signed at the 
Foreign Office on the evening of Monday, 16th 
November, 1840, by Lord Palmerston and General 
Hamilton, and were ratified by the Texan Govern¬ 
ment in february, 1841. 

The recognition of Texas in the face of prejudice 
and clamour, was an act of patriotic firmness for which 
the British Minister is entitled to the thanks of all 
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Englishmen who hold the interests of their country 
superior to the obligations and purposes of party. 
For Texas it was an act of timely benefit—ensuring, 
as it did, the speedy e8tai)lishment of peace with 
Mexico, and the opening of a lucrative commerce on 
her south-western frontier. It is creditable to the 
Conservative party that, neither in Parliament, nor 
through the press, have they swelled the unreason¬ 
ing outcry against the recognition of Texas—an out¬ 
cry raised by persons who propose to supersede the 
department of Foreign Affairs by a sort of Jacobin 
conclave, and thus to control the external relations 
of the empire without subjecting themselves to the 
inconvenience of executive responsibility. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Government of Texas—Civil List—Posl-offiee—Judicial System 
—Customs llegulations-—Revenue—^Tariff—Mexi(;an Tariff— 
Texan Finances—Slavery—Population—^Morals and Religion— 
Education—Army and Navy—Press and Public Amusements— 
Internal Improvements—Agriculture—Land and Colonization 
Laws since the Revolution —Towns and Corporations—l-«aw and 
Medicine—Commercial Position of Texas. 

Tiir first division of this work has exhibited the 
j)hysiciil characteristics of Texas;—the origin and 
j>rogress of the Republic have been detailed down 
to the period of the establishment of commercial re¬ 
lations between it and Great Britain. TIic institu¬ 
tions and })olicy of the country, with its general 
condition and jirospects, remain to be noticed. For 
the sake of clearness, I shall arrange the several 
subjects of explanation under formal heads—begin¬ 
ning with the Government. 

The Constitution of Texas resembles in its gene¬ 
ral features that of the United States—the main 
distinction between them being that Texas is an 
integral, and the United States a Federal Republic. 
In this respect the Texans deem themselves more 
advantageously situated than their neighbours, 
whose government is necessarily one of compromise 
between conflicting interests. The operation of 
these interests is seen in the Presidential elections, 
and the policy of the future administration* may be 
easily determined by ascertaining the amount of 
support the successful candidate ma^ have received 
in the several States, and the predominant interests 
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in those Stut(^s, in their relations to the Federal Go- 
vemment. There is another important particular 
in which the Texan and American governments 
differ. The President of tlie United States is elected 
for four yCfirs, and is eligible to re-election; tlie 
President of Texas is elected for three yeura, and is 
nol eligible to re-election until after the la])se of at 
least one Presidential term. 

Congressional Committees. —In the commenc(‘- 
ment of the session, the Speaker in (iach branch ol 
the Legislature appoints the following standing 
Committees, to consist of five members each ;— 

A commiliee on Foreign Relations. 

A commitloo on Ways and Means. 

A committee on Claims and Accounts. 

A committee on the Post Office. 

A committee on the Judiciary. 

A committee on Public Lauds. 

A committee on Indian Affairs. 

A committee on the State of the Republic. 

A committee on County Boundaries. 

A committee on Roads, Bridges, and Ferries. 

A committee on Naval Affairs. 

A committ.ee on Military Affairs. 

Civil List. —The following is the compensation al¬ 
lowed to public officers on the Civil List of Texas:— 

President, with house furnished, ten thousand dollars. 

Vice-President, three thousand dollars. 

Secretary of State, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Secretary of Treasury, three thousand five hundred 
dollars. ^ 

Secretary of War, three thousand five hundred dollars. 

Secretary of Navy, three thousand five hundretl dollars. 

Attorney-General, three thousand dollars. 

Postmaster-General, two thousand dollars. 

Commissioner-General of the Land Office, three thousand 
dollars. 
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CMiii'f clerks of departments, one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

Trea*»urer, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Auditor, two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Chief Justice, five thousand dollars. 

Associate or District Judges, three thousand dollars. 

Members of Congress, per diem, five dollars. 

.Speaker of the House of Representatives, per diem, 
seven dollars. 

President, pro tem., of the Senate, while acting as such, 
per diem, seven dollars. 

Ml lage for Members of Congress, for every twenty-five 
miles going and coming, tive dollars. 

Clih'f Clerks of both Houses, per diem, six dollars. 

Poroign Ministers, four thousand five hundred dollars 
tnitfil; five thousand dollars salary per annum. 

Consuls, paid by fees. No charge to be made for certifi- 
4‘.ates of cliaractor and intentions. 

Secretary of Legation, two thou.saud dollars. 

As'^istaut Clerks, per diem, six dollars. 

Reporter, j)er diem, eight dollars. 

Serg('ant-at-Arms, per diem, five dollars. 

3'raiishitor for CongrcvSS, per diem, five dollars. 

Door-ke(‘per, per diem, five dollars. 

Tile heads of departments to be furnished with offices, 
stationery , fuel, lights, &:c., at the expense of government. 

(Congress appoints a Chaplain, but his salary, if any, is 
not specified. 

No alien can be appointed to any public office, exce])t a 
Consulate. 

Post Office. —^'fhis department is under the 
Superintendence of a Postmaster-General, as in the 
United States. The following list (for 1840) shows 
the number of Post-offices in the Republic, the 
names of The towns and counties, and the distance 
of (iach Post-office station from the seat of Govern¬ 
ment. * 
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NamcH of P. O. 


Austin 

Aruusds 

Biistru}) 

Bcanmunt 

Bip Creek 

Bolivar 

Brazoria 

Bclf{ru«le 

Ballariis 

Cane; Crossings 

Cedar Creek 

Centre Hill 

Crockett 

Columbia 

C.irolina 

Coftijfi’s Statiuik 

Comaiielie 

Clark esv ill e 

Coclmui's Retreat 

Columbus 

Colniadu City 

Dunn's 

Douglas 

De Kalb 

Egypt 

Bl)ers<m*B Ferry 
Fanlliorji's 
Fair Hill 
Franklin 
Franklin 
Fort Houston 
Fort. Oldliain 
Fort Bennett 
Fort English 
(iaine’s Ferry 
Groce’s Retreat 
Gonzalez 
Gay Hill 
Galveston 
Goliail 
Huntsville 

Hodge’s Bend 

Hardman's 

Hiblketville 

Holme’s 

Hamilton 

Houston 

Hickory Grove 

Johnson’s 

Iiidepeudeiice 

Jonesboro’ 

Jasper 
Jones 
J^a Baca 
Lamar 
La Grange 
Lynchburg 
Lu Grange 
Liberty 
Lexuiglou 


Comity. 


Travis i 

Refugio 

Bastrop 

Jeflersoti 

Fort Bend 

Brazoria 

Brazoria 

Jasper 

Red Biver 

W alagorda 

W'asbingtou 

Austin 

Houston 

Brazoria 

Montgonieiy 

Fannin 

Trai is 

Red lUver 

Jasper 

Culoroilo 

Fayette 

Robertson 

Nacogdoches 

Red River 

Colorado 

Reti River 

Montgomery 

Travis 

Robertson 

Red River 

Houston 

Washington 

Houston 

Red River 

Sabine 

Montgomery 

Gonzalez 

W'ushington 

Galveston 

Goliad 

Montgomery 

Ibnl River 

Nacogdoches 

Lilierty 

Jasper 

Shelby 

Harris 

Bastrop 

Red River 

Washiligtoii 

Red Riv(g 

Jasjier 

Fayette 

Jackson 

Refugio 

Red River 

Harris 

Fayette 

1/iberty 

Famiin 



Names of P.t'. 


Ijowell 

Mustang I’rairie 
Mount Sterling 
Montgomery 
Muniit Pleasant 
Matagorda 
Mount Holland 
Myrtle Springs 
Montague 
Menard’s Mills 
Myrtle Turf 
Mount Vernon 
New Cincinnati 
Nashville 
Nacogdocltes 
G^zitnbo 
Oak Grove 
Pattillo’s 
Palo Ctecho 
Peach Creek 
Potter’s Creek 
Pino Island 
Plum Gtove 
Preston 
Ibriuim's 
Quintana 
Qiiairu 
Hiebardson’s 
Ricbiiiond 
Rntersville 
Rusk 
Sen Lais 
Salem 

Spilmon's Island 

San Antonio 

Spring Hill 

•Swartwout 

Smithfleld 

Spring Creek 

Swine City 

San Augustiiie 

San Felipe 

Slate Bank 

Smithfleld 

Shelbyviile 

Sabine To^ 

Slielton's 

Seguin 

Tenpxtitlan 

Texaiia 

'Discumfaia, 

TellePi Prairie 

VeJasoo 

Victoria 

Udolphu 

Wooton's 

Warsaw 

W’ashiiigton 

Ward’s 

Zavala 


County. 


Gonzalez 

Houston 

Nacogdoches 

Moutgnnicry 

Bastrop 

Matagorda 

JeftVrsoii 

Red River 

Fannin 

Liberty 

Harris 

Montgomery 

Montgomery 

Milam 

Nacogdoches 

Brazoria 

Washington 

Jt'flerson 

St. Augustine 

Colorado 

Unrrison 

.leirei.son 

P'ayette 

Matagorda 

Bastrop 

Brazoria 

Gonzalez 

Jasper 

Fort Bend 

Fayette 

Montgomery 

Brazoria 

JaB|jer 

Harris 

Son Aritoiiiu 

.Shelby 

Liberty 

Liberty 

Harris 

Jefl'erson 

San Augustine 

Austin 

Red River 

Red River 

Shelby 

Sabine 

Red River 

Gonzales 

Milam 

Jackson 

Harristni 

Red River 

Brazoria 

Victoria 

Montgomery 

Nacu^oclies 

Harrison 

Washington 

Red River 

Jasper 













CHAP. IV.] JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 359 

Letters from Texas to Europe are forwarded 
through the United States, but hitherto European 
emigrants have had reason to complain of great 
irregularity in their transmission. 

Unclaimed letters are periodically advertised in 
the newspapers, with the names of the parties to 
whom they are addressed. 

National Arms, Seal, and Flag. —The anns 
of the Republic are a White Star of five points, on 
an azure field, encircled by an olive and live oak 
branches. The Great Seal bears this device, and 
the letters “Republic of Texas.** The National 
Flag consists of a blue perpendicular stripe, of the 
width of one-third of the whole length of the flag, 
with a white star of five points in the centre, and 
two horizontal stripes of equal width of two-thirds 
the length of the flag. The upper, white; the lower, 
red. The National Standard is a golden star on an 
azure field. 

Administration op Justice. —The common law 
of England, “ so far as it is not inconsistent with 
the Constitution and the acts of the Congress,*’ has, 
“ together with such acts,” been adopted in Texas, 
as the general law of the land. The act of 20th 
January, 1840, providing for its adoption, repealed 
all laws in force prior to the 1st of September, 1836, 
with the exception of die laws of the Consultation 
and the Provisional Government in force at the time 
of passing the act, and the laws relating exclusively 
to grants and colonization of lands in tJie State of 
Coahuifa and Texas, together with such laws of the 
General and State Government as related to the 
resciwation of islands and lands* and also of salt 
lakes, licks and springs, and every description oi’ 
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mines and minerals. Tlie judiciary has been or¬ 
ganized in tlie same manner as in the United States. 

Tlie County Courts are liolden quarterly, on tlie 
1st, 2ik1, 3rd, or 4th Mondays of the several months 
in which th(;y are held; for example, in the county 
of Harrisliurgh, the sessions are on the 4th Mondays 
of January, April, July, and November. 

Tliesc Courts arc composed of the chic^f justices of 
the several counties, and any two magistrates, who 
may act as associate justices. They have only ap¬ 
pellate jurisdiction in causes taken up from the se¬ 
veral magistrates’ courts of the respective counties. 

There are Courts of Probate holdeii in each month, 
by the chief justice of each county, before which 
Court the business of Probate Courts is transacted 
ill a manner similar to that practised in the United 
States. 

There are also Justices’ Courts in each precinct 
of every county, on the fourth Saturday of each 
month, for the collection of all demands less than 
one hundred dollars, wherein the title to real estate 
is not involved. 

The Supreme Court is holden at the seat of go¬ 
vernment, the city of Austin, in Bastrop county, on 
the second Monday of each year, and may continue ^ 
in session until all business before it is disposed of. 
It is to be composed of the chief justice of the Re¬ 
public, and the judges of each district as associates. 
It having only appellate jurisdiction, any four jus¬ 
tices constitute a quorum, the judge from whose dis¬ 
trict the appeal lies, vacating his seat pro tempore. 

The Republic is divided into five judicial districts, 
in maniKT as follows, viz.; 
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FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Count ica. 


County Soaia. 


Snti Atigualino, 
Siilitiie, 

Jaaper, 

Jeflerson, 

Lilipily. 

(lulveatun, 


San AnguatiiK!, 
Milam, 

•laajM'r, 

Jleaitiuoni, 

Liberty, 

GalreiiL)!!, 


Time of Holding Court. 

Ist Monday hi Mar. and Sept. 3 wks. 


Ith 

do. 


do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

1st 

do. aft. 4th do. 

do. 

2 

do. 

dd 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

Itll 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2 

do. 

6th 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


« 


Krazoiia, 

Mutagonbt, 

Colorado, 

Austin. 

Foil Rend, 
Harrihbiirgb, 


SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Brazoria, 

Ist Monday in Mar. 

and Oct. 

3 wks. 

Maiagorda, 

1th 

do. 


do. 

do. 

2 do. 

Col om bus, 

2d 

do. aft. 4th do. 

do. 

1 do. 

San Felijie de Austin, 

3d 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 do. 

Riciiraond, 

4tli 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 do. 

Houston, 

5th 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

* 


Washington, 

Montgomery, 

Uobertion, 

Milan), 

Fayette, 

Rastrop, 


THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Washington, 

12d Monday in 

Mar. and Seiit. 

2 

wks. 

Montgomery, 

4th 

do. 


do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

Frunkliii, 

1st 

do. oR. 4th do. 

dll. 

1 

do. 

Nashville, 

2d 

do'. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

I^agrangc, 

4tli 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

Bastrop, 

dth 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2 

do. 


FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


llexar, 

(tonzolez, 

.Tuekaou, 

A’ icioria, 

Goliad, 

Ilf'Ciigio, 

San Patricio, 


San Aufouio de Bexar, 

2d Moiiday In 

Mar. and Oct. 

3 

wks. 

Gonssalez,. 

1st 

do. 

April and Nov. 

1 

do. 

Texaua, 

2d 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

Victoria, 

3d 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

Goliad, 

4th 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

Refugio, 

Ist 

do. aft. 4th do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

San Patricio, 

2d 

do. do. 

do. 

do. 

1 

do. 


FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. 


Houston, 

Nacogdoches, 

Shelby, 

Red Ritrer, 


Crockett, 
Nacogdoches, 
Shelby ville, 
Clarksville, 


Ist Monday in April and Odt. 1 wk. 


2d 

do. 

do. 

do. 

3 

do 

1st 

do. aft. 4th do. 

do. 

2 

do 

3d 

do. 

do. do. 

do. 

2 

do 


* In the two iireceding districts, if will bs ptncelvod that the Courts are to lie huldcn until 
the business before them is disiiosed of: commonly flrom tliree^to six weeks. 


In Mexico, the laws are complicated and volumi¬ 
nous, and wretchedly corrupt in execution. 

Customs Regulations. —By act of May, 183R, 
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the laws of the United States, in relation to the 
customs’ revenue, which were in force on the 12th 
of June, 1837, were duly declared to be the laws of 
Texas. Special acts of the Texan Congress super- 
sede these laws. There are no special enactments to 
embarrass merchants or masters of vessels. All legal 
instruments to be valid in Texas must be attested 
by a Consul, if there be one in or near the place 
where the instrument is executed. The warehous¬ 
ing system lias been established. From the Sabine 
to the Rio Grande, there are seven Collcctoral Dis¬ 
tricts, with ports of entry—Aransas, Matagorda, 
Brazos, Galveston, Sabine, San Augustine, and La 
Vaca. 

Revenue. —The sources of revenue are, customs’ 
duties, taxes, and land dues, and sales of jmblic laial 
and town lots.—Until Texas is relieved from finan¬ 
cial embarrassment, she is obliged to postpone the 
completion of her free trade policy, and exact duties 
on imports. The tariff is, however, light; in 1840, 
15 per cent, ad valorem was levied on all taxed 
articles except wines, malt liquor, and spirits. Rx^;- 
cerit accounts state that, in consequence of the 
depreciation of the currency to one-third of its no¬ 
minal value, those articles which had been pre¬ 
viously charged an ad valorem duty of 15 per cent., 
were to pay 45, with the exception of sugar, coffee, 
salt, and steel, which were to remain as before. I'o 
facilitate certain financial arrangements with France, 
a special act has been passed to permit the intro¬ 
duction of French wines free of duty. Each emi¬ 
grant is permitted to introduce farming utensils and 
furniture in use to the amount of 500 dollars, and 
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all books free of duty. Meclianics are likewise per¬ 
mitted to introduce suitable tools to the amount of 
500 dollars : indeed the Texan Government is sedu¬ 
lous in providing inducements for settlers. By act 
of January 26th, 1839, a citizen of Texas could hold 
his or her house, 50 acres of land, improvements to 
the value of 500 dollars, furniture to the value of 
200 dollars, improvements in trade or husbandry to 
the value of 50 dollars, five cows, one yoke of oxen or 
one horse, twenty hogs and a year s provisions, “ in- 
de))cndent of any writ of execution or fieri faciaa'" 
All invoices of goods must have attached to 
them a certificate from a Texan Consul at the place 
from whence they are shipped, stating that the 
prices affixed to them in the invoice are the fair 
and common prices at which such articles are sfdl- 
ing at that time; or, in case there is no Consul at 
the place from which the goods are shipped, the 
invoice must bear a certificate to the same effect 
from two respectable merchants of the place, and 
also the certificate of a Judge, or Notary Public, as 
to the respectability of the said merchants. When 
such certificate is not brought, or when the Collector 
of any port is of opinion that an attempt has been 
made to practise fraud or collusion, it is his duty to 
appoint two appraisers, and collect the duties ac¬ 
cording to their valuation. As this latter mode is 
both more troublesome and expensive than the 
former, persons shipping goods wt)uld do well to 
procure the certificate of the Consul, or two mer¬ 
chants of the place from which they are shipped. 

Texas has set the example of resorting to direct 
in preference to indirect taxation.* By a law passed 
on the 16th of January, 1840, every citizen was 
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called upon to pay for the support of the Govern¬ 
ment in proportion to his wealth. The provisions 
of the law operate lightly on mechanics and la¬ 
bourers; its pressure is chiefly felt by the great 
land speculators, one of whom, however, Mr. S. 
Williams, of Galveston, introduced the bill. The 
collection of- the direct taxes was assigned to tin; 
Sheriff, and, in the words of the act, the assessor was 
bound 

“ '^fo form from the registers and from the inventories of 
various persons a general inventory of all the taxable pj(»- 
perty of each individual in the county, which general in¬ 
ventory must express the quantity of land owned by sucli 
individual, and its appraised value, and also that w'hich 
such individual holds as guardian, executor, or adminis¬ 
trator, and also that which such individual holds as attorney 
or agent of another person; and upon the land owned by 
such individuals, after being valued, theie shall be levied 
and assessi^d a tax of one-half of one per centum on each 
dollar of valuation, and the same rate of per cent, shall be 
levied and assessed upon that which sucli individual holds 
as guardian, executor, or administrator, unless the legal 
heirs of such land so held be non-residents of this Republic; 
in which event there shall be levied and assessed a tax ol 
one per cent, on each dollar of valuation; and upon ail 
land which such individual holds fts attorney or agent for 
another, the assessor shall levy and assess a tax of one 
per cent, on the valuation; and all other property ex¬ 
pressed in the general inventory shall have levied and 
assessed upon it .the specific tax wbioh this law explicitly 

defines.” ^ 

<1 . « ' ' 

' * 

The “ head-rights” of those who had been killed, 
or had died while in the service of the Republic, were 
to be exempted from taxation so long as they were 
owned by the heirs of the parties, or until such time 
as Congress should otherwise direct. 



CHAP. IV.] 


TARIFF REPORT. 


365 


A special Committee of the Senate reported in 
1839 on the subject of a Tariff. The Report ad¬ 
mitted that import duties were indispensable in the 
embarrassed state of the country, “ in order to de¬ 
fray the current expenses of the government,” but 
its authors “ hailed with mingled pride and confi¬ 
dence the ap})roach of that happy day when Texas, 
by the development of her agricultural resources, 
would be enabled, as her true interest would then 
dictate and demand, to throw open her ports to all 
the - world, aiitl establish a system of absolute free 
trade. Then would cities, internal improvements, 
literary and benevolent institutions, and works of 
utility and ornament leap into existence, as if by 
magic—the bays and harbours be whitened with 
iho sails of foreign vessels, supplying them with 
every species of merchandise, at one-fourth the ex¬ 
isting price, and taking in exchange tlieir cotton, 
live oak, and other exportable products.” 

The Committee laid down the principle that 
“ the public revenue should be contributed in a 
direct ratio to the amount of property, no matter of 
what it consisted, whether real, personal, or mixed, 
which each citizen had to be protected: in other 
words, the possessor of 100,000 dollars should 
pay one hundred times as much for its protection 
as the possessor of 1,000 dollars paid.” This posi¬ 
tion being assumed, they proceeded to consider 
what was the most just, equal,* and cheap mode 
of obtaining from each citizen his necessary tax, or 
contribution, for the support of Government. In a 
government constituted like theirs, where all were 
cultivators of the earth, without any manufactures 
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to foster, and without a mercantile revenue, the 
Committee” contended “ that the jiublic revenues 
should be derived from a direct tax on all tlie pro¬ 
perty of the citizen, of every species and description 
whatsoever.” 

The Committee set forth the several grounds on 
which they objected to a Tariff, In the first place, 
they held indirect taxation to be anti-republican. 
The argument that it was necessaiy^ “ to inveigle, or 
delude, the citizens out of a tax, might well apply 
to despotic governments, where the people were in¬ 
tentionally kept in ignorance, but it attacked and 
overturned the main principle of Republicanism— 
the capacity of the people for self-government. How 
could the people be capable of self-government un¬ 
less they possessed a knowledge of the modus 
operandi of Government in all its departments and 
ramifications, and unless they felt a willingness to 
contribute their just proportions for the support of 
Government— -fairly, and directly 

“ I’he reverse of this proposition would amount to non¬ 
sense and a contradidtion in terms. 

“ This argument might have answered to some extent in 
the infancy of the government of the United States, before 
that people had become experienced in and familiar with 
the practical administration of Republican government. 

But can this argument be properly advanced in this 
enlightened age ? Have we not had the advantages of more 
than lialf a century’s experience in the science of self- 
government ? Are mankind to progress no more in the 
great study of political econotny, a sul^ect which, although 
ably handled liince by a host of authors, yet not pile single 
work had been written bn it at the commencement of the 
American revolutkm ? Should not the lights shed abroad 
by the sages and statesmen of our parent land guide and 
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govern us in our political path, and their errors stand, like 
beacons on the summit of a mountain, to warn us of im¬ 
pending danger? The doctrine, then, that it is necessary to 
t.lindfold and delude the citizen out of his requisite support 
of governnjent, should at once be repudiated and abandoned 
at tiie outset of a national career commenced like ours 
under such accumulated advantages. If the people are 
unapprised of the utility of a measure, facts and arguments 
should be placed before them; they should be reasoned 
vrit h frankly and freely, and a correct decision on their part 
will be the almost certain consequence. Unfortunately, a 
contrary conrre has been pursued in other countries, which 
has j<'d to their downfall. Demagogues, on finding a 
measure right in itself to be nevertheless unpopular, instead 
of liaving the moral courage to hazard the loss of their 
stations, by ' nobly daring to speak the truth,’ have, for 
the sake of office, fallen in with, increased, and inflamed 
the prejudices of the people, and flattered them to their 
ruin.” 


The plea for a Tariff as a protection to manufac¬ 
tures did not apply to Texas, which had none, and 
])robably never would have any to a considerable 
extent. All writers on political economy, “ from 
Adam Smith down to the merest driveller in a ma- 
gtizinc or newspaper,” admitted that, in a nation 
composed of cultivators of the soil, and where all 
productive labourers could find profitable employ¬ 
ment by cultivation, the adoption of a Tariff was 

a suicidal policy. 

» 

‘"How is the Tariff system, the Committee would ask, 
kept up in the United States of the North? Is it not forced 
hy the mamifacturing and commercial States the North 
and ihe East upon Me agricultural South f If the South 
should compose a Southern confederacy, would they dream 
of a Tariff? 
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“ Has not their opposition to it, through the medium of 
nullification, shaken the Government to its centre, and 
threatened it with dissolution? 

“ These are facts with which even schoolboys arc fa¬ 
miliar.” 

After disposing of an objection founded on the 
depreciated state of their currency, the Committet; 
appealed to the judgment of the citizens:— 

'' So far as the citizen is concerned, it is cert h inly unim¬ 
portant whether he pay a fax of one hundred dollars dirci-i 
and fifty dollars to the government indirect, as thrt)ugh the 
Tariff, on account of the enhanced price which tlu' 'raiiff 
puts upon all merchandise ; the comniittet repeat, that it is 
unimportant to the citizen whether he pay his U\k part 
directly and part indirectly, or whether he pay the whede 
one hundred and fifty dollars in direct taxation, as he \vould 
do if the Tariff were abolished. The amoui\t is the same, and 
all Tariff dues are paid at last by the citizen and consumer, 
who of course would be able to add to his direct tax the sum 
which was saved to him by the abolition of the 7 ariff. Indeed, 
it would be preferable to the citizen who wished to enjoy 
the manly consciousness of feeling that he was not blind¬ 
folded or deluded out of,his lax, and of knowing what he 
was doing with his means. A direct tax would be far pre¬ 
ferable on another account. The existence of a Tariff enables 
the merchant to extort and impose heavy prices on the 
purchaser, under the pretence of the high duties exacted by 
the government on the articles which he is selling. Thert>- 
foreit is thqi the merchant will be found almoi^t invariablt/ 
oj^posing the abolition of the Tariff. Indeed, in a. govern¬ 
ment founded on the principle that the people are cajiable 
of self-government, as is ours, it is painful to witness how 
much and how often individuals are deceived in relation to 
the indirect tax which they pay to government. One of the 
committee* in arguing this question with a friend of the 
Tariff a few days since, was informed by his opponent that 
the Tariff was indispensable; that it had yielded more than 
one hundred thousand dollars of revenue, &c., &c. He 
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eongratulatod iiimsolf on his only having paid about twenty 
dollars tax upon his land, stock, &c. The member of the 
committee referred lo convinced the gentleman with wliotu 
he was conversing, that on account of the Tariff, in the very 
siiit of clothes be then had on, he had paid to the govern¬ 
ment, indirectly and unknmvingly, more than his whole 
direct tax amounted to. The operation of a Tariff predicated 
on the ignorancx' of the [jeople is like the gilding of a pill 
which we give to a sick child tmder another than its real 
natne, and is absolutely insulting to the understanding of 
rhos<! who are proclaimed by our constitution ‘ capable of 
self-government.’ 

Another objection to a Tariff originated in local 
Ciins('s. It was utterly impossible to enforce an 
etjual collection of duties, and the people in Central 
Texas paitl five times more in proportion to numbers 
than the people East of tl'c Trinity. 

Situausl as our eastern brethren arc, with a small 
sticaiii, the Sabine, for a boundary, which can bo crossed at 
any points and cai’iying on, as many of them do, their com- 
inorce up Ked Kiver to a point far above the raft, the arnij 
of Napoleon could not, in such case, carry into effect the 
revenue laws of the co\mtry. This is intended as no re¬ 
flection on our eastern brethren; for were wc similarly 
situated, we would in all probability pursue a similar course; 
for, unfortunately, smuggling is too generallj'^ considered a 
very trifling and pardonable offence.’* 

The collection of direct would be cheaper than 
the colh'cfioji of indirect ttixes. 

It is lianl enough upon the citizen to pay his tax if all 
that he pays goes into the publib treasury, but it becomes 
tridy painful when be reflects that at least one-third goes 
into the pockets of an unnecessary swarm of collectors, 
deputies, cterks, boarding officers, and a host of other petty 
tax-gatlierers. The expenses attending the erection of 
custom-houses, and paying the necessary Tariff officers, have 
amounted lo the enormous sum, during the present year, of 
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forty odd thousand dollars. All this might have been savwl 
by a system of direct taxation, for a sheriff could collect one 
per cent, just as easily as he could one-half per cent.” 

Its tendency to encourage the demoralizing prac¬ 
tice of smuggling formed another objection to a 
Tariff. All nations, no matter how moral or (;n- 
lightened, would embark in smuggling where any¬ 
thing bordering ujion high diititis prevailed. And 
what could be more objectionable than tlie necessity 
under which strangers, or citizens approaching their 
homes by sea, were placed, of procuring permission 
to land even their wearing apparel, and submitting 
their persons to custom-house inspection ? 

The Committee declared its conviction that 
nothing would so much tend to ensure the favour¬ 
able notice of England, and the recognition of their 
independence by that power, as a system of freii 
trade. Once recognised by England, they would no 
longer have vainly to attempt to beg off their Go¬ 
vernment bonds at the enormous rate of ten per 
cent, for 30 years. Her capitalists would then have 
confidence, and they (the Texans) would be enabled 
to negotiate their loan as several of the North Ame¬ 
rican States, not possessed of a fiftieth part of their 
resources, had done, namely, at one-half the interest 
which they had offered. It was not their cotton 
alone that was calculated to awaken the attention 
of England, their vast jbrests of live oak presented 
to maritime nations advantages not to be found else¬ 
where. . 

" The superiority of this timber over all others for ship¬ 
building, on account of its durability and its impenetrability, 
is known to those in the slightest degree conversant with such 
matters. So great is the rage for procuring this timber. 
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tliilt when the United States took possession of Florida, 
after purchasing it flora Spain in 1819, they found that the 
En^ish, French, and Russians had been for fifty years 
carrying off* the live-oak, and had in fact destroyed most of 
that which was convenient to tide-water. The Emperor of 
Russia, in his anxiety to secure a supply of it, ordered to 
Russia several hogsheads of the acorns, for the purpose of 
planting them in some of his most southern dominions, 
where, if they siicceed at all, from the slowness of their 
growth, they may bo of service to the czar who fills his seat 
some two hundred years hence, but not sooner. It is 
obvious, then, that our live-oak is destined to be an im¬ 
portant item in the eyes of England and all other nautical 
nations, and their attention will be much sooner called to it 
and to us as a nation, by the establishment of a sijfttem of 
free frade." 

Of all people on earth, the inhabitants of Texas 
were, in the estimation of tlie Committee, tijc most 
interested in imposing* such a tax on lands as would 
compel large landholders to pay liberally for the 
support of Government; or, what would be as ad¬ 
vantageous for the public interest, such a tax as 
would compel them to sell at fair prices. 

“ Contrary to the intentions of God, who undoubtedly 
created the earth for the inheritance of his creatures, and 
did not therefore design iliat that which could support and 
give comfort and happiness to thousands, should be mono¬ 
polized by and lie idle in the hands of a single individual; 
and contrary to the true interests of our republic, which, by 
a continuance of this state of things, will remain a wilder¬ 
ness ; there are many among us claiming a territory as 
large as some of the independent nations oif the earth, who 
will neither improve a foot of it themselves, nor djspose of it 
to those who will. A tax, thra, upon land would force a 
sale, would ensure the settlement and cultivation of what is 
now entirely unproductive, or would greatly enrich the 
public coffers if the tax were paid. In this tax upon land it 
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seems just to the Committee that the land in actual culti¬ 
vation should be taxed more lightly than that which is wild, 
and yielding nothing to the government or to any one. The 
land in cvltivation is doing its duty. That employ^ in 
growing cotton is bringing to the country all the good cur¬ 
rency that ever reaches it.” 

The planter who enriched the country ought not, 
by a high tax on his cultivated land^s, he made to 
pay for rendering the community a service ; neither 
ought the small farmer who supplied the immigrants 
with the necessaries of life, be made to pay for that 
which promoted the settlement and prosperity of the, 
country. 

On the other hand, shall the owner of from eleven to 
two hundred leagues of land, who never saw a foot of either, 
who has added nothing to the productive exports of the 
country, who has contributed nothing in purse or in person 
to its defence and protection, who probably, in the darkest 
periods of our struggle, has been reposing quietly on beds 
of down in New York or some other place of safety, rearing 
his family in the best society, educating his children at 
the best of schools, and mingling in the most polished and 
luxurious walk of life—shall that individual reap the 
enhanced price which the labour of others puts on his 
lands, and at the same time encounter none of the privations 
nor pay any of the expenses of government ? This needs no 
answer. 

" A land-tax of the kind above-mentioned is, in the opinion 
of your Committee, loudly and imperatively called for. 
Such an one will save the necessity of the odious, and to us 
suicidal Tariff system. It will be sufficient to defray the 
expenses of government without a resort to imposts. The 
Committee, in the above remarks, allude as well to large 
land-holders who are residents, as to foreigners. They 
should all be taxed, so as to make them disgorge what are 
in too many instaiyces their ill-gotten acquisitions, and so as 
to enable us to open our ports to all the world, upon which 
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SO much depend the prosperity and glory of our infant 
Hepublic.” 

In accordance with the views propounded in this 
R(‘port, Congress passed the direct taxation law of 
January 1840. 

Having shown the principles which govern Texas 
in relation to its commercial intercourse with foreign 
nations, I shall illustrate the policy of Mexico on the 
same sulyect. The ports designated for foreign 
commerce are—in the Mexican Gulf—Sisal, Cam- 
peachy, Tabasco, Vera Cruz, Tampico, and Mata- 
moros; in the South Sea, Acapulco and San Bias; 
ill the Gulf of California, Guaymas; in the Bay of 
Monterey (Ujiper Califoniia), Monterey. 

J have before me a copy of the Tariff which be¬ 
came law on the 11th of March, 1837, printed at 
Matamoros; in which, I believe, no material improve^ 
merits have since been made. This Tariff consists of 
eiglit chapters, and a hundred and twenty-two arti¬ 
cles or regulations, of which nearly fifty are occupied 
exclusively with rules referring to shipping, ships’ 
pajiers, forms to be observed, and heavy penalties for 
the slightest deviation; all professedly for the ship¬ 
master’s guidance, but actually calculated to involve 
him in a labyrinth of perplexities. Indeed, were 
all these regulations strictly enforced, it would be 
hardly possible for any vessel to escape seizure and 
condemnation. With respect to the duties imposed, 
they still continued so heavy upon all articles, ex¬ 
cept some light fancy goods (such as silk gauze), 
that, notwithstanding a considerable abatement of 
those prescribed in the preceding Tariff*, smuggling, 
which had impoverished the Exchequer, more even 



374 


TEXAS. 


[book III. 


than internal and exterj^al war, was certain to be 
prolonged in full and unimpeded activity, the 
venality of the Mexican officers of customs being 
notorious. 

Linens of all classes are taxed nine cents of a 
dollar per square vara, a measure rather less than 
an English yard, the cent being about equal to one 
halfpenny. Linen thread is taxed with a jirohi- 
bitory duty of one dollar per pound. Plain, printed, 
and dyed cottons, muslins, &c., pay generally 12| 
cents the square vara ; cotton stockings 2 dollars 25 
cents the dozen; both which rates are excessive, and 
jirohibitory of importation, except in the finest and 
most expensive qualities. Upon that description 
known as power-loom cloths, and upon printed 
goods of fair quality, such a duty is equal to perhaps 
not less than 100 per cent, upon the value; and 
these are the qualities of greatest consumption 
among the middle and even the higher classes. The 
apology for these excessive rates is protection to the 
native manufacture, which in cottons is carried on 
to a considerable extent in Mexico; but, even on 
such a plea, the tax is vastly beyond the necessity of 
the case, and.can only lead to defeat its purpose by 
the encouragement of smuggling. It would seem, 
however, to have been imposed as much in the hope 
of producing a revenue as with the object referred 
to: for cotton yams, which are indispensable for the 
use of the Mexican manufacturer, are taxed 10 
cents per*pound from No. 21 upwards, jvhich at 
No. 40 would amount to not far short of 50 per 
cent, upon valuc.^ Thus the high rate of duty upon 
twist serves only to raise the prices of Mexican 
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manufactures, and so far enhances the disadvantages 
of competition with foreign made goods. Superfine 
woollen cloth is taxed one dollar per square vara; 
doublc-rnilled kerseymeres 75 cents; and so in other 
.sorts of woollen goods, down to 12-| cents. These 
are rates of duty so much the more impolitic, as 
Mexico possesses no woollen manufacture to })rotect 
worth notice, and therefore can only injure the 
revenue they arc intended to increase. The duties 
oil silk goods range from 2 dollars to*^ 3 dollars 75 
cents the pound, which upon light and fancy arti¬ 
cles may not be materially felt, but u[)on plain and 
heavy goods press heavily, if not equal to prohi¬ 
bition on fair importation. Independent of those 
duties to be paid at the port of entrance, there are 
other heavy exactions to be paid in the places or 
States where imported for consumption. The tax 
by measure is further increased to some extent by 
the article of Tariff which enacts, that when the 
foreign measure used exceeds the Spanish vara in 
length, as the yard, for example, does the vara, the 
duty shall be levied by the square vara, instead 
of the simple vara, as in cases where that measure 
is used. 

« 

It is known that the Mexican Government made 
a monopoly of the produce and trade of tobacco. 
While Mexico was a province of Spain this mono¬ 
poly was valuable. In a period of more than forty 
years previous to the revolution, it*produced on an 
average more than three millions of dolkrs per an¬ 
num : since the revolution, the income from this 
source has steadily declined. The Government, 
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chiefiy,engaged in foreign or domestic strife, farmed 
out the monopoly to incompetent persons, or ap- 
])ointed lazy or unfaithful agents, in consequence of 
which, for the years 1837 and 1838, the monopoly 
yielded only 700,000 dollars per annum; and, for 

1839, only 600,000. In the year 1840, the neces¬ 
sities of the Government induced an offer of the sale 
of the privilege to those who would lend the largest 
sum of money. The Government had received 
more than th5 monopoly would amount to, and it 
was probable that another year would witness the ex¬ 
tinction of the system and the opening of the trade. 

The exclusion of its subjects from the retail trade 
in Mexico formed one of the grounds of complaint 
alleged by France against that country. A Mexican 
paper (the Matamoros Anchor) of the 15th July, 

1840, referring to the law forbidding any but native 
citizens to disj)ose of articles of commerce by retail, 
and showing ho\v beneficial the enforcement of the 
rule had been to Mexicans, complains bitterly of 
the course pursued by the Minister of Internal 
Affairs on the question, asserting that licences had 
been sold by this functionary to a few foreigners, 
and, so far from securing the retail trade to the 
natives, he had given to those few persons a virtual 
monopoly of the whole of it. 

A well-informed and benevolent observer, writing 
from Mexico in 1828, says, At the Custom-house in 
the city of Mexico, you see hundreds of productive, 
industrious labourers losing their time waiting to 
get a pass for a pound of chocolate, sugar, or coffee, 
without which pass they are not jiermitted to go 
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out of the gates. What horrible oppression !”* 
“ Pulque,” he remarks, “ the beverage of the people, 
like the beer in England, is taxed very high, as well 
as the salt and tobacco. The Indians (and mixed 
castes), constituting four-fifths of the population, 
have always manufactured their own clothes.” 

Mr. Forbes, a British resident in Mexico, observes, 
in 183/5- 

Hie Mexicans still see nothing but wisdom and llie 
sources of political prosperity in all the antiquated piohi- 
hitions, protections, and exorbitant duties of the most bar¬ 
barous age of commerce. This outrageous system, so con¬ 
trary to sound policy, and so opposite to the modern and 
enlightened doctrines of political economy, has reduced the 
revenue from her custom-houses to a ti-ifle, and her treasury 
to bankruptcy. The old colonial system, liowever much 
decried hy the new Republics, seems so rooted in their 
natures, that nothing but what savours of its ancient prin¬ 
ciples will go down. The same organization of the custom¬ 
houses, the same division of duties, under different denomi¬ 
nations and per>centages, which create an interminable set 
of accounts and documents—the same number of officers— 
in short, the same confusion and facilities for contraband 
still exist in their revenue department, in all the perfection 
of the olden time, ITiese and their necessary appendages 
of (dcavalas (transit duties) and custom-houses in every 
inland town, which rendered tlie fiscal latvs of Spain and 
her colonies so intolerable, still flourish in all their vigour, 
and place the new Republics almost out of the pale of 
enlightened commercial communities, and, at tlio same 
time, make them so remarkable for ba^ financial credit. 

* Opinions on Various Subjects; by William Maclure, for¬ 
merly of Philadelphia, and for twenty years President of Uie 
Academy of Natural Sciences in that city. New Harmony, In¬ 
diana, U.S. 1831. 
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The whole of the new Republics have strictly imitated their 
parent in putting their finances into a slate of bankruptcy, 
in which, under their present system, they are likely to 
remain.” * 

Mv. Forbes admits that many of the statesmen 
in the South American countries have liberal and 
enlightened views, but it has unfortunately hap¬ 
pened, particularly with Mexico, that its govern- 
■ ment has been controlled by persons who have not 
put in practice even the rudiments of an (inlightciied 
policy in its commercial laws, nor made one step 
to the reform of its ruined and bankrupt linaiiccs. 
The great bulk of the people think that, instead of 
reducing the duties, abating the eternal Custom¬ 
houses, and simplifying the absurd classifications of 
duties at the Maritime Custom-houses, in order to 
augment their prosperity and better their revenue, 
they have only to impose higher duties, and multi¬ 
ply officers of the customs, pass restrictive measures 
for the encouragement of native manufactures which 
do not exist, and to fulminate decrees and issue 
moral precepts against unfaithful mployh and 
smuggling citizens and foreigners. In this man¬ 
ner, the Mexican government has gone on through 
all its changes, in the steady course of heaping 
duties upon duties, multiplying restrictions and aug¬ 
menting offices, till its mercantile system has be¬ 
come a monstrosity, not to be paralleled in any 
corner of the world.” 

* California, by A. Forbes, Esq. London: Smith, Elder, 
and Co. 
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PUBLIC DEBT AND AVAILABLE MEANS OF TEXAS. 

Statanent of the Estimated Debt of the Republic of 
Texas on the ZOth of September, 1839, viz .:— 

Dollars. Cent'i. 

Govornment Promissory Notes received in 
]>ayment of duties and all public dues . 1,822,127 : 94 

Funded Debt duo and redeemable at the 

jileasure of the Government after 1842 . 803,479 : 53 

Due for vessels of war .... 600,000 : 00 

3,285,607 : 47 


Tin; last accounts represent the whole amount of 
claims aj^ainst the government at 5,893,000 dollars. 
No (ixertion is spared to pay the interest on bonds 
held in the United States. From the 1st of March, 
1841, no money was to be issued by the Govern¬ 
ment, except the notes received in payment of cus¬ 
toms, duties, and taxes. 

The Estimated Receipts into the Treasury for the Fiscal 
Year, commencing ZOih September, 1839, and ending 
ZOth September, 1840, are as folloxc :— 

Dollars. 

From Customs ...... 400,000 

Taxes and Land Dues .... 500,000 

Sales of Lots in the Cities of Austin and Calhoun 400,000 

1,300,000 


The above estimate of the current receipts for the year 
1840 does not include the anticipated proceeds of the sales 
of the Clierokee lands, which were to die brought into 
market, to be partly sold on a credit to actual occupants, 
and to goto the credit of the Sinking Fund of th*e Republic, 
established to extinguish the public debt. 

These lands have been valued at four or five millions of 
dollars. 
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The following is an average estimate of the ex¬ 
tent of apf)ropriatt!d and vacant domain in Texas, 
according to a return from the General Land Office 
in]839:— 

Kstitnaled area oC Texas . . . 203,5li0,00() acres. 

Titled laud, . , 23,148,850 

Head rights under present 

L. Law . . . 28,238,499 

Bounty warrants up to 

Oct. 10, 1838 . . 2,990,000 

Donation land . . 341,700 

Total of appropriated land . . 54,719,115 acres 

Leaving vacant land in Texas . . 148,800,885 acres. 

From which is to be deducted the amount of land 
scrip, sold by authority of the government. 

“ In making the above estimate,’* observes the com¬ 
missioner, “ 1 have supposed the existence of titles for 
2,107,000 acres of land, one-third of which may be situated 
on the east side of the Rio Grande; one-sixth on the west 
side of the Nueces ; one-sixth east of the Nueces, in 
M‘Mullen’s and - M'Gloine’s colony; and one-third on 
the San Antonio River.” 

The Mexican debt to British bond-holders amounts 
to 9,045,332/., yearly interest 486,861/. By the 
act of the Mexican Congress in 1837, for the con¬ 
version of the foreign debt, which, after having 
been modified and amended by the bond-holders, 
was ratified on'the 1st of June, 1839, by President 
Santa Anna, it was stipulated that, for the further 
security of the principal and interest of the new 
bonds, one hundred millions of acres of land in 
the Departments of California, Chihuahua, New 
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Mexico, Sonora and Texas, and twenty-five mil¬ 
lions of acres in the departments “ having the 
nearest communication with the Atlantic, and best 
suited for colonization from abroad,” should be spe¬ 
cially hyj)othecated until the total extinction of the 
bonds. The deferred bonds were to contain a clause, 
or clauses, providing that tlic Mexican Government, 
when thereto re(juired, should grant the bearer of 
the bond full riglit of property and complete posses¬ 
sion ill the number of acres of land corresponding 
to the amount oi* the bond, with accruing interest 
tliereon, at the rate of four acres of land for each 
jiound sterling, of which full and complete possession 
should be given by the competent autliorities. The 
act of confirmation enjoins the government, on its 
most strict responsibility , to divide the lands so as to 
preaent the too yreat concentration of the emigrants 
on one point. The colonics were to be located at 
some distance from each other ^ and as near to the 
Mexican towns as might be convenient. The go¬ 
vernment was also to take care that the existing 
laws relating to emigration should be enforced, as 
likewise any others that might be enacted in future, 
and consisting with the tenor of the agreement. No 
religion, of course, to be tolerated but the Roman 
Catholic. The government of Texas pleaded in¬ 
dependent sovereignty in answer to the land claims 
of the Mexican bond-holders, but admitted tliat 
they had a fair title against Mexico* to the amount 
of the iijdemnity to be given by Texas for the dis¬ 
puted territory between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande. 

The public will judge respecting the good faith 
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of Mexico in ratifying so Jate as the month of June, 
1839, a Convention for the contingent transfer of 
lands in Texas to its British creditors. It engaged to 
put the holders of warrants in “complete possession” 
of their guaranteed lands. How? The whole arrange¬ 
ment argues shameless insincerity or outrageous 
folly on one side, and singular ignorance of local cir¬ 
cumstances on the other. It will now be necessary 
for the British creditors to look well after their rights. 
Free trade cannot exist in Texas without injuriously 
affecting the receipts of Customs at Tampico and 
Vera Cruz, unless indeed the revenue system of 
Mexico be placed upon a rational footing. 

Slavery. —Political, social, and economic consi¬ 
derations have combined to render Texas a slavehold¬ 
ing country. At the time of the adoption of the 
Constitution, most of its inhabitants were from the 
slaveholding States of the American Union and felt 
desirous that their relatives and friends, and people 
of manners and habits similar to their own, should 
settle among them. This, they knew, many of them 
would not do, unless permitted to bring their slaves 
along with them. Besides, the Northern States were 
opposed to Texas, and, in case of invasion, they had 
no allies to fall back upon except the people of the 
South. There was another (at present the most 
powerful) reason for introducing slaves from the 
neighbouring States—^the abundance of land and 
the scarcity of labour. The Republic has sus¬ 
tained itself under extraordinary difficulties, but 
means are wanting to raise its currency, and to 
bring its commercial policy and plans of im¬ 
provement into operation. Capital is required, to 
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create which labour is essential, and that has not 
offered in such abundance as to indiice the Repub¬ 
lic to prohibit the removal of slaves with their 
mastc’rs from the Southern States, across the Sabine. 
It is computed, that each field negro in Texas real¬ 
izes by the cultivation of cotton and Indian corn 
to tlie amount of, at the lowest calculation, 
dollars per annum, without injury to his health. 

A planter with fifty negroes, procuring from 
their labour a yearly income of £5,000, is not 
easily to be argued into the relinquishment of a 
riglit which the law and usage of his birth-place 
have always recognised. As to approaching the 
planters, or people of the South, with threats and 
vituperation, that can be productive of nothing 
save unmitigated mischief. Much exasperation has 
grown out of this mode of interference already, 
wholly unredeemed by beneficial results. Unless 
foreigners are prepared to effect by force of arms 
the emancipation of the negroes in the United States 
and Texas, they will do well to abstain from ex¬ 
aggerated statements and intemperate language; 
they can only hope to make an impression by the 
use of moral dissuasives, and especially by address- 
ing themselves to the question in its economical 
aspect, bearing in mind the wants of anew country, 
every emigrant to which is expected to bring with 
him an addition to its resources, in labour or capital 
—the introduction of negroes bding considered 
equivalent to the latter. • 

With the exception of the low line of the coast, 
particularly the rich tract adjoining the Brazos, the 
labours of tropical agriculture may be performed 
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by whites without detriment to health. In the less 
salubrious districts, the soil is peculiarly adapted to 
cultivation by steam power, for the a{)plicatioii of 
which, an ingenious American engineer, now in 
London, has obtained a patent. The machinery, he 
alleges, is capable of performing nearly all the labour 
reifuircd in cotton, sugar, rice, and toliaceo estates, 
besides clearing forest land. If such machinery can 
be effective anywliere, it must be on tlic alluvial 
lauds of Texas, where the surface is level and the 
earth free from stones. At all events, the experi¬ 
ment, which is recommended by a great saving of 
expense, is worthy of a trial. 

The demand for slave-labour decreasing in pro¬ 
portion to the introduction of free, which is much 
better,—by interdicting the latter, the field is left 
open exclusively to the former: yet this is the way 
in which anti-slavery advocates propose to promote; 
their principles in Texas, whose inhabitants they 
essay to influence, not by reason and moderate 
language, but by calumny and invective. 

The whole slave population of Texas cannot at 
the very utmost, 1 should think, amount to 10,000. 
Almonte gives 2,000 as the number in 1834, and 
these were dispersed during the invasion of 183G. 
The unsettled state of the country for a year or two 
afterwards would, of course, impede the settlement 
of planters with their slaves. Texas is not geogra¬ 
phically adapts to the great extension of slavery. 
Beyond the Rio Grande, labour is abundant; the 
population distributed along its banks lead a pas¬ 
toral life, and the climate towards the west and 
north-west is better suited to the European thsm 
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the African constitution. Negroes would make very 
inefficient herdsmen, whereas the Mexicans of the 
northern provinces cannot be surpassed. Why 
should Europe assail the people of Texas because 
they avail themselves of the only practicable mode 
of cultivating their fertile' country and recruiting 
their finances, when that territory is open to the in¬ 
dustry of all who choose to transplant themselves 
thither and pre-occupy the field of labour ? 

Among the unjust accusations brought against 
Texas is the charge of encouraging the African Slave 
Trade—a charge refuted by the provisions of its 
Constitution, which prohibit the importation or 
admission of Africans, or Negroes, into the Re¬ 
public, excepting from the United States of Ame¬ 
rica, and declare it to be piracy. This provision 
was the voluntary act of the framers of the Consti¬ 
tution. By an act of Congress of the 21st Decem¬ 
ber, 1836, it was provided that “ any person or per¬ 
sons who should introduce any African Negro or 
Negroes, contrary to the true intent and meaning 
of the ninth section of the general provisions of the 
Constitution, declaring the introduction of African 
Negroes into the Republic to be piracy, except such 
,as were from the- United States of America, and 
had been held as slaves therein—should be considered 
guilty of piracy; and upon conidetion thereof, before 
any court haefing cognizance of the same, should 
suffer death, without the benefit of clergy.” It was 
likewise* decreed by the same act that any per^ 
son or persons should introduce into the Republic of 
Texas any Africans or any slave eg slaves from the 
United States of America, except such slave or slaves 
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as were previously introduced and held in slavery in 
that Republic, in conformity with the laws of that 
government, should be deemed guilty of piracy, 
and upon conviction thereof, before any court having 
cognizance of the same, should suffer death.” By 
an act, of June, 1837, all free Africans, or descend¬ 
ants of Africans, who wei’e in Texas at the date of 
the Declaration of Indepencleuce, and their natural 
issue, were granted the privilege of remaining in any 
part of the Republic they ohbse. In a Message to 
Congress from President Houston, in 1837,1 find the 
following decisive pass^es on this subject:— 

** Not unconnected with the naval force of tlicj country is 
the subject of the African slave trade. It cannot be dis¬ 
believed that thousands of Africans have lately been im¬ 
ported to the island of Cuba, with a design to transfer a 
large portion of them into this Republic. This unholy and 
cruel traffic has called down the reprobation of the humane 
and just of all civilized nations. Our abhorrence to it is 
clearly expressed in our Constitution and laws. Nor has it 
rested alone upon the declaration of our policy, but has 
long since been a subject of representation to the govern¬ 
ment of the United States, our Ministers apprising it of 
every fact which would’ enable it to devise such means as 
would prevent either the landing or introclvjction of Africans 
into our country. ‘ 

The naval force of Texas not being in a situation to be 
diverted from our immediate defence, will be a sufficient, 
reason why the governments of the .United States and 
England should employ such a portion of their force in the 
Gulf as will at orv!e arrest the accursed trade and redeem 
this Republic from the suspicion of connivance, which would 
be as detrimental to its character as the practice is repug¬ 
nant to the feelings of its citizens. Sliould the traffic con¬ 
tinue, the odium cannot rest upon us, but will remain a blot 
^,.)^n the escutcheon of nations who have power, and with¬ 
hold their hand from the work of humanity.” 
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The following paragraph of a later date appeared 
in a Texan newspaper —the Houston Morning Star. 

We learn with much rcjrret that several vessels have 
been fitted out from New Orleans to proceed to Cuba and 
smuggle slaves into our country. The course intended to 
be pursued in effecting this object is to run the vessel up 
the Sabine and land them on the United States coast, from 
which the transportation of^them across the river into our 
own country would be but the work of a moment. I'he 
government of the United States have taken measures to 
frustrate this accursed expedition, by appointing Captain 
Green, formerly of the reveitue cutter Woodbury, United 
Stales’ collector at the Sabine, who is provided with a 
sufficient force to forward the accomplishment of*the design. 
We do sincerely hope that, if the report be true (and we 
cannot doubt it), the officer will be successful in capturing 
the individuals engaged in this business, and that the pe- 
nalties of the law will be enforced with the utmost rigour 
and decision.” 

J have heard that the Cuba speculators succeeded 
in smuggling a number of Negroes into' Texas, in 
the manner described, but not to any considerable 
amount, altliough Sir T. F. Buxton, in his “ Slave 
Trade and its Remedy,” states that he had been 
informed, “upon high authority,” that, within the* 
years 1837 and 1838, no less than “ 15,000 negroes 
had been imported from Africa into Texas.” The 
Dutch Consul-General at Havannah has gone a 
step farther, having said that this amount had been 
imported in a single year.*. A simple calcidatiou 
will show the monstrous extravagance of these alle¬ 
gations, ^part from the* dispositions of the govern¬ 
ment and people of Texas. 

The “ wholesale price of Africans” at Havannah 

* TurnbuU’B ‘ Cuba.’ 

2 c 2 
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was, according to Mr. Turnbull, in 1838, above 300 
dollars a head. Add about another hundred dollars 
for freight and risk of capture, and the gTOss amount 
of money alleged to have been expended, in one 
year, on slave labour, by a young and recently de¬ 
solated country, reached the enonnous sum of six 
millions of dollars, or 1,200,000/.! The readers 
of this work are acquaint^ with the condition of 
Texas in the period specihed, and can appreciate tlu^ 
pains-taking impartiality that has held thi^ Republic 
up to the reprobation of* the world on the basis of 
such “facts” as these. 

'T 

The British brig of war Pilot visited Texas, with 
.a commission to inquire into the reported sale and 
detention of some free negroes, that had been kid¬ 
napped and conveyed thither by one Taylor, a native 
of Barbadoes. The Texan government afforded 
every possible facility to the Commission, and Tay¬ 
lor was taken, and eventually sentenced to fourteen 
years’transportation. 

Even as a slaveholding state, according to its 
constitution, Texas, if justly and respectfully dealt 
with, could, and unquestionably Would, afford ma¬ 
terial aid to British ships of war in their endea¬ 
vours to prevent* the importation of Africans into 
Cuba. But the only result that can follow the 
stoppage of European emigration and the reiteration 
of insult and c|ilumny,ds to constrain the Republic 
to depend almost exclusively on slave labour, and to 
repel the advances of its calumniators with thre same 
spirit which it displayed towaMs Cos and Santa 
Anna, whose perfidious invitation to the slaves to 
unite with them, for the destruction of their masters. 
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ended so miserably for those unprincipled com¬ 
manders. Again and again would 1 repeat that, 
for good or for evil, the men of the Southern States 
will yield no answer to dictation, home or foreign, 
save aimed resistance. In proportion as their aj)- 
prehensions are awakened, their pride is stimulated, 
and the tigJiter is the rein drawn upon the negro— 
tlie more resolute are they to hold on to the death. 
Does any portion of the people of England desire 
(if the object were so to be attained) to liberate the 
m^groes of the Southern States by the frightful pro¬ 
cess of a servile war ? If they do not, then they 
are utterly inexcusable in assuming an attitude 
which can have no other eflect than that of making 
the continuation of slavery a point of honour witli 
liigh-spirited men, who, referring to their legisla¬ 
torial archives, tell us, and tell us truly, that slaveiy 
was forced upon their fathers by the arbitrary will of 
England. 

The condition of the bulk of the Mexican popula¬ 
tion is inferior to that of the slaves of the American 
States. So early as 1799, the Bishop and Chapter 
of Mechoican, in a memorial to the King of Spain, 
pronounced the morak improvement of the Indian 
race impossibk, unless the obstacles to the progress 
of national industry M^ere removed. In the hands of 
the Creoles, composing only one-tenth of the popu¬ 
lation, almost all the property and wealth of the 
kingdom were centered. The natives might be said 
to no individual property, 

“ The same tricks,” says Maclure, “ are practised 
on the Indians in Mexico, as on tjie working classes 
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in some parts of Europe. Their masters encourage 
the thoughtless beings to run in debt to them, after 
■which they provide them with necessaries at a profit 
which effectually prevents them from getting out of 
debt, and puts them as much under their control as 
if they had bought them, with this advantage over 
negro slavery, that the master lias no outlay of 
capital in their purchase, nor losses by their death. 
So that until the Indians get informed, all the ad¬ 
vantages of slavery to the masters, without any of 
the expense, is the consequence of tlie present state 
of civilization.” * * # 

“ The Indians of this climate of perpetual spring,” 
he further remarks, ‘‘ have fine capacities, (piick in¬ 
tellect, are mild, hospitable, polite, and tractable 
when intoxicated,” unlike ** the morose, cruel, susr 
picious, and unchangeable savage of the North.” 

Population. —It is diihcult to form a close esti¬ 
mate of the scattered population of Texas. From 
the various statements which *1 have inspected, and 
certain statistical data, I ahould fix the average 
Anglo-American population at 200,000. Should 
Mexico accept the terms of treaty oftered by Texas, 
an addition of probably 100,000 souls will be made 
to the population of the latter in the valley of the 
Rio Grande. I do not hesitate to predict that tlie 
population of Texas will, under an unimpeded sys¬ 
tem of emigration, amount within seven years to one 
million of souls. 

Corrective Laws, Morals, and Religiojp.^ —The 
criminal laws of Texas are rigoitjus, in consequence 
of the influx of jiersous from the United States, 
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seeking to evade punishment by flying to a foreign 
jurisd iction. The officers of tlle Jiejmblic are vigi lant 
in searching after fugitive delinquents, and returning 
tlnmi to the proper authorities in the United States. 
In none of the new States of the Union is the 
law so certain to be carried into effect against a real 
ofl'ender, through the instrumentality of a jury, as 
in T(;xas. The general laws and niunici])al regula¬ 
tions press hardly upon the errant corps of “ loafers.” 
,f iistic(;s of ])eace and other civil officers are enjoined 
to arrest all vagrants and idle persons living within 
their resjiectivc jurisdictions, and where there are 
no visible means, nor proper exertions for a liveli¬ 
hood, they are empowered to send the party to work 
for the public, thirty days for tlie first oftence, sixty 
for the second, and one year for the third. There 
are similar regulations for the correction of drunk¬ 
ards, and penalties are exacted from all persons 
bearing deadly weapons, except the military. Faro, 
Roulette, Monte, Rouge et Noir “and all other 
games of chance played by persons, holding banks, 
for the purpose of attracting betters,” are oftences, 
punishable by heavy fines. The severest penalty of 
the law is- attached to duelling. For debt, unac¬ 
companied by fraud, there is no imprisonment, it 
being considered injurious and' unjust, both to the 
community and the individual, to place a debtor in 
a situation in which he cannot be of use to the public, 
his creditor, or himself. 

Texas has Temperance and Bible Societies, and 
Sunday Schools, but there is ample room for the 
extension of these and kindred .institutions. The 
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facility with which the necessaries of life are pro¬ 
cured, tends to prpduce improvidence and dissi¬ 
pation. 

There are churches in Galveston, Houston, and 
other towns, for the celebration of Christian worsliij), 
according to the forms of Protestant Episcopalian- 
ism, Presbyterianism, and Methodism. While I was 
in Texas, in 1839, the Wesleyan Methodists were 
preparing for their Centenary celebration. 

Education. —In 1839, Congress incor})orated se¬ 
veral literary institutions and granted them largo 
tracts of land. It also passed an act granting to 
each county in the Republic three leagues (aliovc 
13,000 acres) of choice land, to bo appropriated to 
the support of primary schools. By the same act, 50 
leagues (above 220,000 acres) of the best land were 
appropriated as a reserve for the maintenance of two 
Universities, to be established in Eastern and West¬ 
ern Texas. An act of 1840 provided that, in addi¬ 
tion to the primary ^hools, there should be esta¬ 
blished in each county a Central Institution, in 
which classical literature and the higher branches 
of mathemati^ should be taught. 

Army and Navy. —Ihe . regular anny of Texas 
consists of little more than -a single frontier regi¬ 
ment of 850 men, divided into fifteen companies of 
56 men each, stationed at the frontier posts to 
repel the Indians. The navy, composed of a war 
steamer and six * light vessels, is at. present laid up 
in ordinary V with the exception of a brig . and a 
schooner for revenue service. . The expense hereto¬ 
fore incurred in these departments will be mateiially 
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reduced when peace is concluded between Mexico 
and Texas. 

Press and Public Amusements. —In June 183B, 
there were six weekly newspapers in Texas; in June 
1839, there were twelve journals, one of them pub¬ 
lished daily, and some tri-weekly. The operative 
printers had established a Typographical Association 
for controlling the rate of wages. A theatre was 
opened in Houston in the summer of 1838, and a 
rcs])ectable company was performing some of my old 
fridid Sheridan KnowWs latest dramas in the sum¬ 
mer of 1839. There are Jofekey Clubs in several 
districts, and races and billiards are favourite amuse¬ 
ments. Gambling, originating in thirst for excite¬ 
ment, is one of thaprominent vices of the South. A 
professed gambler is held in abliorrence by the 
respectable citizens in Texas, and is deemed capable 
of committing the darkest crimes.—“ Bring down 
my baggage,” said one of these worthies, an adven¬ 
turer from Arkansas, to the waiter of an inn. 
“ What is it, sir?” inquired the latter. “ Three 
pistols, a bowie-knife, a pack of cards, au^ a shirt.” 
—Among all ranks and cla|ses in Mexico,. Hie mania 
for gambling ruinously prevails. 

Internal Improvements.—A railroad has been 
opened between the Brazos river and the bay of 
Galveston. Its whole length is thirty-five miles, 
commencing at Austinia, on the west^hore of Gal¬ 
veston bay, and • terminating at Bolivar, on the 
Brazos. 'Hie cotton and other products of Ihe Bra¬ 
zos district are transported by this railway to Gal¬ 
veston for the purpose of shipment. • It is proposed 
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to form a railway communication between Houston 
and Austin, which will connect the ii])per Colorado 
and Brazos with steam-boat navigation, from Hous¬ 
ton to Galveston. The ordinary roads of Texas are 
of Nature’s cbnstruction, notliing being ret^uired, in 
the dry season, except bridges for the frequent 
streams, to enable travellers to proceed by carriage 
from the Sabine to the Rio Grande. In the wet 
season, travelling, especially by the lower line, to¬ 
wards tlie coast, is troublesome and expensive. The 
facilities which Texas offers for the construction of 
railways, will soon cahse them to be the principal 
in(;ans of internal communication. In Mexico, the 
roads are generally execrable, and merchandise and 
agricultural produce are carrifK^ on the backs of 
mules. But Humboldt wrote in a prophetic spirit, 
when he expressed his belief that “ considering the 
progress of civilisation on the New Continent, land 
communication would gradually become very fre¬ 
quent between the United States and New Sjiain, 
and public carriages would one day roll on from 
Philadelphia and Washington to the city of Mexico 
and Acapulco.” ^ 

Commissioners have been appointed to mark out 
a road from Bastrop to Red River, taking the line 
of the three forks of the Trinity. Congress has 
provided for a military road, from the mouth of the 
Bois d’Arc, in. Red River, to the river Nueces, at the 
crossing of the Presidio road; it is to be sufficiently 
cleared and bridged to admit the passage of wag¬ 
gons: block-houses or garrisons are to be main¬ 
tained at various points. In the vicinity of each 
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post, threes leagues of land are to be surveyed, in 
lots of K)0 acres eacli, two of which lots are to be 
reserved for the governmt^nt, and are given to each 
soldier of the frontier reginieiit; the remainder to 
be distributed among such able-bodied citizens as 
will siittle upon and cultivate them for the space of 
two years. The frontier regiment w^as to be stationed 
along the road as follows:—56 men at Hcd River, 
168 at the three forks of the Trinity, 312 at the 
Bi 'azos, 112 at the Colorado, 56 at the San Mar¬ 
cos, 56 on the Cibolo, 56 at the Rio Frio, 224 
at the Nueces. The troops were to cultivate a 
part of the 360 acres reserved to government, for 
their sid)sistence. The detachment at the Nueces 
was to traverse the country between that river and 
the Rio Grande. The construction of the road and 
the establislimcnt'of the forts will afford ample pro¬ 
tection to the districts below it. 

Companies have been incorporated for the purpose 
of clearing the Colorado and Caney Creek of obsta¬ 
cles to navigation. 

When there is sufficient capital in the country, 
an internal navigation 'vrill be opened along the 
coast from the Sabine to the Rio (irande. This 
may be effected by cutting a canal about thirty miles 
in length, on a line which does not present in its 
profile an elevation of twenty feet. It will require 
three principal cuts: one, of less tlian a mile, from 
East Bayou to the Sabine Lake; one from West 
Bay to Matagorda, of about twenty-two miles; and 
one, about three miles, from Point Isabel, upon the 
Barra de Santiago, to the Rio Grandp. An outline 
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of prospective improvements, drawn up by Mr. T. J. 
Green, contains# the following remarks upon the 
practicability of opening a communication between 
the shores of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

“ A railroad is rapidly advancing west into Louisiana; 
and with a connecting link of one hundred miles from Op- 
pelousas to' Sabine Lake, one co\dd pass this route from the 
city of Orleans to Matanioros with ease, in seventy hours. 
This done, and you will have nearly accomplished that great 
commercial dusiderauim which has baffled the; ingenuity of 
the trading world for centurit.s—^to wit, a short road to tlio 
East Indies. You can then pass up in three days to the 
head of good steam-boat navigation upon the Kio Grande, 
from whence a railroad will land you upon the Gulf of 
California, at the port of Guaymas, one of the best liarbonrs 
on the Pacific, from whence (allowing mo a small figure of 
speech) you may converse with the people of China through 
a speaking trumpet. I look to the time, not distant, with 
as much confidence, when I shall see a trip made from the 
Gulf of California to the city of Orleans in ten days or loss, 
as I do to see one made from Orleans to New York in six. 
To this plan some may object, that there are Indians upon 
the route. To this I should answer, that if our uniform 
Indian policy failed to secure their friendship, a regiment of 
mounted men would command their fears. Though the 
geography of that portion of the country, between thirty 
degrees of north latitude, upon the Rio Grande and the Gulf 
of California, is not well understood, I learn from an intel¬ 
ligent friend of mine' n ho spent three years there, that its 
general profile is good, it being table laud of considerable 
altitude, which is reached by a principal ascent from the 
valley of the Rio Grande. The quality of the land and 
character of tlie whole country are considered to be pecu¬ 
liarly adapted for grain. The Apaches and qlher Indian 
tribes have kept the Mexicans always forteld in, and pre¬ 
vented them from working the rich mines in that district, 
wliich would be cqiened to American etUerprko.*' 
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Agriculture. —Texau agriculture is yet in an 
imperfect state—the fertility of the soil securing 
ample crops at a minimum of cost and labour. It 
is to be hoped that modem improvement will be 
sul)stituted for the slovenly system of slave culture, 
and that the process of exhausting the soil, which 
has impoverished several of the Southern States of 
the American Union, will be abandoned on the 
prairit's of Texas. The average produce of wheat 
in Mexico is from twenty-two to twenty-five for one, 
and the price of labour is low, but the system of 
cultivation is rude and crops uncertain. 

Land and Colonization Laws since the 

Revolution. 

The first act of the people of Texas relative to the 
lands, was the suspension of the functions of all 
commissioners, empresarios, surveyors, and Jill per¬ 
sons concerned in the location of land, by the Gene¬ 
ral Convention, assembled in November, 1835. The 
laud system thus suspended, was never resumed. 
From that period to the present, a new course of 
h^gislation has been adopted relative to the disposal 
of the public domain. 

The grant of bounty lands to volunteers by the 
Consultation and Congress of Texas, has been no¬ 
ticed in the previous part of this work. 

General Land Law. • 

On I2th Dec., 1837, tne several acts relating,to the es¬ 
tablishment of a general land office, were reduced into one 
act, which provided for the establishment of a general land 
office, under the direction of an officer, st^^led the Commis¬ 
sioner-General of the Land Office. The department was 
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organized in such a manner as to give it efficiency; and all 
officers concerned in it, or created by the act, w'cre oxpit'ssly 
prohibit*’d rrt)m directly or indirectly speculating in public 
lands, and their fees fixed bv law. 

A county surv<?yor for each county, elected by both houses 
of Congress, was provided for, anti his duties defined, and 
fetis fixed as follows : 

His duties are to reside at the county seat, and appoint 
as many deputies as he may deem neeessnry; to receive 
and examine all field notes of surveys by his deputies, aiul 
certify the same, under his hand, to the Commissionor-Gc- 
ntu'al of the Land Office, and to record the same in his own 
hook of record. His fees are—for inspecting fitdd notes of a 
league and labor, 500 dollars ; for inspecting field notes 
of one-third for ditto, 400 dollars ; for inspecting field notes 
of any less quantity, 300 dollars. His books are always 
open for inspection, for a fee of cents. The d»?puti(?s 
run the lines of any vaca?it land designated by claimants, 
and are entitled to a fee of three dollars for every lineal 
English mile actually run. 

A Board of Land Commissioners for each county was 
organized, whose duty it was to investigate all claims on 
the government for head rights to land. The claimant may 
appear before the board, and take the following oath: I do 
solemnly swear, that 1 was a resident citizen of Texas at the 
date of the Declaration of Independence ; that 1 diil not leave 
the country during the campaign of the spring of 1836, to 
avoid a participation in the struggle; that 1 did not relusc 
to participate in the war, and that I did not aid or assist i ho 
enemy; that I liave not previously received a title to my 
quantum of land, and that I conceive myself justly entitled, 
under the Constitution and laws, to the quantity of laud for 
which I now apply.” He will be required, in additioti to 
the oath, to prove, by two or more credible witnesses, that 
he was a citizen of Texas at the date of the Declaration of 
Independence, and has continued there since; and also 
whether he was married or single at that date, and what 
amount of land hd’ is entitled to by law. 
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Widows and orphans art* not required to take the oalti; 
but, in common with all others, must prove, as above stated, 
that the person whoso ('stale llioy claim, or that the |)erson 
of whom they jnirchased, is actually entitled to a grant from 
the governiiKint. 

No purchaser of a h(*ad right is entitled to a grant mdess 
he is a citizen of the Ke]uil)lic at thotimeof bis application. 

^-\11 claims having thc'ir origin previous to the Declaration 
of Independence, are subject to the same formalities and 
requisitions as any others. 

Any person claiming under the Colonization Law of 
Coahuila and Texas, must prove, by two respectable wit¬ 
nesses, that he was a residc'Ut of Texas during the time the 
said law was in force; and such proof will entitle him to 
his quantity, according to the terms of the said law. (See 
Art. 22 of the Stale Colonization Law.) 

Upon the taking of the oath, and the production of the 
requisite proof, the board issue a certificate, attestcd by their 
clerk, wljiich authorizes the claimant to select his laud out 
of any vacant land, and to order the surveyor to survey it 
for him. 

Sec. If) of the law provides for an appeal to the district 
court of the county in which the claimant may live, in case 
he deems himself aggrieved by tbe decision of the Board of 
ComrnissioiK'i's. 

The board meet on* the first Thursday of each month. 
Should that fall on a regular court d*ay‘, then they meet on 
the Thursday thareafter. The fees of the board for the 
granting of a certificate arc five dollars, to be paid by the 
claimants. 

When more than one application is n)adc for the .same 
tract of land, the settler or occupant has the preference if 
the claims of each applicant are otherwise gqual. Pei-sons 
who were in tlie country at the date of the Doelaialion 
of Independence, are preferred to others. • 

Patents for lands are to issue from the Coramissioner- 
Gcneral of the Laud Office for all lands surveyed before 
tbe suspension of the Land Office in 1835^ upon the holder 
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presenting the certificate of some Board of Land Commis¬ 
sioners, that his claim is corre(^t, and upon his paying the 
several fees required by law. 

In all other cases, patents shall issue from the General 
Land Office, and be sent to the President of the Board of 
Land Commissioners for the county where the land lies, by 
him to be delivered to the patentees; and the patentees 
shall, in all cases, pay, as government fees, the prices fi>q>d 
by the Colonization Law of Coahuila and Texas. (See 
Art. 22 of Colonization Law of Coahuila aiulTcxas.) And 
if they emigrated subsequently to the second day of May, 
1835, and previous to the Declaration of Tnde])endence, 
they shall pay the amount fixed by a law of the state of 
Coahuila and I'exas, passed on that day. 

Should two or more locations be made, or title-< granted 
for the same piece of land, or should the boundaries conflict 
between dilferout surveys, the oldest title or ccrtific.ate 
takes precedence; and those of the later dale, on proper 
showing of all the facts, and the certificate of a legal sur¬ 
veyor, procure new certificates for their quantity, or for so 
much as the decision of the line shall deprive them of. 

The above are all the provisions of the law necessary to 
an understanding of the mode by which the emigrant ob¬ 
tains his lands. The following sections oi^^^tlie law are all 
that relate to his rights: 

Sec. 21. Be it further enacted, That all lands surveyed 
for individuals, lying on navigable watercourses, shall front 
one-half of the square on the water coyrsc, and the line 
running at right angles with* the general cours^of the 
stream, if circumstances of lines previously surveyed under 
the laws will permit; and all others not on navigable water 
courses shall be square, if previous lines will permit; and, 
under no circumstances, shall any one grant be located in 
more than two surveys. 

Sec, 22^ Be it further enacted. That each a^d every in¬ 
dividual under the age of seventeen, who has volunteered in 
the service of his country, and who has received an huuoiir- 
able discharge, shall be entitled to Aie same quantity of 
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Innd, as a head right, that he woidd be if he were twenty- 
one years of age, and upon the same conditions. 

See. *23. Be it further enacted. That all single men wlio 
were in the Il(*public at the date of the Declaration of 1 n- 
dt'pcndence, and entitled under theCojistitution to one-third 
of a league of land, and who have since married, or may 
within the next twelve months, shall be entitled to the ad¬ 
ditional quantity of two-thirds of a league and a labor of 
land— prorided, that the benefits of this section shall only 
extend to those who have contributed to the support and de¬ 
fence of their country: and provided, this additional (pum- 
tity sliall not be allowed to any whose wife has received a 
league of land of this government. 

Sec. ‘24. Be. it further^ enacted. That whereas many persons 
have received titles under the Colonization Laws, as Colonists, 
from the different commissioners of the country, and whereas 
many conditions were by the law attached to such titles, 
that all such conditions be, and they are hereby cancelled, 
and the titles to all such lands are hereby ratified and con¬ 
firmed— provided, that such persons shall pay, or cause to 
be paid, to the President of the Board of Land Commis¬ 
sioners of the county where such land may he situated, 
within six months after the opening of the land office, all 
money w'hich may be due or owing on the same : provided, 
that the condition of remaining in the country, and the pro¬ 
hibiting the sale to aliens, shall not be repealed by this law. 
And further provided, that no title by this act shall he 
confirmed which was illegal or invalid ab initio. And far¬ 
ther provided, that this act shall not extriiul to any grantee 
or individual for a greater amount of land than one league 
airfrtne labor.' 

Sec. 25. Be it further ena.cted, I'hat no peraon shall, by 
virtue of an improvement, have a right to olaitn more than 
one league and one labor of land, and that improvement 
shall consist in the clearing and fencing, in a fSrmer-like 
manner, at least four acres; and this privilege shall not ex¬ 
tend to iiny person or persons who have previously received 
a title to the quantum of land to which tltey were entitled, 

VOL. 11. 2 D 
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nor to any person or persona entitled to a grant of land by 
purchase. 

Sec. 26. Be it further enacted, That it is hereby declared, 
that all empresarios’ contracts having ceased on the day of 
the Declaration of Independence, all the vacant lands of 
Texas are the property of this Republic, and subject alone 
to the disposition of the government of the same. 

Sec. 27. Be it further enacted, That in order to settle the 
claims of empresarios, each and every one of the same are 
hereby authorized to institute a suit against the President 
of the Republic of Texas, which suit or suits shall be tried 
in the county in which is situated the seat of government, 
and shall be tried as all other land suits are required to be 
tried. And should any empresario who should thus su(*, 
fail to establish the claim for which he sues, he shall pay all 
the costs of suit. Provided, that neither aliens nor the as¬ 
signees of aliens shall be entitled to the benefits of this act. 

Sec. 29. Be it further enacted. That every volunteer wlio 
arrived in this Republic after the 2nd day of March, 1836, 
and before the 1st of August, 1836, and has received or may 
hereafter receive an honourable discharge, and has taken the 
oath prescribed by the constitution, or who may have died, 
shall receive the quantity of land by this act secured to 
original colonists. Provided, that the priority of location 
mentioned in the thirty-eighth section of this act shall be 
adhered to. And further provided, that none but the person 
who served, or his heirs, shall be entitled to the benefit of 
this provision, and all augmentation shall accrue to the ori¬ 
ginal claimants, and not to the persons to whom it may liavc 
been transferred: Provided, no person who is entitled to the 
benefit of the first part of this section of this act, shaitt^ be 
entitled to the benefits of the latter part of die same. Every 
person who has ^arrived in this Republic since the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence, and previous to the 1st of October, 
1837, who is a free white person and the head of family, and 
who actually re.sides within the government with his family, 
shall be entitled to a conditioned grant of twelve liundred 
and eighty acres •of land, by paying the fees of ofiScc and of 
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surveying. The conditions of the said grant shall be that botli 
grantee and his or her family shall remain and reside within 
the Republic, and do and perform all the duties required of 
other like citizens, for the term of three years, after wliich 
time he or she shall receive an unconditional deed for said 
land; and in no case whatever shall a grant of that descj-ip- 
tion be made unless it be satisfactorily proved that all the 
conditionii and provisions of the law have been complied 
with. And all single free white men who have emigrated 
to this Republic since the Declaration of Independence, and 
previous to the 1st of October, 1837, shall entitled to 
an additional quantity of six hundred and forty acres of 
land upon the same conditions as above named, and all laws 
contrary to the meaning and provisions of this sed^ion are 
hereby repealed. 

During the first session of the third Congress, tlie 
duties of the Board of Land Commissioners were trans¬ 
ferred to the charge of the officers composing the County 
Court of each county. Said court is composed of the Chief 
.Tustice, and any two magistrates of the county as associate 
judges. The clerk of the County Court is clerk of the Board. 

All persons indebted to the Government on account of 
land, were authorised to pay to the Secretary of the Trea¬ 
sury, or the President of the Board of Land Commissioners 
for the county where the land might be situated. The 
Commissioner General of the Land Office is also authorised 
to receive public dues on lands, so that the patentee has 
his choice of three receivers—^the Commissioner, the Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury, or the President of the Board of 
Land Commissioners for the county where his land is 
situated. 

By act of Congress, January 4, 1839, tlie benefit of 
head rights was extended to all emigrants .who should ar¬ 
rive in the Republic before the first day of January, 1840, 
or who had arrived after the first of October, 1887. Every 
free white man, the head of a family, is entitled to 640 
acres of land, on condition that he, with his family, shall 
reside permanently in the Republic tlfree years; after 

2 D 2 
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which time, ho or his legal representatives shall receive 
an unconditional deed from Government. He is forbidden 
to soil his claim; and should ho sell, the sale is declared not 
valid or binding upon him. Every free white male of the 
age of seventeen and upwards, who shall have arrived 
within the time specified above, is entitled to 320 acres of 
land. All permanent citizens of Texas, who may have ar¬ 
rived at the age above specified, are placed on the same foot¬ 
ing. Officers and soldiers who were in the service of IVxas 
before March 1, 1837, whose families may have arrived 
since then, or shall arrive before January 1, 1840, are en¬ 
titled to the same quantity which they would have had had 
their families emigrated with them. 

From the preceding abridgment of the laws affecting 
titlc.s to land in the Republic of Texas, it will be perceived 
that there are already three distinct species of title:—the 
first—thles which are perfected, and consequently n ested. 
These titles came from the Goveniment of the State of Coa- 
huihi and Texas or its agents, and are indisputable, ex¬ 
cept in cases of confiscation for treason during the revolution, 
as provided by the Consultation in Article 19 of the " Plan 
and Powers of the Provisional Government,” which declares 
“ all lands, or claims to land, held by those who leave the 
country to avoid participation in the present struggle, with¬ 
out permission from a judge or alcalde,” forfeited to the 
use of the state, 

Tlie second species of titles are those emanating from 
the present Government to all who arrived in the country 
previous to the Declaration of Independence. Of these, some 
claim by virtue of the old colonization.law, and others in 
virtue of the legislation of the Provisional Government. 
These titles are absolute, and in fee-simple.* 

The third species are those created Jl>y effect of laws 
passed since the revolution, cxteqi^Rg^’head rights from 
time to time, subject to conditions^ l^hese titles, owing, to 
the nature of the conditidns, are not sp valuable as othpi^... 

The emigrant who wisheis to purchase of a citizen, will 
do well to purchase those of the firet class—‘by this is 
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jyenorally understood all claims or titles originating before 
llie date of the Declaration of Indcpend(Micc. 

Of the second class of head rights, those created by sec¬ 
tion 29 of the General Laud Law, in favour of those volun¬ 
teers who arrived before the 1st of August, 1836, are un¬ 
conditional, and equally as valuable as those of the first 
class. 

There is still another class of rights or titles to land, 
viz., the land-scrip issued by Government. 

On the 10th of Decembef, 1836, tlie President was au¬ 
thorised and required to sign land scrip to the amount of 
500,000 acres, to be transmitted to Thomas Toby, Esq., of 
I^evv Orleans, for the purpose of being sold. The mini¬ 
mum price was 50 cents per acre. 

Oil the Gth of December, 1836, land scrip, at the same 
price, was also granted to William Bryan, Esq., of JVoiv 
Orleans, with authority to sell a sufficient quantity to pay 
him fur all liabilities which he had incurred on behalf of 
the Government. 

On the 10th of December, 1836, an agency was esta¬ 
blished in Mobile, and David White, Esq., appointed an 
agent to sell land scrip, at the standard value of 50 cents 
jier acre, to the amount of 100,000 dollars. 

On the 3rd of June, 1837, land scrip was issued to 
James Ei’win and others at 50 cents per acre, in payment 
of a loan made by them to the Government. This scrip 
gives an unconditional title to the holder, and it may be 
held by aliens. 

On the 9th of June, 1837, an agent was appointed by 
the Government to settle with, and to receive the unsold 
scrip in the hands of the Government agents. Said agent 
was authorised to sell for cash at the luiniinura price. 

On the 14th of December, 1837, the President was re¬ 
quired by Congress to issue his proclaufktion recalling the 
agent for the sale of land scrip, and forbidding^ the further 
sale of smd scrip. The proclamation was issued, and all 
sales made by agents after the receipt of the President’s 
proclamation were declared null and vojd. No other scrip 
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<han that specifipcl as above ever issued from the Govern¬ 
ment ; and no scrip of land companies, or any scrip except¬ 
ing die above specified, is considered as of any value or as 
giving the least shadow of title to any part of the public 
domain. 

Rerofitulation of the various species of Titles. 

1st. Titles emanating fi’om, and perfected by the Govern¬ 
ment of the State of Coahuila and Texas. These titles arc 
unconditional and absolute. 

2nd. Titles emanating from the Government of the Rc*- 
public of Texas, to emigrants who arrived in Texas pre¬ 
vious to the Declaration of Independence, and to volun¬ 
teers by way of bounty, and also the head rights under 
the old colonization laWfe, granted to volunteers who arrived 
in the country before the 1st of August, 1836; and the 
bounty lands granted to the heirs of deceased soldiers, who 
were in various actions. These are unconditional. 

3rd. The head rights of colonists who have arrived in 
the country at various periods since the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence. These are subject to conditions which have 
already been considered. 

4th. The titles to bounty lands issued to soldiers who 
were in various battles as heretofore mentioned. These are 
entailed on the original holder ibr life. 

5(h. The titles created by the issuing of Government 
scrip, which titles are absolute and unconditional. 


Towns. —Speculation has named a large number 
of prospective towns in Texas, some ^tined to be¬ 
come peopled and prosperous, othera to remain neg¬ 
lected or stationary. The following are tbe.pnncipal 
ones that have l^n establh^ed, miumerated i^^eo- 
graphical order from north-east to north-West:— 

ClarksviUe —county seat of Red Riyer ppunty. 

ShelbypiUe^m the Tenaha creek* county s^at af Shelby 
county. ^ 
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Milam —on tlio San Antonio road, betwetiu the Sabine 
and San Augustine—county seat of Sabine county. 

Sabiiu\ Belgrade^ Salem, mid Princetm—nes^ towns on 
the Sabine river. 

San Augustine is a considerable town, situated on the 
San Antonio road and the Ayish Bayon—seat of San Au¬ 
gustine county. 

Nacogdoches —the old Spanish tow'n sixty miles from the 
Sabine rivgr—county seat of Nacogdoches county. 

Ternn, Bevil Port, Zavala, Jasper, Menard, arid Beau¬ 
mont —new towns on the Neches and its tributaries. Jas¬ 
per is the seat of the county of the same name, and Beau¬ 
mont of Jefferson county. 

Sihine —at the mouth of the river of that name, has a 
custom-house. 

(Crockett —county seat of Houston county. 

Liberty (county seat of Liberty county), Swartwont, and 
Cincinnati, Franklin (seat of Robertson county), Geneva, 
Carolina, and Osceola —on the Trinity. Anahuac at the 
mouth of the Trinity. 

Galveston. —In 1836, there was hardly one arrival in 
a month of shipping at the j)ort. In 1837f there were but 
seven houses on the island. In May 1839, there were thirty 
sail of vessels in the harbour at one time; throe steamers 
])lying regularly between it and New Orleans, and the same 
number between it and Houston. A brig arrived from Bos¬ 
ton (a voyage of 3,000 miles), with 150 tons of ice, to cool 
the beverage of tiie citizens, and otherwise minister to their 
comfort. There were about 300 houses, sprinkled over a 
large surface, and a closely-packed population of more than 
2,000 souls. Two wharfs were in progress, and a pier and 
mole commenced. The public • buildings, which were, as 
might be expected, on a small scale, were a custom-house, 
court-house, gaol, commissariat and naval storehouse, mar¬ 
ket, magazine, armoury, arsenal, and hospital.. Two hotels 
were in existence, and three in progress. There were three 
large warehouses and fifteen retail stores, six licensed ta¬ 
verns and coffeehouses, two printing o(j[ices, reading rooms. 
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consul’s, lawyers’, iloclors’, noidrios public, and magisliates’ 
offices; clruggisfs’, confectioners', and fruit slorts, bakeries, 
slaughter and oyster houses, and shops occupied by carjien- 
ters, masons, painters ami glaziers, cement and wooden cis¬ 
tern makers, turners, cabinet makers, ship joiners and 
pliunbers, sail makers and riggers, tin and sheet iron ma¬ 
nufacturers, black-smiths, gun-smiths and arraoureiH, walcli 
and trinket menders, saddle and harness makei’s, cord- 
wainers, tailors, milliners and dressmakers, barbers; also 
boarding houses and private houses, and -several lumber 
yards, replete with materials to build more. 

As a fact illustrative of ilie “go-a-head” principle, 
1 was infoniied that the timber of a frame-house, 
containing 20,000 dollars’ worth of goods, had been 
growing in the State of Maine ninety days before. 

Galveston has been selected by the French govern¬ 
ment as a point of mail communication between 
France and America. Two principal lines are to 
be opened, by steam vessels of 450-horse power, 
to communicate with the West Indies, Cuba, and 
Brazil; and these are to be continued by tliree 
secondary lines, with steamers of 220-horse power. 
The first to Mexico, touching at Vera Cruz, Tampico, 
Galveston, and New Orleans. Galveston is the seat 
of county jurisdiction. 

Bolivar-—m Point Bolivar, opposite Galveston. 

Virginia, Austinia, San Leon, atid New Wmhiiigim — 
on the western shore of the Gidveston Bay. 

Lynchburg and Harrisburg —on Buffisdo Bayou. 

Houston (a coutfty seat)—situated at the head of navi¬ 
gation, on Bufialo Bayou, contained about 5,000 inhabitants 
in 1839, Little more than two years before, it was not in 
existence. 

Velasco and Qumtmoi^a/t the mouth of the Brazos; 
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lovvus of considerable importance and trade, and great 
of resort during the summer. 

Brazoria, Colvmbia^ Jlichmondy San Felipe de Avstm, 
and Washington —old towns on^ie Brazos, and places of 
trade for their respective vicinities. Brazoria, Kicliniond, 
Austin, and Washington are county seats. 

liolivnr and MonticeUo —new towns on the Brazos ; Bo¬ 
livar is at the western termination of the Galveston bay anti 
Brazos railroad. 

Lirerpool —on Chocolate Bayou; a central spot oft* the 
above-mentioned railroad. 

Tenoxtitlnn, NoA'hvtile, and Milam —on the Upper Bra¬ 
zos, at present inconsiderable towns. Nashville is a county 
seat. 

Calhoun —a now town, recently laid^oft* by the govern¬ 
ment, on the eastern end of Matagorda island. 

Palacios and Austin —two new towns on Half-moon 
point of Matagorda bay. They have the advantage of good 
water and a secure harbour. 

Matagorda —a considerable town at the mouth of the 
Colorado river. It has been a long time settled, and lias a 
good trade with the surrounding country. It is the county 
seat. 

Columbus, ha Orange, and Colot'ado city —towns on the 
Colorado, at about the head of navigation. Columbus is a 
county seat. 

Bastrop (a county seat)—on the Colorado, at the crossing 
of the San Antonio road, formerly known as the town of 
Mina. It is already of a respectable size. 

Austin —on the Colorado, thirty-seven miles above Bas¬ 
trop. Selected in April 1839 as the permanent seat of 
government. The site chosen by the commissioners has 
a front on th& Colorado river exceeding three miles in 
breadth. It contains 7,735 acres of l*nd, and cost the 
Republic 21,000 dollars, it being private property. Nearly 
the whole* front is a “ bluff,” with an elevation of from thirty 
to forty feet—-the termination of a prairie, comprising about 
2,000 acres, composed of a sandy loam, intersected by two 
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pure and perennial rivulets. About two miles distant from 
Austin are the mountainous breaks of the tabic lands, which 
are of limestone formation, and are covered to their sum¬ 
mits with live oak and d^varf cedar. The site was clioson 
with a view to its conimereial advantages. When a communi¬ 
cation shall be opened between Santa and the ports of 
Texas, and between the Hed River country and Matamoros, 
Austin will form the point of intersection to the two lines. 
On flbe 2iid of May, 1839, an agent and workmen left Hous¬ 
ton to lay otF the city, and construct houses for the reception 
of the government at its new seat. In October, the executive 
removed thither, and the next session of Congress was held 
there. 

I take the foUowing extract from Bonneirs Topo¬ 
graphy of Texas, a hook published in Austin, in the 
month of April 1840:— 

The public buildings are not elegant, but very com¬ 
fortable, and appropriate for a new government. Among 
them the President's house stands conspicuous. *It is situ¬ 
ated upon a hill, and has a very commanding prospect over 
almost every portion of the city, and a view of the moun¬ 
tains, and the beautiful and picturesque country upon the 
west side Of the river. The temporary capitol is situated 
upon another hill, about 300 yards from the President’s 
house. It is a large one-story frame building, very com¬ 
modious, and will answer all the purposes for which it was 
intended, until the government shall be able to erect a more 
elegant and costly building. 

** Congress has passed a law for the erection of a fire-proof 
building forthe use of the General Land Ofilce and the State 
Department It has been contracted for, and will doubtless 
be finished in the course of the summer. ’ 

** A large three-story brick hotel has beenocunmeneed, and 
is to be completed by the Mi of 1840. The buildings are 
generally of a much Wter description than are usually built 
in new countries, and the improvcmv^nt of the city has pro¬ 
gressed with a rapidity heretofore unknown, even in this 
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country. It contains about 400 houses and 1,200 inhabit¬ 
ants. A Presbyterian church has been commcnctjd, and I 
understand the Methodists have one under contract. I'he 
city contains two newspapers. * 

“ The Colorado opposite the city runs nearly east and west. 
Like tlie ancient city of Rome, Austin is built upon seven 
hills, and it is impo^ible to conceive of a more picturesque 
and lovely situation. The streets arp generally composed of 
gravel, which effectually protects them from mud at all 
seasons of the year. The gravel is generally composed of 
silex: but agate and cornelian of the finest quality are found 
in great abundance about the city. Here also arc found 
great varieties of marine shells, oysters, conch, and almost 
every variety which are found upon the sea shore.” 

Linville, Gox'a' Point, and Dimitfs Landing — new 
towns on the La Baca bay. 

Texan a —a considerable town near the junction of the La 
Baca and Navidad rivers. Texana is the seat of Jackson 
county. 

Victoria and Gonzalez —on the Guadalupe river, are old 
towns. The latter was destroyed by the enemy during the 
war, but is still inhabited. Both are seats of county juris¬ 
diction. 

Seguin is a new town on the Guadalupe, above Gon¬ 
zalez. 

Goliad-^9. county town, on the San Antonio river. 

-San dsttonio de Bexar —on the San Antonio river above 
the mouth of the Medina, A county seat. 

Avoca —a new town at the head springs of the San Anto¬ 
nio river, llie scenery around it is surpassingly beautiful. 

Refugio —a county seat on a tributary of Aransas Bay. 

Aransas —the port of entry for Aransas Bay, situated 
on Live Oak Point. This town is already one of much note, 
and has received a large share of public attention. It is 
very eligibly located, and has much trade with^Mexico. 

Lamar, Port Preston, and Copano —^the two former are 
new towns on Aransas Bay, the first on Point Lookout 
and the second on Melon Bay, a sm|dl arm of Aransas 
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Hay. Copaiio has long been a landing-place for goods 
de.stined for the inteiior. 

San Patricio —the (K)uiity seat ou the Nueces. 

Loredo —upon the. left bank of the Rio Grande and at the 
crossing of the San Antonio and Saltillo road, contains 
about 600 inhabitants, almost entirely Mexicans. A road 
runs up the bank of the Rio Grande to Santa Fe, and 
there are a considerable number of Mexican villages along 
the line. 

Sa7}ta F4 is the centre of an impoHant trade between 
Mexico and the United States. It stands on a vast green 
plain within lialf a mile of the mountains, and the low, 
inud-built houses present at a distance the appearance of a 
cluster of mole-hills. 

‘Mn the centre of the town,” says a late visitor of Santa 
Fe, is a square about 300 yards in extent, one side of 
which is occupied by public offices and military quarters, 
and the other three are used for shops for the sale of goods 
from the United States, which are chiefly vended by Ame¬ 
ricans. 

The apariments are of various lengtlis, but never ex¬ 
ceeding twenty feet in w'idth (the church alone is an ex¬ 
ception), and across the walls from side to side are stretched 
sometimes good hewn timber, sometimes nidc branches, 
according to the means of tlte btiilder. Over these is laid a 
thick covering of grass and straw, and, upon this, earth is 
piled from one to two feet deep, which forms the roof, A 
very pleasing effect is produced by the grass growing on the 
tops of the houses; and as all the dwellings are connected, 
it is not uncommon to see children chasing each other the 
whole length of a street along the house-tops. 

"" The interior of one of these mud-built houses, particu¬ 
larly when arranged with the assistance of American taste, 
ibnns a very comfiSrtable, and by no means inelegant -dwel¬ 
ling. In winter it is warm, in summer cool; and, in 
these respects, a Santa Pe dwelling is even preferable to 
an American brick or frabae''residence, in some of the 
better houses, you will find an apartment set apart as a 
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parlour, this invariably being also the sleeping-room; 
(luring the day the beds are folded close up to the walls, 
and covered with the handsome (sometimes really beautiful) 
Spanish blankets, forming a succession of sofas all around 
the room. The walls are well whitewashed, and papered 
only high enough to keep the wash from rubbing off upon 
your clothes, while mats and sometimes blankets are made 
to serve the use of carpets as well as table-cloths and bed¬ 
covers. These blankets arc the chief sign of wealth among 
the people, and their elegance and number form the pride 
of every housekeeper; the best of them are so closely woven 
that they can be used for holding water, and the bright 
colours that never fade are mingled through them generally 
with very tasteful and ingenious disposition.” 

Incorporated Towns.—G alveston, Houston, San 
Antonio do Bexar, Matagorda, Austin, and otlier 
leading towns of Texas, are incoqjorated, according 
to the municipal system of the United States. The 
powers conceded to the local authorities are exten¬ 
sive. There are chambers of commerce in Galves¬ 
ton, Houston, and Matagorda. 

The following rate of charges for transacting 
business was adopted by the Matagorda Chamber 
of Commerce on the 12th of November, 1839:— 

Dollarit. 

1. On all sales of foreign merchandise . • 7^ perci. 

2. On all sales of home produce . . 5 „ 

3. For guaranteeing sales . . . . 2j^„ 

4. On purchase and shipment of produce with 

funds in hand . . . . . 2^ „ 

f5. For collecting and remitting funds . .5 „ 

6. Purchase or sale of vessel , ». . 2]^ „ 

7. Procuring freights . . . . 5 „ 

8. Collecting freight bills, . . . • . 2^ „ 

9. Transacting vessefs business as agent, under 

fifty tons . . . . . 20 „ 

Ditto, fifty tons and over . • . . 30 „ 
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Pollara. 

10. On all disbursements . . . • . 2^^ per ct. 

11. Cash advances on produce^ with bill of 

lading . . . . . . . 2.]^ „ 

12. For cash advances made on goods in pos¬ 

session, for freights, &c. . * . 5 „ 

13. For storage on all goods consigned either 

for sale or forwarding—1st month . 5 c. foot.. 

Ditto, 2nd month. . . . . y, 

14. Commissions for receiving and forwarding 

goods . • . . . .5 c. foot. 

15. Commission for receiving and shipping 

cotton . . . . . . 25 c. bale. 

IG. All consignments of goods, wares, or mer¬ 
chandise, when withdrawn from the con¬ 
signee, must pay full commission on 
advances and responsibilities, and § per 
cent, on ihvoice value. 

Law and Medicine. —An act approved on tlie 
26tli of January 1839, regulates the admission and 
practice of attorneys and coimsellors-at-law. The 
profession is on the same footing generally as in the 
United States. The practitioner must be a citizen 
of the Republic, and make an open declmutioii on 
oath of fidelity to the Constitution and laws, and the 
interests of his clients. 

** Any person wishing to obtain licence to pmotiso law 
shall make application to the Judge of a District Court, or 
to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and on giving 
satisfactory and undoubted teetimomals of good r^utation 
for moral character and honest and hmiourable deportment, 
and that he is twenty-one years of age; if in vacation, the 
said Judge sh&ll proceed to the examination of such appli¬ 
cant, and, on being sactisfied of his legal attainments, the 
judge shall give to such applicant a certificate or licence, 
which shall expire af the next term of the court, at which 
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time the said judge shall appoint three distinguished 
lawyers, who shall, on a day set by the court, proceed in 
open court to examine the said applicant, and on their 
satisfaction of his legal qualifications, any two of them 
shall, on the morning of the next day, return to the clerk a 
certificate of the same; and thereupon the said judge shall 
order the clerk to give to said applicant a licence und(;r 
his hand and the seal of the court, to practise as an attorney 
and counsellor>at-law in all the courts of law and equity in 
this Republic.” 

Every person practising without a licence, to for¬ 
feit 500 dollars for every cause he undertakes. 

By an act of the 14th of December, 1837, tlie 
appointment of a board of Medical Censors was 
authorised, for regulating the practice of the profes¬ 
sion in the Republic. The board was empowered 
to examine applicants and to grant licences upon 
satisfactory evidence of qualification. Single mem¬ 
bers of tlie board might grant temporary licences 
at a charge uf 20 dollars each, until a meeting of the 
body afforded opportunity for examination. All 
moneys obtained for licences were to be appro- 
j)riated as the board might deem proper. 

The following scale of charges has been adopted 
by the Medical and Surgical Society of Houston :— 

Rate of Charges far Professional Services in Practice. 

When first called to a patient, the charge for one visit 
shall be five dollars. 

For every succeeding visit, three dollasSj. 

After nine o’clock, p. m., the charges for professional 
visits shall be doubled in all cases. * 

For visits out of the limits of the city, an extra charge of 
one dollar a mile during the day, and tw^o dollars a mile at 
night. * * 
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For a visit on consult at ion, the sum of twenty dollars 
shall he charged. For advice and prescription in the oftice, 
five dollars. 

For cases of such importance as to i-equire the attendanre 
of the physician a considerable length of time, an extra 
charge of three dollars per hour shall he made for such 
detention. 

For venesection, two dollars extra. 

For the extraction of a tooth, two dollars extra. 

For cupping, five dollars extra. 

The more important operations of surgery shall be 
charged according to the danger and difficulty attending 
the operation. 

When a visit is made to several individuals of the same 
family, a charge for only one visit shall be made, but an 
extra charge of one dollar for prescribing for each patient 
shall be allowed; provided, however, that when persons are 
not actual members of the family, but only in the employ,., 
this deduction will not be made.- 

For medicines furnished by the physician, a charge of 
fifty cents for every dose shall be made. 

Commeucial Position and Prospects of Texas. 

TIic geographical position of Texas is eminently 
favourable to the grow th and extension of a profit¬ 
able commerce. Its rivers and railway facilities 
will enable the traders and agriculturists of the inte¬ 
rior to forward to the coast all their disposable arti¬ 
cles cheaply and expeditiously, and, in addition to 
the European markets for cotton, peltries, and tim¬ 
ber,, they will have the United States, Mexico, Cuba, 
and the West Wdies to consume every description 
of surplus produce. 

Measures are now in progress for diverting tJie 
overland trade between the United States and 
Mexico to Texas ^ and these measures, which are of 
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great importance to England, will certainly effect 
their object. 

Ill the year 1825, the United States took the neces¬ 
sary steps for opening a trading coniraunication be¬ 
tween St. Louis in Missouri and Santa Fe in New 
Mexico. At the latter place, the traders from the 
north of Mexico meet the traders from the United 
States, to make an exchange of commodities; the 
former purchasing the manufactured articles of the 
latter with valuable peltries and gold and silver; to 
which, in the case of Texas, horses and cattle would 
be added. A considerable amount of specie reaches 
the United States in this way. Almonte estimated, 
the annual amount of this trade, in 1834, at above 
2,000,000 of dollars. Its importance 'is evident 
from the rgipid progress of St. Louis, at which the 
number of stearn-boat arrivals in 1839 was 1589. 

From St. Louis, in Missouri, to Santa Fe, the dis¬ 
tance is 1,200 miles, over a bad road, amidst numerous 
tribes of predatory Indians, by whom the traders 
are frequently attacked and robbed. With tlie 
larger caravans, the United States’ Government 
usually despatch an escort of cavalry : 200 dragoons 
were sent tor the protection of one body of traders in 
1839. Some of the goods are carried up the Mis¬ 
souri river to Independence, near the western fron¬ 
tier of the state of Missouri, whence they are con¬ 
veyed to their destination overland: others are ship¬ 
ped to Van Buren, a town far up the Arkansas river, 
near the jvestem line of the territory of Arkansas, 
from which there is a road to Santa Fe, about 800 
miles in length. 

There are two lines by which Tdxas can obtain 
VOL, ii. 2 E 
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TEXAS. 

* 

the command of this trade-—by opening one com¬ 
munication with Santa Fe, and another with the 
Presidio del Rio Grande. From Austin to Santa Fe, 
a road may easily be opened over a rich, rolling, well- 
watered country. There is already a road between 
Copano and San Antonio de Bexar, which only re¬ 
quires to be improved and continued to the Rio 
Grande, to secure an active trade with Durango and 
Chihuahua. The traffic would, ift a few years, 
attain a magnitude that would justify the investment 
of capital in railways. In tlie mean time, available 
roads may l)e opened at a trifling expense, such being 
the face of the country, except in the mountainous 
districts,. that little more is necessary than to mark 
the line of route, establish ferries, and throw bridges 
over the smaller streams. • 

The greater part of the goods for this trade arc 
purchased in Philadelphia, thence transported over 
land to Pittsburgh, shipped thence by steam-boat 
for St. Louis, thence conveyed in waggons to Santa 
Fe, where, to realise a profit, they must be sold at 
enormous prices. When Texas is in possession of 
the traffic, the requisite manufactures will be ship¬ 
ped to her ports in European vessels; thus securing 
lucrative employment to the ship-owners, merchants, 
and manufacturers of Europe. The French have 
made tempting overtures to the Texan Government, 
on condition of obtaining exclusive privileges in the 
trade, while ^ople in this country are echoing the 
calumnies of the pro-tarift* States of the American 
Union against Texas, and denouncing her attempts 
to raise the funds necessary to restore her depre¬ 
ciated currency, the direct efiectjpf which restoration 
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would be to open a new and highly productive field 
of enterprise to the capital and operative industry 
of Britain. 

Unless the grossest folly should govern the move¬ 
ments of both, the enjoyment of peace and pro¬ 
sperity by Texas will be productive of the most 
signal benefits to Mexico and England. The ener- 
gi(js of an enlightened people will show the Mexi¬ 
cans the value of the gifts which Nature has lavished 
upon their soil; by position and example that people 
will rescue them from the consequences of a bar¬ 
barous policy; and English manufactories—with 
the principles of free trade predominant—will sup¬ 
ply untaxcd clothing for the naked millions that 
have pined in hopeless indigence since the days of 
Cortez. 
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THE 

CONSTITUTION 

OF THfi 

MEXICAN UNITED STATES 


The Supreme Executive Power, provisionally appointed by 
the general Sovereign Congress of the Nation, to all who 
shall see these presents. Know, and understand. That the 
§ame Congress has decreed and sanctioned the following 

FEDERAL CONSTITUTION OP THE UNITED 
MEXICAN STATES. 

In the name df God, all powerful. Author and supreme 
Legislator of society. The general constituent Congress of 
the Mexican Nation, in the discharge of the duties con- 
fitletl to them by their constituents, in order to establish 
and fix its political Independence, establish find confirm its 
Liberty, and promote its prosperity and glory, decree as 
'follows: 

CONSTITUTION OP THE UNITED MEXICAN 

STATES. 

Title 1st. Only Section. —Of the Mexican Nation, its 
Territory and Religion. 

Article 1. The Mexican Nation is for ever free and 
independent of the Spanish Oovemment,*and every other 
power. 

2. Its Territory consists of that which was formerly 
called the vice-royaljfy of New Spain, that styled the cap¬ 
tain generalship of Tiicaton, that of the commandant ge¬ 
neralship formerly caUed the Internal Provinces of East 
and West, and that of Lower and Upplir California, with 
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the lands annexed^ and adjacent islands in both seas, lly 
a constitutional law^ a demarcation of the limits of the 
Federation will be made as soon as circumstances will 
permit, 

3. Tlu* Religion of the Mexican M^ion is, and will be 
perpetually, the Roman Catholic Apostolic. The Nation 
will [)rotcct it by wise and just laws, and prohibit the 
exercise of any other whatever. 

Title 2nd. Only Section. —Form of Goi^ernmcnt of the 

Nation^ of its integral parts ana division of Supreme 

Power. 

4. The Mexican Nation adopts for its Government the 
form of Republican reprtesontative, popular Federal. 

5. The parts of this Federation are the States and Ter- 
rilories as foUow8|^ &c.:— 

C). The supreme power of the Federation will be divided, 
for its exercise, into Legislative, Executive, and Judicial. 

Title 3rd. Section Power, of itx 

nature and tke mode of exercising it. 

7. The legislative power of the Federation shall be di.s- 
posed in a General Congress; this is to bfe divided into two 
houses, one of Deputies (Representatives), and the other of 
Senators. 

Section 2nd.— <y tke0Ouse of Representatives. 

8. The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
representatives elected totally every two years, by the 
citizens of the States. 

9. The qualifications of tliie electors shall be constitution¬ 
ally prescribed by the Legislatures of the States ; to whom, 
likewise, aiqiertains the regulation of the elections, in con¬ 
formity with the principles established by this Constitution. 

10. The general basis for ^he dpjpbintment of representa¬ 
tives shall be the populatioUv 

11. For evei^ 80,000 souls one representative shall be 
appointed, or for a fraction which passes 40,000. The 
State which may not contain l^is population shall, notwith¬ 
standing, appoint one representative. 

12. A census of the whole ^Ffderation, ^ich shall be 
formed in five ye|r8 and renewed every ten, shall serve to 
designate the number of Deputies corresponding to each 
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State; and in the mean time it shall be regulated agree* 
ably to the basis established in the former Article, by the 
census which governed in the election of Deputies in the 
present Congress. 

13. In the same manner shah be elected in each State 
the necessary numl^er of supernumerary representatives, in 
the ratio of one for every three full representatives, or for 
a fraction amounting to two; the States which may contain 
less than three full representatives shall elect one super¬ 
numerary. 

14. The Territory which may contain more than 40,000 
inhabitants shall appoint a full representative and one su- 
])ernunierary, who shall have a voice and vote in the for¬ 
mation of laws and decrees. 

15. The Territory which may not contain the foregoing 
number of pojmlation shall appoint one full representative 
and one supernumerary, who shall be entitled to a voice in 
all matters. The election of Representatives for the Ter¬ 
ritories shall be regulated by a special law. 

10. In every State and Territory of the Federation, the 
appointment of Representatives sliall be matle on the first 
Sunday in October previous to its renovation. The election 
to b(' indirect. 

17. The election of Representatives concluded, the 
electoral College shall remit through their President to the 
Council of Government a legal return of the election, and 
notify the elected of their appointment by an official letter, 
which shall serve as a credential of election. 

18. The President of the Council of Government shall 
give to the returns, referred to in the preceding Article, the 
direction prescribed by the regulations of said Council. 

19. To be a Repmsentative it is required—First, To be 
at the time of the election, twenty-five years of age, com¬ 
plete. Second, to have been a resident of the St ate, from 
which elected, at least two years, or born in the State, 
although a resident in another* 

20. Those not born in . the Territory of the Mexican 
Nation, to be Representatives, mt)[$t h^ve, besides eight 
years’ residence in it, 8000 dollars of real estate in any part 
of the I^public, or an occupation that products them 1000 
dollars per year. 

21. Excej^ons to the foregoing Article-i-First, Those 
born in any other part uf America, that in 1810 appertained 
to Spain, and has not united itself to* another nation, nor 
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remains subject to t)ie former, to whom three years* resi¬ 
dence in llie Territory of the Federation is sufficient, in 
addition to the requisites prescril>ed in the 19th Article. 
Second, for the military not born in the .Territory of the Re¬ 
public, who, with arms, sustained the independence of the 
country, eight years’ residence, complete, is sutCcieut, and 
the requisites prescribed in tlie 19th Article. 

22. In the election of Representa:tives, actual residence 
.shall have preference over birth and non-residence. 

23. Those cannot be Representatives—^ First, Those 
deprived or suspended from the rights of citizenship. 
Second, The President and Vice-President of the Federa¬ 
tion. Third, The members of thfj,Supreme Judicial Court. 
Fourth, Secretaries of the Cabinet ai:^ the officers of their 
departments. Fifth, Those employed in the Treasury, 
whose functions extend over the whole Federation. Sixth, 
(Jovernors of States and Territories, Cblmmandant Generals, 
Archbishops and Bishops, Governors of Archbishoprics and 
Bishoprics, Provisors and Vicar Generals, Circuit, Judges, 
Commissary Generals of■ treasury and w'ar, for the Slates 
and Territories over which they exerci^ their functions. 

24. In order that ^ny persons enumerated in the fore¬ 

going Article may ^ eligible, it is necessai^ they should 
have ceased their functions six months previous to their 
election. - . , , 


I 

Section ihe Senate. 

25. The Senate shall be ebn^posed of two Senators from 

each State, elected by an absqlute majority of the votes 
of the Legislatures, and renewed % one-half every two 
years. • 

26. The seats of the Sonatbre ap]^ialed in the second 
place, she.!! be vacated in two ye^a, .^nd the first appointed 
in four yearn, and'so on in successiph., , 

2T. When a vaca^^’^purs bV death, resignation, or 
other cause, it shall be thc..^vrespondin^ Legisla¬ 

ture in session; i^not, ali'sbb]^ as 

2S. To be a l^natbr, it il^;^iib^ssary:!to possess all the 
qualification^ required by tlie^fQrmt|^ Section to be a Re- 
pi^sentative, and moreover,, be ^t the time of election 
thirty years of age. . / 

29. No person can be a Senal^'wW is disq^liffed from 
being a Representative. / , 
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30. Ill ^ elccrion of Senators, I he 22d Article shall ^ 
also govern. 

31. When I ho same individual is elected for a Senator 
and Representative^ the first election shall have the pre¬ 
ference. 

32. The periodical election of Senators shall be made in 
all the States on the same day, which shall be the first day 
of Sept(‘inbcr previous to the renewal of half the Senators, 

33. I'he election of Senators concluded, the Legislature 
sliall remit a legal return through their President to the 
President of the Council of Government; and notify the 
elected of their appointment, by means of an olficial letter, 
which shall serve them as credentials. I'he Presiilent of 
the Council of Government shall give the direction to these 
retiirus, indicated in the 18th Article. 

Suction 4th. — Of the Indwidi/Lalpuiictionstofboth Houses, 
and Prerogatives of their Members. 

34. Each House in its preparatory meeting, and in every 
thing appertaining to its government, shall follow the rule 
formed by the present ^ngresis; provided that amend- 
meiiis may be made to them in future, should both Houses 
consider it necessary. 

35. Each House shall judge of the elections of its re- 
s[)eclivc members, and resolve all doubts which may occur 
in them. 

36. The Houses cannot’Open their sessions without the 
presence of more than the half of the total number of their 
members; but those present Of one and the other nfust 

^ unite on the day appointed for the regulation of the in¬ 
ternal government of each; and respectively compel the at¬ 
tendance of the absentees,, under the penalties prescribed by 
tlic law. 

37. The Houses will communicate with one another, and 
with the Supreme Executive Power, by means of their re¬ 
spective Secretaries, or by mehns' of deputations. 

38. Either of the two HOUsei'^ay sit as Grand Jurors, 
on accusations. First; against the' President ot the Fede¬ 
ration, for the crime ctf 'Wasdn against the National Inde¬ 
pendency or the eStablii%!d form of Govermneut, or for 
subornation or bribery during the time of his service. 
Second, a|so, against the President, for acts manifestly in¬ 
tended to itniiede the election of President, Senators, or 
Representatives, or to prevent them from entering on the 
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exercist' of ihcir duties in the manner prescribed in this 
Constitution, or to deprive the Chambers of the use of any 
of the powers constitutionally vested in them. Third, 
against the members of the Supreme Court and the Secre¬ 
taries of the departments, for any crime committed during 
the time of their service. Fourth, against the Grovernors of 
the States, for infractions on the Federal Constitution, laws 
of the Union, or orders of the President of the Federation, 
which may not be manifestly contrary to the Constitution 
and general laws of the Union, and likewise by the pub¬ 
lication of laws and decrees of the Legislatures of their 
respective Stales, contrary to the same constitution and 
laws, 

•39. The House of Represeniatives will exclusively form 
a Grand Jury, when the President or his ministers may be 
accused of acts in which the Sengte or the Council of Go¬ 
vernment have concurred by reason of its attributions. I'lic 
House will, in the same manner, serve as a Grand Jury, in 
cases of accusation against the Vice«>President for any 
oflTence committed during the term of his service. 

40. The House, before which has been made the accu¬ 
sations of the individual spoken of in the two preceding 
articles, will form itself in a Grand Juryand if it is de¬ 
clared, by the vote of tW'O-thirds of the members present, 
that there is cause of acetmtion, the functions of the accused 
shall be suspended, and he shall be placed at the disposition 
of the competent tribunal. 

41. Any Representative or Senator can make any pro¬ 

positions in writing, or present presets of a law or decree 
in his respective chamber. , 

42. The Representatives and Senators sha)ft Be inviolable 
for the opinions manifested Jn the disicharge df their duties, 
and never can be called to aotount foT them.'' 

43. In all criminal prosequli^ instituted against Sena¬ 
tors or Representatives, froin[:t3fe rime of their election until 
two months after the expiration^ their term of stirvice, the 
former shkil be ^used before fhd; Chamber of the latter, 
and the latter before that of the former; each Chamber 
composing a Grand Jury reisqaectively for this object. 

44. If the Chamber sitting as a Grand Jury, in the cases 
referred to in the last Article, declare by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present, that there is cause for accusation, 
the accused shall be suspended, and placed at the disposi¬ 
tion of the competent tribunal. 
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45. The emoluments of the Representatives and Senators 
shall be determined by law, and paid from the general 
treasury of the Federation. 

46. Eacli House, and also the meetings spoken of in the 
36th Article, shall have power to deliver such orders as 
they may deem necessary to carry their resolutions into 
effect, issued by virtue «f the functions granted to each by 
the 35th, 36th, 39t.h, 40th, 44th, and 45th Articles of the 
Constitution, and the President of the United States shall 
cause them to be executed without making any observations 
upon them. 

Section 5 .—OftJie Faculties of the General Congress. 

47. Eveiy resolution of the general Congress shall have 
the character of a law or decree. 

IS. The resolutions of the general Congress, to be enti¬ 
tled to the force of law or decree, must be signed by the 
President, except in cases otherwise provided in this Con¬ 
stitution. 

49. I’lie laws and decrees which emanate from the ge¬ 
neral (’ongress shall have for ol^t-—First, to sustain the 
National Independence, and p^^de for the national se¬ 
curity and jireservation of its exterior relations. Second, 
to pi’eserve the Fedcml Union of the States, and the peace 
and public order of the interior of the Federation. Third, 
to maintain the independence of the States amongst them¬ 
selves, in all that relates to their interior government, in 
conformity to the Constitutional Act, and this Constitution. 
Fourth, to sustain the proportional equality of obligations 
and rights, which the States are entitled to before the law. 

50. The exclusive faiculties of the general Congress arc 
the following:—First, prmnote education, assuring for a* 
limited time exclusive rights to authors for their respective 
works; establishing Colleges for marine, artillery, and en¬ 
gineers ; erecting one' or’ more establishments in which arc 
to be taught natural, political, and moral sciences, noble 
arts, and the languages, without prejudice to the power 
which the Legislatures have to regulate public education in 
their respective States. Second, promote the general pros¬ 
perity, hy opening and improving roads and canals, without 
impeding the States in the improvement of theirs; esta¬ 
blishing mails atid post-oiBces, and securing for a limited 
time exclusive right to the inventors, improvers, or in¬ 
troducers of any branch of industry, •for their respective 
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inventions^ improvements, or new introductions. Third, pro¬ 
tect and regulale the political liberty of the press, in order 
that its exercise may never be suspended, and much less 
abolished, in any of the States and Territories of the Fede¬ 
ration. Fourth, admit new States to the Federal Union or 
Territories, incorporating them in the- Nation. Fifth, re¬ 
gulate definitively the limits of the J^te.S, when they cannot 
agree among themselves about' the deniarcation of their 
respective districts. Sixth, form States out of Territories, 
or unite them to those already existing. Seventh, unite two 
or more Stales, by a petition of their Legislatures, to form 
one only, or form a new one from the limits of those that 
already exist, with the approbadoti of three-fourths of the 
nunnbers present of both Hc'uses, and a ratification of an 
equal number of the Legillatuihs of the other Slates of the 
Union. Eighth, fix the general expenses, establish the 
necessary contributions to cover them, regulate their collec¬ 
tion, determine the inversion, and take annually accounts 
thereof from the Government. Ninth, contract debts upon 
the credit of the Federation, and designate guarantees to 
cover them. Tenth, ac|||owledgc the National debt, and 
designate means for its cra^lidation and payment. Eleventh, 
regulate the commerce with foreign nations, and among the 
dilTerent states vand tribes of Indians. Twelfth, give in¬ 
structions to celebrate covenants with the Apostolic Chair, 
approve them for their ratification, and regulate the exercise 
of the patronage in all parts of the Nation. Thirteenth, 
approve treaties of peace, alliance, fiidnd.ship, federation, 
armed neutrality, and whatsoever others which the Pre¬ 
sident of the iJnited States may celebrate with foreign 
powers. Foui’teenth, to establi^ all *kmd8 of ^rts, custom • 
blouses, and designate their locations. FifteetiAb, determine 
and regulate the w«ght, standard, vAliie, ty^ and denomi¬ 
nation of money in id) the States of the F^^ration, and 
adopt a general system of w^ghte andin^ums. Sixteenth, 
declare war after examining dd^ prescribed by the 
President of the Unit^ Suites.) Seyts^nteenth, form regu¬ 
lations relative to*gramlhg i 0 d!i^ and reprisal, 

and to declare good or 1^ by «M 9 a and land. 

Eighteenth, designate the ai;n^ :^roe of^ea imd jand, fix 
the respective quota of meh'm'i^h State, and give orders 
and regulations for their otgali^a^iion and service. Nine¬ 
teenth, form regulations to^i^gabixe, arm^ and discipline 
the local militia of the State, reserving to each one the ap- 
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pointment of their respective officers, and the faculty of 
training t-hem conformably to the discipline prescribed by 
said regulations. Twentieth, to grant or deny the entrance of 
foreign troops into the Territory of the Federation. Twent y 
first, permit or not the station of squadrons of any other 
power, for more than one month, in the Mexican ports. 
Twenty-second, permit'-or not the departure of National 
troops without the limits of the Federation. Twenty-third, 
create or suppress public offices of the Federation, desig¬ 
nate, augment or diminish tlieir emoluments and pensions. 
Twenty-fourth, grant premiums and recompenses to cor¬ 
porations or persons who have rendered important services 
to the Republic, and decree public honours to the ])osthu- 
mous memory of great men. Twenty-fifth, grant, amnesty 
or pardon for crimes, the cognizance of which appertains to 
the tribunal of the Federation, in the cases and with the 
j)revious requirements proscribed by law. Twenty-sixth, 
to establish a general law of naturalization. Twenty- 
seventh, to give uniform laws in every State on the subject 
of bankruptcies. Twenty-eighth, to select a place to serve 
as a residence for the Supreme Powers of the Federation, 
and exercise within its limits the attributions of the legis¬ 
lative powers of the State. I’wenty-uiuth, to change such 
residence when they may deem it necessary. Thirtieth, 
give laws and decrees for the regulation of the interior ad¬ 
ministration of the Territories. Thirty-first, dictate all the 
laws and decrees that may be conducive to fulfil the object 
spoken of in the 49th Article, without" interfering with the 
interior administration of the State. 

Section 6th. —Formation of the Laws. 

51. The formation of laws and decrees can proceed in¬ 

discriminately from either of the two Houses, with the ex¬ 
ception of those which arise from, contributions or imposts, 
which cannot have ^origin except in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. ' ^ - 

52. There shall be considered as hicipients of law or 
decree—First, the pr^siti^s yi^^ch the President of the 
United Mexican States i^y deeth conducive to the gtmeral 
good of jiOoiety; and as itich,t particularly recc^mmend them 
to the House of Representative^. Second, the propositions 
or plans of laws or decrees; which the Legislatures may 
direct to either House. , 

53. All projects of a law or decree,•without any excep* 
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tion, shall bo successively discussed in both Houses, observ¬ 
ing in each with exactitude the rules relative to the form of 
debates, interval and mode of procewling in discussing and 
voting. 

54. The projects of a law or decree rejected in the House 
where it originated, before being sent to the other Houses 
shall not be renewed in the same House, by its members 
in the sessions of that year, but must remain until the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

55. If tlie project of a law or decree, after having been 
debated, should be approved by the absolute majority of 
the members present of both Houses, it shall be passed to the 
President of the United States, who also, if he approve it, 
shall sign and publish it, and if not, return it, with his ob¬ 
servations, within the term of ten days (Sundays and solemn 
festivals excepted), to the House of its origin. 

56. The project of a law or decree, rctunied by the Pre¬ 
sident in conformity with the preceding Article, shall be a 
second time discussed in the two. Houses. If in both of 
these it should be approved by two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall he a^in returned to the President, who, 
without excuse, must sign and publish it; but if it was not 
approved by the vote of two-thirds of both Houses, it cannot 
be renewed in either of them until the next year. 

57. If the President does not r^urn any project of a law 
or decree within the time prescribed in the 55th Article, it 
shall, from that circumstance, be consklered as sanctioned, 
and as such shall be promulgated, unless in the mean time 
the session of Congress should be closed or suspended, in 
which case the return must be made on the first day in 
which Congress shall be re-assembied. 

58. The project of a law or decree, totally rejected for 
the first time by the House to which it has been sent, shall 
be returned with their observations to the one in which it 
originated: if after a re-examination the said House shall 
again approve of it by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present, it shall be sent a second time to the House that 
rejected it, vr^ cannot a second time reject it without the 
concurrence of two-4hirds of the members present. 

59. The projects'of a law or decree, approved qf after a 
second revision^^by two-thirds of the members of the House 
where it orimnated; and not rejeeted by two*thirds of the 
members of the other House, shall be sent to the President, 
who shall sign anft publish it, or return it within ten days 
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(Sundays, &c. excepted) to the House whore it originated, 
^ith his observations. 

60. The project of a law or decree, which, according to 
the foregoing Article, the President returned to the House 
of its origin, shall be again taken into consideration, and 
if thLs approve it by a vote of two-thirds of the members 
present, and the revising body does not reject, by an equal 
number of its members, it shall be returned to the President, 
who must publish it. But if it was not approved by tho 
vote of two-thirds of tlie House of its origin, or was rejected 
by an equal number of the revising body, it cannot be re- 
new'ed until the ordinary subsequent sessions. 

61. In the event of the ejection a second time of the 
•“revising body, in conformity with the 58th Article, the pro¬ 
ject shall be considered rejected, and cannot be reconsidered 
until the following year. 

62. In the amendments which the revising body make to 
any project of a law or decree, there shall be observed the 
same formalities required before the project of a law can b(! 
sent to the President. 

63. The parts of a project of a law or decree rejected for 
the first time by the revising body, shall take the same 
course as those totally rejected by it for the first time. 

64. In the'interpretation, modification, or revocation of 
the laws or decrees, the same requisites shall be observed 
which are prescribed for their formation. 

65. All resolutions of the general Congress communi¬ 
cated to the President of the Republic, must be signed by 
the President of both Houses and by a Secretary of each 
one of them. 

60. For the formation of every law or decree, it is neces¬ 
sary that an absolute majority of all the members of each 
House should be present in their respective Houses. 

Section 7th. — Of the timej duration, andijlnce of the 
Sessions of the General Congress. 

67. The General Congress shall meet»every year on the 
first day of January at the place designated by law; its 
internal piles shall prescribe the previous forms necessary 
at the opening of its sessions, and the formalities which are 
to be observed at its installation. 

68. The President of the Federation shall assist at the 
installation, and pronounce a discourse analogous to this 
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important act, anti tho ptTson who presides in Congress 
shall answer it in general tt'rms. ^ * 

69. Tho ordinary sessions of Congress shall be tlaily, 
without any other interruption than that of the tlays of 
solemn festival; and in order to adjourn for more than thrt'o 
days, the consent of both Houses shall be neccssfiry. 

^0. Both Houses shall reside in the same place, and 
cannot move to another, xvithout first agreeing on the re¬ 
moval, the time and manner of effecting it, designating the 
same point, for the reunion of one and the other. But if 
they agree on a removal, and differ as to the time, mode, 
and place, the President of the States shall determine the 
difference, electing one of those in question. 

71. The Congress shall close its sessions annually on the 
15th day of April, with the same formalities as are prescribed 
for its opening, proroguing the session thirty days (Sundays 
and solemn festivals excepted) when they mviy deem it 
necessary, or when the President of the Federation re¬ 
quires it. 

72. When the General Congress is assembled for e.vtra- 
ordinary sesssions, it shall be formed of the same Tlepresen- 
tatives and Senators as the ordinary sessions of that year, 
and shall occupy itself exclusively on the object or objects 
for which it was convened; hut if these should not be com¬ 
pleted on the day in which the ordinary sessions are to com¬ 
mence, the extraordinary sessions shall cease, and the 
subject pending shall be determined by Congress in said 
ordina^ sessions. 

73. The resolutions that the Congress takes relative to the 
removal, suspension, or prorogattpn of their sessions, 
agreeably to the three preceding Articles, shall be communi¬ 
cated to the President, who shall cause them to be executwl 
without making any observations upon them. 

I’lTLE 4th. Section Ist,. —Of the Snprme Erecutwr, 
Power of the Natim. 

74. The supreqje executiire jxiwer of the F<xlcratioii shall 
be deposited in one individual, who shall he styled Presi¬ 
dent of the yinited Mexican States. 

7fi' There shall likewise be a Vice-President, on whom 
will devolve the faculties and prerogatives <^ ;the President, 
in case of his phy.sical or mor^ inability to serve. 

76. To be President or Vice-President, it is required to 
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he a Mexican citizen by birth, ihirty-five j'earf! of age the 
time of the election, and to be a resident in the country. 

77. The President cannot be re-elected for this office, 
until after four years are passed from the time of his retire¬ 
ment. 

78. ITe that is elected President or Vice President of 
llie Republic, shall accept these offices in preference to any 
others. 

70. The first day of September, anterior to the year in 
which the new President must €*nter on the exercise of his 
dutie.s, the Legislatures of each, state shall elect by an 
absolute majority of votes two individuals, one of which, at 
least, must not be a native of the State that elects. 

SiO. The voting concluded, the Legislatures .shall remit 
to the President of the Council of Government, a legal re- 
turn of the election, in order that he may give it I lie course 
designated by the rules of the Council. 

81. The sixth of January afterwards, the said returns 
shall be read in prestuiee of both Houses united, provided 
those of three-fourths of the Legislatures of the States have 
been received. 

82. The reading of the said retii:'n.s concluded, tlie Sena¬ 
tors shall retire, and a committee appointed by the House 
of Representatives, and composed of one for etich Stale of 
those that have representatives present, shall revise them 
and render an account of the result. 

83. The House shall then proceed to class the elections 
and enumerate the votes. 

84. He who has an absolute majority of the votes of all 
the Legislatures shall be the President. 

85. If two should have said majority, he shall be Presi¬ 
dent M'ho has the most votes, and the other the Vice Presi¬ 
dent. In case of a’ tie with said majority, the House of 
Representatives shall elect one of the two for President aiul 
the other shall be Vice President. 

86. If no one should have the absolute majority of the 

votes of the Legislatures, the House of Keprosentativos 
shall elect the President and Vice President, choosing in 
each election, one of the two who had the greatest number of 
suffrages. • • 

87. W^hen more than two individuals have a respective 
majority and equal number of votes, the House shall choose 
from them the President or Vice President as the case may 
be. 
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88. If one Ijas received the respective majority, and two 
or more have an equal number of suffrages, but greater tlian 
the others, the House shall elect from among those who 
have the greatest number of votes. 

89. If all have an equal number of votes, the House shall 
elect from among them all the President and Vice Presi¬ 
dent, doing the same when one has a number of sudrages 
and the others an equal number. 

90. If there should be a tic upon the voting of the class¬ 
ing of the elutions made by the Legislatures, the vote slmll 
be repeated once, and if it should result in a tie, shall de¬ 
cide it by lot. 

91. In the competitions between tiiree or more that have 
an equal number of votes, the voting shall be directed to the 
reduction of the competitors to two or one, in order that in 
die election he may contend with the other, that may have 
obtained a relative majority over all the others. 

92. For a general rule in voting relative to tlie election 
of President and Vico President, they shall not refer to lots 
before having made a second vote. 

93* The voting on classifications of elections made by the 
Legislatures, and on those made by the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives for President and Vice Preskleiit, shall be made 
by States, the representation of each one having a single 
vote, and in order that there may be a decision in the House, 
it must contain an absolute majority of dte votes. 

94. In or^r to deliberate Cn the objects contained in the 
foregoing Article, there must be unitta in the House more 
than the half of tbe total number of its mendiers, and be 
present representatives from throe^fburths of th^ States. 

Section 2d.— Durdtim of jke ofiee of President and 

Vice President^ maatner if ffUn^. ihe pacancies of both, 

and thnr oaih^ 

95. Tlie President and Vice President of the Federation 
shall enter upon the discharge of their duties on the first of 
April, and shall; be replac^ pecisely on the same day every 
four years by n new eonsthiib^nal election. 

96. If for any motive^ the eMioas of President and 
Vice-Presidmt are not made;nt;4. jj^.ubMahed by the first of 
April, when they ought to;tahe4beir le|M^ or those elected 
should not immediately enter, upon the; discharge of their 
duties, neverthdiess, the former ones shall go out of office 
the same day, and the supreme executive power shall be 
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tlt'posited, provisionally, in a President, 1 hat sliail he iloctetl 
by the House of Representatives, voting by States. 

97. In case the President should be indisj)oscd, tiieulho 
provisions in the preceding Article shall have effect, and it' 
both should bo at the same time, and Congress not being in 
session, the supreme Executive Power shall be deposited in 
the hands of the Chief Justice of the Sirpremo Court, an<l 
two individuals that sliall beelected, by aii absolute plurality 
of votes by the Council of Government; these are not to be 
members of the general Congress, and are to have lh« 
qualities requisite to be a President of the Federation, 

98. Until the elections are made to which the preceding 
Articles allude, the Chief Justice of the Supi*enie Court shall 
he charged wdth the Supreme Executive rower. 

99. In ca'ie of the perpetual inability of the President and 
Vice President to serve, Congress, or in its recess, the 
Council of Government, will respectively provide according 
to Articles 96 and 97, and so dispose that the Legislatures 
proccetl to the (glection of President and Vice-President, 
according to the forms prescribed by the Constitution. 

100. The elections of President and Vice President, 
made by the Legislatures in consequence of the perpetual 
inability of those to serve who had been elected for these 
offices, shall not im{)ede the ordinary elections the first of 
September every four years. 

101. The President and Vice President newly elected, 
must be on the first day of April, in the place where t he 
supreme powers of the Federation reside; and before both 
Houses assembled, swear to observe the duties imposed on 
them under the following form:— 

“ I. N-—, Elected President (or Vice President) of the 
United Mexican States, swear before God and the Holy 
Evangelists, that 1 will exercise faithfully the charge the 
same U. S. have confided in me, aud that I will keep, and 
cause to be kept exactly, the Constitution and general laws 
of the Federation,” 

102. If neither-the PresidM*t br Vice President present 
themselves to swear as the pri^ceding Article^provides, and the 
sessions of Congress being' bpCn, they shall swear before the 
Council of Government as soon as each one presents himself. 

103. If the Vie© President takes the ottth prescribed in 
Article 101, before the President, he shall enter immedi¬ 
ately on the discharge of the duties of President until he shall 
have sworn. 


2 F 2 
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104. 'I’ho Presi(}ent and Vice President constitutionally 
appointed according to Article 99, and those individuals 
provisionally appointed to exercise the charge of President, 
according to Articles 96 and 97, shall be sworn as prescribed 
in Article 101, before both Houses, if assembled, if not, 
before the Council of (Toveniincut, 

Section 3d .—Of the prerogatives of the fWsident and 

Pice l^esidenU 

105. The President has the power to lay before Con¬ 
gress such propositions or amendments of laws as he may 
deem conducive to the general good, directing them to the 
house of Representatives. 

106. The President has the power once iu the space of 
ten days fSimdays and solemn festivals excepted) to make 
observations upon the laws and decrees passed to him by 
Congress, suspending their publication until the ri'solution of 
Congress, except in the cases mentioned in this Coiisfitutioii. 

107. The President, during the lime of his adminislralion, 
cannot be accused, except l^lbre either of^hc Houses, and 
only in crimes alluded to in Article 38, committed iu the 
time therein expressed. 

108. Within one year from the day on ivhieh the Pre¬ 
sident ceases his functions, he cannot be acciised except 
before one of the Houses for crimes alluded to in Article 3S, 
or any others committed during the term of his administra¬ 
tion, after this he canpot be accused for those crimes. 

109. The Vice President, during the four years of his 
administration, cannot be accused except before the House 
of Representatives, for whatever crime he commits during 
the time of his administration. 

Section 4th .—Attributions of the President and the 
restrictions-of his fmulties. 

110. The attributions of the President are the following: 
First, to, publish, circulate, and cause to be kept the laws 
and decrees of the general Congress. Second, to give rules, 
and decrees, and orders for the better observance of the 
Constitution, t^toytiohal act and general laws. Third, 
to put into execution t^ie. laws and .decrees directed to pre¬ 
serve the iute^rit^..or tlio.lFeder^lfoh, and to feustain its 
independence in its exterior/with its union and 
liberty in its interior. Fourth, to /munhjand fehiove freely. 
Secretaries of iho/ Apartments. Pifth, to direct the' col¬ 
lection of, and decree the inversion of gehelM contribii- 
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tioiis agreeably to the laws. Sixth, to name the officers of 
the Treasury department, and those of the commissary 
generals, diplomatic miiii.sters, and consuls, colonels and 
other superior officers of the permanent army, active militia 
and navy, with the approbation of the Senate, and should it 
not be in session, with the Council of Government. Seventli, 
to na>ue all other officers of the permanent army, navy, and 
active militia, and officers of the Federation, conformably to 
the laws. Eighth, to appoint, after previous recommenda¬ 
tion from the Supreme Court, Judges and Attorney Gene¬ 
rals of the circuit and district. Ninth, to grant discharges 
□i!(i licenses, and regulate military pensions according to 
lav^. Tenth, to dispose of the permanent armed force by 
sea-and land, and the active militia for the security of the 
interior and defence of the exterior of the Federation. 
Elo>enth. to dispose of the local militia for the same pur¬ 
poses, hut to take them out of their respective States or 
4erritories, it will re(|uire the previous consent of Con¬ 
gress, who will a-lso designate the force necessary. Should 
C^Jngress not be assembled, the consent of the Council of 
Government will be necessary', and who will also designate 
the number. Twelfth, to declare war in the name of the 
United Mexican States, after a previous decree of Congress 
to that effect, and to grant commissions to privateers in con¬ 
formity with the laws. Thirteenth, to celebrate covenants 
with the Apostolic Chair, as designated in clause 12th of 
Article 50. Fourteenth, to direct diplomatic iiegociations, 
and to celebrate treaties of peace, amity, alliance, truce, 
federation, armed neutrality, commerce, and all others, but 
to give or deny the ratification of any of them, requires the 
aj)probation of the general Congress. Fifteenth, to receive 
ministers and other envoys from foreign nations. Sixteenth, 
to n'quest Congress to prorogue tlieir sessions for thirty 
days, (Sundays, &c. excepted.) Seventeenth, to assemble 
Congress for extraordinary sessions, as he may deem the 
case nect'ssary, by the consent of two thirds of the Council 
of Goveriinicnt present. Eightseenth, also to assemble an 
extraordinary session of Congress, when the Council of Go¬ 
vernment shall deem it necessary, and the vote of two-thirds 
of the mejnhers present is given to that effect. Nineteenth, 
to see tiiat justice is promptly and ^mpartial^;5^admmistered 
by tlic Supreme Courts, Tribunals, and inferior courts of the 
Federation, and that their sentences be executed according 
to law. Twentieth, to suspend from theit employments, for 
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the space of three months, and deprive one-half of tlieir 
pay for the same time, all ofHcers belonging to tiie Fc*dera- 
tion, violators of its orders and decrees; and should there be 
cause for a prosecution against such officers, he shall place 
the subject before its proper tribunal. Twenty-firet, to ^rant 
the passage, or retain the decrees of the Ecclesiastical Coun¬ 
cils, Pontifical Bulls, Briefs and Rescripts, with the con¬ 
sent of the general Congress, if they contain general dispo¬ 
sitions to be laid before the Senate, or in its recess, before the 
Council of Government, if containing governmental business, 
and before the Supreme Court of Justice, if it is a subject 
of litigation. 

111. The President, in publiihi^laws and decrees, shall 
use the following form: Tho I^esident of the United 
Mexican States, to the inhabitants Of ihe Republic. Sh,ow!, 
that the general Congress have decreed the following: 
(here the subject:) The^^fore, I command that it Iw printed, 
published, and circulated, and that due compliance be 
given it” . ^ 

] 12. The restrictions of the faculties of ^ho President are 
the following: First the President canhot take command of 
forces by sea or land in perwn* without the previous 
consent of the general Congre^ or should it not be in 
session, without the Counei} ^vemment* by a vote of 
two-thirds of the members jp'reaent When be takes the 
command with theeje requht|^, ^e Vice-President shall 
administer the Gove^hmept Serotid, the Prerident has not 
the right to deprive any one of hie liberty, nor inflict pu¬ 
nishment oh any individual; but when the safety of the 
Federation rej^uires it, he can ftn^t ahy |K5i^n, provided 
he places tbw person arrested, witiiin forty-eight hours, at the 
disposition of t he competent judge or tribunal. Third, the 
President cannot occupy the property of any individual or 
corporation, or disturb the fKrfwessissii ^ benefit of it; 
and should it bp n^esSary for the p^llc good, to take the 
property individual or hoi^ra^6h,it will require the 
ajjprobatidh of the Senate, or fh iCs rec^s, the approbation 
of the Ckiuaci|,|)l;<3ioYers|8^^ PidmnifyMig the party 
interested, by ihe.&iaimsi oil inen loosen by the party and 
the Goverhiuei^' cannot iij^pide the 

elections and'Mei* uefo cititprossud m the last clause of the 
38th Article. Fifth, the Pn^dent^T Vice President cannot 
leave the territory of withoiifl^ the consent of 

Congress, during the dtschefge of their duties, and for one 
year after they retire fifeom office. 
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Suction 5th .—Of the Council of Government. 

113. During the recess of Congress there sliall be a 
Cl!ouncil of Government, composed of one-half of the mem¬ 
bers of the Senate, one for each State. 

114. For the first two years, this Council of Government 
shall be composed of the first members elected by 1h(Mr 
respective legislatures, and the succeeding year by the 
oldest members. 

115. This Council shall have for President, the Vice- 
Preisident of the United States, and also have the power to 
elect a President pro tern, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
tile absence of the otlier. 

116. The attributions of this Council are the following : 
First, to see that the Constitution is strictly observed, and 
the constitutional act, and general laws, and to give their 
advice in any'incident rt^lative to these objects. Second, to 
lay before the President .any observations conducive to the 
better enforcement of the Constitution and laws of the Union. 
Third, to determine of themselves ojiiy, the advice of the Pre¬ 
sident, and the calling of extraordinary sessions of Congress; 
but in either, it shall require the vote of two-thirds of the 
counsellors present, as stated in attributions 17 and 18 of 
Article 110. Fourth, to grant their consent to the calling 
out of the local militia, in the manner stated in Article 110, 
attribution 11. Fi^h, to approve the appointment of officers 
designated in attribution six of Article 110. Sixth, to give 
their consent in the case referred to in Article 112, restric¬ 
tion first. Seventh, to name two individuals who shall, in 
conjunction with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 
provisionally exerpise the Supreme executive power, as 
prescribed in Article 97. Bight h, to administer the oath 
stated in Article 101, to those individuals of the Supreme 
executive power, in the terms provided in this Constitution. 
Ninth, to give their opimon on subjects referred to them by 
the President, by virtue of ^ 2ist faculty of Article 110, 
and all business wherein he n^y consult them. 

Section 6th.— the despc^ch of Gomtmment business. 

* * ' * I ** 

117. For the despatch-of government business of the Re¬ 
public, there shall be Ihe number of Secretaries of State 
which Congress by a law may establish, 

118. All the regulatious^>decre^, andordei*sof the Pre¬ 
sident, must be rigned by the Seesrotary of State of the de- 
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partinent to which the subject belongs, and without this pre¬ 
requisite they shall not be obeyed. 

119. The Secretaries of State shall give to each House, 
as soon as their annual sessions are opened, an account of 
the stale of th(»ir respective departments. 

120. The Secretaries of State shall be responsible for the 
acts of the President, unauthorized by their signatures, con¬ 
trary to the Constitution, constitutional act, and general laws 
and constitutions of the States. 

121. To be a Secretary of State it is necessary to bo a 
Mexican citizen by birth. 

122. 7’he Secretaries of State shall form a regulation for 
the better distribution and direction’ of their duties, which 
shall he passed by the Governme^it to the Congress for their 
approbation. 


Title 5th. Section 1st.—-(y the. Judicial Power of the 

Confederation, 

123. The Judicial power of the Federation shall reside in 
one Supreme Court of Justice, and in the Circuit and Dis¬ 
trict Courts. 

Section 2nd.-—Q/* Me Supreme Court of Justice J.he Elec¬ 
tion, Term rf Sertice, and Oath oj its Members. 

124. The Supreme Court of Justice shall he composed 
of eleven members divided into three halls, and one At¬ 
torney-General. Congress m^iy augment or diminish its 
number as it may deem necessary. 

The following articles to No. 136 refer to the. election of 
the Judges, their qualiBcation and tepure of office. Sec¬ 
tions third and fourth relate to the attributions” of the 
Supreme Court and <*the mode of judging its members.’* 


Sec’tion 5th.—0/#^ arc<uit Courts. 
Section Bth.r—O/* th^ District Courts. 


Section 7th. —Oenered Mules to uMcK tdl the States and 
T^tories in the Federrs^ofii 'sikM omfoi'm in the Ad¬ 
ministration of ^sUoe. \ 


Title 6th. Section the indtpidual government 

■ "■ ’ ' "M W the States. ‘1'.' 

157. Tile government of each State shall be divided for 
its exercise in threie powers. Legislative, Executive, and 
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.fltdicial, ami never ean be unilod two or more ol* the<?e in 
01K5 corporation or person, nor the Legislature deposited in 
one individual. 

158. The legislative power of each State shall reside in 
one Legislature, composed of the number of individuals 
which their respective constitutions may determine, to be 
elected popularly, and removable in the time and manner 
which said constitutions may designate. 

159. The person or persons to whom the States confide 
their executive power, cannot exercise it except for a definite 
time, which shall be fixed by their respective constitu- 
tio[i.s. 

IGO. The judicial power of each state shall be exercised 
by the Tiibunals that the Constitution niay establish or 
designate, and all cases, civil or criminal, which appertain 
to the cognizance of those Tribunals, shall be conducted in 
them to final judgment and execution. 

Sl'.ction 2nd.—0/* the obU^fations of the States. 

K'l. Each one of the States is obliged—First, to 
organize its interior government and administration, without 
opposing this Constitution nor the constitutional act. 
Second, to publish by means of their Goveniors, their re¬ 
spective Constitutions, laws, and decrees. Third, to obey, 
and cause to be obeyed, the Constitution and general laws 
of the Union, and treaties made, and those that hencefor¬ 
ward may be made, by the supreme authority of the Fede¬ 
ration with-any foreign Power. Fourth, to protect its in¬ 
habitants in th© C**®® ys® liberty which they have to 
write, print, and publish ttii^r political ideas, without the 
necessity of license, revision, bjr approbation previous to 
])iiblicat)on, always faking cat^'to (msenre the general laws 
on the subject. Fifth, to deliv^immediately, the criminals 
of other states, to the authority which reclaims them. Sixth, 
to deliver the fugitives of otner states, to the person that 
justly reclaims them, or compel them in some other mode 
to satisfy the interested parly. Seventh, to contribute for ■ 
the consolidation and extinguishment of•the debts acknow¬ 
ledged by the general Congress. Eighth, to remit annually 
to each quo of the Houses of, (^ongress, a general, -circum¬ 
stantial, and comprehensive note, of the ingress and egress 
in all the treasuries they may have in their respective dis¬ 
tricts, with a relation of the origin of one and the other, of 
the situation in which are fouiKi the branches of industry, 
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agricultiiiv, commerce and manufactures, of the new brandies 
of industry which they can introduce and extend, designating 
the means by which it can be obtained, and of their rt^spec- 
tive population and means of protecting and augmenting it. 
Ninth, to remit to both Houses, and in their recess, to the 
Council of Government, and likewise to the Supreme Execu¬ 
tive Power, authorised copie.s of the constitutions, laws, and 
decrees. 

Section 3rd.— Restrictions of the Powers of the State. 

162. None of the States Can—First, establish, without 
the consent of the General CongKess, any tonnage duty, nor 
other port duty. Second,. in:pose, without the consent of 
the general Congress, contributions or duties on importa¬ 
tions or exportations, whilst the law does not regulate it as 
it must do. Third, hold, at no time, a permanent troop nor 
vessels of war, without the consent of the general Congress, 
Fourth, enter into no agreement or compact with any 
foreign power, nor declare war agadnst them, resisting in 
case of actual invasion, br In such ^nger as will not admit 
of delay, giving immediate notice t]iereof to the President of 
the Republic. Fifth, enter inte no agreement or compact 
with other States of the Federation, without the previous 
consent of the general Congress br its posterior approbation, 
if the transaction were upon the regulation of limits. 

Title 7th. Only Section*— 

tation, and Amendment (f the Constitniton aoid Consti- 

futimial Act. 

163. Every public functionary, without reception to the 

class, previous to entering on the ditN:harge of his duties, 
must take the oath to obey the Constitution and Constitu- 
tionalAct. ' " ; • 

164. The Congress sliall dictate ah jiaws and decrees, 
which they may deem necessary to render etSective the 
responsibility of those who violate this Constitution or the 
Constitutional Act? 

165. The general Congiess done can resolve doubts, 
which may eccur about, ine meanihg , or understanding of 
the Articles, of tliis Conatitution and of the Constitutional 
Act. 

166 . Tlie. Legislatures of the Statfes .cab make such obser¬ 
vations as they may deem proper iabout particular Articles 
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of* tins CoiiKtitiitio'i and tin? Constitutional Act, l>ut tin* 
general C^ongress will not take them into consideration until 
tJie year ISIiO. 

167. The Congress in that year shall confine itscli’to 
exanuninor the observations that merit the deliberation ol‘ 
the next Congress, and this declaration they shall couiiunni- 
cate to the President, wlio shall publish and circulate tht-m 
without any observations. 

168. The ibllowing Congress in the first year of its or¬ 
dinary sessions, shall occupy itself in examining these 
observations submitted to their deliberation, in order to 
make suclt amendments as may be deemed necessary, but 
I lie same Congress which makes the examination provided 
in the last Article, cannot decree the amendments. 

1()9. The amendments and additions that are proposed in 
the year following the SOtli, shall be taken into considera¬ 
tion by the Congress in the second year of each biennial, and 
if rendered necessary, in conformity with the provisions made 
in the preceding Article, they shall publish this resolution, 
in order that the next Congress may notice them. 

170. In order to reform or amend this Constitution or 
the Constitutional Act, shall be obser\'ed, besides the rules 
prescribed in the foregoing Articles, all the requisites pro¬ 
vided for the formation of lawg, excepting the right to make 
observations granted to the President in Article 106. 

17 J. 1-he Articles of this Constitution and the Constitu¬ 
tional Act which establishes tlie Liberty and Independence 
of the Mexican Nation, its Religion, form of Government, 
I.iibei*ty of the Press, and division of the Supreme I’owers 
of the Federation, and of the Stales, can never be reformed. 

Gi\en in Mexico, 4th October, 1824, fourth year of 
Independence, third of Liberty, and second of the Fede¬ 
ration. ^ « 

Signed ^ the members of Congress, and the Supreme 
Executive Power. 
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THE 

COKSTITUTION 

OF 


COAHUILA AND TEXAS 


'J'hk (aovoruor of the Free State of Coabiiila and 'loxas, 
to all its inhabitants— Know, that the Constituent Congress 
of the same State has JJecreed and sanctioned the following 
political Constitution of the free State of Coahuila and Texas. 


PRELIMINARY DISPOSITIONS. 

Articlk 1. The State of Coahuila and Texas consists in 
the union of all its inhabitants* 

2. It is free and independent of the other united Mexican 
states, and of every other foreign-power and dominion. 

.‘1. The Sovereignty of the State resides originally and 
essentially in the general mass of the individuals who com¬ 
pose it; hut these do not of themselves execute any other 
acts of sovereignty than those designated in this Constitu¬ 
tion, and in the form which it prescribes. 

4. In all matters relating to the Mexican Federation, the 

State delegates its faculties and powers to th?. General Con¬ 
gress of the same, but in all that properly relates to the 
administration and entire goveminent of .the State, it. retains 
its liberty, independence, and sovereignty* . 

5. Thbrefobe, Bekitlgs exclusively to the same State, the 
right to establish by means of its representativ.cB, its funda¬ 
mental laws,* confori^bly to t|ie bask-aanctioned in the 
Constitutional Act and the Ghene^al Constitution. 

0. The Territory of the State is the same which compre¬ 
hends the Provinces heretofore knowii by the name of Coa¬ 
huila and Texas. A cKnistitutioual law idiall fix their limits 
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with respect to the other adjoining Stales of the Mexican 
Federation. 

7. The Territory of the State is divided for tiic present, 
for its better administration, into three departments, which 
shall be —Bexar —which district is extended to the whole 
of the Territory, which corresponds to Jthat called the l^ro- 
vinco of Texas, which alone is a district. Monclova, which 
comprehends the district of this name and that of tlie Kio 
Grande Saltillo, which embraces the district of this 
name, and that of Parras. 

8. Congress hereafter shall have power to aller, var>, and 
modify this division of the territory of the State, in the 
manner it may deem most conducive to the felicity of the 
people. 

9. The Apostolic Catholic Beligion is that of the Sta^e; 
this it protects by wise and just laws, and prohibits the exer • 
cise of any other. 

10. 'I'he State shall regulate and defray the expeiLscs 
which may be necessary for the preservation of worship, in 
conformity with the regulation of the Concordats, which the 
nation shall celebrate with the Holy See, and by the laws 
it shall dictate relative to the exercise of patronage in the 
whole Federation. 

11. Every man who inhabits the Territory of the Stat<?, 
altliougli he be in transit, shall enjoy the imprescriptible 
rights of liberty, security, property, and equality; and it 
is the duty of the same slate to conserve, and protect by 
laws, wise and equitable, those general rights of mankind. 

12. It is also an obligation on the Sjate, to protect all 
its inhabitants in the right which they have to write, print, 
and publish freely their thoughts, and political opinions, 
without the necessity of examination, revision, or censure, 
anterior to the publication, under the restrictions and respon¬ 
sibilities established, or which hereafter may be established, 
by general laws on the subject. 

13. In this State no peraon shall be born a slave, after 
this Constitution is published in the capital of each District, 
and six months thereafter, neither will the introduction of 
slaves be permitted under any pretext, 

14. Ibis the duty of every man who inhabite the State to 
obey its laws, respect its constituted authorities, and contri¬ 
bute to the support of the same State, in the mode which it 
asks. 

1.5. To the State belongs every spe<?ies of vacant goods 
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in its Tcrritorifs, and those of its intestate iiiliabitants \vi»o 
have no legitimate successor in the manner laid down by 
the laws. 

16. The State is composed only of two classes of persons, 
to wit: inhabitants of Coahuila and Texas (Coahuiltejanos), 
and citizens of Coabtiila and Texas, 

17. Those are inhabitants of Coahuila and Texas (Coa- 
huiltejanos):—First, All men born and domesticated in the 
Territory of the State, and their descCTidants. Secon<lly, 
those born in any other part of the Territory of the Federa¬ 
tion, or thasc who fix their domicile in this State. Thirdly, 
those foreigners who are legitimately established in the State, 
be they of what nation they may. Fourthly, those foreigners 
who obtain from Congress letters of naturalization, or have 
a domicile in the State, obtained according to the law which 
shall be passed as soon as the Congress of the Union fixes 
the general rule of naturalization, which it ought to esta¬ 
blish conformably to the 26th clause of the faculties which 
the Federal Constitution designates. 

18. Those are citizens of &ahuila and Texas (Coahuil- 
tejanos):—First, All men bom m die State, and who are 
domiciliated in any part of its Territory. Secondly, all 
citizens of the ^ther States and Territories of the FcdeiWi<»n. 
as .soon as they become domiciliated in the State. Thirdly, 
all the children of Mexican citizens, who have been born out 
of the Territory of the Federation, and who fix their domi¬ 
cile in the State. Fouithfy/the foreigners who are actually 
and legally domiciliated in the State, whatever may have 
been the country of their nativity. Pifi:,hly, foreigners who 
enjoy the rights of inhabitants of Coahuila and Texas, have 
obtained from Congress special letters of citizenship-^the 
laws will prescribe tbe merits and oireumstances requisite 
for the concession of such. 

19. Those born in the Terfitory of the Federation, and 
those foreigners resident in it (with the exception of their 
children), who, at the time of the peoclamation of the poli- 
tied emancipation of tbe nation; were unfaithful to tbe cause 
of independence, and emigrated toa fordgit countiy, or that 
dependent on the Spanish government, are neither entitled 
to the rights of donuciliation, nor citizenship, iii said Slate. 

20. The rights of chtzenship are lost-.r-Firsl, ac¬ 
quiring naturauzalkm in a foreign country. Secondly, by 
acquiring a station of profit, or honouri under a foreign 
government, without permiasion of Congress. Thirdly, by 



APPENDIX.—U. 


447 


sentence legally obtained, which imposes personal or infa¬ 
mous punishments. Fourthly, by selling his vole, or buying 
that of another, for himself or for a third person, whethiM’ in 
popular assemblies, or in any other whatever; and of trust 
in the same assemblies, either as presidents, tellers, or 
secretaries, or in the exercise of any other public functions. 
Fifthly, for having resided five consecutive years out of tin; 
limits of the Territory of the Federation, without commission 
of the general government, or particular one of the State, 
or without its leave. 

21. He that has lost the rights of citizenship cannot re¬ 
gain them without the express act of restoration of Congress. 

22. The exercise of the same rights are suspended— 
First, for physical or moral incapacity, previously ascer¬ 
tained by judicial decision. Secondly, for not being twenty- 
one years complete, except those who are married, who can 
enter upon the exercise of these rights from the time they 
cont pact matrimouy, of whatever age they may l)e. I’l i i rd Iv, 
for being a debtor to the public funds, the time of payment 
elapseil, legal requisition therefore ntade, and not coni})li('d 
with. Fourthly, for having been prosecuted criminally, 
iinli'ss the defendant is absolved of the matter, or condemned 
to punishment not painful or infamous. Fifthly, f«r not 
having an employment, trade, or any known method of 
obtaining a livelihood. Sixthly, for not knowing how to 
read and write; but this sliall not take effect until the year 
1850, with regard to those who hereafter enter into the 
rights of citizenship, 

23. The rights of citizenship can only be destroyed or 
suspended for the causes stated in articles 20 and 22. 

24. None but citizens who are in the exercise of their 
rights can vote for popular employments in the State, in 
those instances stated in the law ; and these only can obtain 
the said employments, or any others in the same State. 

25 Professional emjdoyments foim an exceplioii to the 
second part of.the anterior article, which employments can 
also be con&rred on foreigners. 

• 

FORM OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT. 

26. The object of the state government is the happiness 
of the individuals which compose it, for the end of all poli¬ 
tical society is no other than the welfare of the associated. 

27. The officers of the government, invested with what- 
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ever kind of authority, are no more than mere agents or 
commissioners of the slate, responsible to it for their 
public conduct. 

28. The government of the state is popular representative 
federal; in consequence, it shall not have in it any here¬ 
ditary office or privilege. 

29. I’he supreme power of the state is divided for its 
exercise, into lyegisLitive, Executive, and Judicial, and 
never can these three powers, nor two of them, be united in 
one corporation or person, nor the Legislative power depo¬ 
sited in one individual. 

30. The exercise of the Legislative power shall reside in 
a Congress composed of deputies ]f»opumrly elected. 

31. The exercise of the Executive power shall reside in a 
citizen, who shall be denominated Governor of the State, 
and who shall also be chosen popularly. 

32. The exercise of the Judicial power shall reside in the 
Tribunals and Courts which tlie Constitution establislies. 

Titlf. 1st.— Of the Legislative power of Ihr Sfafr. 

Section Isl. Of the deputies of Congress. 

33. The Congress consists of the deputies which repre¬ 
sent the State, chosen conformably to this Constitution ; its 
number shall be tliat of twelve members proprietary, and 
six supernumerary members, until the year 1832.* 

34. The Congress in that year, and in the last of every 
ten years which follow, shall have power to augment the 
luiniber of deputies, under the standard of one for every 
7000 souls. 

35. The election of proprietary deputies and supernu¬ 
meraries shall be held in all and every one of the districts 
of the State. A law shall fix the number of deputies 
of one and the other class which each district ought to 
appoint. 

36. To be a deputy, proprietary? or supernumerary, it is 
required to have, at the time of the election, tht; Ibllowing 
qualities:—^Firat, to be a citizen in the exercise of his rights. 
Secondly, to be of the full age of tw^enty^five years. Thirdly, 
to be an inhabitant of the State, with residence in it fur two 
years immediately before the election. To natives of lh€> 
State it is sufficient to poiisess the two first requisites. 

* The supernumerary ^puties were mtended to supply vacaticies, occasioned 
by death or otlier inevitable cause. 
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37. It is necessary i’or those not born in the Territory of the 
Federation, in order to be deputies, proprietary, or super¬ 
numerary, to have had eight years’ residence in it, and to 
be worth 8,000 dollars in property, or to have an income of 
some business of 1,000 dollars annually, and tiie qualifica¬ 
tions provided in the foregoing Article. 

.38. There are excepted from the foregoing, those born in 
any other part of the Territory of America, which in the 
year 1810 depended on Spain, and which may not have 
united itself to any other nation, nor remained in depen¬ 
dence on Spain ; to tliose it is sufficient that tliey liave been 
lliree years, complete, in the Mexican Republic, and passess 
the requisites prescribed in Article 36. 

39. Those cannot be deputies, proprietary, or superuxi- 
raerary; First, The Governor, or Vice-Governor of the 
State; the members of the Council of Government; those 
employed in the Federation ; the Civil Functionaries of the 
State Government; the Ecclesiastics who exercise any 
species of jurisdiction, or authority in some part of the dis¬ 
trict where the election may be held; foreigners, at the time 
whoii war may exist between the country of their nativ.ity and 
Mexico. 

40. In order that those public functionaries of the Fede¬ 
ration, or of the State, comprehended in the anterior article, 
may be elected deputies, they ought absolutely to have 
ceased the exercise ,of their functions four months before the 
election. 

41. If the same individual shall be named deputy pro¬ 
prietary for two or more districts, the election of that dis¬ 
trict in which he actually resides thall have preference. If 
he docs not reside in either, the election of the district of his 
origin shall have preference. If he was neither a resident 
nor a native of some one of the said districts, that shall stand 
which the same elected deputy shall designate. In either of 
these cases, or of the death or inability of the deputies 
proprietary to discharge their functions according to the 
judgment of Qongress, their duties shall devolve upon the 
respective deputies supernumerary. • 

42. If it shall happen that the same citizen is elected 
deputy supernumerary for two or more districts, in this 
case the same order of preference provided for in the three 
first parts o| the anterior Article prevails. And in tlie dis¬ 
trict which remains without a deputy supernumerary, the 
vacancy shall be filled up by the pcrion who, in the 
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respective electoral assembly, had the next greatest num¬ 
ber of votes. In case of a tie it shall be decided by lot 
(suerte). 

43. *1310 deputies, during the discharge of their commis¬ 
sions, shall obtain from the public Trt?asury of the Slate the 
compensation which the anterior Congress shall assign; and 
they shall also receive wt^at may appear necessary for their 
expenses in going to the place of session, and in returning 
from thence to their houses on the close of the session. 

44. Thedeputi^ at no time, and in no case, nor before any 
authority, shml be responsible for the opinions which they 
manifest in the discharge of their duties. In criminal ca.ses 
instituted against them, they shall be judged by the I’ri- 
bunals which will be hereafter .nentioued; and from the day 
of their appointment until they have completed the two years 
of their deputation, they cannot be accused \iiilesf> bt'fore 
Congress, which is constihited a Grand Jury to declare if 
there is, or is not, cause for an accusation. In the mean 
time, during the session, the deputies cannot be sued in 
civil suits, nor arrested for debts. 

45. During the time of their deputation, counting for this 
purpose from the day of their appointment, they cannot 
obtain for themselves my employment from the govern¬ 
ment, nor shall they solieit it for others, nor even for their 
promotion, except it be in.the fogular order of office. 

Section 2. — €f the Nmd/MUm of the Deputies . 

46. For the election of the d^uties, there shall be held 
electoral municipal assembMes, and electoral district assem¬ 
blies. Paragraph .first, of the electoral municipal assem* 
blies. 

47- The electoral municipal assemblies shall be com¬ 
posed of die citizens who are in the exercise of their rights, 
and who may be inhabitants and residents within the limits 
of thehr respective Ayuntamientos.> and no person of this can 
be excused from attending. ,v , 

48. These assemblies shall be celclnrated the first Sunday 
and the following 4ay of the month of August, of the year 
anterior to the renovation ^ Congress,c in or^er to nominate 
the electors of the dteict who are to choose the deputies, and 
eight days p^eviously^ the pi^dent of every Ayuntamiento, 
without the neces|ity of Other c#der, shall call together the 
citisens of hjs district, by a proper notice, or as may be the 
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custom, that they shall convene to make the elections at the 
time and in the form which this Constitution requires, giving 
prompt notification to the villages of the same district for 
the information of the inhabitants. 

49. In order that the citizens may assist with the greater 
convenience, every Ayuntamiento, according to its locality 
and the population of its territory, shall determine the num¬ 
ber of municipal assemblies which it otight to form in its 
limits, and the public places in which they hare to be held, 
designating the limits of each. 

50. They shall be presided, one by the political Chief or 
Alcalde, and the remainder by other individuals of the 
Ayuntamiento to whom it falls by lot, and in default of 
these, that corporation shall appoint as President of th*; 
respective municipal assembly an inliabitant of its own dis¬ 
trict, wlio shall know how to read and write. 

.31. On the aforesaid Sunday iii August, at the hour of 
meeting, the citizens who have convened in the place desig¬ 
nated for it, shall open the said assembly by appointing 
from amongst themselves, by a plurality of votes, one Se¬ 
cretary and two Tellers, who sliall know' how to read an<l 
write, 

52. The elections sliall be opened on the two days men¬ 
tioned in Article 48, foi* the 'space of four hours each day, 
divided between the morning and tlie evening, and in every 
one of these assemblies there shall be a Register, in ivhicli 
shall be written the votes of the citizens who come together 

w 

to name the. electors of the district, setting down in alpha¬ 
betical order the names of the voters and those voted for. 

53. To be an elector of a district, it is necessary to bo a 
citizen in the exercise of his rights, of the age of twenty-five 
years complete, to know how to read and write, and to be 
an inhabitant and resident in some part of the same district 
the year immediately anterior to the election. 

54. Every citizen shall choose by voice or writing the 

respective electors of the district, whose names (the election 
being had according to the former tnodej the voter shall 
designate in a loud voice, and it shall be entered in a list 
and then read by the Secretary; and it is indispensable 
that it should be written in the Register in presence of the 
voter. No person shall vote for himself in this or any other 
instance of the election, under the penalty of losing the right 
to vote. • ' 

55. In those districts in which there is to be chosen only 

2 g 2 
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one deputy, there shall be appointed eleven electors, ami in 
that which can choose two or more, there shall he appointed 
t.wenly-one electors. 

5G. The doubts or controversies that may arise, whether 
any person or pei'sons present possess the quulificalioii of 
voters, shall be decided verbally by the assembly, and its 
decision shall be executed without appeal, for this titne and 
object only; provided, that such doubt shall not turn upon 
the construction of this Constitution or other law. If the 
said resolution shall result in a tie, the doubt shall be con¬ 
sidered removed. 

57 . Should complaints arise that bribery, corruption, or 
force had been used to determine the election in favour of 
particular persons, a public and verbal investigation shall 
be made thereof, and should it appear that the accusation is 
true, those who have committed the crime shall be deprived 
of all voice in the election, and the calumniator shall suffer 
the same penalty; and from this judgment there shall be 
no appeal. Doubts which arise as to the quality of proof 
shall be decided by the assembly, in the manner prescribed 
in the preceding Article. 

58. Afunicipal assemblies shall be held with open door.? 
and without any guard whatever; and no individual, whai- 
ever his class may be, shall present himself in tliem armed. 

59. On completion of the two days for winch the election 

is to be kept open, tlte Presidenii, Tellers, and Secretary of 
each assembly, shall proceed to sum up the votes which 
each citizen nas received, in the Register, which sludl be 
signed by the' said officers; and by this operation tlie as¬ 
sembly shall bf; dissolved; and any other act wliich may 
be done shall not only be considered null, but as an attempt 
against the public security.' The said Register shall be 
delivered scaled to the Secretary of the respective Ayunta- 
raienfos. ■ ' 

(iQ. On the second Sunday of the said month of August 
the AyuirtamientoS'shall convene in their respective halls in 
public session. In their presence, and also with the as¬ 
sistance of the iPresident, Teller^ and Secretary of the 
miinicipal assemblies, dbecKegisters shall opened, and 
after examining the whel]& of them*- a general list shall be 
formed in alphabetical order, in which shall be com|wc- 
hended all the individuals/TOt^ for, and the number of 
votes they have Tficeived. ' *' 

61. This list and the certificate which shall be extended 
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on the* subject^ shall be signed by the President of the 
Ayuntaiiiiento, the Secretary of it, and the Secretaries of 
the assemblies ; after which, two copies of the said list shall 
be drawn off* certified by the same persons, one of which 
.shall be immediately posted up in the next public place, and 
the other shall be delivered with the accompanying official 
Jetfor, signed by the President of the Ayuntamiento, to two 
individuals appointed by that bwly to proceed to the ca¬ 
pital of the district, there to form a general classification 
of votes in union with the commissioners of the other Ayun- 
tamieiito.s. 

62. On the fourth Sunday in August, the commissioners 
()ffhe Ayimt.amient .08 shall present themselves with their 
c.r(‘dentials of election to the political Chief, or in his ab¬ 
sence to the first .Alcalde, of the capital of the district, and, 
prc'^ided by the fiir^t or by the second, as the case may be, 
shall assemble in public session in the town-hall; and after 
examining all the lists, they shall form a general list of all 
the inilividuals voted for as electors of the district by the 
<niizens of each municiptd ilistricl respectively, expressing 
the number of votes they have had and the place of their 
residence. 

6*1. In order to make this general regulation of votes, the 
concurrence of not less than four of the commissioners is 
requisite. In those districts in which there is not that 
number, tlie Ayuntamiento of the capital shall name from 
amongst the individuals of its own body the number de¬ 
ficient, 

64. The citizens who, upon the result of this general 
scrutiny, have the greatest number of votes on the list, 
shall be considered constitutionally appoittled for electors. 
In case of a tie amongst .two or more individuals, it shall he 
decided by lot. 

65. The aforesaid list, and all acts relative to the busi¬ 

ness, shall be attested by the President, the Commissioners, 
and the Secretary of tne Ayuntamientos of the capital of 
the district. There, shall be* extracted copies of one, and 
the other certified by the same; .a^nd thej shall he remitted 
by the President’to the permanent deputation of Congress, 
the GoveMdr of the States and the diferent ntunicip^ities 
of the district. - 

66. The same President shall pass, without any delay, 
the correspomliiig certificate to the electors appointed, that 
they may go to the capital of the department on the day 
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iiamcd by the Con«*titution, in order to celebrate tlie elec¬ 
toral a8<5eniblv of the same. 

Paragraph 2d.— Of the Electwul Asmnbhes of the 

JDUtrirt, 

67. The electoral assemblies of the district shall be com¬ 
posed of the electors named by the citizens in the municipal 
assemblies, who shall assemble in the capital of the re¬ 
spective district with a view to name the deputy or depu¬ 
ties, required to assist at the Congrebs as representatives of 
the State. 

Section 3d .—Of the Ses.stons of Congress 

78. The Congress shall assemble each year, to hold its 
sessions in the place which shall be designated by n law. 
and in the building which is destined for this object 
Whenever it may be deemed convenient to change it to 
another place, it can be done with the accordance of two- 
tliirds of the whole nnmber of the deputies. 

79. The deputies shall present their credentials to the 
permanent depulation of Congress, in order that they may 
examine them, by comparing them with the testimonies of 
the elections of the electoral assemblies of the district. 

80. On the 28th day of the month of December, of the 

year anterior to the renovation of Congress, the newly elected 
deputies and the members of the permanent dejmtation 
bhall meet in public session, and shall choose their Pre¬ 
sident and Secr^ry from the said deputation. This meet¬ 
ing shall report as to the legitimacy of the credentials and 
qualifications of the dieputiea> and any doubts which may 
arise on these pomts shall be definitively determined by a 
plurality of votes by this assembly; but the individuals of 
the permanent deputation Who have not b^en re-elect eil 
shall not have h vote. ^ 

81. In continuation, the deputies aha|l take b^ore (he 

President an oath^ that they Will obsertre, and cause to be 
observed, the Constitutional Act, 4ind th® Federal Consti¬ 
tution of the* United States of lifeadco>«and the Constitution 
of this State, and that they discharge their 

duties. . 

82. In continuafion, the ^leputiee idihll proceed to choose 
from amongst themselves, by secret ballot, and by an ab- 



appendix.—II. 


A m- ^ 

solute plurality of votes, a President aud Vice President, 
and two Secretaries, upon which the permanent deputation 
shall cease in all its functions, and those of its members 
not re-elected having retired, the President of Congres^ 
shall declare that it is solemnly and legitimately consti¬ 
tuted. 

83. For the celebration of the ordinary and extraordinary 
sessions of Congress, the deputies shall meet four days 
])revious to its organisation, in the manner prescribed in the 
first part of ArliSe 80, in order to resolve in the manner 
expressed in the second part of the same Article upon the 
legitimacy of the credentials and qualifications of the new 
deputies w’ho present themselves; and having approved of 
them, the deputies shall immediately take the oath .pre¬ 
scribed by Article 81, and in c^tinuation, shall proceed to 
make nomination of the President, Vice President, and 
Secretaries, in the same manner which is providetl in Ar¬ 
ticle 82. 

84. The Congress shall open its ordinary sessions the 
first day of January in every year, and the hrst day of Sep¬ 
tember in each year following tlie renovation of the same 
Congress; the Governor of the State being obligi»d to 
assist upon so important an occasion, when he shall pro¬ 
nounce a suitable discourse, which the President of Congress 
shall answer in general terms. 

85. On the day after the opening of the ordinary session, 

the Governor shall present in pefson to Cmigress a written 
account of the state of the public administration, proposing 
such amendments Or reforms as may be required in its 
different branches, ■ . 

86. The session of Congress shall be held daily, with¬ 
out other interruption than those of solenin festivals. All 
tile proceedings shall be puhVu^ with the exception of those 
which treat- of reserved biisiaess, which may be secret. 

87. The ordhiary sessibiift'Of Congress, whidi commence 
the first day of January, shall that i^nth and the three 
following, February, March, smd' Apvil, and cannot be 
prorogued to ^y other tnotith, eitcept in*the two following 
instances; first, by .petition of the Governor, and secondly, 
if the salne (ingress, deem it necessary—fof this, there 
must be the concurfenaa; in both cases, of the vote of two- 
thirds of the deputies, /fho Ordinary sessions, which com¬ 
mence on the fltOi of Sept^ber, shall, last thirty days of 
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the said month, without any power to prorogue on any mo¬ 
tive or pretrvt whatever. Botli sessions shall be closed 
with the haine formalities which arc prescribed for their 
openinp'. 

88. Bolbro the conclusion of the ordinary session of Con¬ 
gress there shall be appointed of that body a permanent 
deputation, composed of three individuals proprietary, and 
one supernumerary, which shall continue ail the inter\ening 
time betAcen one ordinary session and the other; and its 
Prc'sideiit shall he its first appointed individual, and its Se¬ 
cretary the last individual proprietary. 

89. When in the intervening time betwitm one ordinary 
seWioii and another, circums auccs or business shall uecur 
ic(piiring the meeting of Congress, it can he convoked for 
exti aonlinary sesdoiis, proviaed it is sanctioned by tlie 
unanimous vote of two-thirds of the nniembers of the perma¬ 
nent deputation and of the council of government, wdiieh shall 
meet for that purpose. 

90. If the circumstances or business which cause<l the 
extraordinary convocation of Congress should be very 
weighty and urgent, the permauenl deputation united with 
the council of government and tlie other deputies which are 
in the capita), shall immediately take such necessary mea- 
sui*es as the exigency shall require, and shall give an acc'ount 
thereof to Congress as soon as it may meet. 

91. When Congress meet in extraordinary sessions, ther(‘ 
shall be called to the same the deputies who ought to assist 
at the ordinary sessions of that year, and they shall be ex¬ 
clusively occupied upon the business or businesses for which 
they have been convoked; but if they have not concluded 
against the day on which they ought to meet in ordinary 
sessions, they shall postpone those and continue the busi¬ 
ness for which the extraoi^inanry session had been convoked. 

92. The holding of the ettraordinary sessions shall not 
impede the election of the new deputies at the time pre¬ 
scribed in this CopstitutioQ. 

93. The extraordinary sessions shall be opened and closed 
with the sameeolemnitias as the ordinary sessions. 

94. The resolutions which Congress ma^ take upon the 

change of ils*re»dence, or the |Hitc»'<]^tio]i oftts sessions, shall 
he executed by tlie Oovemor ftny observations upon 

them. ffs, r , 

95. 'Die Congress, in all that lielongs to its government 
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.'itiU interior order, ob‘»erve the regiiUtions formed bv 
the pieseut, haniig power to make the reform^, it maj deem 
ne<‘e‘^‘»ary. 

UO. Tlic deputies shall be renewed totally every t\vi» 
\ears. Tliose of the anterior Congress can be re-chosen, 
hot they cannot be compelled to accept this trust unle'>'> 
theie should be a vacancy of one half of the deputation. 
'Ihcre shall he excepted i» this Vitiele the deputies ol the 
present Congress, who cannot be le-elected for tlie next 
Constitutiondl Coiigre''S 

(iiox 1th.— Oy the Attnbnios of Congress, and 'J the 
Permanent Deputation. 

07. 'riic exclusive attributes of Congress are fiist to do- 
ciet, uiteq^ret, reform, o’* abolish, the law’s i-elative to the 
Administration, and interior government of the State in all 
its blanches. Secondly, to regulate the v’olcs which the 
citi/eiis ran\ have obtained in the electoral assemblies foi 
(JovMiioi, \ ice-Ciiovernor, and for meiuhei-s of the council 
of gov ei nment, and to appoint those offitrrs whenev er it shall 
devolve upon them to do so TJiirdly, to decide by sccivt 
ballot the ties which mav happen between two or more in- 
divuluds, ill the election of the before-mentioned officers. 
Fouithly, to losolve the doubts which may arise iijion these 
elections and upon the (piahticatious of the elected. Fifthlj. 
to examine the exettses which the elwted may allege for not 
accepting these stations and to determine them. Sixthly, 
to torni themselves into a Grand Jury, and to declare whe- 
1 her there are or are not grounds of aerusatioii for neglect of 
official dutv, as well as for ordinary crimes against the de¬ 
puties of C'ongress, the Governor, the Vice-Governor, the 
mombeis of the Council, the Secretary of State, and the 
individuals of the Supreme Court of Justice of the State. 
Seventhly, to render eifective the responsibility of these pub¬ 
lic functionaries, and to do in this case that which is so neces¬ 
sary with respect to ell others employed^ Eighthly, to fix 
every year the public expenses of the State, having in view 
the reports on the subject which shall be presented by the 
Govemoix Nitithly, to establish or confirm the taxes or 
contributions necessary Kr mover these expenses, under the 
regulations of this Constitu^n, and the general one of the 
F^eration—to regulate their collection, determine their ap- 
plicution, and approve of their distribution. Tenthly, to ex- 
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amine and apjjrove the accounts of the application of all the 
public funds of the Slate. Eleventh, to contract debts in ca^e 
of necessity upon the credit of the State, and to designate 
the guarantees for their liquidation. Twelfth, to (Iccree 
whatever may be necessary for the administration, conser¬ 
vation, or alteration of the goods of the State. Thirteenth, 
to create, suspend, or suppress die public officers of the 
Stale; and to fix, diminish, or augment their salario-. or 
pensions. Fourteenth, to grant premiums or recompeiu es 
to corporations or persons, who have rendered dislingui^hed 
services to the State, and to decree posthumous public 
honours to the memory of great men, Fiftccnih, to regulate 
the manner of recruiting the men which may be necessary 
for the service, or to fill up the permanent presidial militia, 
companies of cavalry, ana the active militia of the «iamc 
army, auxiliary to that which are destined by the institution 
to the defence of the State, approve of the distribution which 
may be made among the towns of the State of their respec¬ 
tive quotas, to effect this object. Sixteenth, to decree that 
which may be necessary for the enrolling and instruction of 
the civic militia of the State, and the appointment of its 
officers conformably to the discipline presciibed, or which 
shall be prescribed by general laws. Seventeenth, to pro¬ 
mote and encourage, by laws, public information, and 
education, and the progress of the sciences, arts, and u'-eful 
establishments, removing the obstacles which may \)}dsy 
objects so commendable. Eighteenth, to protect the political 
liberty of the press. Nineteenth, to attend to, and give or 
deny their consent to all those acts and cases for which this 
Constitution has provided. 

98. The attributes of fim perma.’ttent deputation arc, first, 
to watch over the observance of the Constitutional Act, the 
Constitution, and general lows bf the Union, and the par¬ 
ticular ones of the State, in order to give an account to 
Congress of infraction^ thereof, which they may observe. 
Second, to convoke the Congress for extraordinary sessions 
in those cases, ait^ in tliC'manner prescribed by this Con¬ 
stitution. Third, to disdiar^ the functions which arc 
prescribed ip Articles 79 dfld w. Fourth, to give notice to 
the supernumeraries Oftbo rithtf whw they shafl come to the 
Congress in the place of proprietary ; and if 

the death or absolute inabi^Hy tff 'one or more of them 
should occur, to communicate the corrospoadtCg Orders to the 
respective districts, in order that they may proceed to a new 
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election. Fifth, to rcecMve the testimonies of the acts of the 
elections of the electoral a.sscniblies of the district, for 
(Governor, Vice-Governor, and members of the Council of 
(iovermncnt, and to deliver them to Congress, as soon as it 
may be installed. 


Slciion 5th. —Of the Formation and Promulgation of 

the I jaws. 


Appendix to this title —Of the Election of Depidiesfor 
the (ieneral Congress of ike Fedoalien. 

109. On the first Sunday of the said month of October, 
the electors having met, and more than one half of the whole 
being present, they shall proceed to the appointment of the 
deputies, who shall go from the State to the general Con- 
gre^'S of the Federation, in the form laid down by this Con¬ 
stitution, for the appointment of those to the State Congress. 
"I'liis being done, tne assembly will do what is necessary to 
comply with the provisions of the 17th Article of the Federal 
('onstitntiou, and shall dissolve. 

r 

Title 2.— Of the ETecitffve Power of the State, 
Secticw 1. —Of the Governor. 

110. The Governor of die State ought to possess, at 
the time of his appointment, the ibUowing qnaliHcations: 
First, to be a citizen in the exercise of bis rights. Second, 
to be bom in the Territory of the Republic. Third, to be 
of the age of thirty years, complete. Poiirth, an inhabitant 
of this State, with residence in it for five years, and two of 
them immediately before his election. 

111. The occiesiastfes, the military, and others employed 
by the Federation, and in the actual scjjvice of the same, 
cannot obtain the office of Governor. 

112. The Governor of the State shall continue four years 
in the diSoharge of hia, offiofi and cannot be re-cbosen for 
the same office untilyoar atler he has ceased 
from its functions. ^ ^ ^ ‘ 

113. The prerogatives of the Goverxu>r» the attributes, 
and restrictions of nis faculties are the following:— 
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PRKROGVTIVES OF THE GOVERNOR. 

First, H’lic (lovernor can make observations upon the la\' ^ 
and d<‘crees of Congress, in the manner and form ])roscribe(l 
in Artiek* 102, suspending their pubiication until the reso¬ 
lution of the same Congress, unless in the eases eveepted in 
this Constitution. Second, he has power to propose laws oi 
reforms to Congress, which he believes may eonducj* to tin* 
general good of the State. Third, he can pardon d('lin 
quents under the regulation of the laws. Fourth, the 
(»o\ernor cannot he arraigned by any one for offences com 
Tuitted at the time of his administration nor during it, nor 
until one year aftervv.ards, counting from the day on which 
U(‘ has erased his fitnction«, unless before the Congress, 
and that time being ela])sed, not even before tlie Congress. 

ATIIUBUTES OF THE GOVERxNOH. 

First, to pro\ ide for the preservation of order and jmblie 
tranquillity in thtf interior of the State, and the seenrity of 
the exterior, disposing for both these objects, of the militia 
of the State, whereof the said Governor is commander-iii- 
chi(‘f. S( eond, to cause the observance of the Constitutional 
y\ct, the general Constitution, and that of'the State, and of 
the laws, d<*crees, and orders of the Federation, and of the 
Congress of the State; issuing their decrees and necessary 
orders for their execution. Third, to form upon consul 
tat ion with the Council, those in.structions and regulations 
which he believes necessary for the better government of the 
branches of the public administration of the State, which he 
shall pass to the Congress for its approbation. Fourlh, 
to fill, und(‘r the reflation of the Constitution and the laws, 
all the offices of the State, which are not electoral, and 
which are not otherwise provided for by those laws. Fifth, 
to appoint, and freely dismiss, the Secretary of State. 
Sixth, to fake care that justice is administered promptly 
and completely bj the tribunal* and courts of tlie State, and 
that their sentences «re axeented. Seventh, to take care of 
the administration and cofieotbn of aU the rents of the State, 
and to decree their application in conformity with *the laws. 
Eighth, to suspend from ffitlSir three months, and 

even to deprive them of th«r salaries for the 

same time, after hearing the opinion of the Council of Stale, 
all those in the employment or thO State, under the Exeeu- 
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tivo department lher«*of, and of itu nomination and ap- 
jioinfmcnt when theyinfrinjTo its orders and deciee«i, j)av.sin^ 
the prtieeedinos nj on the matter to the resj><‘ctive tr hunaU, 
in case he belieies that tlicie is sufficient cause for aceiea- 
tion. Ninth, to propose to tlie permanent depiital tyii the 
eon\oration of Congie^s in extraordinary sossjoii, wlieii- 
ever he deem*- it necessary, first having the opinion of the 
fVuineil. 

HKSTKICTION OF THE FACULTIES OF THE 

GOVERNOR. 

Tile Governor cannot, first, command in person the civic 
militia of the State, without the express consent of Congres% 
or in its recess, of the permanent deputation. When lu 
eomiiiands, under such circumstances, the Vice-Governor 
shall take charge of the Government. Second, ho cannot 
inlernieddle in the examination of pending causes, nor di--- 
po'-e 111 any manner, before judgment, of the persons of 
criminals. Third, he cannot deprive any p(‘rson of liis 
libeity, nor impose any pimislunotxt But when the good 
and security of the State reejmres the arrest of any person, 
lie has power to do so, placing the p<‘rs<ms arrested at die 
disposition of the tribunal or competent judge within die 
teiin of forty-eight hours. Fourth, he cannot oeeujiy the 
property of any particular person or corporation, nor ein- 
liarrasB him in the possession, use, or profit of it, miles-, it 
may be necessary for a know’n object of general utiliiv, ac¬ 
cording to the judgment of the Council of Goiernuient; in 
winch case he shall have power, with the consent of tlie said 
Council, and the approbation of Congress, or in its lecess, of 
the permanent deputation, always indemnifying the mte- 
rested party according to the judgment of good men, chosen 
by said party, and by the Government. Fifth, he cannot 
impede or embarrass in any manner, or under any pretext, 
the popular elections determined by this (''onstitution and 
the Laws, nor prevent tlioso laws from taking full elVect. 
Sixth, he cannot go from the capital to afiy other part of the 
State for more than one month. II a longer absence is, 
necessary, or if he is oblig<''fl to go from the territory of the 
State, he shall ask ItiWrfo pfCongress, and in its recess, of the 
permanent deputatioh. 

114. In order to publish tlio laws and decrees of the 
Congress of the State, the Go\ernor shall use the following 
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form: “The Governor of State of Ooahuila and Texas, to ail 
its inhabitants, Kmiv, that thr Congress of the same State 
has decreed the following: (here the text of the law or 
decree:) TiiEREroRE, I command that it be printed, pub¬ 
lished, and circulated, in order that it be complied nilli.” 

Section 2nd.— 0/ the Vice-Gorptnor. 

115. There shall likewise be in the State a \'i(‘e-(')lovernor. 
His qualifications shall be the same as those required tin* 
Governor. His term shall be four years, and he cannot be 
re-elected for the same office, unless at the fourth year after 
he has ceased from its functioi^s. 

Section 3rd .—Of the Council of Goternmenf. 

121. For the better discharge of the functions of hi*^ 
office, the Governor shall have a coimril, which shall be 
denominated !7%c Council of Government; and shall be 
composed of three members proprietaries and two sujxt- 
nuraeraries, amongst the whole of whom there can he but 
one ecclesiastic. 

122. To be a member of the Council of Government, the 
^ame qualifications are required as for a tleputy. Those 
who are prohibited from being deputies cannot be coun¬ 
cillors. 

123. Every two years the council shall be removed; the 
first time, one of the members proprietary and super¬ 
numerary going out, who have been last ap|>ointed, and the 
second time, dtose other members proprietory and super¬ 
numerary going out, and so successively. 

124. No councillor can be re-elected, except on the fourth 
year afrer having ceased from his office. 

125. When the Governor of the State assists at the coun¬ 
cil, he shall preside, but without a vote, and in such case 
the Vice-Governor fiball not assist. 

126. Ihe Secretary of the Council shaU be one of its 

members, in the manner and form which may be established 
by its interior regulation, which regulation the said council 
shall form and present to the Governor, who shall pass it to 
Congress for its approbation. ' * /" 

127. The attributes of the Odandl are, first, to give a 
fixed opinion, and in writing, to the Governor, in all those 
matters in which the law imposes upon him the obligation 
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lo ask it, and on all those others on which the same Go¬ 
vernor may think proper to consult it. Second, to watch 
over the observance of the Constitutional Act, the Federal 
Constitution, and the general laws of the Union, the Con¬ 
stitution, and particular laws of the State, giving an account 
to (k)ngress of the infractions which it may observe. I'liird, 
to promote the advancement, and aid in tlie prosperity of 
the State in all its branches. Fourth, to recommend ap- 
])ointments to offices, in the cases where the law requires it. 
Fifth, agree in union with the permanent deputation con¬ 
formably to the 89th Article, upon the convocation of 
extraordinary sessions of Congress, and to meet with the 
same deputation in order to do what may be necessary in 
those cases mentioned in Article 90. "Sixth, examine* the 
accounts of all the public expenditure, and pass them to Con 
gress for its approbation. 

12S. 3’he council shall be responsible for all acts relative 
to the exercise of its powers. 

Section the Election of Governor, Vice-Governor, 

and Councillors. 

“V « 

129. The day following that on which the election of 
deputies to Congress is made, the electoral district assera- 
bliesi, all and every one of them, shall vote for a Governor, 
Vice-Governor, and three Councillors proprietary, and two 
supernumeraries, making the said election in tlie mode and 
terms prescriljed in Articles 71,72,73, and 74. 

Section 5th.— Of the Secretary of State. 

139. The despatch of the business of the supreme go¬ 
vernment of the State, of whatever class it may be, shall be 
placed in the charge of a Secretary, who shall be entitled 
Secretary of Despatch of the State Government. 

Section 6th.— Chiefs'4f Police/)f D^artmmta, 
and the Snbaltern or Chiefs of iMstricts. 

, 'f * ‘ ■■ 

145. In the capital of each department of thti State there 
shall be a functionaiy^, to. whom shall be intrusted the 
political government’ of same, and he shall be denomi¬ 
nated the Political Chief of the Department. 

146. To be Chief of Department, it is necessary to be a 
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Citizen in the exercise of his rights, of the age of twenty- 
five years complete, an inhabitant of tlie State, an<l a 
resident in it tJiree years, and one of them immediately 
previous to his election. 

147. The Governor, on the proposition of the Conncih sn])- 
ported by the recommendations of the Ayuntamientos of 
the respective departments, shall appoint the Chief of De¬ 
partment, with the exception of that of the capital. 

148. The Chiefs of Department shall be immediately 
subject to the Governor of the State, and in no manner to 
each other. They shall continne four years in their office's, 
and may be re-appointed, the same formalities occurring 
as are prescribed for their first nomination. 

149. In every capital in the district, except that in which 
the Chief of Department resides, there shall be a subaltern 
or district chief appointed by the Governor, on the reconj- 
mendation of the Chief of Department. 

150. The subaltern or district chiefs ought to possess the 
same qualifications as those of department, with the difTd'- 
ence that their domicile and residence ought to be in the 
bounds of their district, .and shall, besides, have some honest 
mode of living, sufficient to maintain themselves decently. 

151. The duration of the district chiefs in their offices 
shall be the same as those of department; and on the pro¬ 
position of these they can be continued in their offie.es. 

152. No person can be excused from serving in these 
trusts, eic£[^ in case of re-election for the same within four 
years after they have served, or for other sufficient cause in 
the judgment of the Governor, who shall decide, after hear¬ 
ing from the re.<peclive Chief of Department. 

153. These diiefs, as well as those of department, are 
responsible for all their acts against the Constitution, and 
general laws of the Federation, and the laws of the State, 
the first to the Chief of Department to whom they are im¬ 
mediately wibordinate, and those to the Governor. 

154. The attributes of the different chiefs, and the man¬ 

ner in which diey shall discharge their duthaa, shall be 
detailed in the Regulations for the political economical 
government of the towns. . - 

, SectIOM ike j$uimtimientQs. 

155. It appertmns to the Aiiruntamientos to watch over 
the police and internal government of the towns of the State; 
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and wiili this \ie\\ ihoy shall exist in all which have hereto- 
Ibre hiid thi'in. 

1.51). In the towns which may not have them, and w'here 
it IS necessary they should be, they shall be placed. 'I’he 
capitals of ilistricts shall have them, whatever their popula¬ 
tion may be, and also those towns, which of thenisjdves or 
with their precincts, contain 1000 souls, unless they are 
united to anothe.r municipality; in which case, should pecu¬ 
liar circumstances pre\ent their separation, it shall be neces¬ 
sary, in order for them to obtain an .Ayuntamiento, that 
Conjyicss shall decree it, on the recontraendation of the 
h)xeciitive. accompanied by a memorial setting forth the 
territory which shall compose the new municipalily. 

157. I'he towns which have not the prescribed number 
of snids, hut wiiicli can with advantage be united to one or 
more, can form municipalities, which shall be formed, and 
the Ayuntamiento shall be established in the ))lace whicli 
in the judgment of the Kxeeutive shall be deemcHl luoM 
suitable. In particular circumstance'^, the Congress may 
decree, upon previous petition and recommendation of the 
(jo\ernor, Ayuntamientos, in tho-^e places of lesser popula¬ 
tion. 

I .')S. In those settlements which cannot have the ostahlish- 
uient of an Ayuntamiento, and in the interior government 
of which, by reason of their distance from other muiiici- 
paiities, cannot be taken care of, the electoral assemblies of 
the district to which it is attached shall apjjoint a commissary 
of police and one Syndic, (procurador,) who sliall discharge 
the function which the regulation for the political govern- 
uient of the towns shall designate. 

159. 7’he Ayuntamiento shall be composed of the Alcalde 
or Alcaldes, Syndic or Syndics, and Aldermen, whose num¬ 
ber the said regulation shall designate. 

100. To be a member of the Ayuntamiento, it is requisite 
to be a citizen in the exercise of his rights, more than twenty- 
five years of age, or being married, twenty-one years of age, 
to be an inhabitant of the Ayuntamiento district, with resi¬ 
dence in it three years, one of them immediately prior to 
the election; to have a capital or calling u])on which he 
can subsist, and to know how to read and write. • 

107. The offices of the Ayuntamiento municipal 
charges from which ho persona can excuse themselves. 
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Title 3. —Of the Judicial Power. 

Only Section. —Of the Administraiimi of Justice in 

general, 

Pakagraph 1. —Of the Adminisiratio^i of Justice in Civil 

Case.9. 

Paragraph 2. —Of the Administration of Justice in 

Criminal Cases. 


Paragraph 8 . —Of the Inferior Courts and Superior 

Tribunals, 


Title 4th. Only Section. — Of the Public Revenue. 

Title 5th. Only Section. — Of the Chic Militia if the 

State. 

211. In all the towns of the State there shall be esta¬ 
blished corps of civic militia, and these shall constitute the 
military force of the same. 

212. The formation of these corps, their orgaiiizalioii, 
discipline atid internal government, shall be regulated by 
Congress, conformably to the general laws of Fetleration on 
the subject. 

213. The Congress shall regulate the service of this 
militia, so as to e^ect the puraoses of their institution, in a 
manner the most useful to the state and the least burden¬ 
some to the citizens. 

214. No inhabitant of Coahuila and Texas can he ex¬ 
cused from affording his service when required by law. 


Title 6th. C^ly Section.— Of Public Instruction. 

I ii 

217. Th^ method of instruction shall be uniform through¬ 
out the State; and to facilita^ this end, the Con^ss shall 
form a general plan fer public instructiion; and shall regulate 
by means of statutes and Irws whatoyer appertains to this 
most important object. 
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Titlk 7th. Only Sbction. — Of the Obxervmice of the 

Constitution. 

2IH. 'J’ho observance of the Constitution in all its parts 
i*; one of the most sacred obligations of the inhabitants of 
the State of Coahuilu and Texas, and no one can be ab¬ 
solved from it, neither the Congress nor any other atithority. 
And every inhabitant of Coahuila and Texas can insist upon 
this observance, making representations for this object to the 
Congre.ss, or to the Rxecutive. 

Any infraction of this Constitution creates a per¬ 
sonal resj)onsibility. In order to render effective this re¬ 
sponsibility, the Congress shall issue the laws and decrees 
which it believ(!s conducive to this object; and besides, every 
y('ar at their first session, shall take into consideration the 
infractions which the permanent deputation and the Council 
t)f CJovornrnent may present, and shall do what may be 
ncc('ssary thereon. 

220. Tlic public functionaries of the State, of whatever 
cliiSH they may lx*, shall, at, the time of entering upon their 
offices, take the oath to observe, sustain, and defend, the 
(!!onstitution;d Act, the general Constitution, and that of the 
Stale, and to discharge faithfully and completely the duties 
of their office. 

221. Propositions for the reformation, alteration, or ab¬ 
rogation of one OP more of the Articles of this Constitution 
must be made in writing, and be .supported mkI signed by 
two-thirds of the deputies. 

222. The Congress, in whose time any of these proposi¬ 
tions may be made, shall not act otherwise thereon in the 
second year of their session than by reading and publishing 
them, with the grounds upon which they are supported. 

223. The following Congress will eitner admit or reject 
the discussion of these propositions, and being admitted, 
they shall be published anew by the press, and shall be cir- 
culifted by the .(governor, in order that they may be read in 
the next electoral assemblies before they shall make the 
appointment of deputies to Congress. • 

224. In the following Congress they shall discuss the 
proposed,alterations, refoiros, abrogaJtious, rfind if they 
are approved of, they shall be immediately published with 
the Constitutional Articles. 

225. In making the reforms, alterations, or abrogations 
indicated, besides Uie rules prescribed in the anterior articles, 

2h2 
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there shall be observed all those formalities provided for the 
passing or repealing of the Laws, with the exception of the 
right conceded to the Governor of making observations, 
which cannot take place in these cases. 

Given in Saltillo, \Mh March, 1827. Santiago del 
Valle, President; Juan Vicent Campos, Vice President; 
Rafael Ramos Valdez, Jose Maria viesca, Francisco An¬ 
tonio Guttieroz, Jose Joaquim de Arce Rosalez, Mariano 
Varela, Jose Maria Valdez y Guajardo, Jose Cayetano 
Kamos, Deputy and Secretary; Dionisio Elisondo, Depifty 
and Secretary. 

Therefore, f command, Th^X it be printed, published, cir¬ 
culated, and complied with. 

Given in Saltillo, 11th of March, 1827. 

JOSE IGNACIO ARISPK. 
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COLON IZATfOiN LAWS 

OF TUB 

MEXICAN CONFEDERATION 

AND THB 

STATE OF COAHUILA AND TEXAS. 


Protection by Government, 

Art. 1. The Government of the Mexican Nation will 
protect the liberty, property, and civil rights of all foreigners 
who profess the Roman Catholic religion, the established 
religion of tlie empire. Law of the 4th of January, 1823. 

Art. I & 2 of the I^aw of the 4th of August, 1824, ,\ ame. 

Art. 1 of the Colonization Law of Coahuila and I'cxas, 
24th of March, 1825, %ame. By a law of Coahuila and 
Texas of 21st of May, 18.34, protection is offered to the 
person and property of every settler, whatever may be his 
religion. 

Art. y of the Law of Mexico, dated 6th of April, 1830, 
forbids foreigners entering from the Northern frontier with¬ 
out passports. 

Art. 11 of same Act prohibits citizens of foreign coun¬ 
tries, lying adjacent to the Mexican Territory, from settling 
as colonists in the states or territories adjoining such coun¬ 
tries, and suspends contracts not executc^l, opposed to such 
article, &c. [The eleventh article of this law, which was 
directed against the Americans, was repealed iti 1833.] 

Art. 1 & 2 of instructions to Commissioner of 4th Sep¬ 
tember, 1827, require certificates of their religious cha¬ 
racter, &c., from the local authority, without which they 
cannot be admitted; and the Empres&rio must give his 
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opinion of tin* sufficiency of said certificates—their gonuim^- 
ness, &c. 

Distribution of Lands. 

Art. 2. The Executive will distribute lands to settlers 
under the terms and conditions herein expressed. Laws oi‘ 
Mexico, 4th of January, 1823, see also. Law of the 18th of 
August, 1824, same. 

Art. 4 of the laws of Coahiiila and Texas, passed 24t h 
of March, 1825, provides, tliat after a foreigner has made a 
declaration of his wish to become a settler in due form, as 
directed in section 3, and taken an oath to support the 
Constitution of the General and State Governments, &c., 
he is at liberty to designate any vacant land, and the Po¬ 
litical Authority will grant it to him, in the same manner 
as to a native of the country, to be approved by the Go¬ 
vernment. 

Quantity, ^c. 

Art. 16. Families or unmarried men, who, entirely of 
their own accord, haVe emigrated, and may wish to unite 
themsjelves to any new towns, can at all times do so, and 
shall receive, provided that his sole occupation is cultivation 
of land, one labor ; should he also be a stock raiser, graz¬ 
ing land shall be added to complete a and should 

his only occupation be raising of stock, he shall receive a 
superficies of land, equal to twenty-four million square varas. 
By Art. 15 of the same Act, unmarried men shall receive 
a like quantity, when they enter the matrimonial state; 
and foreigners who marry native Mexicans shall receive 
one-fourth more. Those who arc entirely single can receive 
only one-fourth as much, undl they marry. The govern¬ 
ment can augment thO quantity of land, in proportion to 
family, industry, and activity m the colonists. And, by 
An. 18, families who emigrate in conformity to the 16th 
Art. shall immediately presentf themselves to the Political 
Authorities of the <places which Ihoy have chosen for their 
residence, who, findit% the legal requisiteli,' sliaU „ admit 
them and put them ih po»s^on of the corresponding lands, 
and, by means of themselves nr a commissioner, wdll issue 
them a title. 

Art. 3, 16, and 18, of the Law; of^ Coahuila and Texas, 
of the Act of the 24lh of March,'1825,/Ae Also,. 
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Art. 4 of the Law of Mexico of the 4th of January, 1823, 
same. 

Mechanics are entitled to town lots gratis, by Art. 15 of 
the Law of 27th September, 1827. 

By Law of Coahuila and I’exas, of session 1833-4, it was 
enacted, that no further grants should be made to Empre- 
sjirios. That a sitio, or league of land, be considered wholly 
cultivated when the colonist placed on it 125 large stock, 
such as cattle and horses (ganado mnjor), or 250 small, as 
sheej) and swiuc {ganado mcnor). A Commissioner-general 
aj)pointed to have all the public vacant lands surveyed in 
labors (lots of 177 acres) and offered for sale at the minimum 
])rico of ten dollars per labors being previously offered at 
public sale on the same plan and conditions that the United 
States adopt in the disposal of their public lands. 

By Law of Coahuila and Texas, May 2nd, 1835, persons 
and families who had entered Texas previous to that date, 
if they had not obtained land before, were entitled to it under 
the general laws. 

Sale by Government. 

By Art. 24 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, passed 24th 
of March, 1825, Government will sell to Mexicans, and to 
them 07ify, such lands as they may wish to purchase, not 
more than eleven sitios, and under the condition that the 
purchaser cultivate what he acquires by this title within 
six years from its acquisition, under the penalty of losing 
them; the price of each sitio, subject to the foregoing con¬ 
dition, shall be one hundred dollars, if it be pasture laud ; 
one hundred and fifty dollars, if it be farming land, without 
the facility of irrigation; and two hundred and fifiy dollars, 
if it can be irrigated. 

Art. 36. Building lots in new towns shall be given gratis 
to the contractore of 1 hem, and also to artists of every class, 
as many as are necessary for tlie establishment of their 
trade; and to other settlers they shall be sold at Public 
Auction, to be paid for in six, twelve, and eighteen months; 
but all owners of lots shall annuaUy^ipa.y one dollar for 
each lot, which, together with the produce of the sales, to 
be appli^ to building churches in said town. , And by the 
instruction to the commissioners of the 4th of September, 
1827, 

Section 15. A mechahic is to receive in a new town one 
lot, subject to draft, and the EmpresariQ two, without draft. 
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Should tliere be a imiuber ol’ a|)[)lu’auta for the same lot, it 
shall be decided by draft. 

General Colonization Laws, 

Art. 3 of the Act of the Mexican Oongress of the I8ih of 
August, 1824, declares that the Legislatures of all the States 
will, as soon as possible, form Colonization Laws or regu¬ 
lations for their respective States, conforming themselves, in 
all things, to the constitutional act, general constitution and 
regulations established by law. 

Section 18. The Mexican Congress decree, that the (Jo- 
veruniont shall form a system for the regulation of the new 
Colonies, and shall, within' one year, lay before Congress 
an accotmt of the colonists established under this law. 
'J'he Congress of Coaluiila and Texas formed their Coloni¬ 
zation Laws 2Uh of March, 1825. 

Not to colonise within Tw&tUy leagues of the Limits of a 

Foreign Nation. 

By Art. 4 of the Law of the Mexican Congress of the 
18th of August, 1824, there cannot be colonised any lands 
within twenty leagues of the limits of any foreign nation, nor 
within ten leagues of the coast, without the previous appro¬ 
bation of the General Supreme Executive Power. 

Art. 7. The Act of the Legislature of Coahuiia and I’exas 
of the 24th of March, 1825, and the 5th Art. of instruction 
to the Commissioner of the State, dated 4th of September, 
1827, the same. 

Emjtresarios or Cmireiet-m's, 

Art. 3 of the Act of the Mexican Congress, of the 4th of 
January, 1823, provides, that EmpresaHos who shall in¬ 
troduce at least two hundred femuHes, shall previously con¬ 
tract with the Executive, inform |iim pf. their resouwres, and 
business to be pursued, to enable the £!3i;:ecuti veto designate 
the province, &c. ^ 

Art. 19. To each Empresario, who introduces and esta- 
Vdishes two hundre4 families, shall be grautfxl at the rate ef 
three haciendas and two lahmtt (equal to about 66,775 
acres), but lie will lose tlic right'or property over said land 
unless populated and cultivated in twelve years from the 
date of concession.. The premium cannot exceed ninehx- 
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riendav and six labor.s, whatever may be the number of 
ramilies he introduces (equal to 200,324 acres). By 

Art. 20. The proprietors of said lands at the end of 
twenty years must alienait; twO'thirds of the same by sale, 
or in any other manner they please. And by 

Art. 21. The provision containe<l in articles nineteen and 
twenty are understood as governing contracts made in six 
months from the 4th of January, 1823: after that time 
the l^xecutive can diminish the premium as he may deem 
})roper. 

Art. 8 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, passed 24th of 
March, 1825, provides, that in projects for new settlements, 
ill which one or more persons ofler to bring at their own 
expense one hundred or niore families, shall be presented to 
the Government, and if found conformable to this law, they 
will be admitted and the Government will intmediately 
designate to the contractors the laiul where they are to 
establish themselves,, and the term of six years, within 
which they must present the number of families they con¬ 
tracted for, under the jienalty of losing the rights and privi¬ 
leges offered in their favour, in proportion to the number of 
families which tiiey fail to introduce, and the contract te- 
tally annulled, if they do not bring at least one hundred 
families. 

By Art. 12 of the same Law, the contractor or contractors 
for the establishment of a new settlement are entitled to five 
sitios of grazing land, and five labors (equal to 23,025 acres), 
at least for each hundred families which he or they may 
introduce, the one half of which shall be without the facility 
of irrigation, and they can only receive this premium for 
(*ight hundred families (equal to 184,200 acres). 

Mexican Measure of Land, 

Art. 5 of the Law of the Mexican Congress of the 4th 
of January, 1823, establishes the measure of land as follows: 
The rara, of three geometrical feet (equal to 33^ inches); 
straight line of five thousand varas shall be a league (.square 
varas, equal to 4629 yards, 1 foot, lOf inches, or or 

2 mile.s, 201 rods, 12 feet, 4 inches). A square, each of 
whose sides shall be one league, shall be called a sitio; 
twenty-five million square varas is a sitio (equal to 
4428rj5iy acres), five sitios shall compose one hacienda 
(equal to 22,140 acres). • 
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Art. 7. A labor is oue million square varas, or one thou¬ 
sand varas on each side. See, also, 

Art.. 11 of the Act of the Congress of Coahuila and 
Texas, passed 24th of March, 1825, same. 

Establishments under former Government. 

By Art. 10 of the Law of the Mexican Congress of the 
4th of January, 1823, esiablishmcnts made under the 
former government, which are now pending, shall be regu¬ 
lated by this law in all matters that may occur, but those 
that are finished shall remain ip that state. And by 

Art. 31 of the same La\,’, all foreigners, who may have 
established themselves in any of the provinces of the Em¬ 
pire, under the permission of the former governmeni, will 
remain on the lands which they may have occupied, being 
governed by the tenor of this law iii the distribution of 
said lands. 

Government will cause Lands to be aUenated. 

By Art. 11 of the Law of the 4th of January, 1823, 
of the Mexican Republic, government will adopt measures 
for dividing out the lands, which have accumulated in large 
portions in the hands of individuals or corporations, and 
which are not cultivated, indemnifying the proprietors for 
the just price of such lands, to be affixed by appraisers. 
And by 

Art. 20 of the same Law', proprietors who have aerpnred 
their lands as a premium for the introduction of settlers, 
must alienate two-thirds of their land by sale or otherwise, 
as they please, at the end of twenty years from the con¬ 
cession. Vide title Empresarios ma Contractors. 

Villages, Towns, and Cities. 

Art. 12 of the Law of the 4th J^nuarjr> 1623, the union 
of many families at one pli^, shall he called a village, 
town, or city, agreeably to the number of' its inhabitants, 
its extension, locality, &c.; and the same i^gulations for its 
government and Police shall be observed, as in others of 
the same cla,ss in the Empire, By 

Art. 34 of the Law's of Coahuila and Texas, of the 24th 
March, 1825, towtiB shall be founded on the sites deemed 
most suitable by the government, or the person commis¬ 
sioned for that purpose, and for each one there shall be desig- 
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iiiitedyb/fr squat'c leagues, whose area may be in a* regular 
or an irregular form, agreeably to liic situation. By 

Art. 35, if any of the said sites should be tlie property 
of an individual, and the establishment of new towns on 
tht'in should notoriously be of general utility, they can, 
notwithstanding, be appropriated to this object, previously 
iiulemnifying the owner for its just value, to be determined 
by appraisers. In Coahuila and Texas, by a law of the 
lih of September, 1827, appointing a Commissioner, it 
beconu's his duty to select all sites for towns in tlie aforc- 
‘iaid states. 

Streets. 

By Art. 13 of the Law of the Mexican llepuhlic of the 
‘ilird .Tanuary, 1823, stre<.*ts are to be laid straight, miming 
East and West, North and South; and by Art. 14, the 
streets must be twenty varas wide. See also Art. 37 aiul 
3S, of the Colonization Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 
24th March, 1825, to same effect. 

Public Squares. 

By Art. 12 of instmetion to the Commissioner by act of 
the Legislature of C-oahuila and Texas, of the 4lh of Sep¬ 
tember, 1827, in all new towns there shall be designated a 
public scpiare, which shall be one hundred and twenty varas 
on each side, exclusive of. streets, which shall he called 
prntcipal or constitutional square, and this shall be the cen¬ 
tral point from which the streets shall run for the formation 
of squares and blocks. 

Art. 13. The block situated on the east side of the prin¬ 
cipal square shall be destined for the church, curate's house, 
and other ecclesiastical buildings. The block on the west 
side of said square for public buildings of the munici- 
jiality. In some other suitable situation a block shall be 
designated for a market square. Another for a jail and 
house of correction.. Anotherfor a school, and other edifices 
for public instruction; and another beyond the limits of 
the town, for a burial-ground. * 

• Provhfces. • 

By Art. 14 of the Law of the Mexican Republic of tlie 
4th January, 1823, provinces sliaU be formed, whose super¬ 
ficies shall oe six thousand square leap;ites. Government 
to colonise agreeably to the act of the 18th August, 1824. 
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When Toinis are formed^ how regulated, ^c. 

By Art. 15 of the Law of the Republic of Mexico, of tlio 
4th January, 1823, as soon as a sufficient number of families 
may be united to form one or more towns, <he local govern¬ 
ment shall be regulated, and the constitutional Ayunta- 
rnientos and other local establishments formed, in con¬ 
formity with the laws. By 

Art. 40 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, passed 24th 
March, 1825, as jfoon as forty families are united in one 
place, they shall proceed to the formal establishment of the 
new towns, and ail of them shall take an oath to support 
the general and slate constitution, which oath shall be admi¬ 
nistered by the Commissioner; they shall then, in his pre¬ 
sence, proceed to the election of their municipal authority. 

fi'Aen to elect an Ayuniamiento. 

By Art. 41 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 24tli 
of March, 1825, a new town, whose inhabitants shall not be 
less than two hundred, shUll elect an Ayuntaihiento, provided 
there is not another one established within eight leagues, iu 
which case, it shall be added to it. The number of indi¬ 
viduals that arc to compose the Ayuntamiento shall be 
regulated by the existing laws. By 

Sec. 42. Foreigners are eligible, subject to the provi¬ 
sions, which the constitution of the state prescribe, to elect 
the members of their municipal sussemblies, and to be elected 
to the same. . 

' Spiritual Pa^ort. 

By Art. 16 of the, Law of the Mexican Congress, of the 
4th January, 1823, the. Oovernroent ahali take care, in 
accord with the respective ecd^i^tical authorities, that 
new towns are provided ^itha s^^cieiit number of spiritual 
jjrtA7orjr, and in like jT pioposif to Congress a 

plan for their decent suppoi^,.And 

Art. 45 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 24th 
March, 1825, is tjjo same. 

' ' 

Pre/hrenee teho first arripe.^ 

By Art. 17 of the of thip 4th Janaafy, 1823, of the 
Mexican Republic, h who arrive 

first shall have tho prefe^rehce; but by Art. 18 of the same 
act, Mexicans shdli have the prefetance in the disiributioh 
of land, and particularly the military of the Three Giiarau- 
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loos, in conformity with the decree of the 27th March, 1821, 
and also tho«e who served in the first epoch of the insiirnKj- 
tiou. By 

Art. 9 of the Act of the Mexican Congress of the 18th 
August, 1824, Mexican citizens have a preference in the 
tlistribution of land, but no distinction shall be made among 
them, except that which is founded on individual nlel•i^ or 
services rendered to the country, or under equal circumstan¬ 
ces, a residence in the place where the lands tobedi.stribufed 
are situated. 

Military. 

By Art. 10 of the Act of the Mexican Congress of ttie 
I8th August, 1824, the military, who in virtue of the offer 
made on the 27th March, 1821, have a right to lands, shall 
he attended toby the States, in conformity with the diplomas 
which are issued to that effect by the supreme Executive 
power. 

Art. 10 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas gives prefer¬ 
ence to military and Mexicans. 

of Concession determines the Might Iq Property. 

By Art. 22 of the Law of the 4th of January, 1823, of 
the Mexican Congress, the date of the concession furnishes 
and constitutes an inviolable law for thp right of property, 
find legal ownership. Should any one, through error, or bv 
subsequent concession, occupy land belonging to another, he 
shall have no right to it, further than a preference in case of 
sale, at the current price. But by Art. 21 of the Laiv of 
Coahuila and 'I exas of the 24th March, 1825, if by error of 
concession, any land shall be granted belonging to another, 
on proof being made of that feet, an equal quantity shall be 
granted elsewhere to the pereon wtio may thus have obtained 
it through error, and he shall be indemnified by the owner 
of such land for any improvements he may have made; the 
just value of such improvements shall be ascertained by 
appraisers. 

Cultivation. • 

h _ 

By Ar^ 23 of the Law of the M^exicfin Republic of the 
4th January, 1823, if after tw6- yearn from the date of the 
concession, the co}onist. ^ould not have cultivated his lands, 
the right of property shall be considered as renounced, in 
which case, tile respective Ayuntamientos can grant it to 
another. By 
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Art. ‘21 of the I^aw of (''onhuila ami 'rrxa*^, of the ‘24th 
March, 1825, lands sold to Me.\ioans must be eidti\aled 
in six years, under the penalty of losinpr them. And hs 
Art. of the same Act, the new settlers, who, within sik 
years from the date of the concession ha\e not c\illivated or 
occupied the lands granted them, according to itsqiialit\. 
shall he considered to have renounced them, and the respec¬ 
tive political authorities shall proceed to take po.s&(*ssion of 
them and recall the titles. 

Taxesi Tithes, ^c. 

By Art. 24 of the Law of the Mexican Republic of the 
4th January, 1823, during six years from the date of the 
concession, the colonists shall not pay tithes or duties on 
their produce, nor any contribution, under whatever name it 
may be called. By 

Art. 25 of the same Law, the next six ycarfe from the 
same date, they shall pay half tithes and the hall' of the 
contributions, whether direct or indirect, that are paitl by 
the other citizens of the empire. After this time, they shall 
in all things, relating to taxes and contributions, be placcfl 
on the same footing with the other citizens. By 

Art. 32 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 24th 
Marcli, 1825, colonists during the first ten years, counting 
from the day of the establishment of the new settlement, 
shall be free from all contributions of whatever denomina- 
t ion, except such as are generally imposed, in case of inva¬ 
sion or to prevent it; and all the produce of agriculture or 
industry of the new settlors shall be free from excise, &c., 
but subject, after that period, like all others in the stat(^ By 

Art. 33 from the day of their settlement they can pur¬ 
sue any branch of industry, and can work mines, &c., sub¬ 
jecting themselves to the usual taxes, &c., on that branch of 
indust 17 . 

Art. 43. Municipal expenses, and all otheys which may 
be considered necessary for the new towns, shall b<* proposed 
to the government by the Ayuntamiento, and if approved by 
the Legislature, order it executed, &c. 

, Citizenship and Naturalization. 

By Art. 27 of the Law of the Mexican Republic, of the 
4th January, I823«i all foreigners, who come to e.stablish 
themselves within’|he empire, shall be considered as natur¬ 
alised, should they exercise any useful profession or in- 



APPENDIX. 


rir. 


479 


dii'^try, by whicli, al the end of three years, they liA\e a 
euy)ital to support themselves with decency and are nutir/ed, 
'rhose who, with the foregoing qualificalions, marry Me\i- 
cans, will acquire particular merit for the obtaining letters 
of citizenship. 

A-it 28. Congress will grant letter^* of citizenship to those 
who solicit them, in contormity with the constitution of tiie 
empire. 

Art. 31. FoK'ignerv who established themselves under a 
former government are entitled to the same privilegi*, arui 
will remain on their lands, being governed by the tenor of 
tliis law in the distribution of lands. And by Art. 31 of 
the Law of Coidiuila and Texas, having obtained land and 
established tliemselves, are from that moment considered 
naturalised in the country. 

ColmiiAts domidliateJ out of the lifnits of the Mepubhc 
hse title to their lands. 

By Art. 15 of the Law of the Mexican Republic, of the 
18th August, Jb‘21, a person, who by virtue of this law 
acipiires a title to lands, cannot hold tliem if he is domi- 
cilhitrd out of the limits of the Republic. 

Contracts with Frupresafios guaranteed hy law. 

By Art. 11 of the Law of the Republic of Mexico, of the 
18th August, 1824, contracts which the cmpresarios make 
with the iamilies which they bring at their own expense, this 
law guarantees. 

Art. 9 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas of the 24th 
March, 1825, guarantees all contracts made by contractors, 
undertakers, or empresarios, with families brought at their 
expense, so far as they are conformable to its provisions. 

Alienation of Lands. 

By Art. 29 of the Law of the 4th January, 1823 of the 
Mexican Republic, every individual shall ^efree to leave the 
empire, and can alienate tlie lands over w'hich he may have 
acquired the right of property, agreeably to tlie tenor of the 
law of tlie 4lh January, 1823; and he can likewise take 
away from the country all his property, by paying the 
duties established by law. By 

Art. 27 of the Law of Coahuila and /]|[cxas, passed 24th 
March, 1825, the contractors and military, heretofore spoken 
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of, and tho'-o who by piirchaM* lum* acquiml liind*», ran 
aiienalp them at any time, but the successor is obliged to 
cultivate ihoin in the same time that the original proprieftn* 
was bound to do. The other settlers can alienate theirs when 
they have wholly cultivated them, and not before. By 

Art. litS of the same Law, by testamentary nV/, in con¬ 
formity with the existing laws, or those wliich ma\ govern 
in future, any new c^olonist, from the day of his settlement, 
may dispose of his land, although he may not have culti¬ 
vated it, and,* if he dies iniestale, his property shall be 
inherited by the person or persons entitled by the laws to it ; 
the heirs being subject to tlie same obligation and cunditiuti 
imposed on the original grante(^ By 

Art 30 of the same Law, the new settler who, wishing to 
establish himself in a foreign country, resolves to loa\e fh<* 
territory of the State, can do so freely, with all his prop<‘rty; 
but after leaving the State, he shall not any longer hold his 
land, and if he had not previously sold it, or the sale should 
not be in conformity with the 2 /th article, it shall become 
entirely vacant. 

All persons obtaining land from the Government obliged 
to lake an oath to support the constitution. Residence of 
six years, and some small improvement, requisite to jierfeet 
title. 

Under law of March, 1834t settlers empowered to sell the 
land before actual settlement or cultivation, but the si'coiut 
purchaser bound to do both, within six years from date of 
original title, or forfeit his land. 

Lands shall not pass into Mortmain. 

By Art. 29 of the Act of Coalmila and Texas, of the 24th 
March, 1824, lands acquired by virtue of this law shall not, 
by any title whatever, pass into mortmain. And by 

Art. 13 of the Act of the Mexiegp Republic, of the 18th 
August, 1824, the new colonists shall not transfer their 
property in mortthain. 

'Articles free of Duly. 

By Art. 2p of the Law of the Mexican Rt^publie, of the 
4th January, 1824, all the instruments of husbandry, ma¬ 
chinery, and other utensils that are introduced by the Colo¬ 
nists for their use, at the tiine of their coming to the empire, 
shall be free, as jlgo the merchandise introduced by each 
family, to the amount of 2,000 dollars. 
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By Art. 12 *it‘ the Law of tho Mexican Republic, of the 
6 lh of April, 18.30, for and during the term of four years, 
the coasiting trade shall be free to Foreign vessels for trans¬ 
portation of produce of tl\o Colonists, to the ports of Mata- 
nioras, 'I'antipico, and Vrra Cruz; and by Art. 1.3 of the 
same Act, for and during tlie- term of two years, the intro- 
<luction of friimc hovst^s, and of every kind of foreign pro- 
\isions shall be ad uitled into the ports of (lalveston and 
Matagorda free of duty. 

^Slavei-y. 

B\ Art. 30 of the Law of the Mexican Goveninient, of 
the 1th January, 1823, after the publication of said I,aw. 
tiK're can be no sale or purchase of slaves, which may be 
introduced into the Fitnpire. The children of slaves, born 
in the t iupire, shall b(! free at fourteen years of age. By 
the Laws ofCoahuila and 7Vxas, passed 21th«March, 1824, 
Art. 'It), new settlers, as regards the introduction of shi\cs, 
shall subject themselves to the existing Laws, and those 
w'liich may hereafter be established. Anti by a Law t>f the 
Cougrt'ss of Coahnila and Texas, passed the 23d of March, 
1831, there shall be formed in each town a Ih’gtxftr of the 
S/avrft, with a statement of their ages, names, and sexes. 

Art. 2. A JiegUter shall be kept of the birth of children 
of slave parents, since the publication of the Constitution, 
giving an account thereof to the government every three 
months. And in like manner an account of the death ofslave-s. 

Art. 4. lni])orters of slaves, after tho expiration of the 
time mentioned in the 13th Art. of the Constitution (11th 
Si'ptembor, 1827), will be subject to the penalties esta- 
blishc<l by the General Law of the I3th July, 1824. 

Art. D. Slaves are free on the death of their owner, who 
has no lineal lieir.s (except owners are poisoned or assas¬ 
sinated by one of the slaves). And in case of descent by 
lineal heirs, one-tenth are free; to be determined by lot. By 
Art. B the free children of slaws shall receive a good 
education, and be bound out to trades by the Aymitamiento; 
and by Art. 10 a fine of 500 dollars is Imposed on the 
Ayuntamiento which neglects to see the law enforced. 

By Art. >0 of the General Law of the Mexican* Republic, 
of the Gth April, 1830, no change can be made with respect 
to Colonies already established, nor slaves they contain, but 
the prevention of the further admission of slaves shall be 
exacted under the strictest responsibilities. • 

VOL. II. 2 l 
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Saftlers not to hold more than Eleven Lenfrueft. 

By Art. 12 of the Law of the Mexican llepiiblic, of the 
IBth August, 1S24, it shall not be permitted to unite in the 
same hands, with the right of ])roperty, more than one leag nt 
square of land suitable for irrigation; four square leagues 
in superficies of arable land, without the facilities of irriga¬ 
tion, and six square leagues in stiperficies of grazing land. 


Indians. 


By Art. 19 of the Law ofpoahuila and Texas, of the 24lh 
March, 1825, Indians of all Nations, bordering on tlic 
State, as well as wandering tribes within its limits, shall be 
recoivctl in the market, without paying any duties on the 
products of the country; and if they declare in favour of our 
religion and institutions, they shall be entitled to the siime 
quantity of land as spoken ol in the 14th and 15th articles, 
always preferring native Indians to strangers. 

Titles to Land—how obtained. 


By Art. 4 of Instructions to Commissioner appointed by 
the State,on the 4th September, 1827, the said Commissioner 
shall issue, in the name of the State, the titles for lands in 
conformity with the law, and put the new Colonists in jjos- 
session of their lands with all logal formalities, and the pre¬ 
vious citation of adjoining proprietors, should there be any. 

Records of Land. 


By Art. 8 of Instructions to Commissioner, of the 4ili 
September, 1827, the Commissioiier shall form a manu¬ 
script book of paper of the 3rd stamp, in which .sludl be 
written the titles of lands distributed to the Colonists, speci- 
fying the names, the boundaries, and other requisites and 
legal circumstance, and a certified copy of each title shall 
be taken from said book of the 2nd stamp, which shall be 
delivered to the interested person, as his title. The settler 
to pay the value of the stamp j^aperboth for tlie original and 
copy. • 

Art. 10. This book shall be preserved in the archives of 
the new Colony, and an exact form of it shall be’ transmitted 
to the Government, with every requisite. 


Witnesses^ 

By Art. 26 of Instruction to the State Commissioner, of 
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tii(‘ 1th St'ptoinhv'r, lS‘27. all public* instrurac'nts, titles or 
other (loeunieiits, issued by the C’ommissioner, shall be 
tesled bv assistant wituebscs. 

appointi'd by Commis^ionn. 

lly Ar». 7 of Jnstiuetioii to Commissioner, of the Itli 
September, 1827, the Commissioner shall appoint, undcT 
his own res])onsibility, the surveyor, who must sur\ey the 
land spK'ntillcally, under oath, &c. 

Art. G. ^'hc* Conninssioncr shall take* care that no vacant 
lands be left between possessions; and in order Iha^ the 
hue- of t'ach maybe clearly designated, he shall corape*} the 
Colonists, within the term of one year, to mark their lines, 
and to establish liKcd and permanent corners. 

ffomo^ to be constructed within a limited time. 

By Art 18 of Instruction to Commissioner, of the* 4th 
fseptemher, 1827, he shall cause the holders of Town lot*, to 
construct houses on said lots within a limited time, under 
file penalty of forfeiting them. 

Amount to be paid by New Settlers to the State 

B> Art. 22 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 
24th of March, 1825, as an acknowledgment, the new 
sc'ttler shall pay to the State for each hitio of pasture land, 
30 dollars; two dollars and a halfior each without 

tin* facility of irrigation, and 3.50 dollars for each one that 
can he irrigated, and so on, projxirtionally, according to the 
quantity and quality of the land distributed ; to be paid, one- 
third in four, one-third in five, and one-third in six years, 
under the penalty of losing the land on failure of either pay¬ 
ment. (Are excepted from this payment the Contractor.^, 
on account of their premium, and the MUltary, for lands 
obtained by their Diplomas.) The payments above re¬ 
ferred to, to be made to the Ayuntainieuto, &c. • 

By Art. 25 of the same Law, the price cannot be altered 
by the Legislature, nor as regards the quantity and qualit y, 
under six years. 

• • 

Fees of Commissioner and Surveyor. 

The Governor, by Art. 39 of the Act of the Legislature 
of Coahuila and Texas, of the 24th March, 1825, designates 
the fees of the Commissioner, who, in conjunction with the 

2 I 2 
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Colonists, shall fix the Surveyor’s fees, both to be paid by 
the Colonist. 

Executive maif ftell or tease Lands. 

By Art. 32 of the Law of the Mexican Republic, oftlu* 
4th of January, 1823, the Executive, as it may deem neces¬ 
sary, will sell or lease the lands, which, on account of their 
local situation, may be the most important, beintj governed, 
in respect of all others, by the provisions of this law. 

Government may use Lands for National Defence. 

By Art. 5 of the Law o*^the Mexican Republic, of the 4th 
January, 1823, should the Government deem it necessary to 
use any of the coast or border lands for the construction of 
warehouses, arsenals, or any other public edifice, they can do 
so with the approbation of the General Congress, or in its re¬ 
cess, of the Council of Government. And by the law of the 
Mexican Congress, of the ISlh August, 1824, the Executive 
is empowered to take posse.-saion of (any) lands (in new 
colonies) that may be suitable for fortifications and arsenals 
for new colonies, indemnifying the State by a deduction from 
the debt due by such State to tlie Federation, 

Commissioner to preside cUafl Popular Elections. 

By Art.. 23 of Instniction to Copjraissiouer, by the lavt of 
Coaliuila and Texas, of the 4th September, 1827, the Coni-, 
missioner is to president all popular elections mentioned in 
the 40th Art. of the Colonization Law, for the appointment 
of the Ayuntamiento, and shall put the elected in possession 
of their oflSces. 

JFerries.. 

By Art. 21 6f the Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 4th 
September, 1827, the CommissitUier shall see that on the 
crossing of .each of the rivers the public roads where a 
towi^is founded, a Ferry iS established at the cost of the 
iniiabitants of said town : a mUderate rate of ferriage shall be 
established to*pay the salary of the lerryman and the cost of 
necessary boats/ and the balance shall be applied to the 
public funds of tile , 

By Artr 2^, in places where there are no towns, and 
where Ferries are noCeiis«r|,"t]^ Colonist who is settled there 
shall be charged with the esiablishment of tlie Ferry, col¬ 
lecting a moderate ferriage until such Ferry is rented out for 
the use of the State.—He shall form an exact and certified 



APPENDIX_IIT. 


485 


account of all expenses, and also of the amount received— 
and if he has not received the amount disbursed, he is 
entitled to receive the balance duo to him when the Ferry is 
surrendered to the State. 

Spanish Lamjuuge. 

Hy Art. 2G of Instruction to Commissioners, by the Act 
of the Legislature of Coahuila and Texas, of the 4th Septem¬ 
ber, 1H27, all public instruments, titles, or other documents 
issued by the (\»mmissjoner, shall be wxitien m Spanish ; 
the numiorials, report, and decrees bf the Colonists, or Em- 
presarios, on any subject whatever, shall be written in the 
same language, whether they art' to be transmitted to 
(ito^ernment or preserved in the archives of the colony, 

Mexican Families. 

Hy Art. 7 of the Act of the Mexican Congress, of the 6th 
April, 181.10, Mexican Families who may voluntarily desire 
to become Colonists, shall be conveyed free of expense, 
subsisted during the first year, and receive a grant of land 
and the necessary implements of husbandry. They must 
conform to the laws of Colonization of the Federation and 
State in which they are settled. 

Convicts removed to New Colonies. 

By Arts. 5 and 6 of the Law of the Mexican Republic, 
of the 6th of April, 1830, Government may cause such 
number of convicts, destined for Vera Cruz and other places, 
as it. may deem proper to be conducted to the colonies it 
may establish, to be employed in constructing fortifications, 
pubiic buildings, and roads, which the respective Commis¬ 
sions may deem necessary, and at the expiration of service 
the convicts shall be furnished with laud, if they desire to 
become colonists, subsistence for one year, and implements 
of husbandry: Government will pay the expense of such 
families as may desire to accompany tliom. 

Government, to appoint Agmis to vis^ 'New Colonies. 

By Art. 3 of the Laws of Mexico, of the 6th April, 
1830, the Government shall appoint one or more Commis¬ 
sioners to visit the Colonies of the frontier States; to contract 
with the Legislatures of those States for the purchase, by 
the nation, of lands for the establishment of New Colonies 
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of Mexicans and Foreigners; lo make arrangements for the 
security of the Kepublic within the (’olonies already esta¬ 
blished ; to watch over the exact compliance of the con¬ 
tracts on the entrance of new cx)lonist8, arid to investigate 
how far the contracts already made liave been complied 
with. 


Foreigners. 

By Art. 7 of the Law of the Mexican Republic, of the 
ISth of August, 1824, until aller the year 1810 the General 
Congress shall not proliibit the entrance, of any foreigner, 
as a colonist, unless imperious circumstances should recpiire 
it, with respect to the individ»\als of a pai-ticular nation. 

By Art. 8 of the same Law, Government, without pre¬ 
judicing the objects of this law, shall take such precautionary 
measures as it may deem expedient for the security of the 
confederation, as respects tho foreigners w'ho come to co¬ 
lonize. 

Government authorised to ex^tend 500,000 dijllars for 

Fortifications. 

By Art. 14 of the Law of Mexico, of the 6th of April, 
1830, the Government,is authorised to expend five hundred 
thousand dollars on the construction of fortifications and 
public buildings on tJie frontier, in the transportation of con¬ 
victs and Mexican families to the now colonies, in the sub¬ 
sistence of such during one year, in implements of husbandry, 
transportation of troops, and premiums to agriculturists who 
m:iy distinguish themselves in the colonies^.and for the gene¬ 
ral purpose contemplated by the foregoing articles. The. 
twentieth part of duties received on coarse cotton goods 
shall be employed to encourage cotton manufactories, by 
purchasing li^ms, machinery, &c,, by furnishing small sums 
to aid in their establishment, fo be apportioned among the 
States where this branch of industry exists, to be placed at. 
the disposition of the Minister of Marine. 

Executivi can grant Lands to the Military. 

By Art-. 10 of the Law of Mexico, of the ISth of Augu-st, 
1824, the military, who, in virt|ie of the offer made on the 
27tli March, 1821, have a right to lauds, shall be attended 
to, by the States, in conformity to the diplomas which are 
issued to that eflect by the Supreme Executive Power ; and 
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by Aii. il of the same Act, in virtue of the last article, and 
taking into consideration the ])roVjability t>f life, ifthc Supreme 
Itixecutive Power should deem it expetlient to alienate any 
portion of lands in favour of any officer, civil or military, of 
lilt; Federation, it can do so from the vacant lands of the 
territories. 

Public Works. 

A rt. 44 of the Law of Coahuila and Texas, of the 24th 
March, 1825. For the opening and improving of Roads, 
and other Public Works, in I'exas, the Government will 
transmit to the chief of that department the individuals who 
in other parts of the State may have been sentenced to pub- 
li<; works as vagrants, or for other crimes; and as soon as 
their term of condemnation has expired, they can unite 
iliemselves as settlers and obtain lauds, if within the opinion 
of the Political Chief their reformation has made them 
worthy of such favour, without whose certificate t hey shall not 
bo admitted. 


Special Fx&mptions. 

Law of Coahuila and Texas, 13th January, 1829, provides 
that until twelve years after possession, the lands acquired 
by virtue of the colonization laws, whether they be the general 
lands of the nation or particular lands of the state, by 
national or foreign colonists, or empresarios, shall not be 
subject to the payment of debts contmeted previous to ihe 
acquisition of said lands, whatever may be the origin of said 
debts. After the expiry of twelve years, although (he em- 
jirosarios and colonists are open to the demand of such 
debts, they are not obliged to pay them wnth said lands, 
farming utensils, or instruments of their trade or merchan¬ 
dise. 


Mode of Applicatitm. 

By a Decree of the Congress of Coahuila and Texas, 
dated the 27th of March, 1831, it is decreed that any per¬ 
son petitioning Government tor land, eft using documents 
requiring stamped j>aper, must apply by himself or by proxy 
in onler*ro secure the fees to Government, otherwise his ap¬ 
plication will receive no attention. 
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DECLARATION 

OF Tils’ 

PEOPLE OF TEXAS, 

AND 

PROVISIONAL OOVERNMENT, 

rBOCLAtMSD AND ADOPTED IN 

GENERAL CONVENTION, 

HELD AT SAN FELIPE D1 AUSTIN, NOVEMBER 3, 1833. 


Declaration of tJm People of Texas in Gmercd ConomiUon 

aHsemhled, 

✓ 

WHEREAS Ocnefal Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna 
and other military chieiVains have, by force of arms, 
overthrown the federal institutions of Mexico, and dis¬ 
solved the social compact.which existed between Texas 
and the other members of the Mexican Confederacy ; 
now, the good People of Texas, availing themselves of 
their natural rights, 

SOLEMNLY DECLARE— 

1 st. "Hwf they have taken up arms in defence of their 
rights and liberties, which were threatened by the en¬ 
croachments of nDlitary xlespots, and in defence of the 
Republican Principles of the Federal Constitution of Mexico 
of eighteen byiidred and twenty-'four. 

2 nd. Tliat Texas is no lofHger, morally or civilly, bound 
by the Compact of Union V|'et, stimulated by the gene¬ 
rosity and sympathy common to a free people, jlbcy offer 
their support and assistance fo sucli of the ineinbers of ihe 
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Mexican Confederacy as will lake up arms a gains? military 
despotism, 

‘3rd. That they do not acknowledge that the present 
authorities of the nominal Mexican Rep'iblic have tin* riglit 
to govern within the limits of Texas. 

4th. That they will not cease to carry on war against 
the said authorithis, whilst their troops are within the limits 
of I’exas. 

.0th, That they hold it to be their right during the dis¬ 
organization of the Pederal Sy.stem, and tlie reign of despo¬ 
tism, to withdraw from the Union, to establish an indepen- 
detil Government, or to adopt such measxires as tiiey may 
deem best calculated to protect their rights and libertie.s; 
but that they will continue faithful to the Mexican Govern¬ 
ment so long as that nation is governed by the Constitution 
and laws tliat were formed for the government of the 
Political Association. 

Gtli. That Texas is responsible for the expenses of her 
armies now in the field. 

7th. TJiat the jmblic faith of Texas is pledged for the 
])avment of any debts contracted by her agents. 

8th, 'Hiat she will reward by donations in land all who 
volunteer their services in her present struggle, and receive 
them as citizens. 

I’hese Declarations we solemnlv avow to the world, and 
call God to witness their truth and sincerity; and invoke 
defeat and di.sgrace upon out heads, should .we prove guilty 
of duplicity. 


Plan and Powers of the Provisional Gov&'tmmi of Texaft. 

ARTICLE I. 

That there shall be, and there is hereby created, a Pro¬ 
visional Government for 'Texas, which snail consist of a 
Governor, a Ijieutenant-Governor, and a General Council, 
to be elected from this body, one member from each muni¬ 
cipality, by the majority of each sepamte delegation pre¬ 
sent ; and the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor shall be 
elected by this body. • 

ARTICLE tl. 

'Fhe Lieutenant-Governor shall be President of the Coini- 
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cil, and perfoiin tht* duties of Governor in case of death, 
absence, or from other inability of the Governor, durini; 
which time a President, pro tern.,*'' shall be apiminted 
to perform the dtities of the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council. 


AttTICLK III. 

Tile duties of the General Council shall bo to devise 
ways and means, to advise and as.sist the Governor in the 
discharge of his functions: they shall pass no law.s except 
such as, in their opinion, the emergency of the country 
requires—ever keeping in view the army in tlie fielil, and 
the means necessary for its comfort and support: they shall 
pursue the most effective and energetic measures to rid the 
country of her enemies, and place her in the best possible 
state of defence. Two-thirds of the mernbei*s elect of the 
General Council shall form a quorum to do business; and, 
in order that no vacancy shall hajjpen in the Council, if any 
member, from death or other casualty, shall be incapa¬ 
citated to act, the Governor shall immediately, on infor¬ 
mation thereof, notify the member elected to fill the place; 
and on his default, any member who has been elected to 
this body from the same jurisdiction. 

The Governor and Council shall be authorized to con¬ 
tract for loans, not to exceed one million of dollars, and to 
hypothecate the public lands, and pledge the faith of the 
country for the security of the payment; that they have 
power to impose and regulate import and tonnage duties, 
and provide for their collection under such regulations as 
may be most expedient. They shall have power, and it is 
hereby made the duty of the Governor and Council, to 
treat with the several tribes of Indians concerning their 
land claims, and if possible, to secure their friendship. 

They shall establish post-offices and post-roads, and 
regulate the rates of postage, and appoint a Postmaster- 
General, who shall have competent power for e.onducting 
this department of the Provisional Government, under such 
rules and regulatiows as the Governor and Council may 
prescribe: they shall have pow'er to grant pardons, remit 
fines, and to heat and judge all cases usual in high Courts 
ol* Admiralty, agreeably to the Law of Nations. 

They shall have powaf to ajipoiut their own Secretary, 
and other officers of their own body; also, they shall have 
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iho power to create and fill such offices as they may deem 
proper: provided, nevertlieless, that this ])o\ver do not 
extend to officers heretofore rejected by this Iloiise. 

That tije Governor and Council liave power to organize, 
reduce, or increase the regular foiees, as they may deem the 
emergencies of the country require. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Govei'nor for llio time being, and during the ex¬ 
istence of the Provisional Government, shall be clothed with 
fiill and ample executive pow’ers, and shall be Commander- 
in-Chief of the army and navy, and of all the inilitarv forces 
of'Fexas, by sea and land ; and he shall have full power by 
himself, by and with the consent of the Council, and by his 
proper commander or other officer or officers, from time to 
time, to train, instruct, exercise, and govern the militia and 
navy; and for the special defence and safety of the country, 
to assemble in martial array and put in warlike attitude the 
inhabitants thereof; and to lead and conduct them by his 
proper officers, and with them to encounter, repel, resist, 
and pursue by force of arms, as well by sea and by land, 
witliin or without the limits of Texas; and also to destroy, 
if necessary, and conquer by all proper means and enter- 
prise.s whatsoever, all and every such jjerson or persons as 
shall, at any time, in a hostile manner, attempt or enter¬ 
prise the destruction of our liberties, or the invasion, detri¬ 
ment, or annoyance of the country; and by his proper 
officer-s, use and exercise over the army and navy, and the 
militia in actual service, the law martial in time of war, in¬ 
vasion, or rebellion; and to take and surprise, by all honour¬ 
able ways and means consistent with the law of nations, all 
and every such person or |x*rsons, with their ships, arms, 
ammunition, and goods, as shall, in a hostile manner, invade 
or attempt the invading or annoying our adopted country; 
and that the Governor be clothed with all these and all 
other powers which may be thought necessary by the per¬ 
manent council, calculated to aid and protect the country 
irom her enemies. • 

ARTICLE V. 

There shall be constituted a provisional Judiciary in each 
jurisdiction represented, or which may hereafter be repre- 
sciited in this house, to consist of two judges, a first, and second, 
the latter to act only in the absence or iliahility of the first, 
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and be iiomiiintcd by the Council and eonunissioned bv the 
Governor. 


AttTIOLIi VI. 

livery Judge, so nominated and eonunissioned, shall have 
jurisdiction over all crimes and inistlemoanors recognised 
and known to the common law of Kngland; he shall have 
power to grant writs of “ habeas corpus'* in all cases known 
and practised to and under the same laws; he shall have 
power to grant writs of sequestration, attachment, or arrest, 
in all cases established by the “Civil Code” and “(^ode-of 
Practice” of the Slate of Louisiana, to be regulated bv the 
forms thereof; shall posaest full testamentary powers in all 
cases; and shall also be mgde a Court of Records for (jon- 
veyancos which may be made in English, and not on stamped 
paper ; and that the use of stamped paper he, in all cases, 
dispensed with; and .shall be the “Notary Public” for the 
respective Municipalities; all office fees shall be regulated 
by the Governor and Council. All other civil proceedings 
at law shall be sus{>ended until the G-overnor and General 
Council shall otherwise direct. . Each Municipality shall 
continue to elect a sheriff, alcalde, and other officers of 
Ayuntamionios. 

ARTICLE Vll, 

All trials shall be by jury, and in criminal cases the pro¬ 
ceedings shall be regulated and conducted iipou the princi¬ 
ples of the common law of England ; and the penalties j)re- 
seribed by said law, in case of conviction, shall l>e inflicted, 
unless the offender shall be pardoned, or fine remitted ; for 
which purpose a reasonable time shall be allowed to every 
convict to make application to the Governor and Council. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The officers of the Provision^ Government, except such 
as are elected by this liduse or the people, shall be appointed 
by the General Council, and all officers shall be commis¬ 
sioned by the Govi^rnor, 

ARTICLE IX. 

• * , * 

All Commissions to officers shall be, “ in the name of the 
jH'ople, free and sovereign,” and signed by the Governor 
and Secretary; and all pardons and remissions of fines 
granted, shall be asuigned in the same maimer. 
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AUTfCLK X, 

Every officer and member of the Provisional Government, 
before entering upon the d\tlios of his office, shall take and 
subs(tribe the Allowing oath of office: “ I, A. B., do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that 1 will support the rejmblicim ])rinci- 
]des of the Constitution of Mexico of 1824, and obey the 
i^eclarations anl Ordinances of the Consultation of the 
cljosen Ui'legatesof all Texas in General Convention asseiu- 
bleil, and the Ordinances and Decrees of the Piovisional 
Government; and I wdil faithfully perform and execute the 
duties of my office agreeably to law, and to the best of my 
abilities, so help me God.” 

ARTICLE X(. 

On charges and specifications being made against any 
officer of the Provisional Government for malfeasance or 
misconduct iti office, and presented to the Governor and 
Council, a lair and impartial trial shall be granted, to be 
conducted before the General Council; and if, in the opinion 
of two-thir<Is of the members, cause sufficient be shown, he 
shall be dismissed from office by the Governor. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The Governor and Council shall organize and enter upon 
tlieir duties immediately after the adjournment of this House, 
and hold their sessions at such times and places as, in their 
opinion, will give the most energy and effocl to the objects 
of the people, and to the performance of the duties assigned 
to them. 


ARTICLE Xlll. 

The General Council shall appoint a Treasurer, whose 
duties shall be clearly defined by tliem, and who shall give 
approved security for their faithful performance. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

That all Land Commissioners, Empr^sarios, Surveyors, or 
persons in anywise concerned in the location of laud, be 
ordered forthwith to cease their operations during the 
agitated and unsettled state of the country, and continue to 
desist from further locations until the land offices can be 
properly systematized by the competent authorities which 
may be hereafter established; that fitfand suitable persons 
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be appointed fo take charge of all the archives belonging to 
the different land offices, and deposile the same in safe 
places, secure from the ravages of fire or devastations of 
enemies; and that the persons so appointeil be fully autho¬ 
rized to carry the same into effect, and be requirtnl to take 
and sign triplicate schethilos of all the books, paj)ers, and 
documents found in the several land offices, one of which 
shall be given to the Governor and Council, one left in the 
hands of the officers of the land office, the other to be re¬ 
tained by the said persons: and they are enjoined to hold 
the said papers and documents in safe custody, subject only 
to the orders of the Provtsioiiaf Government, or some sucli 
competent authority as may hereafter be created. And the 
said persons shall be three from each Department as Com¬ 
missioners to be forthwith appointed by this House, to carry 
this resolution into full effect, and report thereof to the Go¬ 
vernor and Council. Tliat the Political Chiefs immediately 
cease their functions. The different archives of the different 
primary Judges, Alcaldes, and other municipal offi<jcrs of 
the various jurisdictions shall be handed over to their suc¬ 
cessors in office, immediately afW their election and aj)- 
pointment; and the archives of the several Political Child's 
of Nacogdoches, Brazos, and Bexar shall be transmitted 
forthwith to the Governor and Council, for their disposi¬ 
tion. 

ARTICit.E XV. 

All persons now in Texas, and performing the duties of 
citizens, who have not acquired their quantum of land, shall 
be entitled to the benefit of the Laws on Colonization under 
which they emigrated; and ail persons who may emigrate* 
to Texas during her conflict for Constitutional Liberty, and 
perform the duties of Citizens, shall also receive the benefit, of 
the Law under which they emigrated. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The Governor, and Council shall continue to exist as a 
Provisional Government until the re-asserabling of this Con¬ 
sultation, or until other Delegates are elected by the people, 
and another Gbvernment est^lished. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

This Convention, when It may think proper to adjourn, 
may stand adjourned, to mwt at the town of Washington 
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on llu* first day of March next, unless sooner calle<l by the 
Exectitivo and Council. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

All grants, sales, and conveyances of lands, illegally or 
fraudulently made by the legislature of the State of (!!oa- 
huilaand '^I'exas, located, or to bo located, within the limits 
of 'I'exas, are liereby solemnly declared null, void, and of 
no eflect. 

AKTICLE XIX. 

All persons who leave the country in its present crisis, 
with a view to avoid a participation in its present struggle, 
without permission from the Alcalde or Judge of their Mu- 
nicijiality, shall forfeit all or any lands they may hold, or 
may have claim to, for the benefit of this Government: pro¬ 
vided, nevertheless, that widows and minors arc not in¬ 
cluded in this provision. 

AKTICLE XX. 

All moneys now due, or that may hereafter become due, 
on lands lying within the limits of Texas, and all ])ublic 
funds or revenues, shall be at the disposal of the Governor 
and General Council, and the receipt of the Treasurer shall 
he a sufficient voucher for any and all persons who may 
pay moneys into the Treasury; and the Governor and Coun- 
(til shall have power to adopt a system of revenue to meet 
the exigencies of the country. * 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Ample powers and authority diall be delegated, and are 
hereby given and delej^ated, to the Governor and General 
Council of the Provisional Government of all lexas, to 
carry into full effect the provisions and resolutions adopted 
by the Consultation of the chosen Delegates of all Texas 
in General Convention assembled,” for the creation, esta¬ 
blishment, and regulation of said Provisional Government. 

OF THE MILITARY. 

ARTICLE I. 

There shall be a Regular Army created for the protec¬ 
tion of Texas during the present war, • 
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ARTICLE U. 

Tile Regular Army of Texas shall consist of one Major- 
General, who shall he Cotnrnander-in-Chief of all the forces 
called into public service during the war. 

ARTICLE 111. 

The Commauder-in-Chief of the Regular Army of Texas 
shall be appointed by the Convention, and commissioned 
bv the Governor. 


ARTICLE IV. 

He shall bo subject, to .he'orders of the Governor and 
Council. 


ARTICLE V. 

His RlalT shall consist of one Adjutant-General, one in¬ 
spector-(jcner.d, one Quartermaster-General, one Ray- 
uiaster-General, one 'Surgeon-General, and four Aids-de- 
Camp with their re.spective ranks, as in the United States 
Army in lime of war, to be appointed by the Major-General 
and commissioned by the Governor. 

ARTICLE VI. 

The Regular Army of Tenas shall consist of men enlisted 
for two years, and volunteers for and during the continu¬ 
ance of the war. 


ARTICLE vn.' 

The Regular Army of Texas, while in the service, shall 
be governed by the rules, regulations, and discipline, in ail 
respects applicable to the regular army of the United 
States of America in time of war, so far as applicable to 
our condition and circumstances. 

ARTICLE Vin. 

The Regular Army of Texas shall consist of eleven 

hundred and twenty men rank and file. 

* 

ARTICLE IX. 

There shall" be a corps of Rangers under the command 
of a Major, to consist of one hundred and fifty men, to be 
divided into three or more detachments, and which shall 
compose a battalion, under the Commander-in-Chief when 
in the field. '■ 
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ARTICLE X. 

I'lie Militia of Texab shall be organised as follows; all 
able-bodied men over sixteen, and under fifty years of age, 
shall be subject to Militia duty. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Every inhabitant of Texas coming within purview of the 
preceding article shall, on the third Monday of December 
next, or as soon thereafter as practicable, assemble at each 
precinct of their municipality, and proceed to elect one cap- 
lain, one first lieutenant, and one second lieutenant ^o every 
fifty-six men. 


ARTICLE XII. 

Wlien said election shall have taken place, the judges 
shall certify to the Governor forthwith the names of the 
respective officers electetl, who shall, as soon as practicable, 
make out and sign, and transmit commissions for the same; 
that if there shall he found to exist in any municipality more 
than three companies, the Captains or Commandants, on 
giving due notice thereof, shall call together the subalterns 
of said companies, and proceed to elect one Major; if of 
four companies, one Lieutenant-Colonel; if of five or more 
companies, one Colonel for the command of said com¬ 
panies, which shall constitute a regiment of said munici¬ 
pality : that if there shall be found to exist more than one 
regiment in said municipality, the whole number of field 
and company officers shall on due notice proceed to elect 
a Brigadier-General out of their number, who shall com¬ 
mand the w’hole Militia in said municipality. 

Branch Tanner Archer, President. 


I 
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THK 

DF.CLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

MADK BY THK 

OKLEGATES OF THE' I'EOPLE OF TEXAS, 

IN 

GENERAL CONVENTION, AT WASHINGTON, 

ON MAIK’H 2, LS3(). 


VVriKN a government has reased to protect the livtN, liberty, 
and property of the People, from whom its legitimate powers 
are derived, and for the advancement of whose happiness it 
was instituted ; and so far from being a guarantee for their 
inestimable and inalienable rights, becomes an instrument 
in the hands of evil rulers for their oppression—When the 
Federal Republican Constitution of their country, which tliey 
have sworn to support, no longer has a substantial exist¬ 
ence, and the whole nature of their govornmont has bei'n 
forcibly changed, without their consent, from a restricted 
Federative Republic, composed of Sovereign States, to a con¬ 
solidated central military despotism, in which every interest 
is disregarded but that of the army and the priesfiiootl, 
both the eternal enemies of civil liberty, (he ever ready 
minions of power, and the usual instruments of tyrants— 
When, long after the spirit of (he Constitution has de¬ 
parted, moderation is at length so far lost by those in 
power, that even the semblance of freedom is removed, and 
the forms thejpselves of the Constitution discontinued, and 
so far from their petitions and remonstrances being‘i'egardcd, 
the agents who bear them are thrown into dungeons, and 
mercenary armies sent forth to enforce a new government 
upon them at the point of the bayonet— 

When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance and 
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alxluctlon on tho part of tho government, anarcljy prevails, 
and civil society is dissolved into its original clenieuls—in 
such a crisis, the first law of nature, the ^'ight of self-pre¬ 
servation, the inherent and inalienable right of the IVoplc 
to appeal to first principles, and take their political afiairs 
into tlieir own hands in extreme cases, enjoins it as a riglit 
towards themselves, and a sacred obligation to their pos- 
teritv, to abolish such government, and create anotlnr in its 
slead. calculated to rescue them from impending dangers, 
and to secure their wel!'«re and hapjuness. 

Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for their acts 
to the geiieralopinion of mankind. A statement of a j)art of 
our grievances is therefore s\ibmitted to an impartial world, 
in jiistifieation of tho hazardous but unavoidable step iiuw 
taken, of severing our political connexion with the Mexican 
peophj, and assuming an independent attitude aTiiong the 
nations of tho earth. 

'I'hc Mexican government, by its Colonization Laws, in- 
\ite<l and induced the Anglo-American population of 
Texas to colonize its wildeiTiess under the pledged faith of 
a wrilten constitution, that tliey slionld continue to enjoy 
that constitutional liberty and Kepublican government to 
which they had beim habituated in the land of their birth, 
the Culted States of America. 

In this expectation they have been cruelly disappointed, 
inasmuch as the Mexican nation has acquiesced in the late 
(‘hanges made in the government by General Antonio Lopez 
de Santa Aiuta, who, having ovcirturned the constitution of 
his cotiiitry, now offers to us the cruel alternatives, either to 
iibandon our homes, acquired by so many privations, or 
submit to the most intolerable of all tyranny, the combined 
despotism of the sword and the priesthood. 

It bath sacrificed our welfare to the State of Coahuila, by 
which our interests have been continually depressed through 
!i jealous and partial course of legislation, carried on at a 
far distant seat of government, by a hostile majority, in an 
unknowm tongue, and this too, notwithstanding we have 
petitioned, in the humblest terms, for th<? establishment of a 
separate State government, and have, in accordance with the 
provisiorik of the National Constitution, preifentecl to the 
General Congress a Republican Constitution, which was, 
without just cause, contemptuously rejected. 

It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of our 
citizens, for no other cause but a zealous* endeavour to pro- 

K 2 
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cure the acceptance of our Constitution, and the establish¬ 
ment of a State government. 

It has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, the 
right of Trial by Jury, that palladium of civil liberty, and 
only safe guarantee for the life, liberty, and property of the 
citizen. 

It has failed to establish any public system of Education, 
although possessed of almost boundless resources (the public 
domain), and although it is an axiom in political sciemee, 
that unless a people are educated and enlightened, it is idle 
to expect the continuance of civil liberty, or the capacity for 
self-government. 

It has suffered the military commandants, stationed among 
us, to exercise arbitrary acts of oppression and tyranny, thus 
trampling upon the most sacred rights of the citizen, and 
renderiitg the military superior to the civil power. 

It has dissolved, by force of arms, the State Congi-ess of 
('^oahuila and Texas, and obliged our representatives to fly 
for their lives from the seat of government, thus depriving 
us of the fundamental political right of representation. 

It has demanded the surrender of a numher of our citi¬ 
zens, and ordered military detachments to seize and carry 
them info the interior for trial, in contempt of the civil 
authorities, and in defiance of the laws and the constitution. 

It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, by 
commissioning foreign desperadoes,and authorizing them to 
seize our vessels, and convey the property of our citizens to 
far distant parts for confiscation. . 

It denies us the right of worshipping the Almighty ac¬ 
cording to the dictates of our owm conscience, hy the support 
of a national religion, calculated to promote the temporal 
interest of its human functionaries, rather than the glory of 
the true and living God, 

It has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which are 
essential to our defence —the rightful property of freemen— 
and formidable only to tyrannical governments. 

It has invaded our country hotli by sea and by land, with 
the intent to lay w'sffete our territory, and drive us from our 
homes ; and has now a large mercenary army advancing to 
carry on. agaiflst us a w’ar of extermination. * 

It has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless savage, 
with the tomahawk and scalping knife, to massacre the in¬ 
habitants of our defenceless frontiers. 

It, has be.en, durilig the whole time of our connexion with 
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il, tile contemptible sport and victim of successive military 
revolutions, and hath continually exhibited every character¬ 
istic of a weak, corrupt, atnl tyrannical government. 

I’hcsc, and otl;er grievances, were patiently borne by the 
people oi'lexas, until they reached that point at which for- 
liearanco cea-ses to be a virtue. Wo then took up arms in 
defence of the National Constitution. We appealed to our 
Mexican brethren for assistance; our appeal has been made 
in vain ; though months have elapsed, no sympathetic 
response ha>, yet been heard from the interior. We are, 
therefore, forced to the melancholy conclusion, that the 
Mexican f)eople have acquiesced in the destruction of their 
liberty, and the substitution tlierefor of a military govern- 
iiient; that they are unfit to be free, and incapable of solf- 
go\ernmonl. 

I'he necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decrees 
our eternal political separation. 

Wk, therefore, the delegatex, with plenary powers, of' the 
'people of Texa^Vj in soletnn Convention assembled, appealing 
to a candid world for the necessities of our rondition, do 
henby resolve and d>eclare, that mtr political connexion 
with the Mexican nation has for ever ended, and that the 
people of Texa,v do now coustitnte a fuIcl:, soviikEiGN, and 
INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC^ a/id are fully invcslcd with all the 
rights and attribute.^ which properly belong to independent 
nations ; and, consciaus df the rectitude of our intentimis, 
we fearlessly and confidently commit the issue to the su~ 
preme Arbiter of the destinies of nations. 

In witness whereof we bavl hereunto subscribed our 
names. 

Richard Ellis, 

President and Delegate from Red River, 


4. 
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EXECUTIVE ORDINANCES, 

I'llELIMlNARV TO 'I'HR ESTABLISHMENT 

OF A 

CONSTITUTION FOB TEXAS, 

ADOITTSD IN CONVENTION 

AT 

WASHINOTON, 

]6Ui MAHCH, 1836. 


Whereas, wc, the people of Texas, through our delegates 
in General Convention assembled, for the purpose of 
framing a Constitution, and organising a Govenurient 
under that Constitution, free, sovereign, and iude}'eml- 
ent; and finding, from the extreme emergency of the 
case, and our critical situation, that it is a duty wc owe 
to our fellow-citisens and ourselves, to look upon our 
present danger with a calmness unruffled and a deter¬ 
mination unsubdued; and at the same time to pursue 
a prompt and'energetic course, for tlic support of our 
liberty and protection of our property and lives; there¬ 
fore, 

1st. Kesoked—That we deem it of vital importance to 
forthwith form, organise, and establish a Government, ud 
inierim,'* for the protection of Texas, which shall have full, 
ample and plenafj powers to do all and every thing 
which is contemplated to be done by the general Congress 
of the people,* under the powers granted to thenl by the 
constitution, saving and excepting all legislative and judicial 
acts. ■ ■ ' ■ 

2nd. Resolved—^'Fhat said Government shall consist of a 
chief executive officer, to be styled the “ President of tlu* 
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Jiepuhlic of Texas;” a Vice-President, Secretary of State, 
S(‘cretary at War, Secretary of the Navy, Secretary of the 
'IVeasury, aiid AUorney-fTeneral, whose salaries shall be 
(ixed and deterraiiKHl by the first Congress ol' the Kepublic. 

3rd. llesolved—'That all questions touching the powers 
hereby confided to these officers, shall bo <leciacd by a ma¬ 
jority of said officers. 

4th. Resolved—Tiiat the President, be elected by this 
Convention: and that the candidate or individual having a 
majority of the whole number of votes given in, shall be, and 
is hereby declared to be duly elected. 

Tjth. Resolved—That the Vice-President, the aforesaid 
Secretaries and Attorney-Geiioral, be elected by this Con¬ 
vention, a majority of the whole number of votes being ro- 
quisiie to a choice. 

(itli. Resolved—Tliat the members of this body vote for 
the above-named officers " t>iva voce," 

7th. Resolved—^'fliat the officers so selected, be required 
to talvt* the oath prescrilied by the Constitution. 

Sth. Resolved—That the President, by and with the 
ad\ ice and consent of a majority of his cabinet, shall have 
the ujjpointment of all officers, civil, military, and naval, for 
and during the existence of the Government “ ad interim." 

9th. Resolved—^That the Government afore.said, shall be 
invested, and they are hereby invested with full powers to 
create a loan, not to exceed one million of dollars; and to 
])lcdge the faith and credit of the Republic, and the pro¬ 
ceeds of the sale of the public lands, for the repayment of 
the same, with the interest thereon. * 

10th. Resolved—That the Prepident and his cabinet 
shall have full power to appropriate the funds of Texas to 
the defence of the country, by raising supporting the 
army and navy, making fort.ilwatious, &C. ,,, 

1 Itli. Resolved—That said officers hold their offices until 
their successors are chosen and qualified. 

Pith. Resolved—'Fhat the President by and with the ad¬ 
vice and consent of his cabinet, shidl have power to issue 
writs of election for senators and representatives, at an earlier 
day than that fixed by the Constitution, and convene them 
as soon after tlie electtoi^as may be convenient^ 

13th. Resolved—That the said Government have ample 
and plenary powers to enter into negotiations and treaties 
with foreign powers. 
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14th. Resolved—^I'hat the President and his cabinet have 
power to appoint commissioners to any foreign power. 

The foregoing fourteen resolutions were adopted in Con¬ 
vention of the people of Texas, assembled at the town of 
V^ashingtoii, on the sixteenth day of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six. 

Richard Ki.us, 
President of the Convention. 


Attest, A. S. Kimble, Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


We, the people? of Texas, in order to form a Government, 
establish justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defence and general welfare, and to secure 
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 1. The powers of this government shall be divided 
into three departments, viz.:—Legislative, Executive, and 
Judicial, which shall remain for ever separate and distinct. 

See. 2. The Legislative power shall be vested in the 
Senate and House of Representatives, to be styled the Con¬ 
gress of the Republic of Texas. 

Sec. 3. The members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen annually, on the first Monday of September 
each year, until Congress shall otherwise provide by law, 
and shall hold their offices »one year from the date of their 
election. 

Sec. 4. No person shaU be eligible to a seat in the 
House of Representatives until he shall have attained the 
age of twenty-five years, shall be a citizen of the Republic, 
and shall have resided in the county or district six months 
next preceding his election. . 

Sec. 5. The House of Representatives shall not consist 
of less than twenty-four, nor more than forty members, until 
the population shall amount to one hufidred thousand souls. 
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after which time tlie whole number of Kepreseiitatives shall 
not, be less than forty nor moie than one hundred. Pro¬ 
vided, however, that each county shall be entitled to at least 
one Representative. 

See. 6. The House of Representatives shall choose their 
Speaker and other officers, and shall have the sole power of 
impeachment. 

Sec. 7. Tlie Senators shall be chosen by districts, as 
nearly equal in free population (free negroes and liulians 
excepted) as practicable, and the number of Senators shall 
never be less than one-third nor more than oiK'-half the 
inmiber of Representatives, and each district shall be enti¬ 
tled to one member and no mere, 

Sec. 8. The Senators shall be chosen for the term of 
lliree years, on the first Monday in September,—shall be 
citizens of the Republic, reaiile in the district for which 
tlioy are respectively chosen at least one year before the 
election, and shall have attained the age of thirty years. 

Sec. y. At the first session of Congress after the adoption 
of this Constitution, the Senators siiall be tlivided by lot 
into three classes, as nearly equal as j»>’acticiible; the seats 
of the Senators of the Urst class shall be vacated at the’ 
end of the first year, of the second class at the end of the 
second year, the third class at the end of the third year, in 
such a manner that oue-lhird shall be chosen each year 
thereafit^r. 

Sec. 10. The Vice-President of the Republic shall be 
President of tlie Senate, but shall not vote on any <iuestioii, 
unless the Senate be equally divided. 

Sec. 11. The Senate shall choose all other officers of their 
body, and a Presidejlt,: pro tempore, in the absence of the . 
Viee-Presidetit, of whenever he shall exercise the office of 
President; shall have the sole power to try impeachments, 
and when sitting aS a Court of Impeachment, shall be under 
oath ; but no conviction shall take place witliout the concur¬ 
rence of two-thirds of all the members present. 

Sec. 12. Judgment 4n eases of impeachment shall only 
extend to removal frooi office, and disqualification to hold 
any office of honour, trust, of profit, under this goveni- 
meiit; but the party shall nevertheless be liable to iiniict- 
ineiit, trial, judgment, and puifishment, according to law. 

Sec. 13. Each House shall bethejudgo of the elections, 
qualifications, and returns of its own members. Two-thirds 
of each House shall poustitute a quorum to do business, but 
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u smaller number may ad journ From day to day, and may 
compel the attendance of absent members. 

Sec. 14. Each House nuiy determine the rules of its own 
pro:*et‘dings, punish its members for di.soiderly behaviour, 
and with the concurrence of two-thirds, may expel a 
member, but not a seco-nd time for the same offence. 

Sec, 15. Senators and Eepreseritativ<\s .sliall receive a 
comjjeusation for their services, to be fixed by law, bnt no 
increase i>f compensation or dimimition shall take eff’ect 
during the session at which such increase or diminution 
sliall liave been made. They shall, except in case of 
livasoii, felony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from 
arrest during the session of Congress, and in going and 
returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in 
either House, they shall not be questioned in any other 
place. 

Sec. IG. Each House may punish, by imprisonment 
during the session, any person not a member, wlio shall be 
guilty of liny disrespect to the House by any disordeily 
conduct in their pre.sence. 

Sec. 17. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceed¬ 
ings, and publish the same, except such part as, in its 
judgment, require secrecy. When any three members 
sliall desire the yeas and nays ou any question, they shall 
be eiiteri'd on the journals. 

Sec. 18, Neither House, without the consent of the 
other, shall adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 
other place than that in which the two Houses may be 
sitting. 

Sec. 19. When vacancies happen in either House, the 
JCxecutive shall issue writs of election to ffU such vacancies. 

Sec. 20. No bill shall become a law until it shall have 
been read on three several days in each House and passed 
by the same, unless, in cases of emergency, t.wo-third.s of 
the members of the House where the bill originated, shall 
deem it expedient to dispense with the rule. 

Sec. 21. After a hill shall have been rejected, no bill 
containing the same substance shall passed into a law 
during the same session. 

Sec. 22. The style of the laws of the Republic shall be, 
“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of kepre.sentatives 
of the Republic of Texas in Congiuss assembled.’* 

Sec. 23. No person holding an office of profit under the 
Government shall be eligible to a seal gi either House of 
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Congress, nor shall any member of either House be eligible 
to any office which may be created, or the profits of which 
shall be increased, during Ids time of service. 

Sec. 24. No holder of public mohies, or collector thereol', 
shall be eligible to a seat in either House of Congress, until 
he shall have fully acquitted himself of all responsibility, 
and shall priniuce the proper officer’s receipt thereof. Mem¬ 
bers of either House may protest against any act or resolu¬ 
tion, and may have such protest entered on the journals of 
their respective Houses. 

Sec. 25. No money shall be drawn from the public trea¬ 
sury but in strict accordance.'with appropriations made by 
law ; and no appropriations /.shall be made for private or 
local purposes, unless two-thirds of each House concur in 
such appropriations. 

Sec. 26. Every Act of Congress shall be approved and 
signed by the President before it becomes a law ; but if the 
President will not approve and sign such Act, he shall return 
it to the House in Which it shall have originated, with his 
reasons for not approving the same^ which shall be spread 
upon the journals of such House, and the bill shall then be 
reconsidered, and shall not become a law unless it shall then 
pass by a vole of two-thirds of both houses. If any Act 
shall be disapproved by the President, the vote on the re¬ 
consideration shall be recorded by ayes and noes. If the 
President shall fail to return a bill within five days (Sundays 
excepted) after it shall have been presented for liis approval 
and signature, the same shall- become a law, unless the 
Congress prevent its return within the time above specified 
by adjournment. - ' 

Sec. 27. AU bi^, acts, orders, or resolutions to which 
the concurrence of both Houses may be necessary (motions 
or resolutions for ad.journment excepted), shall be approved 
and signed by the President, or, being disapproved, shall 
be passed by two-thirds of both Houses, in manner and form 
as specified in Sec. 20. 

. * ' 

* ARTIC^B 11, 

Sec. 1. Cengress shall have power to levy and collect 
taxes and imposts, excise and tonnage duties, to borrow 
money on ihe faitb, credit, and jproperty of the Government, 
to pay the debts, and to provide for the common defence 
and genera) welfare of the Republic. 
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Soc. 2. I’o regulate commerce, to coin money, to regulate 
the value thereof and of foreign coin, to fix the standard of 
weights and measures, but nothing but gold and silver shall 
be made a lawful tender. 

Sec. 3. To established post offices and post roads, to grant 
charters of incorporation, patents, and copyrights, and secure 
to the authors and inventors tlie exclusive use thereol^ for a 
limited time. 

Sec. d. lo declare war, grant letters of marque and re¬ 
prisal, and to regulate captures. 

Sec. 5. To provide and maiptain.an army and nav}', and 
to make all laws and regulations necessary for their govern¬ 
ment. 

Sec. 6. I'o call out the militia to execute the law, to 
suppress insurrections and repel invasion. 

Sec. 7. To make all laws which shall be deemed neces¬ 
sary and proper to carry into effect the foregoing express 
grants of power, and all other powers vest<xl in the govern¬ 
ment of the Republic, or in any officer or department 
thereof. 

ARTICLE in. 

See. 1. The Executive authority of this govemraout shall 
be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall be styled The 
Pri'sident of the Republic of Texas. 

Sec. 2. The first President elected by the people shall 
hold his office for the term of two years, and shall be in¬ 
eligible during the next succeeding term; and all subse¬ 
quent Presidents shall be elected for three years, and be 
alike ineligible; and in the event of a tie, the House of 
Representatives shall determine betvs'eeii the two highest 
candidates by viva voce vole. 

Sec. 3. The returns of the elections for President and 
Vice President shall be sealed up and transmitted to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives by the holders of 
elections of each county; and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives shall open and publish the returns in pre¬ 
sence of a majority of each House of Congress. 

• ARTICLE IV. • 

Sec. 1. The Judicial powers of the Government shall be 
vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as 
th(* Congress may. from time to time, ordain and establish. 
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The judges of the Supremo and Inferior Courts shall hold 
ihoir offices for four years, be eligible to re-election, and 
shall, at stated ptM’iods, receive for their services a compen¬ 
sation not be increased or diminished during the period for 
which 1 hey were elected. 

Sec. 2. 'rhe Republic of Texas shall be divided into 
convenient judicial districts, not less than three nor more 
than eight. There shall be appointed for each district a 
judge, wlio shall reside in the same, and hold the courts at 
such times and places as Congress niay by law direct. 

See. 3. In all admiralty and maritime cases, in all cases 
affecting ambassadors, public ministers or consuls, and in 
all capital cases, the (listrict courts shall have (’xclusive 
original jurisdiction, and original jurisdiction in all civil 
cases when the matter in controversy amounts to one hun¬ 
dred dollars. 

Sec. 4. 'Phe judges, by virtue of their offices, shall be 
conservators of the peace, throughoJit the Republic. 'I'he 
style of all proccvss shall be, I ho Republic of Texas;” 
and all prosecutions shall be carried on in the name and by 
the uutliority of the same, and conclude, “ against the peace 
and dignity of the Republic.” 

Sec. 5. There shall be a district attorney appointc'd for 
eacli district, whose duties, salaries, perquisites, and term 
of service shall be fixed by law. 

Sec. (). The clerks of the district courts shall be tdected 
by the qualified voters for methbers of Congr<‘ss in the 
counties where the courts are established, and shall hold 
their offices for four years, subject to removal by present¬ 
ment of a grand jury, and conviction of a petit jury. 

Sec. 7. 'i'he supreme court shall consist of a chief justice 
and associate judges; the district judges shall compose the 
associate judges, a majority of w'hom, with the chief jus¬ 
tice, shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 8. The supreme court shall have appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion only, which shall be conclusive, within the limits of the 
Republic; and shall hold its session annually, at such times 
and places as may be fixed by law; provided, that no 
judges shall sit in a case in the supreme court tried by him 
in the court below. “ ‘ 

Sec. 9. The judges the supreme and district courts 
shall be elected by joint ballot of both Houses of Con¬ 
gress. 

Sec. 10. Tlien* ohall be in each county a county coui*t. 
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and such justices’ courts as the Congress may from time to 
time establish. 

Sec. 11. The Republic shall be divided into convenient 
countiesj but no new county shall be established unless it 
be done on tiie petition of one hundred free male inhabit¬ 
ants of the territory sought to be laid off and established, 
and unless the said territory shall contain nine hundred 
s(puire miles. 

See. 12. 'I’licre shall be appointed fur each county a con¬ 
venient nninbcr of justiee-i of the peace, one sherilf, one 
eoronor, and a sufficient nurnbor of constables, who shall 
hold (heir offices for two years, to he elected by the quali¬ 
fied voters of the district or county, as (’!ongross*may (lirect. 
.Iustic<‘s of the peace and sheriffs shall be commissioned by 
lh(' President. 

Sec. K5. The (Jongross shall, as early as practicable, in- 
tnxhice, by statute, the common law of England, with such 
modilicatioiis as our circunistance.s, in their judgment, may 
iv(|uii‘e ; and in all criminal cases, the common law shall be 
the rule of decision. 


ARTICLE V. 

Sec. 1. Minist(Ts of the gospel being, by their profes¬ 
sion, dedicated to God and the care of soids, ought not to 
he iliverted from the great duties of their functions; thcre- 
ibre, no minister of tlie gospel, or priest of any denomination 
whatever, shall be eligible to the office of the Executive of 
the Republic, nor to a seat in either branch of the Congress 
of the same. 

Sec. 2, Each member of the Senate and House of Re¬ 
presentatives shall, before they proceed to business, take an 
oath to support the Constitution, as follows; 

“ I, A. R., do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may 
be), that, as a member of this general Congress, I will sup¬ 
port the Constitution of the Republic, and that I will not 
propose or assent to any bill, vote, or resolution, which shall 
appear to me injurious to the people.” 

Sec. 3. Every person who shall bo chosen or appointed 
to any office of tmst or profit shall, before entering on the 
duties thereof, take an oath to support the Constitution of 
the Republic, and also an oath of office. 

ARTICLE Vi. 

Sec. 1. No person shall be eligible k» the office of Pre- 
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sident who shall not have attained the age of thirty-five 
years, shall bo a citizen of the Republic at the time of the 
adoption of the Constitution, or an inhabitant of this Re¬ 
public at least three years immediately preceding his 
election. 

Sec. 2. The President shall enter on the duties of his 
office on the second Monday in December next succeeding 
his election, and shall remain in office until his successor 
shall be duly qualified. 

Sec. 3. The President shall, at stated times, receive a 
compensation for his services, wliich shall not be increased 
or diminished during his continuance in office; and before 
entering upon the duties of his office, he shall take and sub¬ 
scribe the following oath or affirmation : 

I, A. B., President of the Republic of Texas, do so¬ 
lemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm, as the case may be), 
that I will faithfully execute the duties of my office, and to 
the best of my abilities preserve, protect, and defend the 
Constitution of the Republic.” 

Sec. 4. He shall be Commander-in-chief of the army 
and navy of the Republic, and mUitia thereof, but he shall 
not command in person, without the authority of a resolution 
of Congress. Ho shall have power do remit fines and for¬ 
feitures, and to grant reprieves and pardons, except in cases 
of impeachment. 

Sec. 5. He shall, with the advice and consent of tw'o- 
thirds of the Senate, make treaties; and with the consent 
of the Senate, appoint ministers and consuls, and all officers 
whose offices are established by the Constitution, not herein 
otherwise provided for. 

Sec. 6. The President shall have power to fill all vacan¬ 
cies that may happen during the recess of the Senate; but 
he shall report the same to the Senate within ten days after 
the next Congress shall convene; and should the Senate 
reject the same, the President shall not re^nominate the 
same individual to the same office. 

Sec. 7. He-shall, from time to time, give Congreas in¬ 
formation of the state of the Republic, and recommend for 
their consideration, such measures - as he may deem neces¬ 
sary. He may, upon extraordinary ocefiKsions, convene both 
Houses, or eitbep oi* them. In the event of a disagreement 
as to the tiin^ of adjournment, he adjourn them to 
such time as he maV think proper. He shall receive all 
foreign ministers. t.He shall see that the laws be faithfully 
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executed, ami shall commission all the oflScers of the Re¬ 
public. 

Sec. 8. ITiere shall be a seal of the Republic, which shall 
he kept by the President, and used by him officially; it 
shall be called the great seal of the Rejmblic of Texas. 

Sec. 9. All grants and commissions shall be in the name 
and by the authority of the Republic of Texas, shall be 
sealed with the great seal, and signed by the President. 

See. 10. The President shall have power, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to appoint a Secretary 
of State, and such other heads of executive deparlnieuts as 
may be established by law, who shall remain in office dur¬ 
ing the term of service of the President, unless sooner re¬ 
moved by the President, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

Sec. 11. Kvery citizen of the Repttblic who has attained 
the age of twiuty-one years, and shall have resided six 
months within the district or county where the election is 
held, shall be entitled to vote for members of the general 
Congress. 

Sec. 12. All elections shall be by ballot, unless Congress 
shall otherwise difcct. 

Sec. 13. All elections by joint vote of both Houses of 
Congress shall be viva voce, shall be entered on the jour¬ 
nals, and a majority of the votes shall be necessary to a 
choice. 

Sec, 14. A Vice President shall be chosen at every elec¬ 
tion for Presidentidn the same manner, continue in office 
for the same time, and sHall ^oss^ss the same qualifications 
as the Presidents In voting.for President and Vice Presi¬ 
dent, the electors shall distinguish for whom they vote as 
President, and for whom as Vice President. 

Sec. 15. In cases of impeaehiibent, removal from office, 
death, resignation, or absence df; the President from tlie 
Republic, thh. ViiSK President shall exercise the powers and 
discharge the duties of the Ffesj^ent until a successor be 
duly qualified,'or untiTthe President, who may be absent or 
impeached, ehall retuni or b.e jacquUted.* 

Sec. .16- The President, 'Vicje President, and all civil 
officers oT the Repilblic, shaU be i remoyable from office by 
impeachment fprj afid on conviction of, bribery, and. 

other high crimes and misdemeanors. * f 
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SCHEDULE. 

Sec. 1. 'Fhat no inconvenience may arise from the adop¬ 
tion of this Constitution, it is declared by this Convention 
that all laws now in force in I’exas, and not inconsistent 
with this Constitution, shall remain in full force until de¬ 
clared void, repealed, altered, or expire by their own limit 
ation. 

Sec. 2. All fines, penalties, forfeitures, and escheats, 
which have accrued to Coahuila and Texas, or Texas, shall 
accrue to this Republic. 

Sec. 3. Every male citizen, who is by this Constitution a 
citizen, and shall be otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to 
hold any ofiice or place of honour, trust, or profit under the 
Republic; any thing in this Coiibtitution to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

See. 4. The first President and Vice President that shall 
be appointed after the adoption of this Constitution, shall 
be chosen by this Convention, and shall immediately enter 
on the duties of their offices, and shall hold said offices until 
their successors be elected and qualified,' as prescribed in 
this Constitution; and ghall have tlie same qualifications, be 
invested with the same powers, and perform the same duties, 
which are required and conferred on the executive head of 
the Republic by this Constitution. 

Sec. 5. The President shall issue writs of election di¬ 
rected to the officers authorised to hold elections of the 
several countie«>, requiring them to cause an election to be 
held for President, Vice President, Representative, and 
Senators to Congress, at the time and mode prescribed by 
this Const itution> which election shall lie conducted in the 
manner tfiat elections have been heretofore conducted. Tiie 
President, Vice President, and members of Congress, when 
duly elected, shall continue to discharge the duties of their 
respective offices for the time and manner presenbed by this 
Constitution, until their successor be duly qualified. 

Sec 6. Until the*first enumeration shall be made, as di¬ 
rected by this Constitution, the precincf of Austin shall be 
entitled to one representative, the prsfirinct of Brazoria to 
two representthe precinct of two representa¬ 
tives, the pf Colorado one representative, Sabine 

one, Gonzales one, (^liad one, Harrisburg one, Jasper one, 
Jefierson one, LibeMy one, Matagorda one, Mina two, Na- 
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cogcloches two, Red River three, Victoria om\ San Augus¬ 
tine two, Shelby two, Refugio one, San Ptatricio one, Wash¬ 
ington two, Milam one, and Jackson one representative. 

Sec. 7. Until the first enumeration shall he made, as de¬ 
scribed by this Constitution, the senatorial districts shall be 
composed of the following precincts: Bexar shall be entitled 
to one Senator, San Patricio, Refugio, and Ooliad one, 
Brazoria one, Mina and Gonzales one, Nacogdoches one, 
Red River one, Shelby and Sabine one, Wa^ington one, 
Matagorda, Jackson, and Victoria one, Austin and Colorado 
one, San Augustine one, Milam one, Jasper and Jefterson 
one, and Liberty and Harrisburg one Senator. 

Sec. 8. All judges, .sheriffs, Cbmmissioners, and other 
civil officers shall remain in office, and in the discharge 
of the powers and duties of their respective offices, until 
there shall be others appointed or elected under the Con¬ 
stitution. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 1. Laws shall be made ta e^^clude from office, f»*om 
the right of .suffrage, and firom serving on juries, those who 
shall hereafter be convicted of bribery, perjury, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Sec. 2. Returns of all electitms for officers who are to be 
commissioned by the Presideiit, «TmR be made to the Se¬ 
cretary of State of this Republic. 

Sec. 3. The Presidents and heads idif departments shall 
keep their offices at the seat of government, unless removed 
by the permission of Coti^ess, or unless in cases of emer¬ 
gency in time of war, the public irtt.erest may require their 
removal. ■’ 

Sec. 4. The President shall make use of his private seal 
until a seal of the Republic shall be' provided. 

Sec. 5. It shall B© the duty of Congress, as soon as cir- 
ctimstances will permit, to provide by iaw a general system 
of educgtioti. 

Sec. 6. Ail free white'T^fsons who shhll emigrate to this 
Republic, and who shall, after a residence of six months, 
make oafh before aiw^ competen^^ authority tftat he intends 
to reside permaneiitiy in the same, and swear to sup¬ 
port this Constitution, and that he will true allegianTO 
to the Republic of Texas, shall be entitled to all the privi¬ 
lege of ciUzenship. ’ 


2 l2 
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Soc. 7. So soon as convenience will permit, there shall be 
a penal code formed, on principles of reformation, and not 
of vindictive justice ; and die civil and criminal laws shall 
be revised, digested, and arranged under different heads; 
a«d all laws relating to land titles shall be translated, re¬ 
vised, and promulgated. 

Sec. 8. All persons who shall leave the country for the 
purpose of evading a participation in the present struggle, 
or shall refuse to participate in it, or shall give aid or assist¬ 
ance to the present enemy, shall forfeit all rights of citizen¬ 
ship and such lands as they may hold in the jR^ublic. 

Sec. 9. All persons of colour who were slaves for life pre¬ 
vious to their emigration to Texas, and who are now held 
in bondage, shall remain in the like state of ^^ervitude : Pro¬ 
vided, the said slave shall be the bona fide property’ of the 
person so holding said slave as aforesaid. Congress shall 
pass no laws to prohibit emigrants from bringing their 
slaves into the Republic wdth them, and holding them by 
the same-tenure by which such slaves were held in the U iiited 
States; nor shall Congress have power to emancipate slaves; 
nor shall any slave-holder lie allowed to einanci])ate his or 
her slave or slaves without the consent ofCongress, unless he 
or she shall send his or her ^ve or slaves without the limits of 
the Republic. No free person of African desamt, either in 
whole or in part, shall be ^rinhilCd to reside permanently 
in the Republic, without'4ne consent of Congress; and the 
importation hr admi^icSLi'Of Africans or negroes into this 
Republic, excepting from the United Stales of America, is 
for ever prohibited, and declared to he piracy. 

Sec. 10. Air persons,,(Africans, the descendants of Afri¬ 
cans, and Indians excepted,) who were residing in Texas on 
the day of the Declaratioh of lod^pendiefice, slmll be con¬ 
sidered citizens of the Republic, and entitled to all the 
privilege) of sucL'. All eiitzeos now iiyihg in Texas, who 
have not'received ^eir ^ion of in, like maimer as 
colonists, shall be-: entitled to thwisSMi in the following 
proportion and manner very.a family shall be 
entitled to one. leagtie and labor of land; end every single 
man of the age of sel'enthen and upwards, shall be entitled 
to the third of one league of All citiitens who 

may have, previously to the adoptioiS^this Constitution, 
received their league of land as heads of fat ni lies, and their 
quarter of a league.of land as single persons, shall receive 
such additbftal quantity as’ will make the quanti^ of land 
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received by them equal to one league and lahw^ and one- 
third of a league, unless by bargain, sale, orestchango, they 
have transferred or may henceforth transfer their right to 
said land, or a portion thereof, to some other citizen of the 
Republic; and in such case the person to whom such right 
shall have been transferred, shall be entitled to the same, 
as fully and amply as the person making the transfer might 
or could have been. No alien shall hold land in Texas, 
exce])t by titles emanating directly from the government of 
this Republic. But if any citizen of this Republic should 
die intestate or otherwise, his children or heirs shall inherit 
his estate, and aliens shall have a reasonable time to take 
pfjssession of, and dispose of the same, in a manner hereafter 
to be pointed out by law. Orphan children, whose parents 
were entitled to land under the colonization law of Mexico, 
and who now reside in the Republic, shall be entitled to 
all the rights of which their parents wem possessed at the 
time of thoir death. The citizens of the Republic shall not 
be com|ielled to reside on the land, but shall have their lines 
plainly marked. 

All orders of survey legaUy obtained by any citizen of 
the Republic, from any legally authorised commissioner,' 
prior to the act of the late Consultation closing the land of- 
hces, shall be valid. Tn all cases, the actual settler and 
occupant of the soil shall be entitled, in locating his land, 
to include his improvement in preference to all other claims 
not acquired previous to his settlement, according to the law 
of the land and this Constitution v—Provided, that nothing 
herein contained shall prejudice the right of any citizen from 
whom a settler may hold land by rent or lease. 

And whereas the protection <rf the public domain from 
unjust and fraudulent claims, and quieting the people in the 
enjoyment of their lands, is one of the great duties of \his 
Convention; and whereas the legislature of Coahuila and 
Texas having passed an act in the year eighteen hundred 
and thirty-four, in behalf of Gotieral John T. Mason, of 
New Vork, and anot-her an th® fourteenth day of March, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-fiVe, unde1^ which the enormous 
amount bf elevei^ hundred leagues of land has been claimed 
by sundry individ^e, some of whom reside In foreign coun¬ 
tries, and are not eklzens of the Republic;'which said acts 
are contrary to articles fourth, twelfth, and fifteenth of die 
laws of eighteen hundred and twenty-four, of the General 
Congre^ of Mexico, and one of said aefti, for that cause has. 
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by said General Congress of Mexico, been declared null and 
void: It is hereby declared that the said act of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-four, in favour of John T. Mason, and 
of the fourteenth of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, 
of the said legislature of Coahuila and Texas, and each and 
every grant founded thereon, is, and was'from the beginning, 
null and void ; and all surveys made under pretence of au¬ 
thority derived from said acts, are hereby declared to be 
null and void ; and all eleven league claims, located within 
twenty leagues of the boundary line between Texas and the 
United States of America, which have bem located contrary 
to the laws of Mexico, ei^ hereby declared to be null anil 
void; and whereas many surveys and titles to laud have 
been made whilst most of the people of Texas were absent 
from home, serving in the campaign against Bexar, it is 
hereby declared that all the .surveys and locations of land 
made since the act of the late consultation closing the land 
offices, and all titles to land made since that time, are and 
shall be null and void. 

And whereas the present unsettled ^ate of the country 
and the general welfare of the people demand that the ope¬ 
rations of the land office, and the whole lahd system shall 
be suspended until persons serving in the army can have a 
fair and equal chance with tbW remaining at home to 
select and locate their,lands, it is hCTeby declared, that no 
survey or title which may hereafter he made shall be valid, 
unless such survey or title shall be authorised by this Con¬ 
vention, or some future Congress of the Bepuhlic. And with 
a view to the simplification of the land system^ and the 
protection of the people and the government from litigation 
and fraud, a general land office stlall be established, where 
all the land titles of the Republic shall he registered, and 
the Vhole territory of the Hepuhlic sh^ sectionised in 
a manner hereafter to be prescribed by law, which shall 
enable the officers of the government or any citizen to 
ascertain with certainty the lands that are vacant, and those 
lands which may be covered by valid titles. 

Sec. 11. Any amt^dment or amendments to this Consti¬ 
tution may be propos^ in the House of B^presenfatives or 
Senate, and if the same aht|ll be a majority of 

the members elected to ^ch of the two liases, such pro¬ 
posed amendment or aihbndmenU shaU he entered on the 
journals, with the yeas and nays and referred to the 

Congress then next tS he chosen, atid shall he published for 
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three months previous to the election; and if the Congress 
next chosen as aforesaid, shall pass said amendment or 
amendments by a vote of two-thirds of all the members 
elected to ^tech house, then it shall be the duty of said Con¬ 
gress to submit said proposed amendment or amendments 
to the people, in such manner and at such times as the 
Congress shall prescribe; and if the people shall apjirove 
and ratify such amendment or amendments by a majority 
of the electors qualified to vote for memlers of Congress 
voting thereon, such amendment or amendments shall be¬ 
come a part of this, Constitution: Provided, however, that 
no amendment or amendments be referred to tiie people 
oflener than once in three years. 

DECLARATION OP RIGHTS. 

This declaration of rights is declared to. be a part of (his 
Constitution, and shall never be violated on any pretence 
wliatever. And. in order to guard against the transgression 
of the high powers which we have delegated, we declare that 
every thing in this bill of rights contained, and every other 
right not hereby delegated, is reserved to the people. 

First.—All ihen, when they form a social compact, have 
equal rights, and no man or set of men are entitled to ex¬ 
clusive public privileges dr emoluments from the community. 

Second.—All political power is inherent in the people, 
and all free governments ai% founded on that authority, and 
instituted for their benefit: and they have at all times an 
inalienable right to alter their government in such a manner 
as they may think proper. 

Third.—No preference shall be given by law to any re¬ 
ligious denomination or mode of worship over another, but 
every person shall be pemitted to worsliip God according 
to the dictates of his own wnscience. 

Fourth.—-Every citizeU shall be at liberty to speak, write, 
or publish his opinion on Rny subject, being responsible for 
the abuse of tl^t privilege.No law shall ever be passed 
to curtail the liberty of speech or of the press; and in all 
prosecutmns. for libel, the truth may 4}e given in evidence, 
and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and 
act under the dir^^etion of the court. • 

Fifth.—^The .^ple shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and possessions, from all unreasonable 
searches or seizures, and no warrant shall issue to search 
any place or seize any person or thing, without describing 



o20 


Al’PKMHX.—vir. 


the place to be searched or the person or tiling to be seized, 
without probable cause, supported by oath or aflfirindtion. 

Sixth.—In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
have the right of being heaTd, by him'sclf, or N'ornisel, or 
bo'h; he shall have the right to demand the nature and 
cause of the accusation, shall be confronted with the wit¬ 
nesses against him, and have compulsory ]»r<xiess tor obtain¬ 
ing witnesses in his favour And in aU prosecutions by 
presentment or indictment*i»e shall have the right to a speedy 
and ])ublietiial. by an impartial jury; he shall not be cotii- 

f idled to give evidence against niniself, pr be deprived of 
ifc, libert), or jiroperty, bPt by duecPunie of law. And no 
freeman shall be holdeti to answer for any criminal clnirgc, 
but on presenmient or indictmeirt by a grand jury, except 
in the land and naval forces, or in the militia when in actual 
seivice in time of war or public danger, or in cases of im¬ 
peachment. 

Seventh.—No citizen shall be deprived of privileges, out¬ 
lawed, exiled, or in any manner disfranchised, except by 
due course of the law of the laiul. 

Eighth.—No title of nobility, hereditary privileges or 
honours shall ever he granted or conferred in this Republic 
No pernon holding any office of profit or trust shall, without 
the consent of Congress, receive Itom any foreign state any 
prc'-ent, office, or emolument of any kind. 

Ninth.—No person, for the same oflence, shall be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb. And the right of trial by 
jury shfdl remain inviolate. 

Tenth.—All persons shall be bailable by sufficient secu¬ 
rity, unless for capital crimes, when the proof is evident or 
])resuniption strong; and the privilege of the writ of “ habeas 
cor])us” shall not be suspended, except in cases of rubelhou 
or invasion, when the public safety may require it. 

Flleventh.—Excessive bail shall not be required, nor ex¬ 
cessive fines iniposcdi or cruel or unusual punishments 
inflicted. All courts shall be open, and every man for any 
injury done him in his lauds, goods, person, or reputation, 
shall have remedy by due course of law. 

Twelfth.—No person shall be Imprisoned for debt in con¬ 
sequence of inability to pay, 

Thiiteenth.—No person’s particular senfvict^ shdll be de¬ 
manded, nor property taken or applied to public use, unless 
by the consent of himself or bis representative, without just 
compensation being inad« therefor according to law. 
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Foiirtoeutb.—Every citizen shall have the right to hear 
arms in defence of himself and the Republic. The military 
shall at all times and in all cases be subordinate to the 
civil power. 

Fifleenth.—Tlic sure and certain defence of a free peojilc 
IS a well regulated militia; and it shall be the duty of the 
legislature to enact such laws as may be necessary to the 
oig.uii/ation of the militia of this Remiblic. 

Sixteenth.—^Treason against this Kepublic shall consist 
onlj in levj ing war against it, or adhering to its enemies, 
giving them aid and support. No retrospective or ox post 
iacto law, or laws impairing the obligations of contracts, 
shiill be made. 

Seventeenth. —Perpetuities or monopolies are contrary to 
the genius of a free gov^ernment, and shall not be allowed ; 
nor sliall the law of primogeniture or eiitailment ever be ip 
force in this Republic. 

1 he foregoing Constitution was unanimously adopted by 
the Delegates of Texas, in Convention assembled, at the 
town of Washington, on the seventeenth day of March, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
six, and of the Independence of the Kepublic the first. 

Ill witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names. 


Richa&d Elus, 

President and Delegate from Red River. 


C. B. Stewart, 

John S- Robeuts, 

MaMES CoLLlNSWORTH, 

Robert Hamilton, 
Edwin Waller, 
Collin M‘Kinney, 

A. Brioha1m[, 

A. H. Latimore, 
John S. D. Byrom, 
James Power, 
Francis Ruis, 

Sam. Houston, 

J. Antonio Nai^rro, 

EdWa'^D CoNRAOk^ 

William D. Lacy; 
Martin Palmer, 
William MeniRee, 
James Gaines, 

John Fisher, 


William Clark, Jun. 
Matthew Caldwell, 
Sydney O. Pennington, 
William Motley, 
Samuel P. Carson, 
Lorenzo D. Zavala, 
Thomas J. Husk, 
George W. Smith, 
William C. Crawford, 
Stephen H. Everett, 
John Turner, 

Elijah Stepp, 

Benj. B. Goodrich, 
Claiborne We'st, 

James G. Swisher, 
William B. Lbates, 
George Wm. Barnet, 
M. B. ME*hARD, 

Jesse Grimes, 
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A. B. Hardin, 

E. O. Lborand, 

John W. Bunton, 

David Thomas, 

Thomas J. Gazley, 

S. Rhoads Fisher, 

R. M. Coleman, 

John W. Bower, 
Sterling C. Robertson, 


J. B. Woods. 

George C. Childress, 
A. Briscoe, 

Baily Hardiman, 
Thomas Barnett, 
Robert Potter, 

Jesse B. Badgett. 
Charles Taylor, 
Stephen W. Blount. 


I do hereby certify, that I have carefully compared the 
foregoing Constitution, and find it to be a true copy from 
the original filed in the archives of the Convention. 

Given under my hand, this 17th tlay of March, 1836. 
(Attest.) H, S. Kimble, Sec. of the Convention. 
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ANGLO-TEXAN LEGISLATION, 

LIST OF THE 

GENERAL ORDINANCES AND DECREES 


OP TUB 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF TEXAS. 


A' .'"'linance making provision for the army now in the 
fieiil. 

An ordinance and decree regulating offices under the 
Prov i s ional Government. 

An ordiiiiinco declaring the mode of passing, signing, 
and publishing the Ordinances, Decrees, and Resolutions of 
the Provisional Government of Texas. 

An ordinance and decree authorising certain officers to 
administer the Oath of Office prescribed ^ the Organic 
Law, creating a Provisional Government of Texas. 

An ordinance to authorise and empower Tliomas F. 
M‘Kinney, of Velasco, to borrow one hundred thousand 
dollars; and making it the duty of the Governor to give him 
corresponding commission, instructions, &c. 

A n ordinance prescribing the manner and form of settling 
the accounts of the volunteer army of Texas. 

An ordinance and decree to establish and organise a 
Corps of Hangers. 

An ordinance and decree to raise a regular army. 

An ordinance and decree for granting Letters of Marque 
and Reprisal. 

. An ordinance for appointing a Treasurer lo the Pro- 
nsional Government ofTexas, a Secretary to the Executive 
and two Chief Qlerks; defining their several duties, &c. 

An ordinapi^And d^ee establishing a Navy. 

An ordinaik^ reguliting the Militia. 

An ordinance and decree for advancing the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars for the benefit of the Volunteer 
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Army of the, people, under the command of General S. F. 
Austin, and other purposes. 

An ordinance appointing a Commissary to take charge 
of volunteers for the army, and denning his duties. 

An ordinance and decree supplementary to '‘An ordi¬ 
nance and decree, appointing a Commissary to take charge 
of th(5 volunteers of the army, and defining his duties;” 
passed November 27th, 1835. 

An ordinance and decree to purchase munitions of war, 
provisions, arms, &c., for the array of Texaa, and defence of 
the sea-coast. 

An ordinance and deeree to purchase provisions for the 
volunteer army of the people of Texas. 

An ordinance and d^’cree supplementary to an ordinance 
and decree, entitled “ An ordinance and decree, granting 
Letters of Marque and Reprisal,” dated November 25th, 
1835. 

An ordinance and decree authorising and requiring the 
Governor to appoint a Commissioner in the several muni¬ 
cipalities to administer oaths, &c. 

An ordinance and decree authorising the Governor to 
grant registers to vessels. • 

An ordinance and decree for supplying the Army of the 
people, now in the field before Bexar, with money, and for 
other purposes. 

An ordinance and decree to raise a loan for the use of 
the provisional government of Texas. 

An ordinance creating a municipality off, and from the 
west side of the present municipality of Matagorda, to be 
called the municipality of Jackson. 

Resolution relating to rank of officers in the regular 
army. 

Resolution authorising thB Commander-in-Chief to ac¬ 
cept the services of five thousand auxiliary volunteers, and 
for other purposes. 

Resolution authorising the treasurer to draw on the Com¬ 
missioners at Nevi Orleans., ', 


Supplement to an ordinance and decree entitled, an 
ordinance aud decree establishing and imposing, duties of 
imports and tonnage, and for other poi^ses.” 

An ordinance and decree increasii^ uie bounty to soldiers 
of the regular army . , . 

Resolution apppinting Thomas agent, &c. 

An ordinance and decree for creating the municipality of 
Sabine, and for organising the same. . 
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An ordinance and decree for sequestrating and securing 
llu' wreck and cargo of the schooner Hannah Elizabeth, and 
instituting an inquiry respecting the same; and for other 
purp<jse8. 

All ordinance and decree augmenting the regular army 
by creating a legion of cavalry. 

* An ordinance and decree creating the office of Commis¬ 
sary-General, and regulating the offices of Paymaster and 
Quartermaster-General 

An ordinance and decree making an appropriation for the 
regular army, and for other purposes. 

Resolution appointing commissioners to treat with the 
Cherokee Indians, &c. 

Resolution for instructing commissioners appointed to 
treat w’ith the Cherokee Indians, and their associate bands. 

Resolution changing the name of the municipality and 
Town of Viesca to Afilam. 

Resolution authorising all commissioned officers to admi¬ 
nister the oath prescribed by law to persons enlisting. 

An ordinance and decree creating the officers of auditor 
and comptroller of public accounts for Texas. 

An ordinance and decree establishing and imposing 
duties on importations and tonnage, and for other purposes. 

An ordinance and decree to organise and establish an 
auxiliary volunteer corps to the army of Texas, and for other 
purposes. 

Resolution authorising W, Pettiis to purchase certain 
articles for the use of the volunteer army now in the field. 

An ordinance and decree designating the boundaries of 
the municipality of JeffeVson, and for other purposes. 

An ordinance and deer^ anthdrising and requiring the 
governor to give instructions to commissioners to the United 
States of the North. 

An ordinance confirming the appointment of Colonel 
William Pettus, as contractor for the volunteer army, near 
Bexar. 

A Resolution authorising the commanding general to send 
one or two agents^ &c, with the commissioners to the United 
States, &c. 

A resolution autborising the commissioners no the United 
State.s to divide the deposit between the Union Bank of 
Louisiana and} the of Orleans. 

ResolutionShthojjUliig our Fpreijgn agents to receive de¬ 
nations for Ijsxas. ' • 

Re.solution relative to General Mexia. 
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All ordiiHinee and decree to provide for the outfit and 
contingent expenses of our foreign agents to the United 
States of America. 

Resolution relating to the prisoners taken at Goliad. 

An ordinance and decree for creating a general post-office. 

Resolution directing the governor to instruct our Foreign 
agentSj &c. 

A resolution for calling a Convention. 

An ordinance and decree granting a bounty of land to 
certain volunteers in the anny of the people of Texas. 

An ordinance and decree establishing and imposing 
duties on imports and tonnage^ and for other purposes. 

An ordinance and decree appointing collectors of public 
dues, and defining their duties. 

An ordinance and decree defining the boundary of the 
municipality of Harrisburg, and for other purposses. 

Resolution requiring the chairman of committee of 
finance to act as comptroller of public accounts, pro tern., in 
case of that office being vacated. 

An ordinance and decree to prevent the importation and 
emigration of free negroes and mulattoes into Texas. 

An ordinance and decree prescribing the manner in 
which all claims held against the Provisional Government 
of Texas, of any kind whatever, by the officers, non-com¬ 
missioned officers, and privates of the volunteer army of the 
people, shall be presented for payment; and also, to pre¬ 
vent fraud and imposition upon the Government. 

An ordinance and decree authorising and commissioning 
Thomas J. Chambers to raise an army, &c., to be called 
** The Army of Reserve, for the protection of the liberties 
of I'exas,” and for other purposes. 

An ordinance and decree authorising'and empowering 
Thomas F. McKinney and Samuel M. Williams, of the 
firm of M‘Kinney and Williams, to effect a loan of one 
hundred thousand dollars^ and for other purpoties. 

An ordinance and decree authorising the purchase of cer¬ 
tain armed vessels of McKinney and Williams, and regu¬ 
lating the N aval service. 

An ordinance and decree for the better accommodation 
of the claims‘against the Government of Texas. 

An ordinance and d^ee creating a new municipality, 
to be called Colorado, and for orgatiming tho^me. 

An ordinance and decree ftupplenitfBtalto^.jii^B ordinance 
and decree appointing a collector of public dues, and 
defining his duties.** 
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Resolution providing for the troops at Bexar. 

An ordinance and decree entitled, “ An ordinance and 
docre* for opening the several courts of justice, appointing 
clerks, prosecuting attorneys, and defining their duties,” &o. 

Resolutions appointing commissioners to treat with the 
Comanche Indians. 

Resolution requiring the late Governor, Henry Smith, to 
deliver up the papers, records, &:c., of the Executive depart.- 
ment, and for other purposes. 

Resolution for appointing a committee of finance, and 
defining its duties. 

Rescnution for appointing an advisory committee of the 
council, and for other purposes. 

Resolution giving certain powers to the acting governor, 
in the event of there not being a quorum of the council 
present. 

An ordinance and decree creating the office of Marshal 
of Texas, and defining his duties. 

Executive ordinance. 


Acts and Joint Resolutiom of the Congress of the Republic 
of Texas in 183G and 1837. 

An act authorising the President of the Republic to 
appoint his cabinet officers. 

Joint resolution recognising tlie orders of Gen. T. J. Rusk, 
ixdative to certain mail routes and carriers. 

Joint resolution for sending a minister to the United 
States. 

An act providing for increatie of the navy. 

An act providing rations and other comforts for soldiers, 
and widows of soldiers, at the town of Columbia. 

All act to authorise the President to negotiate a loan on 
the bonds of the Government not exceeding five million 
dollars. 

Joint resolution explaining the different acts in relation 
to volunteers, and extending the acts relating to bounty 
lands. 

An act for establishing rules and articles ror*thc govern* 
ment of the armies of the Republic of Texas. 

Joint resolution presoribing the oaths of office. 

Joint resollitictn authorising the President to re-organise 
the army. • 

An act to protect the frontier. 
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An act to provide for the national defence by organising 
the militia. 

An act compensating officers of the civil list. 

An act relinquishing to Michael B. Menard and others 
one league and labor of land on the east end of Galveston 
Island. 

An act adopting a national seal and standard for the Re¬ 
public of Texas. 

An act establishing an agency in the city of Mobile. 

An act defining the pay of mounted riflemen, now and 
hereafter in the ranging service on the frontier. 

Joint resolution autliorising the President to negotiate a 
loan for twenty thousand dollars. 

Joint resolution authorising the President to issue scrip to 
the amount of five hundred thousand acres of land. 

Joint resolution defining the duties of the heads of ile- 
partments of government. 

An act locating temporarily the seat of government. 

All act to establish and organise the supreme court, and 
to define the powers and jurisdiction thereof. 

An act making appropriations for paying the expenses of 
the government of Texas. 

Ari act establishing regulations and instructions for the 
government of the naval service of Texas. 

An act to incorporate the Texas Rail-r.oad, Navigation, 
and Banking Company. 

Joint resolution requiring the justices of the county courts 
to inform the Secret ary of State concerning tlie boundaries 
of their respective coutities. . 

An act to define the boundaries of the itepublic of Texas. 

An act authorising the printing and publishing the laws 
of the Provisional Govternimeut;, tl^ actA of the Convention 
of March last, and the present Congress. 

Joint resolutions making specific appropriations. 

All act establishing fees of <^ee. 

An actorganisingjustioe^tofilta ktid defining the powers 
and jurisdiction,of the .sqme^ and alsu creating and de¬ 
fining the office afld powero of commissioners of roads and 
revenue. , ,. 

An act to 1-aise a revenue by impoi't duties. 

An act organising the inferior courts, and defining the 
powers and jurisdiction of the same., . 

An act supplementary to an act organism^ the inferior 
courts, and defining the powers and Jurisdictions of the 
same. 
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An act authorising and requiring county courts to regii 
late roads, appoint overseers, and establish ferries, &c. 

An act to organist and fix the military establishment of 
the Republic of Texas. 

An act creating a general post-office, &c. 

An act for the election of sheriffs, coroners, and con¬ 
stables, and defining their several duties. 

An act punishing crimes and misdemeanors. 

Joint resolutions for the relief of the late comptroller and 
the clerks of the different departments, under the govern¬ 
ment ad interim. 

An act appropriating lands, to keep in operation the post- 
office department, during the year 1837. 

An act supplementary to an act for the punishment of 
crimes and misdemeanors. 

An act establishing the jurisdiction and powers of the 
district courts. 

Joint resolution allowing pay to chaplains. 

An act regulating estrays. 

An act to establish a general land office for the Republic 
of Texas. 

An act locating the seat of justice for the county of Har¬ 
risburg, and other purposes. 

Joint resolution authorising the President to r<;ceivc forty 
thousand volunteers. 

Joint resolution requesting the President to appoint an 
agent to the court of Groat Britain. 

An act to suppress gambling. 

Joint resolution requiring the President to appoint a 
secretary of legation to the embassy to England. 

Joint resolution for the relief of free persons of colour. 

Joint resolution relating to election for the depopulated 
districts. 

An act to legalise certain marriages; to provide for tlic 
celebration of marriages, and for other purposes. 

Joint resolution respecting mail routes. 

An act to incorporate the trustees of Independence Aca¬ 
demy, and of the University of San Augustine. 

An act^ to incorporate the trustees of Washington College. 

An act to incorporate the town of Nacogdoches and other 
towns herein named. 

Joint resolution requiring the attorney-general to report 
to the next session of Congress. 

An act to regulate the pay of pursers iff the navy, 
vou II. 2 M 
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Joint rpsoltiiioti for the amendment of the militia law. 

An act to authorise the coasolidaiiou and funding of flic 
p\il)lic debt. * 

An act concerning the fees of sheriffs, constables, and 
solicitors. 

Joint resolution authorising the President to leave the 
seat of government for the space of thirty days, to organise 
the corps of mounted gun men. 

An act for the incorporation of the town of Liberty. 

Joint resolution authorising the sheriffs of the different 
counties of this Republic to rent or lease houses, employ 
guards, &c. 

Joint resolution defining the powers of the commissioners 
of roads and revenue. 

An act to prescribe the mode of holding courts of 
admiralty. 

.Toint resolution for all agents of government to give secu¬ 
rity for the faithful performance of their duties. 

Joint resolution respecting fees of attorneys. 

An act supplementary to an act establishing the county 
of Houston. 

An act authorising the issuing the promissory notes of 
the government. 

Joint resolution authorising the President to send an 
agent to the United States, to settle with the agents for laud 
scrip. 

An act to raise a public revenue by import duties. 

An act to raise a public revenue by direct taxation. 

Joint resolution for publishing the laws and journals. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled "An act to 
e8;ablish a general land-office for the Republic of Texas,” 
passed December 22nd, 1836. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled " An act sup¬ 
plementary to an act establishing a general land-office iii 
t he Republic of Texas, passed December 22nd. 1836.” 

An act authorising the President to call out the 
militia. ^ 

An act to dispose of Galveston and other Islands of the 
Republic of 7 exas. 

Joint resolution for employing extra clerks in the au¬ 
ditor’s office. 

Joint resolution for the benefit of Texan prisoners taken 
by tbe Mexicans. 

Aii act establishing the county of Houston. 
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An act to authorise the President to appoint a Commis¬ 
sioner to run the boundary line between tlie United Stales 
of* America and the* Republic of Texas, 

An act For the relief of ministers of the Gospel. 

An act silj)plementary to the several acts organising the 
respective counties of this Republic. 

An act to authorise justices of the county courts to act as 
judges of probate and notaries public in certain cases. 

An act for the better protection of the northern frontier. 

A resolution regulating the meeting of Congress. 

Joint resolution in regard to the payment of district 
judges. 

Join! resolution to suspend the operations of the land- 
otTice until the further action of Congress. 

•loint reKolution making an appropriation to pay the 
public printers. 

Joint resolution making appropriation of moneys for the 
use of the llosjutal. 

Joint resolution locating permanently the seat of govern¬ 
ment. 

Joint resolution authorising Wm. G. Cooke to sign the 
name of the President to the promissory notes of the Go¬ 
vernment. 

An act regulating clt'ctions. 

Joint, resolution requiring the chief justice of the county 
of Brazoria to issue writs of election. 

An act authorising an appropriation for the Post-Office. 

Joint resolution to authorise the secretary of war to grant 
discharges. 

Joint resolution granting letters of marque and reprisal. 

An act to incorporate the town of Shelbyville, and grant¬ 
ing further powers to the corporations of San Augustine and 
Nacogdoches. 

An act for augmenting the Navy, and making an appro¬ 
priation therefor. 

An act regulating the proceedings before justices of the 
peace. • ^ 

Joint resolution requiring the secretary of war to execute 
certain.duties. , 

An act to provide for auditing contingent expenses of 
both Houses of Congress, and making appropriation 
therefor. 

An act to provide for. the appointment of notaries public. 

An act to incorporate the town of Brazoria. 

2 M 2 
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All act appropriating money for the purchase of a house 
for the use of the President. 

An act to incorporate the city of Richmond, and the 
towns of San Felipe de Austin and Lagrange. 

An act fixing the salary of Indian commissioners. 

An act amencHitory of the several acts and ordinances 
granting bounty lands. 

Joint resolution making appropriations for the general 
land-office, and to defray the contingent expenses of both 
Houses of Congress. 

An act to incoqiorate the Colorado Navigation Company. 

An act creating the county of Montgomery. 

An act I'egulating the time of holding district couHs of 
Brazoria, Matagorda, and Jackson counties. 

An act to establish the county of Fayette. 

An act incorporating the city of San Antonio and other 
towns therein named. 

An act to create a board of medical censors for the Re¬ 
public of Texas. 

Joint resolution to compensate the commissioners ap¬ 
pointed to select a site for the seat of goveniment. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Gon¬ 
zales. 

An act to provide for the punishment of crimes and 
misdemeanors committed by slaves and free persons of 
colour. 


Joint resolution concerning the public archives. 

Joint resolution authorising the treasurer of the Republic 
to issue change notes. 

An act to clear out the rivers Attoyac, Angelina, and 
Neches. 


An act to prevent the issuing of individual printed or 
lithographed notes. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Shelby. 
An act to define the boundaries of the county of Wash¬ 
ington. 

An act to incorporate the town of Matagorda. 

Joint resolution for the purchase of the steamer Pulaski. 
An act to pgj-y the officers and soldiers of the army and 


navy. 

An act supplementary to *'An act to pay the officers, 
soldiers and sailors of the army and navy.*' 

An act to define the boundaries of the counties of San 
Augustine and Sabine. 
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An act creating the county of Fannin. 

.Joint resolution locating permanently the seat of justice 
for the county of Brazoria. 

An act to define the boundaries of Jasper county. 

An act creating the county of Robertson. 

An act to sustain the currency of the country. 

An act to prohibit the further sale of land scrip. 

An act to require the district judges to preside ]K*rnia- 
nently in their proper districts, and for other purposes. 

Joint resolution to select a committee of five, &c. to locate 
the seat of government. 

An act precluding aliens from being appointed to office. 

An act entitled “ An act to reduce into one act, aiifl to 
amend the several acts relating to the establishment of a 
(General Land-Office.” 

An act to incoi-porate the Texas Steam Mill Company. 

An act sui)plementary to an act to appoint a board of 
medical censors. 

An act to incoqiorate the town of Mina. 

An act to amend the act entitled An act to raise a reve¬ 
nue by import duties.” 

An act to incorporate the Brazoria Insurance Company. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of 
Liberty. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled “An act to 
organise the militia of this Republic.” 

All act to encourage steam navigation. 

An act to amend the several laws regulating the post- 
office department. 

An act relating to the pay and allowances of the officers 
and soldiers of the army. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Red 
River. 

.Joint resolution altering the name of the county and town 
of Mina. 

Joint resolution relative to Consulates. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Mina. 

An act to provide for the publication of the laws and 
journals of the Republic of Texas. 

An a*ct making provisions for persons who have been 
permanently disabled in the service of Texas. 

An act amending the judiciary laws of the Republic. 

An act to provide for taking testimony by interroga¬ 
tories. * 
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An act to authorise the Postmaster-general to establish a 
post route. 

Joint resolution to translate the laws of the Republic 
into the Castilian language. 

Joint resolution authorising F. R. Lubbock to procure 
cisterns for the use of the capitol. 

Joint resolution for appointing two legal gentlemen 
to compile a judicial code of laws for the Republic of 
Texas. 

An act to authorise the judges of the district couits to 
hold special terras in certain cases therein named. 

An act authorising persons to dispose of property by 
will. 

An act to create a justice of the peace and constable for 
Galveston Island. 

An act granting lands to those who were in the batlle of 
San Jacinto and other battles. 

An 'act to define the boundaries of the county of 
JeflTerson. 

An act to authorise the clerks of the s(*veral courts to 
appoint deputies^ and requiring them to keep their offices at 
the county seat. 

An act supplementary to an act to incorporate the Colo¬ 
rado Navigation Company. 

An act supplementary to an act to raise a public revenue 
by direct taxation. 

Joint resolution providing for the purchase of provisions 
and munitions of war. 

Joint resolution respecting county surveyors. 

An act to incorporate the city of Houston and other 
towns therein named. 

Joint resolution incorporating the town of Columbia- 

An act to create the county of Fort Bend. 

An act to regulate proceedings of the several courts in 
certain cases. 

An act defining the boundaries of the county of Jackson. 

Joint resolution to incorporate<»certain towns therein 
named. 
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Puhlio Acts and Joint Resolutions of the Congresx of 
Texas in 1838 and 1839. 

An act .securing the right of appeal. 

An act to repeal a part of an act incorporating the town 
of Gonzales. 

An act supplementary to an act creating the county of 
Fayet to. 

An act providing for the removal of county scats of 
justice. 

A bill to repeal a certain act therein named. 

Joint resolution authorising the President and Commis- 
siouer of the General Land Office to issue titles to pui- 
chasers of lots on Galvinston Island. 

A bill to create and define the senatorial district of Austin, 
Colorado, and Fort Heiid. 

An act to incorporate the Caney Navigation Company. 

An act. authorising the President to appoint notaries 
public. 

An act to authorise the President to raise a corps of 
cavalry. 

An act to provitle for the foreclosing of mortgages on 
real and personal estate's. 

An act establishing the county of Galveston. 

An act authorising the payment of the interest of the 
funded debt. 

An act to authorise the President to negotiate a loan on 
the bonds of the Government, not exceeding five millions of 
dollars. 

Joint resolution appropriating 500 dollars for purchasing 
a set of astronomical instruments. 

Joint resolution relative to the claims of officers and sol> 
diers of the army. 

An act providing for the location of land scrip issued 
an act of Congress, dated the 6th day of December, 1836, 
and for redeeming the same. 

An het for the relief of persons therein uamied. 

An act to provide for the settlement of deceased soldiers, 
estates. 

All act supplementary to an act to raise a public revenue 
by import duties. 
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An act to authorise the President to re-issue the promis¬ 
sory notes of the Government as they return into the Trea¬ 
sury^ and making special appropriations. 

An act appointing pilots. • 

An act establishing a mail route from Galveston to Ma¬ 
tagorda and Texana. # 

An act providing for the punishment of oAences in de- 
])opulated counties. 

An act providing for the payment of the first loan to 
Texas. 

An act to amend an act incorporating the city of San 
Antonio and other towns. 

An act to amend an act ^titled an act establishiiig 
District Courts. 

Joint resolution fixing the dividing line between the 
counties of Bexar and San Patricio. 

Joint resolution establishing certain mail routes therein 
named. 

An act supplementary to an act providing for the loca¬ 
tion of land scrip, issued under the act of Congress dated 
6th December, 1836, and for redeeming the same. 

Charter of Galveston and Brazos rail-road. 

An act to amend the direct tax law. 

An act respecting the abatement of suits, &c. 

An act supplementary to an act granting lands to those 
who were in the battle of San Jacinto and other battles. 

An act to define the boundary line of the county of Mont¬ 
gomery. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act to au¬ 
thorise the clerks of the several courts to appoint deputies, 
approved Dec. 21, 1837. 

An act defining the boundaries of the counties of Bastrop 
and Gonzales. 

An act better to define the duties of sheriiTs. 

Joint resolution providing for issuing certificates of head- 
rights to the heirs'of those who fell with or under Fannin, 
Travis, Grant, and Johnson. 

An act defining the boundaries of Austin County. 

An act relative to the duties of the collector of the port 
of Velasco. • * 

An act appointing Commissioners to view and mark out 
a road from Bastrop to Red River. 

Joint resohition appropriating money for the protection 
of the frontier. « 
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Joint resolution authorising the President to draw funds 
for transporting anns, munitions, troops. &c., &c. 

Joint resolution requiring the President to grant commis¬ 
sions. * 

An act authorising the President to issue the promissory 
notes of the Government. 

Joint resolutions legalising commissions of military offi¬ 
cers, &c. 

An act entitled an act to authorise the judge of the first 
judicial district to hold a special term of the district court 
ill ihe county of San Augustine. 

Joint resolution authorising the President to renew the 
lease of the Capitol. 

.Joint resolution requiring the treasurer to pay certain 
drafts therein named. 

All act validating certain acts therein named. 

An act making appropriation for the post office depart¬ 
ment. 

Joint resolution requiring the secretary of war to liis- 
charge certain soldiers therein named. 

An act appropriating 5000 dollars for the contingent 
expenses of both Houses of Congress. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act amending the 
judiciary laws of the Republic, approved Dec. 1837. 

An act entitled an act to change a certain post route 
therein named. 

An act to incorporate the Neches Steam Mill Company. 

An act to incorporate the town of Beaumont and the town 
of Jasper. 

An act to exempt from direct ta?fation certain citizens of 
certain counties. 

Joint resolution for the relief of Antonio Manchaca. 

An act to incorporate the towns of Milam and Zavala. 

An act to establish a mail route from the city of Houston 
to the town of San Augustine, by way of Captain Hiram's 
on the Trinity river. Belt's ferry on the river Neches, and 
Nathaniel Hunt’s on the Ayish Bayou. 

An act entitled an act to amend an acts to provide for the 
settlement of deceased soldiers* estates, approved May 17, 
1838. * 

An act to incorporate the Bastrop Steam Mill Company. 

An act entitled ail act to amend an ordinance entitled an 
ordinance granting bounties of land to volunteers. 

An act defining the place for the receipt of land dues. 
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An act entitled an act for the further projection of the 
frontier against the Comanche and other Indians. 

An act entitled an act for the protection of a portion of 
the frontier. 

An a(;t entitled an act to authorise the first auditor to 
audit the claims created under the command of Major- 
General Thomas J. Rusk and others, in a campaign against, 
tin* hostile Mexicans and Indians, in the year 1838. 

An act to incorporate the town of Raleigh in Fannin 
county. 

An act entitled an act to extend to late emiiirants, or 
those who may emigrate within a specified time, a donation 
of land. 

An act confirming the contract of Messrs. Williams and 
Rurrdey for the purchase of a steam-vess(‘l. 

Joint resolution for the punishment of vagrants. 

An act entitled an act to have the seat of justice of Fannin 
county permanently locateil. 

An act to repeal an act entitled an act to encourage steam 
navigation. 

An act for the better defining the dividing line be¬ 
tween the counties of Austin and Fort Bend, west of the 
Brazos. 

An act entitled an act for the location of the seat of go¬ 
vernment. 

An act to authorise die raising a company of men for the 
ranging service. 

. .Joint resolution appropriating two thousand dollars for 
Indian purposes. 

An act entitled an act fixing the standard of silver and 
gold coin in this republic. 

An act entitled an act to authorise the commissioner of 
the general land-office to receive the government dues on 
land. 

An act to punish certain offences therein named. 

An act to incorporate the towns of Comanche and Wator- 
loo. 

An act the better to define the duties of recorders. 

An act to prohibit the driving of cattle from that part of 
the country West of the Guadalupe. 

An act to establish a mail route from Clarksville to Shel¬ 
ton. 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act for esta¬ 
blishing fees of office. 
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An act entitled an act to detlne the time of holding .lus- 
tice Courts. 

An act entitled an act supplementary to the judiciary laws 
of this ilcpublic. 

An act entitled an- act to define the lime of sherilVs’ sales 
and the manner of advertising. 

An act to establish a port of entry to be called La 
Baca. 

An act to provide for the raising of three companies of 
mounttxi volunteers for frontier service against the hostile 
Indians. 


Joint resolution providing for the printing of the rules and 
regulations of the army of tliis Republic. 

.Toint resolution supplementary to the joint resolution for 
apj)ointiiig two legal gentlemen to compile a code of law;? 
for the Republic of Texas. 

An act authorising the auditors to discharge certain 
duties. 


An act entitled an act to compel all government officers 
to receive the promissory notes of the government lor all 
dues that may accrue to them in the discharge of the duti(*s 
tof their office. 


An act to be entitled an act giving to the President the 
power to fill vacancies. 

An act uppropriatiug money to defray the expenses of the 
various departments of the government. 

An act to authorise the President to appoint a private se¬ 


cretary. 

An act to appropriate one million of dollars for the pro¬ 
tection of the frontier and other purjwses. 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for the Presi¬ 
dent’s house. 


Joint resolution making an appropriation for the purchase 
of a library for the Republic of Texas. 

An act requesting the Treasurer to pay the salaries of 
clerks monthly. 

An act amending the act entitled an act adopting a na¬ 
tional seal and 8tan4ard for the Republic of Texas. Ap¬ 
proved 10th December, 1836. 

An act’ supplementary to the several acts for reorganising 
the militia. 


All act entitled an act to repeal certain parts of an act 
organising the inferior courts, and defining the powers and 
jurisdiction of the same. » 
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An act entitled an act for the raiding of certain troops 
therein named. 

Joint resolution prescribing the mode of paying troops. 

An act to incorporate the city of Houston^ and other cities 
therein named. 

An act entitled an act regulating attachments. 

An act securing patent rights to inventors. 

An act authorising the county and district courts to ren¬ 
der judgments when the verdict of the jury is less than the 
jurisdiction of the same in certain cases. 

An act amending an act supplemetjtary to an act entitloil 
an act to reduce into one act and amend the several acts re¬ 
lating to the establishment of a general land-office. 

An act requiring the secretary of the navy to have sur¬ 
veyed the bars and passages of the baj's and harbours of 
Texas. 

Joint resolution to prevent clerks or deputy clerks from 
becoming administrators in certain cases. 

An act declaring certain children legitimate therein named. 

An act to require the plea of non est factum" to be filed 
under oath in certain cases. 


.Joint resolution allowing pay for copying the journals of 
the Senate, for the fall and spring session of J837 and J838. 

Joint resolution authorising the President to open a trade 
between the inhabitants of Western Texas and the Mexicans 
on the Rio Grande. 

An act supplementary to an act incorporating the city of 
San Antonio, and other towns therein named. 

An act to incorporate the towns of La Grange and Ruters- 
ville. 

An act fixing the salary of the Texan minister at France. 

Joint resolution appropriating fifteen thousand dollars for 
the Post-Office department. 

An act changing the time of holding the county court of 
Shelby county and Jasper county. 

An act entitled an act to define the duties of constables. 

An act entitled an act to facilitate the ailjustment of dona¬ 
tion claims. ' 

Joint resolution making a permanent seat of justice in 
Robertson county. 

An act entitled an act to exempt certain property therein 
named from execution. 

Joint resolution approving'of the employment of friendly 
Indians in our service, and providing for their pay.. 
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An act entitled an act to amend an act relative to Pro¬ 
bate courts. 

An act entitled an act for the establishing of a post route 
from San Augustine to Fort Caddo. 

An act legalising the acts of the comptroller of the stock 
fund. 

An act entitled an act making appro[)riations for tlie 
Naval service for the year 1839. 

An act entitled an act to incorporate the Houston and 
Brazos railroad company. 

An act entitled an act appropriating certain lands for the 
establishment of a general system of education. 

An act entitled an act regulating the license and practice 
of attorneys. 

An act to authorise the commissioner of the general land- 
office to employ two additional clerks. 

An act su])plementary to an act entitled an act to raise a 
revenue by direct taxation. 

An act to establish and incorporate the college of De 
Kalb. 

An act entitled an act to appoint commissioners to take 
charge of the property of those engaged in the late rebellion 
in the county of Nacogdoches, and for other purposes. 

An act entitled an act defining dowers. 

An act entitled an act for the collection of the amounts 
due on judgments of the supreme, district, and county courts. 

Joint resolution requiring the secretary of the treasury to 
pay to the paymaster of the first regiment, second brigade, 
l^xas militia, twenty thousand dollars, appropriated for 
men called for by General Rusk. 

An act to change the time, of holding the fall term of the 
district court in Harrisburg county, and to amend the thirty- 
second section of an act establishing the jurisdiction and 
j)owers of the district courts. 

All act to create and establish the county of Harrison. 

An act entitled an act for the permanent location of the 
seat of government. 

An act to provide for the punishment horse thieves. 
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Public Actx and Joint Resolutions passed by the I'ourth 
Congress, commencing the i\th Aovember, 1839. 

An act to carry into effect the convention between IVxas 
and the United States, for marking the boundary line be¬ 
tween thorn. Approved 23rd Nov., 1839. 

An act to define the boundaries of the county of Fannin. 
Approved 28th Nov., 1839. 

An act designating the returnable officers of the senate-* 
rial district of Milam an I Robertson counties. Approved 
13th Dec., 1839. 

An act for the appointment of assessing officers. Aj>- 
proved 13th Dec., 1839. 

An act for the permanent location of the port of entry in 
the district of Aransas. Approved 13th Dec., 1839. 

Aii act to incorporate the town of Beaumont. Approved 
14th Dec., 1839. 

An act granting an extension of time to certain officers in 
Robertson county. Approved 14th Dec., 1839. 

An act to locate a road from Washington to the Sabine 
river. Approved 14th Dec., 1839. 

An act better to define tlie boundaries of the county of 
Galveston, Approved 16t.h Dec., 1839. 

An act to repeal in part an act entitled an act incorporating 
the city of San Antonio and other towns, approved 21th May, 

1838. Approved 17th Dec., 1839. 

Joint resolution to pay off the mail contracts for the year 

1839. Approved 19th Dec., 1839. 

Joint resolution establishing a mail route therein named, 
and to discontinue certain mail routes. Approved 18lh 
Dec., 1839. 

An act to provide for the more certain operations of the 
sinking fund, &c. Approved J9th Dec,, 1839. 

Joint resolution requiring the Postmaster-General not to 
contract for carrying the mail from Austin to Houston. 
Approved 21st Dec., 1839. 

Joint resolution authorising James Hamilton to take the 
oath of allegiance, and to become a citizen of the republic of 
Texas. Approved 21st Dec., 1839. 

An act to provide for the renewing of the security of 
county surveyors. " Approved 25th Dec., 1839. 
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An net. to incorporate the city of Austin. Approved 27th 
1839. 

An act, appropriating five thousand dollars for the con¬ 
tingent. expenses of both Houses of Congress. Approved 
27th Dec.. 1839. 


An act to authorise Wiley Martin to emancipate his slave 
Peter. Approved 3rd January, 1840. 

An act nanhntr tlie returning officer for the senatorial dis- 
trict composed of the counties of Red River and Fannin. 
A]>pro\cd 28th Dec , 1839. 


,'\u act supplementary to an act to have the seal of justice 
of Fannin county peimanently located. Approved 28t!i 
Dec., 1839. 


An act to ameinl the act of incorporation of the town of 
Vi'la.sco. Approved 1st Jan., 1840. 

An act sn])plenu‘ntnry to an act for the incorporation of 
the town of Liberty. Approved Isl Jan., 1840. 

An act to establish a mail route to Bexar. Approved Isl 
.lau , 1840. 


An act to incorporate the tnastees of the Union Academy, 
in th(‘ county of Washington. Approved 4th Jan., 1840. 

A joint resolution for the survey and sale of the Austin 
town tract. Approved Gth Jan., 1840. 

An act to amend the charter of the Brazos and Galveston 


railroad company. Approved Gth Jan., 1840. 

An acl provi<ling for the erection of lighthouse.s. Ap¬ 
proved 7th Jan., J840. 

An act to incorporate the town of Texana. Approved 
11th Jan., 1810. 


An act for the payment of persons for military services 
heretofore rendered. Approved 14th Jan., 1840. 

An act supplementary to an act to amend the several 
laws regulating the post-office department. Approved 
14th Jan., 1840. 


An act to prescribe the method of proceeding to obtain 
the benefit of the writ of habeas corpus. Approved 14lh 
Jan., 1840. 

An act to prescribe the mode of appoirfting district attor¬ 
neys,—fixing the term of their office, and their salaries and 
perquisite'^. Approved 14th Jan., 1840. * 

Joint resolution for the payment of the troops who served 
in the years 1838 and 1839. Approved 14th'Jan., 1840, 
An act authorising the President to have surveytHl a re¬ 
serve of land for the Coshatta and AlabaCma Indians. Ap¬ 
proved I4th Jan., 1840. 
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An act defining the compensation of coUcctor‘?of customs 
and of the clerks employed at the beveral custom-houses. 
Apn roved )6th Jan., 1840. 

All act defining the time at which laws passed by Congress 
shall go into effect, and disclosing the manner in which the 
same shall be promulgaicd. Ap])roved 16ih Jan., 1840. 

Joint resolution grautingtothe President power toapjioint 
additional counsel, if necessary. Approved lOth Jan., 1840. 

An act authorisingVarlanRichardson to construct abridge 
across the Gaudalupc river, at or near Victoria. Approved 
18th Jan., 1840. 

Joint resolution appropriating five thousand dollars to 
defray the expenses of marking the boundary line betweem 
Texas and the United Stages of the north. Approved IHtli 
Jan., 1840. 

An act to regulate interest. Approved 18th Jan., 1840. 

An act to prevent frauds and fraudulent conveyances. 
Approved 18th Jan., 1840. 

An act repealing part of the several acts for the ])(‘rma- 
nent location of the seat of Government. Approvi*<l ^Lst 
Jan., 1840. 

An act to adopt the common law of England, to repeal 
ceitain Mexican laws, and to regulate the marital rights of 
parties. ' Ajiproved 21st Jan., 1840. 

An act to disjiense with the necessity of protesting nego¬ 
tiable instruments for dishonour, and of giving notice thereof, 
and to regulate assignments of all written instruments. 
Approved Jan. 25tlx. 1840. 

An act to create the ofiSice of charge ^affaires^ and to 
regulate diplomatic intercourse with foreign nations. Ap* 
proved Jan. 25th, 1840. 

Joint resolution repealing certain mail routes therein 
named. Approved Jan. 25th, 1840. 

An act to detect fraudulent land certificates, and to 
jirovide fiw* issuing patents to legal claimants. Vetotnl by 
the President. Passed both houses by a constitutional ma¬ 
jority, Jan. 29th, 1840. 

An act to incorporate the Trinity coal and mining com¬ 
pany. Approved Jan. 25th, 1840. 

An act authorising the President to redeem prisoners from 
Indian captivity. Approved Jan. 25thi*1840. 

Joint reaolution appropriating three thousand - 

hundred and forty doltars and sixty cents, as indemnity for 
the capture and detention of the Britii^ schooner Eliza 
Russell. Approved Jan. 25th, 1840 
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An acl providinjor Ibr the better tUsseuiination of the laws. 
Approved Jan. 2;)tb, 1840. 

•An act to autliorise Carey, a freeman of colour, to remain 
within the Republic of Texas. Approved Jan. 25th, 1810. 

An act for the benefit of Albert Mitchelb a free boy of 
colour. Approved Jan. ‘25th, 1840. 

An act to suppress duelling. Approved Jan. 28th, 1840. 

An act defining lawful enclosures, and for other ])urpo'>cs. 
A})pr(>vod Jan. 25th, 1810. 

j\n act to define the boundaries of the county of Mont¬ 
gomery. Approved Jan. *25t.h, 1840. 

An act to^cH’ate a chamber of commerce in the cities of 
Matagorda and IJoustoii. Approved »lan. ‘28th, 1840. 

.loint resolution for the exchange or redemption of cer¬ 
tain ])romissory notes. Approved Jan. 28th, 1840. 

An act to authorise the erection of public buildings. Ap¬ 
proved Jan. ‘28tb, 18^10. 

An act concerning wills. Approved Jan. 28th, 1840. 

An act to regulate the descent and di.stribufion of intes- 
tales’ estates. Approved Jan. 28tli, 1840. 

An act supplementary to an act providing for the pay¬ 
ment of persons for military services heretofore rendered. 
A])proved Jan. 14th, 1840, and better to define the duties of 
the first and second auditors. 

Joint resolution for the appropriation of 6000 dollars, for 
payment of extra allowances, &c. 

Joint resolution defining the rank of Paymaster-General. 

An act to raise a company of mounted gunmen to be 
called Fannin Guards. 

An act to compel the surveyors of the several counties of 
this R(*public to make out and return maps of their respective 
counties. 

An act to create a justice of the peace and constable for 
the lower part of Jasper county. 

An act to prohibit the driving of cattle and hogs from the 
Cherokee country or killing the same therein. 

An act to annex a part of Washbgton eounty to the county 
of Milam, and for other purposes. 

An ait to sect ionise and sell the lands formerly reserved 
for and occupied by the Cherokee Indians. 

lb legalise acts of the old board of Land Commissioners 
in the county of Red River. 

An act allowing discounts and sets-pflt 

An act to establish the method offrying the, right of pror. 
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perty levied on by execution, when tlic j>l*operty is claimed 
by any person not a party to such execution. 

Joint resolution granting permission of absence to the 
judge of the third judicial district. 

An act authorising the issuing duplicate land warrants, 
discharges and certificate's. 

An act to organise the several judicial districts, and to 
create the 6th and 7th. 

An act to provide for the return of surveys for the col¬ 
lection of Government diies on land, and for other pur¬ 
poses. 

An act to incoqtoraie the Milam Guards in tlie city of 
Houston. 

An act requiring retailers of sjarituous liquors to pay 
license. 

An act to suppress gaming. 

An act to incorporate the city of Matagorda. 

An act to prevent admissions made by an agent or at¬ 
torney of the Republic from operating to the prejudice 
thereof. 

An act to provide and establish the warehousing system in 
the ports of this Republic. 

Joint resolution for the relief of the Postmaster-General, 
and heads of bureau. 

An act to authorise the Treasurer to extend tin* issue of 
change notes. 

An act supplementary to an act requiring county courts to 
regulate roads, &c. 

An act to exempt certain lamls from tho i)ayment of cer¬ 
tain debts therein named. 

Joint resolution defining the mode of proof where no 
muster-roll exists. 

An act for the incorporation of the city of Galveston. 

An act to incorporate the towns of Victoria, Goliad, and 
Gonzales. 

. An act concerning free persons of colour. ^ 

; An act to amend «in act regulating estrays. Passed Doc. 

1836. 

An act concerning slaves. 

Joint resolution to authorise the '-Commissioners of the 
5,000,000 dollar loan to raise money on pledge of a port ion 
of the Imnds. \ 

c An act to punish individuals concerned in making, i^ll- 
and locating fraudulent land certificates. 
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An ad to ])h»mcIo ioi *ho piiynicnt of chiet jiislic€*s for 
otoanisjiig the tnilitia 

\n act making appropiialioiw for the' support of the 
Cjo\(.iiiment toi llit ynai 1840 

Vn act alliMing the sevpial a,ctb to laibe d public revenue 
b} iinpoit 

Vn act to ani( iid the ,ict oiititled au act rt'gulating the 
lif(n‘-(‘ .ind piaetKo ol attoinejs 

An ael ioi cnatiiig tuncK for the «upport of Go\cinnient 
toi the \tai IS 10 

Joint U'.ohitun lequiiing the IWnidstei-GeiuMal to coii- 
n ut Ioi the ti nispoitatiun ol the mail betwe'cn the eitiesof 
ti ilxt'-toii and I luu^ton tmee in ( uh week 
Am ut eoneiinnig (on\egaming 

Vn ut to punish swindling, and olhei offence's theiein 
natiK (I 

Joint uvolution ijrpiopmting momy foi doiid>ing the 
t xjitiiM s ol Ml})} oitiijg tin C addo Indians 

Vn ut vii})})U inentai) to an act entitled an aet to me otpo- 
i lit tin (^t^ ol iiouston .iml otlui eitus thoein nanu'd 
Vn aet })ioliibiling the loeation ol iiauduUiit land ceitifi- 

t lie s 

Joint K'solulion a})})ropiiatiii» land lot the e<>lablishurcnt 
oi a hos}atal 

Joint i( sjlntion authousing the IbiMde'in loofleM aiewaitl 
ol lOv'O liollais toi theauest ol any peison who shall flee 
liemi justice 

Viiaet su}i})lemenlaiy to an ict })ioMding loi the j)ay- 
mint olpcisonsloi mililai\ senices 

Vn aet to enable })dit owiu is ol lanil to obtain paitition 
iluieol, and lor other ])Ui})oses 

iVn act tooiganise a certain pait ol the' Couiu-y ol Liberty 
lor jiubcial anelothei }nu})osfs 

All act to piOMile a sumuiii} lemeely to emable landlords 
e>i lessois to obtain possession ol lands oi leiu'nieiits unlaw- 
hilly detained or wrthhelel by tenants 

An act supplementaly to an ael to piojiele lot the protec¬ 
tion ol thenoithi'rn and western liontiei 

An act* to pioMde the mode oi tning titles Urland. 

All act u'gulatiiig the elutios of Fiohite Coiiits, and the 
settlement ol succe»ssions 

An act to inco!])Oiate the Galveston Insuianee C'oin})diiy. 
An act legulatiiig the dibtnbutioii j)l the* laws and 
jouiiidis 

2 N 2 
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defining the dutiesi of the officers of die Treasury 
feent. 

i; act to raise a public revenue by direct Dixjition, 

to pj^yide for the ndeniption of t]»e promissory 
jiif the Govemraeni, &c. 

J'A'n act to pr:<>yide for the running ami inarhing 1 lu‘ w t'stern 
^ of the county of Travis, 

i.n''^jElct to alter the time ofliohling tlie fall terms of tlie 
the 4th judicial dist ricis. 
concerning executions. 

lAnfaotto amend and ri'duce inio one ad ihc several laiv*. 
Stilting the Post-Office dr])artnient. 
inuct to regnilate the piocecHlings in Mills, 

An actio fix the Navy (?slablislunent uf the Uepuhlli 
I'exas. 


• oi 


An act in relation to c.oiuirifM; M-hools and aeadi'mie-i, and 
to piovide for securing the fonuerK >iij'i..|'..iaied lor 
I the purpose of eilueation. 

An act for the proleeiion of the revenue, and i pur- 
|>0ses. 

Joint resolution requiring oiu' <'om)>riii\ i*! icjidar troops 
^he stationed tit or near l''ort lJoiKt<iH. 

Joint resolution apjiroprmtiag fund" u* nuieliceiv' hhink 
lapd patents. 

^ An act to amend an act to provide fa the foreclusiiig of 
jsaortgages on real .uid perbouai estates, .qiiiruvcd ITith May, 
J838. 

An act to repeal certain aetstlioreln named.* 


1" 

** Jin'iV'Knotfil It.approwd’ tiavi' n'<-oiv«il Uir stimiion of flat Pi’fsi- 
denl, ihkI jtimtil iiitii law, 

nf' ‘ 


THE END. ‘ 



PnUted by.'WiL'l.tA« WKl Stri'el. 

* 1 , I ■’ ' ‘ 








